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A LA MÉMOIRE DE ELI ABECASSIS — 1964 – 1986, CASABLANCA

EN FILS ATTENTIONNÉ, FRÈRE AFFECTUEUX, COUSIN CHÉRI DE TOUS

LIANT ET ATTACHANT, AMI SINCÈRE ET DÉVOUÉ

IL A TRAVERSÉ NOS VIES, SA DOUCE LUMIÈRE PARSEMÉE

ALTRUISTE, POÈTE ET MUSICIEN, FERVENT DE L'ÉQUITÉ

HABILE À L'ÉTUDE, AVIDE DE SAVOIR

OASIS DE BONTÉ, ÊTRE SANS AVOIR

UNE PARTITION D'AMOUR ET DE BONTÉ IL A JOUÉ

ELLE JOUE ENCORE POUR NOUS ET NOS PENSÉES POUR TOI TOUJOURS...
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Skywatch

On a clear night you might try

To gaze upon the starry sky.

A telescope or binoculars are

Great aids to observe a star.

To find your way it's good to sight

Upon a star that's very bright,

Like Sirius or Canopus,

Alpha Centauri or Arcturus.

You may see a planet or

A flash of light from a meteor.

Use a constellation chart

To help you tell the stars apart.

Start out when the day is done.

Most of all: Have lots of fun!
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The Universe

The universe is every place,

Including all the e m p t y space

It's every star and galaxy,

All objects of astronomy,

Geography, zoology

(Each cat and dog and bumblebee),

All persons throughout history—

Including you,

Including me.





[image: [Image]]
[image: [Image]]
[image: [Image]] 

A Galaxy

A galaxy has stars galore: a million, billion, even more. Some galaxies are round, some flat. Some form spirals. Some seem fat. Some are egg shaped. Some have bars. All have stars, and stars, and stars.
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The Solar System

Each planet orbits around the sun

(A somewhat circular path).

To calculate the time it takes

Requires lots of math.

Astronomers know the planets well,

Each mountain, ring, and moon.

But none has ever gone to one,

Nor will go to one soon.
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The Sun

Ninety-three million miles from Earth.

Nearly a million miles in girth.

4.6 billion years old.

Core eight times as dense as gold.

Here and there a dark sunspot.

And did you know ... the sun is hot?
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Mercury

Speedy, nimble, quick, and fast,

Round the sun it rushes past.

Always racing, on the run...

You'd run, too, so near the sun.
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Venus

Scalding-hot surface,

Nine hundred degrees.

Nothing can live there,

No creatures,

No trees.

Poisonous clouds

Of acid above.

Why was it named for

the goddess of love?
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The Earth

Two-thirds water.

One-third land.

Valleys deep.

Mountains grand.

Sky of blue.

Clouds of gray.

Life here, too—

Think I'll stay.
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The Moon

A NEW moon isn't really new,

It's merely somewhat dark to view.

A CRESCENT moon may seem to smile,

Gladly back after a while.

A HALF moon is half dark, half light.

At sunset look due south to sight.

A FULL moon is a sight to see,

Circular in geometry.

After full, the moon will wane

Night by night, then start again.





[image: [Image]]
[image: [Image]]
[image: [Image]] 


Mars

Mars is red,

And Mars is rusty,

Sandy, rocky,

Very dusty.

Mars has ice caps.

Once had streams.

Mars has Martians...

In your dreams!
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The Minor Planets

Sometimes known as asteroids.

Sometimes called the planetoids.

They always help to fill the void

Tween Jupiter and Mars.

Named for sweethearts, daughters, sons.

Some are small as breakfast buns.

Others larger, weighing tons,

But none as grand as stars.
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Jupiter

Jupiter's jumbo,

Gigantic,

Immense.

So wide

Side to side,

But gaseous, not dense.

With some sixteen moons

It's plainly prolific—

So super-dupiter

Jupiterrific!
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Saturn

Saturn's rings turn round Saturn.

Its moons turn round it, too.

Saturn, by turns, turns round the sun.

Saturning through and through.
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Uranus

Counting up planets,

Uranus is seven.

Named for the Greek god,

Uranus of heaven.

Gaseous like Neptune,

But slightly more wide.

Heaven knows how

It got knocked on its side.
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Neptune

Named for the Roman god of deep sea,

So far out in space that it's quite hard to see.

Its rings were discovered by Voyager 2.

Neptune is frigid and freezing and blue.
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Pluto

Pluto was a planet.

But now it doesn't pass.

Pluto was a planet.

They say it's lacking mass.

Pluto was a planet.

Pluto was admired.

Pluto was a planet.

Till one day it got fired.
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The Comet

Ice, rock, dirt,

Metal and gas—

Around the sun

A comet may pass.

A dirty snowball

Of space debris.

The biggest snowball

That you'll ever see.






[image: [Image]]
[image: [Image]]
[image: [Image]] 

The Constellations


Leo is a lion.

Lepus is a hare.

Cancer is a crab.

Ursa Major is a bear.

Lupus is a wolf.

Cetus is a whale.

Taurus is a bull,

From his horns down to his tail.

Pisces is two fish.

Musca is a fly.

And Cygnus is a swan

In this zoo up in the sky.
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The Black Hole

Nothing's black as

A black hole

(Not black ink or lumps of coal)

Some are small

And some quite wide.

Gravity pulls

All things inside

Like a giant

Cosmic broom.

(Wish I had one in my room.)
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The Great Beyond

If you flew past Pluto

There's more that you'd see:

A planetoid, Sedna,

Found 2003,

And objects in orbit

Known as planetesimals

(Sometimes so small,

They're measured in decimals).

Great galaxies spin,

While bright comets race.

And I'd tell you more,

But I've run out of space.
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A Galactic Glossary

Skywatch

Observing the night sky is a fascinating and awe-inspiring hobby. Binoculars will enable you to see the features of the Moon and all of the planets. A telescope has an even greater power of magnification that will allow you to study such distant objects as Jupiter's moons. Even if you don't have binoculars or a telescope, you can still enjoy skywatching. A sky map will help you identify the constellations as well as some of the planets.

The Universe

The universe is everything that exists in all of space and time—from the planets to the stars to the wide reaches of empty space. It contains billions of galaxies, each of which may contain billions of stars. Many scientists believe the universe was created ten to twenty billion years ago by a massive explosion called the Big Bang.


A Galaxy

A galaxy is a cluster of gas, dust, and millions, billions, or even trillions of stars that are held together by gravity. Some galaxies are so large it can take thousands of years for light to cross them. Earth is located within a galaxy called the Milky Way.

The Solar System

Our solar system, one of many in the universe, is made up of the Sun and all the objects that orbit it, including the planets and their moons, the minor planets (or asteroids), millions of meteoroids, and billions of comets.

The Sun

The Sun, the center of our solar system, is a sphere of spinning gas. Its energy is created by a nuclear reaction called fusion, which occurs
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 You'd run, 100, so near the sun.
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The universe s every place,

Including all the ¢ m p € y space.
It every star and galaxy,

All objects of astronomy,

Geography, zoology

Each cat and dog and bumblebee),
All persons throughout history—
Including you,
Including me.
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the sun

Ninety-three million miles from Earth.
Nearly a million miles in girth.

4.6 billion years old.

Core eight times as dense as gold.
Here and there a dark sunspot.

And did you know . . . the sun is hot?
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Nothing’s black as
A black hole
(Not black ink or lumps of coal).

Some are small
v And some quite wide. }
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All things inside
Like a giant .
Cosmic broom.

(Wish I had one in my room.)
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