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Introduction
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My 4-year-old son absolutely adores stories. This is marvellous and we have strived to first motivate this interest and then continually encourage it, picturing those ideal parents who cuddle up to tell their children stories. What those ideal parents never convey, however, is the absolute mental exhaustion of the tenth consecutive story about a T. Rex, a jet ski and a carrot.

Enter ChatGPT, which at time of writing was still relatively new and had just released the functionality to create your own GPTs. I created the Children’s Story Creator GPT to address my son’s insatiable desire for stories. You can find it here: https://chatgpt.com/g/g-NOUNY7p1G-children-s-story-creator (available at time of writing, May 2024).

But just any old story wouldn’t be good enough. ChatGPT works shockingly well, particularly when given more constraints within which to operate. Stories work best when delivering a moral message of some kind. So I made the Children’s Story Creator build each story around a moral. I also wanted to be able to incorporate whatever new vocabulary my son was currently learning, so that too became part of the set up.

Finally, kids just love pictures with their stories. Here, however, ChatGPT still (in 2024) falls very flat. It can create stunning pictures, but is completely incapable of maintaining consistent characters from one image to the next. But kids also love colouring, and ChatGPT can create pretty good line drawings for colouring, so that’s what I opted for.

The results are awesome. Within this book are 20 stories generated by the Children’s Story Creator, split into sections for four-, five- and six-year-olds, along with one picture for colouring for each story. Although the stories are supposed to become more complex with the target age, this difference is only minor, so all ages could read all ages, but I’ve aimed for a variety of themes, without repetition.

Nevertheless, as you read through the stories, you will notice patterns: they always begin with a similar paragraph introducing the characters via the town they live in, at some point the child’s eyes sparkle with excitement, and so on. Generating truly varied and novel stories on different themes and with different styles is quite beyond the scope of this GPT, and probably beyond the abilities of ChatGPT as it stands. That is for a later project.
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Holiday Adventure on Sunshine Island
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For a 4-year-old child, we'll keep the story engaging and simple, focusing on a holiday theme with fun activities. Here's the definition for each word, tailored to a young child's understanding:

	Hiking - Walking in nature on trails or paths.

	Snorkeling - Swimming with a mask to see fish and other sea creatures under water.

	Archery - Shooting arrows with a bow at a target.

	Drained - Feeling very tired.

	Sunshine - Light and warmth from the sun.

	Explore - Looking around to find new things.

	Joyful - Feeling very happy.


The moral for our story is: "Every day holds a chance to learn something new."

​​



Holiday Adventure on Sunshine Island

Once upon a time, in a small town where the sun always seemed to shine brighter, lived a joyful little girl named Zara. Zara loved holidays more than anything. One sunny morning, her parents surprised her with a trip to Sunshine Island for a special holiday filled with adventures like hiking, snorkeling, and even archery!

As soon as they arrived, Zara, feeling the warm sunshine, couldn't wait to explore. "Can we go hiking first?" she asked eagerly. Her parents nodded, and they set off on a trail surrounded by fluttering butterflies and chirping birds. Zara loved exploring the winding paths, feeling the earth under her little boots, and learning the names of new flowers.

The next day, they went snorkeling. Zara was a bit nervous at first, but she remembered to say "please" when asking the kind instructor, Mr. Jamal, for help. Mr. Jamal smiled and showed her how to breathe through the snorkel. "Look underwater, and you'll see a whole new world!" he encouraged. As Zara looked below the waves, her eyes widened in amazement at the colorful fish and coral. "It's like a treasure chest of fish!" she exclaimed, feeling the thrill of discovering something new.

On their third day, Zara tried archery. It was harder than she thought. She felt a bit drained after missing the target a few times. "Why can't I hit the target?" she asked, her voice tinged with frustration. Her archery coach, Miss Tanya, knelt beside her and explained, "Every skill takes practice, Zara. Let's try understanding how to aim better." With patience and a few more tries, Zara finally hit the target. "You did it because you kept trying and learned how to do it right!" Miss Tanya cheered.

Every night, Zara's parents tucked her into bed under the starlit sky of Sunshine Island. "Did you enjoy today?" they would ask. "Yes! I learned so much!" Zara would reply, feeling joyful and tired from her day's adventures.

On the last day, as they packed to leave, Zara felt a bit sad. "I don't want our holiday to end," she murmured. Her mother hugged her gently and said, "Every day holds a chance to learn something new, Zara. And you've learned so much on this trip!"

As they drove back home, Zara thought about all her adventures. She had learned how to hike through nature, snorkel in the sea, and even shoot arrows accurately. But most importantly, she discovered that every new day brought new lessons and that learning was part of the adventure.

And so, Zara’s holiday on Sunshine Island didn’t just teach her fun activities; it instilled a lasting curiosity and a love for learning. Every new day became a fresh adventure, filled with opportunities to grow and understand more about the world. As Zara grew up, she applied this lesson to every aspect of her life, eagerly embracing each new challenge as a chance to learn something new.
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Shezad's Splashing Adventure
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Here's a list of focus words related to swimming, tailored for a 4-year-old, with definitions that are easy to understand:

	Soaked: Very wet or covered in water.

	Flume: A small water slide or a channel that carries water.

	Float: To stay on the surface of water without sinking.

	Inhale: To breathe in air.

	Exhale: To breathe out air.

	Sink: To go down below the surface of water.

	Paddle: To move through water by using your hands or a flat piece of wood.

	Splash: To make water fly about noisily.

	Giggle: To laugh lightly in a silly or nervous way.

	Whirl: To turn or spin around quickly.


The moral for this story will be: "Helping others brings joy to ourselves."


Shezad's Splashing Adventure

Once upon a time, in the small, lively town of Rippleton, there was a little boy named Shezad who loved nothing more than swimming. His favorite place was the local pool, which had a bright, exciting flume that twisted like a giant snake. Shezad was only four years old, but he was already a great swimmer. He loved to float on his back, watching clouds drift by, and he could paddle with his hands so fast that he made big splashes.

One sunny day, Shezad’s mom took him to the pool. As they walked in, he could hardly contain his excitement. He giggled and hopped from one foot to the other. "Today I'm going to teach you how to use the flume!" his mom announced with a smile.

Shezad's eyes widened. "Really?" he asked, his voice a mix of excitement and nervousness.

"Yes, but first, let's warm up with some swimming," his mom suggested. They started with some simple exercises. Shezad floated effortlessly, inhaling deeply and exhaling slowly, feeling his body rise and sink gently with each breath. Then he practiced paddling, making the water whirl around him. He was soaked and laughing, enjoying every moment.

Finally, it was flume time. Shezad climbed the steps to the top, his heart thumping with anticipation
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