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    A rising moral awareness meets a persistent trade in human misery, and the clash exposes how modern sympathy must face an age-old system of exploitation.

A New Conscience and an Ancient Evil endures as a classic because it marries intellectual clarity with public purpose, transforming social observation into a durable moral argument. Its authority derives from Jane Addams’s distinctive position as a reformer who grounded ideas in practical experience, and from prose that balances urgency with restraint. The book helped define the Progressive Era’s literature of social investigation, yet it also transcends its moment by articulating ethical questions that remain unsettled. Writers of social criticism, feminist theory, and community studies have continued to absorb its method: attentive listening, measured analysis, and a steady insistence that public life is accountable to the vulnerable.

Jane Addams, a leading social reformer and cofounder of Chicago’s Hull House, published A New Conscience and an Ancient Evil in 1912 during the Progressive Era. The book examines the commercialized sex trade—then often discussed as trafficking or the so-called white slave traffic—and explores the social conditions that enable it. Drawing from civic experience and communal work, Addams aims to awaken moral responsibility while proposing constructive, preventive responses. She writes to mobilize readers, inviting them to consider how neighborhoods, institutions, and ordinary citizens might act together. Without sensationalism, the text offers a lucid account of causes and consequences, seeking to align compassion with practical reform.

Situated at the crossroads of settlement-house writing, civic ethics, and early feminist analysis, the book exemplifies a form of nonfiction that influenced later public scholarship. Addams’s approach reshaped how writers portray social ills: not as isolated tragedies but as patterns rooted in labor, migration, gender norms, and legal gaps. Her careful synthesis of testimony and argument broadened the repertoire of reform literature beyond exposé toward sustained ethical reasoning. In literary history, it stands beside other Progressive Era investigations, yet it is distinct in its faith in democratic participation and community care. Subsequent generations have drawn on its method to join narrative, policy insight, and moral philosophy.

The book’s method is integral to its meaning. Addams gathers observations from urban life, considers public reports and civic testimony, and then tests these against the lived realities she encountered through social work. Rather than isolate individual wrongdoing, she traces networks of exploitation, economic precarity, and indifference. She examines how institutions, from courts to charities, can dull or awaken conscience depending on their practices. The result is not a catalogue of horrors but a map of responsibility, where prevention, education, health, and fair labor intersect. This integrative design demonstrates how ethical insight expands when communities track causes, coordinate remedies, and measure progress over time.

A central insight animates the narrative: conscience grows through encounter. Addams argues, in effect, that the public’s moral sense deepens when people face uncomfortable facts and translate sympathy into action. She portrays conscience as a social faculty rather than a private ornament, building on shared experience and common standards. The ancient evil—exploitation for profit—persists because it adapts to new conditions; the new conscience must likewise adapt, finding contemporary means for protection, dignity, and redress. In this way, the book advances a philosophy of practical ethics, where empathy is disciplined by evidence and where reform is measured by the safety it creates.

The Progressive Era context is essential. Rapid urbanization, industrial work, and migration created opportunities and vulnerabilities that outpaced existing safeguards. Settlement houses like Hull House offered education, childcare, and cultural exchange, but they also served as vantage points for understanding how policy, policing, housing, and employment shaped daily risk. Addams uses that perspective to distinguish moral panic from moral responsibility. She refuses both complacency and spectacle, emphasizing prevention over scapegoating and community organization over isolated rescue. By situating personal harm within public systems, she shows that addressing exploitation requires sustained investment in health, labor standards, and fair procedures.

Literarily, the book is notable for its restraint and precision. Addams avoids melodrama, relying instead on steady reasoning and humane description. Her rhetorical technique—clear definitions, cumulative evidence, and calibrated appeals to shared values—allows readers to think alongside her rather than be coerced by outrage. The prose often moves from concrete scenes to general principles, inviting readers to test the claims against their own observation. This balance grants the work a durable tone: sober without detachment, compassionate without sentimentality. The style models democratic discourse, assuming readers can hold complexity while still committing to practical steps that protect the young and the precarious.

The influence of A New Conscience and an Ancient Evil can be traced in how it shaped civic conversations about prevention, public health, education, and women’s leadership in reform. It offered a framework that organizations, educators, and advocates could adapt to local conditions, emphasizing cooperation among citizens, officials, and service providers. While rooted in its time, the book helped normalize the idea that social problems require systemic remedies rather than purely punitive responses. Its ethical vocabulary—responsibility, dignity, and shared duty—has informed discussions in community development, social policy, and gender justice, reinforcing the belief that civic life can be remade by collective care.

Contemporary readers will find the book strikingly relevant. Exploitation continues in varied forms, often amplified by global markets, migration pressures, and technology. Addams’s insistence on pairing empathy with practical remedies speaks directly to current debates about prevention, survivor support, labor protections, and the responsibilities of institutions. Her caution against panic and her preference for steady, evidence-guided reform challenge quick fixes and punitive reflexes. The work invites readers to ask not only who is harmed, but also which structures make harm profitable, and how communities can realign incentives toward safety. In this sense, it functions as both historical document and living guide.

The themes that resonate across the chapters include the tension between economic gain and human dignity, the importance of collective conscience, the limits of blame, and the promise of prevention. Addams explores how norms are formed—by families, schools, churches, courts, workplaces—and how those norms either shield or endanger people at the margins. She argues for civic imagination: the capacity to envision policies and practices that reduce vulnerability before harm occurs. The book thus evokes vigilance, compassion, and resolve. It calls readers to recognize that protecting the vulnerable is not charity but the ordinary work of a just community.

As an introduction to Jane Addams’s thought, A New Conscience and an Ancient Evil offers a rare blend of moral clarity, patient analysis, and practical hope. It earns its classic status by proving that careful observation can deepen empathy and that empathy can be organized into public action. Readers today can draw from its method—listen widely, reason carefully, act cooperatively—to navigate modern forms of exploitation. The book remains engaging because it trusts citizens to grow in understanding and to build institutions worthy of that growth. Its lasting appeal lies in a simple promise: conscience, renewed, can make old evils less inevitable.
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    Jane Addams’s A New Conscience and an Ancient Evil examines the problem of commercialized vice in the early twentieth-century United States and the emerging public resolve to confront it. Framing prostitution as an “ancient evil” meeting a “new conscience,” the book situates the issue within rapid urbanization, immigration, and industrial change. Drawing on settlement work and civic investigations, it assembles observations, testimonies, and statistics to describe how exploitation persisted in modern cities. Addams’s central aim is to document the phenomenon clearly, trace its causes and mechanisms, and outline remedies that combine legal reform, social protection, and community responsibility, while demonstrating the broadened moral concern of the era.

Early chapters recount the sudden public discovery of the so-called white slave traffic, a term then used for the coercion and transport of women for vice. Addams traces how scattered stories solidified into a recognized pattern through inquiries by settlements, private societies, and municipal committees. Case records illustrate recruitment by deceit, interstate movement, and the difficulties victims faced in escape or redress. While acknowledging sensational reporting, the narrative emphasizes verified evidence sufficient to prompt organized response. This phase of awakening conscience, she notes, transformed a private scandal into a civic issue, compelling lawmakers, courts, and citizens to reconsider long-tolerated practices.

Addams describes the commercial organization behind prostitution as a business with defined roles, profits, and protection. She identifies procurers, panders, madams, and intermediaries—such as cab drivers, hotel clerks, and employment agents—who connect potential victims to brothels and assignations. Vice districts, often tacitly segregated by municipalities, concentrate activity and revenue, creating opportunities for bribery and official tolerance. Debt bondage through clothing, lodging, or fines keeps women under control. The account differentiates casual vice from a systematic trade supported by advertising, coded signals, and transportation networks. This structure, she argues, requires equally systematic remedies aimed at both supply and demand.

Attention then turns to public amusements and urban spaces that expose young people to risk. Dance halls, skating rinks, nickel theaters, excursion boats, and street corners form a nightly circuit where alcohol, late hours, and lax supervision enable recruitment. Addams notes deceptive courtship, sham employment offers, and fake marriages as common lures. Immigrant girls, unfamiliar with language and customs, are particularly susceptible to misleading advertisements and unscrupulous employment agencies. The book links unsafe environments to inadequate recreation and oversight, advocating licensed, well-managed venues and trained attendants. By mapping these pathways, the narrative shows how everyday pleasures can be manipulated into gateways to exploitation.

Economic conditions occupy a central place in the analysis. Low wages for women in factories, department stores, and restaurants, coupled with long hours and irregular employment, limit safe choices and increase vulnerability. Domestic service, though sheltered, is isolated and offers little recreation. Addams presents budgets and wage figures to argue for minimum wage standards, shorter hours, and effective placement services. She also summarizes contemporaneous views on personal instability and mental deficiency as risk factors, reflecting the period’s prevailing assumptions. Without reducing the issue to any single cause, the book treats economic pressure, isolation, and inexperience as significant contributors to recruitment and entrapment.

Legal chapters survey evolving statutes and enforcement practices. Reforms include raising the age of consent, criminalizing pandering, strengthening guardianship of minors, and enacting federal measures against interstate transport, notably the 1910 White Slave Traffic (Mann) Act. Addams reports on specialized vice commissions, women police, probation officers, and separate courts for juveniles and women. She documents hindrances such as corruption, insufficient evidence rules, and the tendency to punish victims rather than organizers. Case coordination among cities and improved identification procedures appear as practical needs. The narrative presents law as necessary but incomplete, requiring administrative integrity, trained personnel, and community backing to be effective.

Beyond law, the book emphasizes prevention through moral education and social hygiene. Schools, churches, and settlements are urged to provide frank instruction on health, responsibility, and respectful relations, countering the double standard that excuses male misconduct. Addams advocates wholesome recreation—gymnasiums, supervised dances, clubs, and summer outings—to displace unsafe amusements. Guidance for immigrant families, mother’s meetings, and neighborhood visiting extend protective influence into homes. She recommends clear rules for theaters and dance halls, adequate lighting, and trained chaperonage. The overall approach seeks to build character, knowledge, and safe opportunity, so that youthful curiosity and sociability are met with constructive outlets rather than commercial exploitation.

Addams underscores cooperation among civic groups, settlements, churches, business associations, police, and the press. She cites municipal and state inquiries and aligns them with international efforts to suppress traffic across borders through treaties and information-sharing. The book reviews the debate over segregated vice districts and presents reasons for rejecting regulated tolerance in favor of abolition and prevention. Provision for those leaving prostitution—shelter, medical care, vocational training, and careful placement—is treated as integral to reform. Persistent inspection of hotels, employment agencies, and transportation hubs, together with publicity and civic vigilance, are offered as methods to disrupt the trade’s infrastructure.

The concluding argument ties these elements to the idea of a new social conscience capable of matching an old abuse. Addams portrays the movement as a collective response that joins investigation, publicity, legislation, enforcement, and constructive alternatives. She stresses equal moral standards for men and women, the protection of children and adolescents, and the civic duty to provide fair work, decent leisure, and safe streets. The book closes by urging sustained, coordinated effort—a blend of immediate safeguards and long-term economic and educational reforms—so that cities reflect common responsibility rather than commercialized exploitation.
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    Jane Addams published A New Conscience and an Ancient Evil in 1912, addressing prostitution and trafficking as they emerged within the urban United States at the height of the Progressive Era. The book is grounded most concretely in Chicago between roughly 1900 and 1912, when unprecedented migration and industrial growth transformed the city. Chicago’s population climbed from about 1.7 million in 1900 to over 2.1 million by 1910, crowding immigrant neighborhoods and stretching public services. Factories, rail yards, and boardinghouses clustered on the Near West and Near South Sides produced conditions ripe for exploitation, while new civic, religious, and reform organizations tested modern methods of social investigation and intervention.

Addams writes from the vantage of Hull-House, the settlement she co-founded in 1889 at 800 South Halsted Street, amid crowded tenements, sweatshops, and cheap amusements. Chicago’s official tolerance of segregated vice districts shaped daily life, especially around the South Side Levee. Police protection and machine politics shielded brothels, saloons, and dance halls even as reformers mapped, counted, and exposed their harms. International anxieties about trafficking, new federal policing tools, and municipal investigations converged in this period. The book’s setting thus merges a specific geography of Chicago streets and wards with a broader national and transatlantic campaign to define, measure, and curtail commercialized vice.

The South Side Levee emerged after the 1871 fire and by the 1890s became Chicago’s most notorious vice district, centered on 22nd Street (later Cermak Road) and stretching along State, Dearborn, and Wabash avenues. Aldermen John Bathhouse John Coughlin and Michael Hinky Dink Kenna of the First Ward brokered protection, while the extravagant First Ward Ball, held until 1908 and halted in 1909, flaunted ties between politics and vice. The Everleigh Club, opened in 1900 by Ada and Minna Everleigh at 2131–2133 South Dearborn, symbolized elite prostitution. Addams repeatedly points to such concentrated vice as a civic failure: a municipal choice to segregate, shield, and monetize exploitation.

The Chicago Vice Commission, established by the city in 1910 and chaired by Dean Walter T. Sumner, conducted extensive inquiries and published The Social Evil in Chicago in 1911. This 463-page report gathered testimony from police, physicians, social workers, and residents; surveyed brothels and dance halls; and compared European regulatory schemes. It concluded that the policy of a tolerated red-light district had failed and recommended abolition of segregation, stricter enforcement against pandering, regulation of dance halls, and the creation of a specialized morals court. Addams drew heavily on the Commission’s findings, echoing its data-driven indictment and using its categories to frame prevention, rescue, and civic responsibility.

Implementation followed swiftly. After Carter H. Harrison II returned as mayor in April 1911, city authorities intensified enforcement. On October 24, 1911, Harrison ordered the Everleigh Club closed; by 1912 the Levee’s core houses were shuttered. The longer arc included the establishment of a Morals Court in 1913 and, in subsequent years, red-light abatement statutes adopted across multiple states. Addams linked these actions to a wider awakening of public conscience, but she also warned of displacement effects and the continued peril of informal exploitation. Her book recasts Chicago’s crackdown not as a moral spectacle but as an empirical lesson: reform must pair suppression with wages, recreation, and legal protections.

Congress passed the White-Slave Traffic Act, known as the Mann Act, on June 25, 1910, criminalizing the interstate transport of women and girls for immoral purposes. Enforcement fell to the Bureau of Investigation, created in 1908 under Attorney General Charles J. Bonaparte with Stanley W. Finch as its first chief. High-profile prosecutions, such as those involving boxer Jack Johnson in 1913, revealed the law’s reach and controversies over consensual relationships. Addams recognized the importance of federal authority against organized trafficking, yet her book stresses prevention and social supports over punitive spectacle, urging that coercion be distinguished from poverty-driven choices and that victims receive protection rather than stigma.

The world’s first juvenile court opened in Cook County in 1899 under the Illinois Juvenile Court Act, propelled by reformers Lucy Flower and Julia Lathrop. The court institutionalized probation, detention homes, and specialized procedures for dependent and delinquent children. The Juvenile Protective Association (founded as a league in 1907 by Louise de Koven Bowen) investigated dance halls, employment agencies, and street trades that exposed girls to predation. Addams, long involved in these networks, reflects the juvenile court ethos in her book’s attention to age, vulnerability, and rehabilitation. She treats the exploitation of adolescents as a civic emergency demanding guardianship, recreational alternatives, and targeted policing of pandering.

In 1912 the United States established the Children’s Bureau within the Department of Commerce and Labor, appointing Julia Lathrop of Hull-House as its first chief. The Bureau’s mandate to collect national data on infant mortality, child labor, and child welfare marked a federal embrace of social statistics to guide policy. Its early surveys and bulletins set methodological standards for reform. Addams’s book mirrors this turn to evidence, advancing case records, interviews, and comparative studies to redefine prostitution as a social problem. Her connection to Lathrop and the Bureau’s fact-finding ethos underscores the book’s argument that informed public administration, not moral panic alone, must steer protective legislation.

The resurgence of woman suffrage from 1910 to 1914 transformed city reform politics. Western states like Washington (1910) and California (1911) enfranchised women; Illinois in 1913 granted women presidential and municipal voting rights. Addams, a vice president of the National American Woman Suffrage Association in 1911, publicly argued that women needed the ballot to defend homes and children against commercialized vice. In the book, this claim becomes practical: women’s civic presence expands the capacity to regulate dance halls, supervise employment agencies, and fund protective services. Suffrage is portrayed less as abstract rights and more as a vital instrument for safeguarding working-class girls.

The settlement house movement, anchored in Chicago by Hull-House (founded 1889 by Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr), supplied infrastructure for inquiry and intervention. Hull-House offered night classes, a labor museum (established in 1900), a theater, clubs for girls, and legal aid. Residents including Florence Kelley and Julia Lathrop pioneered factory inspection, social surveys, and probation services. Addams’s book grows from this daily contact: staff traced recruiters, accompanied girls to court, and mapped the pathways from sweatshop wages and overcrowded rooms to sexual coercion. Settlement work thus provided both the human narratives and the statistical base for the book’s practical program.

Protective labor legislation formed a crucial flank of anti-vice strategy. Illinois’s Factory Act of 1893 limited hours for women and children; Florence Kelley, living at Hull-House, served as the state’s chief factory inspector from 1893 to 1897. National momentum continued with the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Muller v. Oregon (1908), which upheld Oregon’s ten-hour law for women, supported by Louis Brandeis’s data-laden brief. By connecting wages, hours, and fatigue to women’s vulnerability to coercion, reformers tied labor policy to moral protection. Addams’s book explicitly advances this linkage, insisting that living wages, shorter hours, and safe workplaces reduce recruitment into prostitution.

Immigration policy and inquiry shaped the era’s debates. The Immigration Act of 1907 expanded exclusions and deportation grounds, including for prostitution-related offenses, and created the Dillingham Commission, which issued 41 volumes by 1911. Its reports cataloged conditions among new immigrants and recommended restrictions, often feeding nativist narratives that conflated foreignness with vice. Chicago’s Near West Side hosted Italians, Poles, Russian Jews, and others navigating labor markets and language barriers. Addams situates trafficking risks within this migration, rejecting ethnic scapegoating while documenting how fraudulent employment bureaus, cabmen, and procurers targeted recent arrivals. Her analysis seeks safeguards in regulation and education, not in discriminatory exclusion.

The social purity movement, led in the United States by the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (founded 1874) and influenced by British reformers such as Josephine Butler, campaigned to abolish state-regulated prostitution and raise ages of consent. The WCTU’s Department of Social Purity, active from the 1880s, allied clergy and clubwomen to pressure legislatures and police boards. Over the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, U.S. states raised ages of consent from the low teens toward 16 and 18, and curtailed procurement. Addams’s framing of a new civic conscience echoes this coalition, but she adds modern social science and municipal administration to moral suasion.

International accords formalized cooperation against trafficking. The 1904 International Agreement for the Suppression of the White Slave Traffic, negotiated in Paris, standardized information exchange on procurers and missing women; the 1910 International Convention strengthened penal measures. The United States adhered to the 1904 agreement soon after and joined the 1910 convention in the following years, complementing the 1910 Mann Act at home. Addams invokes this transatlantic context to show that commercialized vice exploited steamship routes, labor agencies, and porous borders. Her book translates international commitments into local policy, urging Chicago and other cities to professionalize identification, shelter, and repatriation protocols for victims.

Investigative journalism and civic committees exposed vice and official collusion. In New York, the Committee of Fifteen (1900–1901) and the Committee of Fourteen (founded 1905) targeted Raines Law hotels and disorderly resorts. In Chicago, George Kibbe Turner’s McClure’s article The City of Chicago: A Study of the Great Immoralities (April 1907) named First Ward bosses and detailed police graft. Chicago prosecutor Clifford G. Roe published on pandering in 1910. Addams’s book builds on this tradition, but shifts emphasis from sensationalism to systems: she uses names, places, and dates to trace networks of recruitment and protection, advocating sustained municipal oversight rather than episodic raids.

As social critique, the book recasts prostitution not as isolated sin but as a civic index of industrial inequity, political corruption, and gendered powerlessness. Addams indicts segregated districts, ward machines, and complicit police for monetizing women’s bodies, while faulting factories and employment agencies for wages and practices that narrow choices. She calls for municipal housekeeping that treats dance halls, lodging houses, and amusement parks as public responsibilities. By pairing case studies with statistics, she contests myths of innate depravity and redirects blame toward institutions that profit from vice.

Politically, the book challenges both laissez-faire complacency and punitive excess. It critiques the misuse of laws like the Mann Act against consensual relationships, urging precise enforcement against coercion and commercial exploitation. It exposes class divides in arrest patterns and venereal disease policy, where poor women were policed while affluent men escaped scrutiny. The work argues that enfranchised women, informed public officials, and standardized social services are necessary to dismantle protection rackets and create economic alternatives. In situating sexual exploitation within wage policy, immigration governance, and urban administration, Addams advances a comprehensive democratic remedy to the era’s intertwined injustices.
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    Jane Addams (1860–1935) was an American social reformer, public intellectual, and author whose work shaped the Progressive Era in the United States. Best known as cofounder of Hull House in Chicago and as a pioneering leader of the settlement movement, she linked grassroots social work to democratic theory, civic education, and peace advocacy. Her essays and books articulated a pragmatic ethics grounded in everyday urban life, while her organizing secured practical reforms in labor standards, child welfare, and municipal services. Addams’s commitment to internationalism during and after the First World War later earned her the Nobel Peace Prize, underscoring her global significance.

Born and raised in Illinois, Addams was educated at Rockford Female Seminary, where a rigorous classical and moral curriculum encouraged her interest in ethics and public service. In the late 1880s she traveled in Europe and visited Toynbee Hall in London, a residence for university men engaged in social reform. That example of “settlement” work decisively shaped her next steps. Returning to Chicago, she drew insight from the Social Gospel and from currents in American pragmatism then flourishing nearby, engaging scholars and reformers who linked knowledge to practice. These intellectual influences converged with her desire to address poverty, immigration, and urban industrial change.

In 1889, Addams co-founded Hull House with Ellen Gates Starr in a working-class immigrant neighborhood of Chicago. The settlement offered kindergartens, clubs, lectures, a cooperative theater, art and music schools, and classes in languages and civics. Residents investigated housing, sanitation, and labor conditions, publishing empirical studies that informed campaigns for municipal reform. Hull House became a civic hub where neighbors, reformers, and visiting scholars met across lines of class and nationality. Addams emphasized participatory democracy: learning from neighbors’ experience, fostering self-government, and building coalitions with unions, teachers, and public officials to secure playgrounds, public health measures, and new social protections.

Addams developed these practical commitments in a body of writing that blended narrative, social analysis, and ethical argument. Democracy and Social Ethics examined moral life in an industrial society; Newer Ideals of Peace articulated civic alternatives to militarism; The Spirit of Youth and the City Streets explored recreation and urban culture; A New Conscience and an Ancient Evil analyzed the social roots of commercialized vice; and Twenty Years at Hull-House offered memoir and institutional history. Critics and supporters alike recognized her clear prose and distinctive synthesis of experience and theory. Her books circulated widely among educators, social workers, and policy makers, helping to legitimize settlement-based inquiry as a source of knowledge for reform.

Her public work extended into local and national politics. In Chicago, she advocated for school reform, juvenile courts, factory inspections, and public sanitation, and she served on civic boards and commissions concerned with education and welfare. Nationally, she became the first woman to preside over the National Conference of Charities and Corrections and publicly supported woman suffrage. During the 1912 campaign she endorsed the Progressive Party, arguing for social insurance and labor protections. Throughout, she maintained that democracy must be lived in neighborhoods and institutions, linking rights to everyday cooperation and insisting that government recognize the capacities of immigrants, women, and working people.

Addams’s peace advocacy intensified during the First World War. She chaired the International Congress of Women at The Hague in 1915 and helped launch what became the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, later serving in its leadership. With Emily Greene Balch and Alice Hamilton, she coauthored Women at The Hague, documenting the Congress’s proposals. Her opposition to the war drew public criticism, but she continued to promote mediation, disarmament, and humanitarian relief, themes she elaborated in Peace and Bread in Time of War. International recognition culminated in the Nobel Peace Prize, which she shared in the early 1930s.

In her later years, Addams continued speaking, writing, and advising reform organizations while coping with recurring health problems. She published The Long Road of Woman’s Memory and, near the end of her career, The Second Twenty Years at Hull-House, reflecting on evolving social work and the changing city. She remained a symbol of civic responsibility until her death in 1935. Today, scholars read her as a major pragmatist thinker and a founder of professional social work, while activists look to her settlement philosophy for models of community-based democracy. Her work endures in debates about immigration, public health, youth, and peace.
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The following material, much of which has been published in McClure’s Magazine, was written, not from the point of view of the expert, but because of my own need for a counter-knowledge to a bewildering mass of information which came to me through the Juvenile Protective Association of Chicago[1]. The reports which its twenty field officers daily brought to its main office adjoining Hull House[2] became to me a revelation of the dangers implicit in city conditions and of the allurements which are designedly placed around many young girls in order to draw them into an evil life.

As head of the Publication Committee, I read the original documents in a series of special investigations made by the Association on dance halls, theatres, amusement parks, lake excursion boats, petty gambling, the home surroundings of one hundred Juvenile Court children and the records of four thousand parents who clearly contributed to the delinquency of their own families. The Association also collected the personal histories of two hundred department-store girls, of two hundred factory girls, of two hundred immigrant girls, of two hundred office girls, and of girls employed in one hundred hotels and restaurants.

While this experience was most distressing, I was, on the other hand, much impressed and at times fairly startled by the large and diversified number of people to whom the very existence of the white slave traffic[3] had become unendurable and who promptly responded to any appeal made on behalf of its victims. City officials, policemen
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