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INTRODUCTION

Looking back on my first trip to a bead store more than a decade ago, I remember being amazed at the endless possibilities that lay before me. There was such a confusion of light and color that I barely knew where to look first. I wanted everything I saw.

After much deliberation, I bought a few tubes of beads and proudly left with my prizes. I had no earthly idea what I was going to do with them so I put them away.

It wasn’t long before I was searching out the information I needed to be able to make jewelry with my beads. I bought books, took classes and picked the brains of people whose work I liked.

Over the years, I’ve managed to figure out how to do most everything I wanted to do in beading through one of these methods. It sure would have been nice to have all the information in one place, though.

With that in mind, I have geared this volume to the beginner. I have tried to write and illustrate it in such a way that it can be used as a quick reference. The projects are lessons in how to use the material, finding or technique discussed.

Because it is impossible for every bead store to carry every bead, you probably will not be able to purchase the same beads I’ve used. I’ve tried to do the projects in a way that you can substitute beads of similar shapes or sizes. Several variations are given for each technique because using different beads can result in an entirely different look.

I hope you find this book a useful guide as you start on your beading adventure.
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CHAPTER 1

GETTING STARTED

This chapter covers the terminology and the basic materials you will need to begin beading. You will not use all of these items on every project, but if you do a lot of beading, you will eventually use most of them. Buy what you need as you need it, and add to your tools and materials as you can. When it comes to findings and stringing materials, it is always wise to purchase extra. Mistakes are not uncommon when you are learning, and some things cannot be reused.
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BEADS

The most basic material needed when making beaded jewelry is, of course, beads. The variety of beads available is so large that it’s impossible to describe all of them. The following are the most common materials and processes presently used in beadmaking. From bone to precious stone, each has its own personality.

BEAD MATERIALS

[image: 9780896891708_ps_0009_001]
Bone: A popular bead material that can be carved, ground, painted or dyed. Bone beads are usually lightweight.

[image: 9780896891708_ps_0009_002]
Bugle beads: Long, thin glass tube beads from 2mm to 30mm long in a variety of finishes. They can be straight, twisted or hex-cut.

[image: 9780896891708_ps_0009_003]
Faceted: Any bead that is ground with one or more flat surfaces. Faceting is most commonly done on glass, precious or semiprecious stone beads.

[image: 9780896891708_ps_0009_004]
Gemstone and semiprecious: Semiprecious gemstones are carved or ground into beads. They come in a large variety of colors, sizes and shapes.

[image: 9780896891708_ps_0009_005]
Lampworked or artisan: Lampworked beads are handmade by artisans one at a time through a process of wrapping molten glass around a mandrel in an open flame.

[image: 9780896891708_ps_0009_006]
Metal: Beads can be made from a variety of different metals. Many used in jewelry are made from precious metals or are a base metal plated with precious metals. Like glass beads, they can be molded into a large variety of shapes.

KEEP IN MIND THAT MOST BEADS ARE IMPORTED AND MANY COME FROM SMALL FACTORIES. IT IS WISE TO BUY MORE BEADS THAN YOU THINK YOU WILL NEED TO FINISH ANY PROJECT. DIFFERENCES CAN OCCUR IN GLASS DYE LOTS, SO EVEN THOUGH TWO BEADS MAY HAVE THE SAME NUMBER OR COLOR DESCRIPTION, THEY CAN BE TWO DIFFERENT COLORS. IN ADDITION, SOME BEADS ARE MANUFACTURED FOR ONLY A SHORT TIME AND ONCE THEY ARE SOLD OUT, YOU MAY NEVER FIND THEM AGAIN. FINALLY, BUYING EXTRA BEADS IS SIMPLY ECONOMICAL AND WILL PREVENT THE AGGRAVATION OF HAVING TO MAKE ANOTHER TRIP TO THE BEAD STORE TO GET A FEW BEADS TO FINISH YOUR PROJECT.

tip
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Plastic: A material readily used in bead production, although not popular for high-end jewelry. It can imitate any number of materials, like gemstones and glass.
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Polymer clay: Beads from polymer clay are becoming more widely available in bead shops. They are often artisan-made. Many are made from canes like millefiori glass and have interesting patterns. Such clay can duplicate other materials, like bone and semiprecious stone.
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Pressed glass: Beads molded when the glass is still soft. They can be made in almost any size or shape. Many beads used in costume jewelry are pressed glass.

[image: 9780896891708_ps_0010_004]
Shell: Shell can be ground into shapes, dyed and treated in a number of ways to make interesting beads. Small whole shells are often used for beads by drilling a hole in them.

[image: 9780896891708_ps_0010_005]
Swarovski crystals: These crystal beads are made in Austria. The beads have a high lead content and are precision faceted. They have a sparkle that resembles diamonds.

[image: 9780896891708_ps_0010_006]
Wood: These beads are made from any number of different wood types and are often carved, painted or dyed. Like bone, wooden beads are relatively lightweight.

SEED BEADS

Seed beads are very small, like seeds — hence their name. The two kinds of seed beads I recommend for bead weaving are Czech and Japanese. These two are more uniform in size than those from other countries. With a few exceptions, the seed beads used in this book are all Japanese. In complicated bead weaving, it’s often necessary to pass through the bead multiple times. Japanese seed beads have larger holes to facilitate the extra thread.

There are a number of sizes of seed beads used in this book — 6º, 8º, 11º, and 14º. Seed beads are sized by a number with an “º” symbol behind it, or sometimes with a “/0” behind the number. This symbol stands for “ought” and comes from an old way of numbering beads. Just remember that the larger the number, the smaller the bead.

Bead Finishes

Seed beads are available in a wide range of finishes, and more are being
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