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: EAGER TO LEAVE this trouble behind him, Miller took

his gambling talents to the seas, trying his skills aboard
transatlantic ocean liners. He created the alias of “Count
Victor Lustig” so he would fit in with the aristocrats and
millionaires who took steamships from Paris to New York.
He would chat up wealthy paéSengers and, over the course of the
trip, gain their trust. The voyage took about a week, just enough

time for a con artist with his talents to befriend his fellow

travelers and invite them to play a friendly game of cards.
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. AFTER LEAVING SCHOOL, he began playing poker
~and b1111ards “and found he was quite skilled at both.
He frequented bars and gambhng houses earnmg h1s living

asa professmnal gambler ‘

Miller ran into his first bit of trouble at the age of ninetéen,

when he began to flirt with the w1fe of aman whom he was
beating at poker. The man became enraged and cut Mlller S face
with a knife, leavmg Miller with a distinctive scar that went

from his left ear down to his jaw.
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AS AYOUNG MAN, Robert Miller was a gifted student

with a seemingly bright future ahead of him.

. Ah, yes.
A CON ARTIST! . CE e

all the same.
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the man who would one day be known by forty-five
different aliases was born to the Miller family, in what is now

the Czech Republic. His parents named him Robert.
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