

    
        
          The Lofty Giraffe

        

        
        
          Linda Rigsbee

        

        
          Published by HomeSpun Literature Publishing, 2025.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      THE LOFTY GIRAFFE

    

    
      First edition. February 6, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Linda Rigsbee.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8230329367

    

    
    
      Written by Linda Rigsbee.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

INTRODUCTION

FACT 1

FACT 2

FACT 3

FACT 4

FACT 5

FACT 6

FACT 7

FACT 8

FACT 9

FACT 10

FACT 11

FACT 12

FACT 13

FACT 14

Youth Books by Linda L. Rigsbee

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Sign up for Linda Rigsbee's Mailing List

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

INTRODUCTION
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While sculpting a giraffe, I did some research and discovered some unusual things that I didn't know about giraffes. I had to visit a lot of sites to find this information, so I decided to share my research in one book.

I illustrated this book using my own drawings and colored pencils

Giraffe Facts is also available as a literary coloring book at Amazon.

Linda L Rigsbee

Author, Artisan & Publisher
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FACT 1
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Early giraffes didn't have a long neck.
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The giraffe is believed to have evolved from the samotherium or Palaeotragus, a species that lived in the Miocene period, about 25 million years ago. Samotheriums were ungulates (hoofed animals) that lived in Africa and Eurasia. The first giraffe may have been the Bohlinia, which lived 5 million years ago.

The closest living relative to the giraffe is the okapi, which lives only in the rain forests of the Democratic Republic of Congo, Africa. It is the only other animal living today that has ossicones, a kind of horn described later in this book. The okapi doesn't have a long neck, but it does share some other features with the giraffe.
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FACT 2
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A group of giraffes is called a tower.
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A group of giraffes can be called a tower or a herd. A baby is called a calf, a female is called a cow and a male is called a bull.

Giraffe natural habitat is only in the continent of Africa. The first giraffe transported to another country happened in 1826. A female Nubian giraffe calf called Zarafa was captured near Sennar, Sudan by Arab hunters and used as a diplomatic gift between Egypt and France.

Many zoos have at least one giraffe. For many years, most of what we knew about giraffes was learned from animals in captivity. As you can imagine, life is much different for a giraffe in its natural habitat. We are still learning about giraffes in the wild.

One thing we have learned is that giraffes have become extinct in 8 of the African countries where they once lived. This is partly due to loss of habitat because of farming, and partly due to poaching.

We know that giraffes are social animals. Cows live together in groups of 15 to 20 along with some young males. Male calves stay with their mothers until they are about 15 months old and then they go live with groups of males. A female calf will usually stay with her mother until she is about 15 months but might leave to join another tower when she is 18 months old. She will usually stay in the same area where she grew up.

This map of the African continent and a list of countries in the mainland of Africa might help in understanding where these animals live. Africa includes some islands, such as the Canary Islands and Madagascar, but giraffes do not live on the islands.
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FACT 3
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The giraffe is the tallest animal on Earth.
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When it is born, a giraffe is already six feet tall. It will grow to be 14 to 20 feet tall, depending on the individual and gender. Masai Giraffe bulls can be 20 feet tall and weigh over 4,000 pounds. Cows are about 16 feet tall and can weigh up to 2700 pounds.

The tallest recorded giraffe is 18 ft 6 inches and lives in a zoo in Australia. Compare that to the tallest recorded elephant which is 13 feet tall.

A giraffe's legs are about 6 feet tall. The average human male is 5 ft 9 inches tall. He could probably stand upright and walk under the belly of a giraffe!

Female giraffes mature at about 4 years old. They carry their babies for 15 months and give birth standing up. When it is born, the baby giraffe falls about six feet to the ground.

The tops of the trees often provide the most nutrients. Being so tall, the giraffe doesn't compete with any other animals for that nutritious food! The trees benefit too, because that's where the blooms are and giraffes become pollinators, going from one tree to the next. How cool is that?

A giraffe can eat 75 pounds of leaves and twigs a day. Their favorite food is the leaves from the acacia tree.
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FACT 4
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A Giraffe has only 7 vertebrae.

––––––––
[image: ]


A Giraffe has the same number of vertebrae as a human, but the average human's neck is only 4-5 inches long compared to the 6-foot length of a giraffe neck. Each giraffe vertebra is over 10 inches long.

The giraffe uses its long neck to browse in the tops of trees.

With such a long neck, the giraffe heart has to pump hard to make sure enough blood gets to the brain. Giraffes have blood pressure twice that of humans.

To protect the giraffe’s brain from sudden changes in blood pressure when it lowers its head to drink, it has valves to stop the back-flow of blood and elastic-walled vessels that dilate and constrict to manage flow.

Scientists used to think that a giraffe had a huge heart, but research has shown that the heart is small in relation to the size of the giraffe. It has an extremely thick left ventricle wall muscle.

With all that pressure, the brain would have problems when it lowered its head, but they have valves and elastic-walled blood vessels that dilate and constrict to manage blood flow. This is a pressure regulatory system called rete mirabile.
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FACT 5
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The Giraffe has an 18-inch tongue.
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Giraffes like acacia tree leaves, but the tree has big thorns. The Giraffe has thick lips and sticky saliva to protect it from the thorns. The tongue is dexterous and 18 inches long and has thickened papillae (small lumps on the tongue) to protect it. The tongue is blueish-gray on the end and used with the mouth to strip the tree leaves around the thorns. It is thought that the dark color of the tongue protects it from the sun.

Giraffes are intelligent and have excellent eyesight. That comes in handy when your head is in the treetops.
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