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In most of the books we read for class, the stories have these 
			

			
				
really weird starts that don't seem like any kid | know. 
			

			
				
A farmer boy becomes best friends 
			

			
				
with an animal before he has to kill it. 
			

			
				
A girl in the '60s writes letters to God and gets 
			

			
				
her period after moving to a big city. 
			

			
				
None of these look like my story. 
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In my favorite video games, 
			

			
				
the story usually starts with 
			

			
				
the hero living in a small 
			

			
				
village, about to take on 
			

			
				
a great adventure! 
			

			
				
| suppose this is my village. 
			

			
				
Pretty normal stuff. 
			

			
				
When the bell rings, you'll 
			

			
				
be zipping out of here 
			

			
				
				
like 
roadrunners. 

			
				
What do we 
			

			
				
call that? 
			

			
				
A simile! 
			

			
				
That's right! 
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Some good students. 
			

			
				
Some bad students. 
			

			
				
Some boring teachers, but not Mr. Webb. He's 
			

			
				
the best of everyone | got for seventh grade! 
			

			
				
Unlike some of our mandatory reading, 
			

			
				
| have something better than a farm 
			

			
				
animal… 
			

			
				
Locker time, 
			

			
				
Sas? 
			

			
				
Ohhh 
			

			
				
yeah. 
			

			
				
…a best friend! 
			

			
				
3 
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Jon Ho and | first became 
			

			
				
friends because we both have 
			

			
				
last names that people like to 
			

			
				
make fun of. 
			

			
				
But we also both love: 
			

			
				
Okay, 
			

			
				
so about this 
			

			
				
weekend… 
			

			
				
				
…my 
grandma says that as long as 

			
				
your mom is okay with it, you can sleep 
			

			
				
over and we can hit up the Chinatown 
			

			
				
shops for models on Saturday! 
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Coming 
			

			
				
through! 
			

			
				
Are we seriously the 
			

			
				
only ones not using 
			

			
				
rolly backpacks?* 
			

			
				
*Another reason we're best friends. 
			

			
				
They all look like a 
			

			
				
bunch of zombies 
			

			
				
because of how 
			

			
				
those things slow 
			

			
				
them down! 
			

			
				
Simile 
			

			
				
alert! 
			

			
				
| overheard Joey tell Michael S 
			

			
				
that Dylan Youngerman snuck 
			

			
				
something really cool onto 
			

			
				
campus. 
			

			
				
| swear, if it's 
			

			
				
another pet Dylan 
			

			
				
has traumatized 
			

			
				
by stashing it in 
			

			
				
his backpack… 
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| got one! 
			

			
				
| got a 
			

			
				
RadBox! 
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Pfft, typical Dylan, 
			

			
				
showing off-- 
			

			
				
Let me 
			

			
				
see! 
			

			
				
How many 
			

			
				
games do you have 
			

			
				
already? 
			

			
				
Did you 
			

			
				
have to wait 
			

			
				
in line? 
			

			
				
How did 
			

			
				
you get one? 
			

			
				
Don't seem 
			

			
				
impressed. 
			

			
				
Don't go up there. 
			

			
				
Wait, is it the 
			

			
				
limited deluxe 
			

			
				
Cerulean Monsprite 
			

			
				
Combo-Pak? 
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My dad knows a guy. 
			

			
				
He didn't have to wait 
			

			
				
in line or anything. 
			

			
				
Didn't your parents 
			

			
				
get you one already, 
			

			
				
Sasan? 
			

			
				
Aren't you 
			

			
				
heir to the RadBox 
			

			
				
empire? 
			

			
				
Right. The last name thing. |'m Sasan 
			

			
				
Rad. My last name is literally Rad… 
			

			
				
but still cause for ridicule. 
			

			
				
Hah, cuz that joke 
			

			
				
wasn't old back in 
			

			
				
sixth grade, Dylan. 
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|'m just waiting for you 
			

			
				
to come up with something 
			

			
				
better, Sas. 
			

			
				
Whatever. 
			

			
				
C'mon, Jon. 
			

			
				
Jon? 
			

			
				
Another win for 
			

			
				
Youngerman. 
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| wanted 
			

			
				
to crack the 
			

			
				
tadig! 
			

			
				
You don't 
			

			
				
even like tadig! 
			

			
				
| know, but 
			

			
				
it's still fun 
			

			
				
to do! 
			

			
				
|'ll take 
			

			
				
Sasan's portion, 
			

			
				
Mom. 
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Can | 
			

			
				
borrow the car 
			

			
				
tonight? 
			

			
				
There's a free 
			

			
				
life-drawing class at 
			

			
				
Santa Monica College 
			

			
				
tonight. 
			

			
				
As long as you 
			

			
				
keep your phone on. 
			

			
				
Duh! 
			

			
				
*sigh* 
			

			
				
What's up, 
			

			
				
Sasan? 
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Nothing. 
			

			
				
| just… 
			

			
				
| had a thought. 
			

			
				
What's 
			

			
				
on your 
			

			
				
mind??? 
			

			
				
Well, it's… 
			

			
				
…| just wonder if 
			

			
				
there's going to be another 
			

			
				
split-evolution model for the 
			

			
				
next Monsprite Ceremonial 
			

			
				
game, or if they're going 
			

			
				
back to the previous 
			

			
				
level-based 
			

			
				
evolution. 
			

			
				
One day, 
			

			
				
you'll have a 
			

			
				
deep thought. 
			

			
				
You're just 
			

			
				
jealous cuz | look 
			

			
				
more Persian 
			

			
				
than you. 
			

			
				
Ow! 
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