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Alright Boomers, why are we the way we are? I don’t know but I know this. The proactive efforts and awareness of Baby Boomers in the 1960s and early 70s established Civil Rights, took down two Presidents (one of each party), and ended both the military draft and the Vietnam War 
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[image: This was a write up I was asked to do... - Gunsmoke James Arness Marshal  Matt Dillon | Facebook]

Gunsmoke (1955-1975) (CBS TV series)

In 1960, Boomers began entering teenage immortality. Original rock and roll died with Buddy Holly, the Big Bopper and Ritchie Valens in their 1959 plane crash. Boomers were up for a music style that they could call their own and would identify their generation. Motown, Doo-Wop, folk singers and others rushed in to fill the gap. The gals were kickin’ ass on the charts with Brenda Lee’s “I’m Sorry”, “Sweet Nothin’s”, “I Want to be Wanted” and “That’s All You Gotta Do”. Connie Francis didn’t slack with “Everybody’s Somebody’s Fool”, “My Heart Has a Mind of It’s Own”, “Sixteen Reasons”, “Mama” and “Among My Souvenirs”  Even Annette Funicello took a break from the Mickey Mouse Club to give us “O Dio Mio”! Percy Faith held the year’s #1 song with the instrumental “Theme From A Summer Place” from the movie A Summer Place starring our teen idols Troy Donahue and Sandra Dee which was a pretty racy flick for 1960 teeny boomers. Chubby Checker had us all doing the “Twist” and Bobby Vee couldn’t make up his mind with “Devil or Angel”. Georgia was on the mind of Ray Charles and Roy Orbison was “Only the Lonely”. Cathy got a bad rap in The Everly Brothers’ “Cathy’s Clown” but it was great harmony and Elvis still reigned with “It’s Now or Never” and “Stuck on You”. 

Some television shows listed as being in color while most were still in Black & White. The Westerns ruled. Gunsmoke (CBS) was the #1 show followed by Wagon Train (NBC) at #2 and Have Gun – Will Travel (CBS) at #3. We watched a new show with two young guys, Tod and Buz, as they travelled Route 66 (CBS) looking for their kicks in a red corvette. Baby boomers, just barely teenagers, now began planning their strategy to get their driver’s license.

Yul Brynner and Steve McQueen rode across the big screen in The Magnificent Seven as Janet Leigh cut it up in Psycho. 

Floyd Patterson became the first man to regain his heavyweight title in his second bout against Sweden’s Ingemar Johansson and Wilt Chamberlain was named NBA MVP rookie of the year with a record breaking salary of $30,000. 

John F. Kennedy was the youngest man to be elected to the presidency of the United States.
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1961

[image: The Hustler movie review & film summary (1961) | Roger Ebert]

The Hustler (1961) 20th Century Fox - Director Robert Rossen

During 1961 The Shirelles made it a complete love experience with “Tonight’s the Night” and “Will You Love Me Tomorrow”. Bobby Vee was bouncing like a “Rubber Ball” while the Highwaymen were rowin’ a boat with “Michael”.

Ben E. King sang “Stand By Me” and Dion had two hits with “The Wanderer” and “Runaround Sue”. The Pony, made popular by Chubby Checker’s “Pony Time”, and the Fly were the new dance crazes. Gary U.S. Bonds told us it was “Quarter to Three”, Roy Orbison was still hanging in there with “Running Scared” and Ricky Nelson was a “Travelin’ Man”. On the big screen, The Hustler and West Side Story were the movies to see and Westerns still ruled the small screen as baby boomers were glued to the television to watch Gunsmoke, Wagon Train and Have Gun Will Travel. 

Alan Shepard became the first American in space and the Green Bay Packers rose to rule the game of football under the glory years of Vince Lombardi. The Berlin Wall was built.

1962

[image: Johnny Carson Makes Debut on Tonight Show | Johnny carson, Classic  television, Tonight show]

The Tonight Show with Johnny Carson (NBC) (1962-1992)

We began 1962 with John Glenn orbiting the earth in Friendship 7. We became a generation without boundaries, limited only by our imaginations. Chubby Checker was still “Slow Twistin” with Dee Dee Sharp while Sam Cook was “Twisting the Night Away”. Every baby boomer within 100 miles of water were waxing their surf boards as surf music hit the California scene with Brian Wilson and the Beach Boy’s “Surfin’ Safari” and “409”. The Rifleman’s son, Johnny Crawford, took time off from the farm to sing about “Cindy’s Birthday” and the drummer of Rory Storm and the Hurricanes quit his band so he could replace Pete Best in a little known band called the Beatles. The Popeye, Hitchhiker and Mashed Potatoes were the new dances with variations on the Twist still hanging on. To Kill a Mockingbird with Gregory Peck opened our eyes to the injustice and racism that still existed in our society. Marilyn Monroe and Ernie Kovacs died and Johnny Carson took over as host of The Tonight Show. On TV we were watching The Beverly Hillbillies, Candid Camera and The Red Skelton Show and we certainly did love Lucy. The Cuban Missile Crisis almost brought America to nuclear war with the Soviet Union.
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1963
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In 1963 Dr. No introduced us to a new kind of cool with Sean Connery as Bond, James Bond. Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor fell in love during the filming of Cleopatra and the dining scene in Tom Jones showed us that food is another form of erotic foreplay. Sidney Poitier became the first African-American man to win an Oscar for best actor in his portrayal in Lilies of the Field. We listened to Jan and Dean singing about “Surf City”. The Beatles were knocking it out of the park with twelve hits including “She Loves You” and “I Want to Hold Your Hand” and The Beach Boys were holding their own with seven hits including “Surfin’ USA” and “Surfer Girl”. Did anyone ever figure out the words to “Louie Louie” by the Kingsmen? The year had us dancing the Watusi, the Bossa Nova and the Limbo (how low can you go?). The Twist was still hanging in there with the Beatles’ “Twist and Shout”. Bob Dylan and Peter, Paul and Mary were trying to wake us up with “Blowin” In the Wind”. On TV, Vince Edwards and Richard Chamberlain were cutting it up on Ben Casey and Dr. Kildare. A $7 million dollar train robbery was the headline in England. Over 200,000 people march on Washington as Dr. Martin Luther King delivers his “I Have a Dream” speech. On November 22, President John F. Kennedy was shot to death in Dallas, Texas and we watched as Jack Ruby kills his accused assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald, on live television two days later.
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1964
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The Righteous Brothers topped the charts in 1964 with “You've Lost That Lovin' Feeling”. California surf music was still battling it out with the British invasion on the music charts. The Temptations were talkin’ about “My Girl”, Eric Burdon regretted going to the “House of the Rising Sun” and the Supremes wanted to know “Where Did Our Love Go”. Dylan was preparing us for “The Times They Are A'Changin’” We were dancing the Shimmy, the Swim and the Jerk. Cassius Clay won the world heavyweight championship title from Sonny Liston and changed his name to Muhammad Ali which began a new era in boxing. NBC began televising many of its shows in COLOR!  We were still watching Bonanza and we still loved Lucy which was now The Lucy Show. We tuned in every Tuesday to see if The Fugitive, Dr.Kimble (played by David Janssen), would ever catch the one armed killer. In the movies, Bond struck gold with Goldfinger, and Peter Sellers had us rolling in the aisles with A Shot in the Dark. Congress approved the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution which gave President Lyndon Johnson the power to conduct full military operations in Vietnam without declaring war.
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1965
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In 1965, the English sound was still supreme but acid rock and the Jefferson Airplane dropped in on the San Francisco scene. The Rolling Stones couldn’t get any Satisfaction and Dylan was rolling Like a Rolling Stone. California Dreamin’ was becoming a reality for the Mamas and the Papas but would not become a hit until next year. The Who were smashin’ it up with My Generation and Barry McGuire warned us about the Eve of Destruction. Sonny and Cher had each other, babe, and we were in the Land of 1000 Dances with Cannibal and the Headhunters while dancing the Freddie, the Jerk, the Boomerang and the Clam. Yeah, that’s right, I said the Clam! The Sound of Music won the Oscar but many of us thought it should have been Help with the Beatles. Bond was looking for stolen nuclear warheads in Thunderball. John Wayne was still the “Duke” in The Sons of Katie Elder and Richard Burton and Liz Taylor turned up the heat in The Sandpiper. Lee Marvin and Julie Christie won best actors for Cat Ballou and Darling, respectively. On television we were still watching Ben, Adam, Hoss and Little Joe on Bonanza (NBC) which was ranked the #1 show of the season. Gomer Pyle, USMC (CBS) came in at #2 but we still loved The Lucy Show (CBS) at #3. I Spy (NBC) broke ground by co-starring a young Bill Cosby, the first African-American lead role in a television drama. Our favorite musical groups were performing on Shindig! and Hullabaloo, and Holy Batman (ABC) added camp to the small screen. Top money leader in golf was Jack Nicklaus at $140,000, today that’s what they tip the caddie. Six days of riots began in Watts, Los Angeles and there was a great blackout in the Northeast and Canada which left 80,000 square miles without electricity for 13 hours.
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1966

[image: The Mamas & The Papas - Home | Facebook]

The Mamas and the Papas (1965-1968) American Folk Rock Group
In 1966, U.S. troops in Vietnam grew to 380,000 with 6000 military boomers killed in this year alone. The anti war protesters were now being supported by the parents of soldiers killed in Vietnam. Black power began to rattle the silent majority. The Mama’s and The Papa’s and California Dreamin’ were battling it out with the Ballad of the Green Berets by Sgt. Barry Sadler. The country was divided. Go-Go dancers were dancing the hell out of Nancy Sinatra’s These Boots Are Made for Walkin’ while daddy Frank sang “Dooby-doooby-doo” in Strangers in the Night. The Righteous Brothers were still kickin’ it with blue-eyed soul with You’re My Soul and Inspiration and ? (question mark) and the Mysterians were shedding 96 Tears. 

Bonanza was still #1 and on the golden road to being the second longest running western TV series. The Red Skelton Hour (CBS) came in at #2 followed by the Andy Griffith Show (CBS). We all wanted to move to quiet and peaceful Mayberry where everyone just got along. But many of us were tuning in to watch the seemingly clean cut Dick and Tommy on The Smothers Brothers Comedy
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