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 Introduction

Just 80 kilometers (50 miles) north of
Bangkok is the old capitol of Ayutthaya (or Ayuthaya, or even
Ayodhaya. No matter how you spell it, its pronounced
ah-you-tah-ya.) The city became Siam's capital in the
mid-fourteenth century and remained the capital until the late
eighteenth century. About the time that Americans were tossing tea
into Boston harbor, the Burmese attacked and sacked Ayutthaya.

The Ayutthaya period is looked on by many as
the time when much of what is now thought of as "Thai style" was
developed. In temples, this is when you see a marked transition
from the Khmer style prangs to the bell shaped chedi.
While Sukhothai further north is seen as the birth of the Thai
kingdom, Ayutthaya is seen today as its high point. Around
Ayutthaya are signs of the Japanese, French, Dutch and Portuguese
traders that came to the Thai court. Read more about the history of Ayutthaya for more information.

Ayutthaya is usually visited as part of a
packaged day trip from Bangkok, which usually includes stops at the
Bang Pa In palace as well as the Bang Sai royal arts center.
You can spend a leisurely day here and see the main sights, or a
quick stop, all with relatively low pressure compared to many other
tourist sites. From Ayutthaya you can quickly get on an expressway
and be back in Bangkok in about an hour. It's relatively easy to do
a day trip on your own, so you can go at your own pace and probably
spend a lot less money. Read the Planning Your Trip section for more information.

 History of Ayutthaya

The old city itself was founded in 1351 on an
almost natural island about 4 kilometers (2.5 miles) wide, formed
by the confluence of the Chaophraya, Lopburi and Pasak Rivers. A
wall once encircled the entire island, though only a few bits of it
can be seen today. U Thong, who later became King Ramathibodi I, is
credited with the city's founding.

U Thong was the ruler of the kingdom of Lavo,
based in what is present-day Lopburi. According to some legends, a
plague struck the old capital, so the king determined to move the
capital to Ayutthaya, where, surrounded by water, they thought they
would be safe from pestilence, as well as invaders. It was the
forces of King Ramathiboki I that laid siege to the Khmer capital
near Angkor Wat, contributing to the downfall of the Khmer
empire.

The city grew rich on the produce of the
land, as well as by exploiting expanding trade routes between India
and China. The empire grew to control most of what is now Thailand,
and by the time the first Europeans arrived in the mid-seventeenth
century, Ayutthaya was a city of more than a million people -
double the population of London at the time. The city sat at the
center of a network of nearly 140 kilometers of canals. This
"Golden Age" of Siam came to a close after little more than 400
years when the Burmese sacked the city, setting fire to the
temples, carting off the gold and leveling important buildings such
as the king's palace.

While the Burmese did a lot of damage to the
city, it's perhaps worth noting that the Thais did a lot more
damage, when they carted off huge piles of bricks from the old city
to build the new capital in Bangkok. This is why there's little
more than the foundations left of the royal palace, which was
mostly make of wood in any case.

What remains today are a few ruins scattered
among grassy fields. The main sights are concentrated in the
north-center of the island, while the modern town hugs the east
coast. There are also numerous other attractions spread around the
opposite side of the rivers.

 Planning Your Trip

The vast majority of people visit Ayutthaya
as part of a packaged day trip from Bangkok. These generally
include stops to see the summer palace in Bang Pa In and possibly
the Royal Arts and Crafts Center in Bang Sai as well, leaving
little time explore the ancient capital. At most they will stop at
only one or two of the sights. If you have no real interest in old
sites, that's fine, but presumably you purchased this guide because
you have more than a passing interest in history and
architecture.

If you only have a day, then you're better
off doing it yourself rather than using a packaged tour, as it will
allow you more time in the city. However, if you really want to
take in all the sights of the old city, then it's much better if
you plan to stay at least two nights in the city itself. The next
few sections deal with how to get there, where to stay, and getting
around.

 Getting There

While the bus is a slightly faster and more
frequent option, I prefer the train. You can get the subway
directly to Hualumpong station, and the train station in Ayutthaya
is very conveniently located. If you're pressed for time on the
return, you can take an air-conditioned bus back.

Trains leave Hualumpong more or less hourly.
There's no reason to reserve in advance. Buy a third class ticket
as these trains are the most frequent. Third class doesn't have air
conditioning but that's usually not a problem. The trip takes an
hour to hour and a half, depending on the number of stops the train
makes. If using the train for a day trip, you probably want to head
back to Bangkok no later than 3:00 pm to avoid the crowds on the
train.

Buses for Ayutthaya leave from Bangkok's
Northern Bus Station at Mor Chit. Buses leave every 20 to 30
minutes and arrive in the guesthouse area of the old city.

 Where to Stay

If you're staying in Ayutthaya overnight, or
for several days, then of course you'll need some place to stay.
There are a number of hotels and guesthouses on the island, which
is where you really want to stay. The boutique Iudia On the River
hotel is the top end of the accommodations available. It's on the
river, as the name implies, not far from the main historical park.
Nearby is Baifern Homestay, offering pleasant but much cheaper
accommodations. The main area for guesthouses is the northeast
corner of the island, near where buses to and from Bangkok can be
found. Follow this 
external
link for more
information about the hotels available and booking information.

 Getting Around

On reaching Ayutthaya, you'll need to decide
how you're going to get around. Your two basic options are to
engage a tuk-tuk and driver to take you around, or rent a
bicycle and strike out on your own. If you want to go the
tuk-tuk route, you'll find several of them waiting for you
at the train station or at the bus depot. Expect to pay 500 Baht
more or less for a day. Be sure to negotiate the amount with the
driver before you agree to engage him. The tuk-tuk driver
will most likely have their 'standard' tour, but have an idea of
what you want to see.

If you want to go with bicycles, there are
plenty of those for rent near the train station, but I suggest you
take the ferry across the river and rent the bicycles there, which
saves you getting the bikes across the river. There are several
shops renting bikes, so shop around for a bike that 'fits' well.
Bikes rent for around 50 Baht per day. Many hotels and guesthouses
also rent bikes, or even provide them free for guests. Of course,
if you go the bike route, you'll need an idea of what you want to
see.

 What To See

If visiting Ayutthaya on a day trip, then
you'll want to visit at a minimum:

1. Wat
Si Sanphet

2. Wat Phra Ram

3 Wat Ratchaburana

You can also visit Wat
Mahathat,
next to Wat Ratchaburana if desired. The Wat Mahathat and Wat
Ratchaburana area is a good place for lunch.

If you want to visit the Chao
Sam Phraya Museum, you can add it to the above
first. Visiting the Chan Kasem Museum would best be done last as it's close to
the east side of town where the bus and train stations are.

If you're staying in Ayutthaya at least one
night, then you can take in the above sights first, perhaps on the
day you arrive. Then, on the morning of your second day, you can
visit the outlying sights such as Wat Putthaisawan, Wat Chai Wattanaram, Wat Yai Chai Mongkon and Wat Phanan Choeng. If you have time, you can visit Wat
Na Phra Man and the Golden Mount.

 Map
& Orientation
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The old royal city lies on an island formed
by the confluence of three rivers, with a little help from man, I
think. Following ancient beliefs about the layout of cities, in
which the city is thought of as a living thing
























































































































































































cover.jpg
F o | T
iAyutthaya

e Ide

I XPIOTENHE]

AncienticCapitall
g OfsSidat

Now Includes
Lopburi

| A





tmp_43cb99a4cae2c85737b20a57921c4ccb_HaOZNO_html_3b793f76.jpg
Wat Na
Phra Mane.
| Historical
‘N Park
Wat Lokaya -
Sutharam

s piiu
< suriyothai Chao Sam
Memorial Phraya
Museum
- Baifern =
wat Chai i
Wattanaram =

Wat
St Joseph's— Putthaisawan

Chan Kasem
Museum

7 Guesthouse
" Area

Pom Phet
Fortress

@l

wat
Phanan
Choeng






