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    For those who continue to ask difficult questions—
and for those who understand that truth is not served by replacing official certainty with comfortable speculation.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "The truth is that all men having power ought to be mistrusted."
—James Madison
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Author's Note
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This book begins from a simple rule: doubt is not proof, secrecy is not innocence, and motive is not evidence. The assassination of President John F. Kennedy produced all three in abundance. It produced witnesses who disagreed about what they heard, agencies that withheld what they knew, investigators who made avoidable mistakes, and theories that converted every unanswered question into a certainty.

The purpose of this book is not to restore confidence by decree. It is to rebuild the case in sequence. First comes the political world in which Kennedy governed: Cuba, covert action, organized crime, Vietnam, civil rights, and the hostility of the radical right. Then comes Lee Harvey Oswald, not as a cardboard villain or helpless pawn, but as a documented human being whose biography contains both evidence and ambiguity. Only after the reader has seen the motorcade, the shootings, the medical response, the arrest, the autopsy, and the investigations does the book turn to the major conspiracy theories.

Three questions govern the narrative. Did Oswald shoot President Kennedy? Did anyone assist, encourage, or direct him? Did government agencies conceal evidence of a murder conspiracy, or did they conceal intelligence operations, sources, failures, and embarrassments that were related to the case without causing it? Those questions overlap, but they are not identical.

The Warren Commission concluded in 1964 that Oswald acted alone. The House Select Committee on Assassinations concluded in 1979 that Oswald fired the shots that struck Kennedy while also stating that Kennedy was probably killed as the result of a conspiracy. That latter conclusion rested substantially on acoustic evidence later rejected by a National Research Council panel. Later inquiries also established that federal agencies had not given the Warren Commission every relevant fact, especially concerning covert operations against Cuba and contacts among intelligence officers, Cuban exiles, and organized-crime figures.

The result is not a clean choice between blind faith and total suspicion. The physical case against Oswald is substantial. The evidence for a particular sponsor or command structure is much weaker. Government concealment is real, but its existence does not identify what was concealed. The assassination remains historically powerful because the public was asked to trust institutions that had already decided not to tell the whole truth.

This edition reflects the status of the public archive through July 2026. On March 18, 2025, records in the President John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection that had remained withheld on classification grounds were released. The National Archives has continued digitizing the much larger collection. Some materials remain restricted for legal or private reasons such as court seals, grand-jury rules, tax law, or donor agreements. No release has produced a verified order, operational plan, or confession establishing a broader assassination conspiracy.

The judgments in these pages are stated proportionately. Where evidence is strong, the language is direct. Where the record is divided, the division remains visible. The book does not ask the reader to admire uncertainty. It asks the reader not to disguise uncertainty as proof.
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A Note on Evidence and Terminology
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The Kennedy assassination has generated a vocabulary that can prejudge the evidence. "Official story" implies that a conclusion is merely governmental. "Conspiracy theory" can describe either a documented allegation or an unfalsifiable belief. "Magic bullet" ridicules a trajectory before geometry is examined. "Deep state" applies a later political term to institutions that existed in a different historical setting.

This book uses neutral descriptions whenever possible. The Mannlicher-Carcano rifle is called the rifle recovered in the Depository until its connection to Oswald is established. Lee Harvey Oswald is called the accused assassin when the narrative is confined to the first weekend. Later analytical chapters state conclusions based on the accumulated evidence.

Evidence is grouped into four practical categories. Established facts have strong provenance and independent support. Strongly supported inferences rest on converging evidence but were not proved in an adversarial trial. Plausible possibilities fit known circumstances but lack an operational chain. Discredited claims conflict with stronger evidence or depend on self-sealing logic.

Witness testimony is evaluated by the time of the first statement, location, opportunity to observe, consistency, corroboration, and exposure to later publicity. A witness can be honest and mistaken. A government witness is not automatically reliable; a critical witness is not automatically courageous or correct.

Intelligence documents require special care. A file can preserve rumor, disinformation, preliminary reporting, or a claim rejected by the agency that recorded it. Classification indicates sensitivity, not truth. Declassification indicates release, not authentication.

Dates and times are given as precisely as the record permits. Some clocks were not synchronized, some witnesses estimated, and some later timelines combine independent sources. "Approximately" is therefore substantive, not evasive.

No conclusion receives credit merely because a rival explanation has a weakness. A disputed chain of custody does not identify a substitute bullet. CIA concealment does not identify a CIA shooter. Ruby's criminal associations do not prove a Mafia order. The burden remains on the affirmative claim.

The case is emotionally charged because the victim was a president and because the crime appears on film. The standards of evidence should become stricter, not looser, under that pressure.
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Prologue
Twelve-Thirty in Dealey Plaza
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At 12:29 on the afternoon of November 22, 1963, the presidential motorcade was moving west through downtown Dallas beneath a bright sky. The morning rain had passed. The plastic bubble top had been removed from the presidential limousine, not because it could have stopped a rifle bullet - it could not - but because the weather had cleared and the crowd had come to see the President.

John F. Kennedy sat in the right rear seat beside Jacqueline Kennedy. Ahead of them, on jump seats, sat Governor John Connally of Texas and his wife, Nellie. Secret Service agents rode in the follow-up car. Motorcycle officers flanked portions of the procession. Office workers leaned from windows. Families stood along the curb. The city had been presented for days as dangerous territory, yet the streets were crowded with people who cheered.

The motorcade turned right from Main Street onto Houston. Directly ahead stood the red-brick Texas School Book Depository. The limousine moved north toward it and then made the sharp left turn onto Elm Street. For several seconds, the President's car traveled below and away from the Depository's southeast corner. On the north side of Elm rose a grassy slope bordered by a concrete arcade, a picket fence, railroad tracks, and the triple underpass.

Nellie Connally turned toward Kennedy. The crowds had been warm. She told him that Dallas could no longer be said not to love him.

Then came a noise.

Many witnesses later compared it to a firecracker. Others immediately thought it was a rifle shot. Some heard three reports. Some thought they heard two. Others remembered four or more, or described sounds so close together that they seemed to overlap. In an urban bowl of brick, concrete, open grass, and railroad structures, sound reflected and misled.

Kennedy's hands rose toward his throat. Governor Connally turned, trying to see what had happened. He was struck in the back, the bullet tearing through his chest and wrist before leaving a wound in his thigh. Another shot hit Kennedy's head. Jacqueline Kennedy climbed onto the rear of the limousine. Secret Service agent Clint Hill sprinted from the follow-up car, reached the trunk, and pushed her back toward the seat as the driver accelerated.

The plaza broke into fragments of motion. Some people dropped to the ground. Some ran toward the grassy knoll. Others stared at the Depository. Motorcycle officers dismounted. Railroad workers looked behind the fence. A witness with a movie camera, Abraham Zapruder, had captured the central horror on eight-millimeter film, though no one yet understood what that strip of color would become.

The limousine reached Parkland Memorial Hospital within minutes. Kennedy was carried into Trauma Room One. Connally went to Trauma Room Two. Doctors confronted wounds they had no realistic chance to repair. The President had no measurable blood pressure and no effective respiration. A tracheotomy was performed through a wound in his throat. Blood and brain tissue marked the treatment room. At one o'clock, John Fitzgerald Kennedy was pronounced dead.

While physicians worked, Dallas police radio traffic spread descriptions that were incomplete, changing, and sometimes wrong. Officers entered the Depository. A police officer encountered a thin young employee in a second-floor lunchroom. The building's superintendent identified him as a worker, and the officer moved on. Within the hour that employee, Lee Harvey Oswald, had left downtown, returned briefly to his rooming house, and continued south through Oak Cliff.

At approximately 1:15, Dallas patrolman J. D. Tippit was shot to death on a residential street. A search converged on the Texas Theatre. Oswald was arrested after a struggle. By evening the police were questioning him about both killings. He denied shooting anyone. He said a photograph showing him with a rifle had been altered. Before cameras, he declared that he had not been charged with killing the President and said he was a patsy.

Two days later, as police moved Oswald through the basement of headquarters, nightclub owner Jack Ruby stepped from a crowd of reporters and officers and fired a revolver into Oswald's abdomen. The accused assassin died at Parkland, where Kennedy had died two days earlier. Tippit had been taken to Methodist Hospital and pronounced dead there.

The United States would never hear Oswald testify under oath. There would be no adversarial trial, no defense case, no cross-examination of the state's witnesses, no jury verdict. Instead there would be commissions, committees, memoirs, leaks, revelations, films, arguments, and a government archive eventually containing millions of pages.

The shots in Dealey Plaza killed a president. The murder of Oswald ensured that the case would also become a struggle over who had the authority to explain what Americans had seen.

Before the first national broadcast had settled on a description, the crime was already dividing into incompatible stories. A witness behind the fence believed the shot had passed over his shoulder. A man in the street looked upward toward the Depository. Doctors saw wounds without knowing the path that connected them. Officers received a suspect description whose source would itself become disputed. Every participant possessed a fragment and mistook the fragment, understandably, for the whole.

The state moved faster than history. A president had to be pronounced dead, a successor sworn in, a city searched, a suspect identified, foreign governments assessed, and a nation reassured. Decisions made for immediate necessity became permanent features of the evidence. Kennedy's body left Dallas before a local autopsy. Oswald was questioned without a complete recording. Reporters entered police headquarters. The rifle was handled, photographed, and described before every chain was settled.

In the years that followed, the plaza acquired a second landscape layered over the first. The sixth-floor window became the site of official certainty. The grassy knoll became the site of public doubt. Parkland and Bethesda became rival medical narratives. Mexico City became a place where voices, photographs, and aliases no longer aligned. The archives grew until their size itself appeared to promise a hidden answer.

The murder is often approached backward, beginning with a preferred conspirator and selecting the facts that lead toward him. This book begins with the opposite discipline. It follows the people, evidence, and decisions forward in time, then asks which theories survive the journey.
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PART I

The World Behind the Motorcade
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CHAPTER 1
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The Kennedy Presidency and Its Enemies
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John F. Kennedy entered the White House as the youngest man elected to the presidency and one of the narrowest victors in modern American history. His administration cultivated an image of energy, intelligence, and controlled glamour. The language of the New Frontier made government sound adventurous. The photographs of the Kennedy family made power look youthful. Yet beneath that surface lay a coalition held together by strain: Northern liberals, Southern Democrats, urban machines, organized labor, Cold War hawks, and voters attracted to Kennedy's promise that the United States could be both forceful abroad and modern at home.

The close election of 1960 meant that Kennedy never possessed the kind of mandate later mythology granted him. Richard Nixon and many Republicans believed irregularities in Illinois and Texas had helped determine the outcome. Conservative Democrats distrusted Kennedy's advisers, his religion, and eventually his support for civil-rights legislation. Southern segregationists saw federal intervention as tyranny. The radical right portrayed the administration as soft on communism even while it expanded defense spending and covert action.

Kennedy's enemies did not belong to a single camp, and their complaints frequently contradicted one another. To the anticommunist right, he had allowed Cuba to remain under Castro and had accepted a humiliating bargain after the missile crisis. To parts of the liberal left, he moved too slowly on civil rights, relied too readily on covert action, and surrounded himself with Cold War technocrats. Southern Democrats viewed federal intervention in Mississippi and Alabama as an assault on states' rights. Steel executives remembered his administration's public campaign against their 1962 price increase. Organized-crime figures faced an aggressive Justice Department. Exile militants believed promises about liberating Cuba had been broken. Each grievance later became a proposed motive, but an accumulation of hostility is not an operational plan.

The distinction matters because Kennedy's posthumous image became more coherent than his presidency had been. After Dallas, admirers constructed a trajectory toward peace: the American University address, the Limited Test Ban Treaty, tentative contacts concerning Cuba, and skepticism toward military escalation. Critics constructed a different record: the Bay of Pigs, Operation Mongoose, the buildup in Vietnam, and repeated attempts to project American power without openly declaring war. Both portraits draw on real evidence. The difficulty lies in deciding whether policy changes represented a settled transformation or the flexible maneuvering of a politician who often kept incompatible options alive.

Kennedy's relationship with the national-security establishment was equally complicated. He was no pacifist. He approved covert operations, increased the number of American military personnel in Vietnam, authorized dangerous confrontations, and repeatedly used the language of Cold War resolve. But he also distrusted advice that treated escalation as an automatic test of courage. The Bay of Pigs damaged his confidence in senior intelligence and military officials. The Cuban Missile Crisis reinforced his fear that bureaucratic momentum could carry nations toward nuclear war. By 1963, the Limited Test Ban Treaty and his American University address suggested a president searching for ways to control the contest with the Soviet Union rather than merely intensify it.

Kennedy's relationship with J. Edgar Hoover illustrates the problem. Hoover possessed political intelligence, private information, and institutional longevity unmatched by almost any official in Washington. Kennedy retained him despite unease, partly because dismissing him would have created an explosive fight. Robert Kennedy, as attorney general, formally supervised the FBI while depending on it. The Bureau monitored civil-rights leaders, pursued organized crime more seriously than it had before, and kept files touching the private lives of the president and his associates. Later suspicion of Hoover grew not from proof that he participated in murder but from the fact that he commanded an agency capable of surveillance, selective disclosure, and bureaucratic self-protection.

The military relationship was equally mixed. Kennedy increased defense spending and embraced counterinsurgency, yet he rejected or modified recommendations that could have produced larger wars in Cuba and Southeast Asia. Senior officers sometimes regarded the White House as politically timid; White House advisers sometimes regarded the chiefs as mechanically escalatory. The most famous examples emerged from the missile crisis, when air strikes and invasion were seriously discussed. But disagreement in the Situation Room does not establish a military plot. Institutions contain factions, resentments, and rival doctrines without automatically converting them into assassins.

Civil rights added another source of danger. Kennedy entered office cautious, concerned about congressional arithmetic and Southern support. Events forced him toward stronger action: the Freedom Rides, the integration of the University of Mississippi, Birmingham, and Governor George Wallace's stand at the schoolhouse door. In June 1963 he described civil rights as a moral issue and proposed major legislation. White supremacists responded with fury. At the same time, the administration authorized surveillance of Martin Luther King Jr. and failed to sever itself from the prejudices embedded in federal law enforcement. The government could advance equality in one sphere and violate liberty in another.

This produced real conflict, but conflict is not conspiracy. Presidents routinely anger generals, intelligence officers, industrial interests, financiers, criminals, political rivals, and foreign governments. Kennedy did so within a particularly violent period. His brother Robert directed an aggressive campaign against organized crime. His administration sponsored efforts to overthrow Fidel Castro while also exploring a possible accommodation with Cuba. He pressured steel executives, challenged Southern officials, disappointed Cuban exiles, and presided over a federal government that surveilled Martin Luther King Jr. while publicly moving toward a stronger civil-rights position.

This is the political world that conspiracy literature later compressed into the phrase "Kennedy had powerful enemies." The statement is true but analytically weak. Every president has powerful enemies. A useful motive must be attached to capacity, opportunity, communication, and evidence of action. Without those links, political conflict becomes a catalog rather than an explanation.

The later search for a motive in Kennedy's assassination often begins by assembling this list of enemies. The list is impressive because power creates adversaries. It is also dangerous because it can convert political disagreement into evidence of murder. The relevant question is not who disliked Kennedy. It is whether any person or institution possessed motive, capability, access, operational intent, and a traceable connection to the events in Dallas.

The narrower historical claim is stronger: Kennedy governed at the intersection of secret war, domestic upheaval, personal scandal, and nuclear danger. His administration created clandestine programs whose records were concealed for years. Those programs later overlapped with people and organizations investigated after his death. That overlap did not prove a plot, but it ensured that the assassination could never be studied as an isolated homicide. The hidden machinery of the presidency had become part of the crime scene.

Kennedy's death transformed policy disputes into retrospective dramas. Vietnam became a war of enormous scale under Lyndon Johnson, encouraging the belief that Kennedy had been killed because he intended to withdraw. The CIA's later scandals made every conflict between Kennedy and the agency appear prophetic. Revelations of Mafia involvement in CIA plots against Castro created a genuine secret alliance from which assassination theories could grow. Johnson's succession made him a beneficiary, and therefore a suspect, in the imaginations of those who mistook benefit for proof.

The Kennedy presidency supplied an environment dense with plausible motives. That fact should neither be minimized nor exaggerated. It tells us why many groups entered the field of suspicion. It does not tell us who fired from a window - or whether anyone stood behind the man accused of doing so.

CHAPTER 2
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The Bay of Pigs

[image: ]


The invasion at the Bay of Pigs began before Kennedy became president. During the final year of the Eisenhower administration, the Central Intelligence Agency developed a plan to train Cuban exiles, land them on the island, and trigger an uprising against Fidel Castro. The project combined wishful intelligence, political pressure, and the institutional confidence of an agency that had helped remove governments in Iran and Guatemala.

Kennedy inherited the plan and approved a modified version. He wanted Castro removed, but he also wanted the operation to appear independent of the United States. Those objectives were in tension from the beginning. An exile invasion strong enough to defeat Castro required unmistakable American support. An operation sufficiently deniable to protect Washington lacked the force needed to succeed if Cubans did not rise against the government.

The invasion Kennedy inherited had been designed under President Dwight Eisenhower, but it was not a finished military plan waiting only for a signature. It changed repeatedly as the new administration sought plausible deniability. The original concept envisioned a landing near Trinidad, a town with access to anti-Castro resistance and nearby mountains. Kennedy rejected a plan that looked too openly like an American-sponsored invasion. The site shifted to the Bay of Pigs, a remote coastal area whose geography made concealment easier but retreat far more difficult.

The operation depended on assumptions that were never adequately tested. The exile brigade was expected to establish a beachhead, trigger defections, and create conditions for a provisional government that could request international recognition and perhaps overt assistance. Cuban aircraft were supposed to be destroyed or neutralized. Popular opposition to Castro was assumed to be waiting for a visible catalyst. Each assumption reduced the need to confront the central question: what would the United States do if the brigade landed and the expected uprising did not occur?

The air plan became the decisive point of dispute. Initial strikes on April 15 failed to destroy Castro's air force and exposed the fiction that the attacking bombers were defecting Cuban aircraft. Kennedy canceled or restricted a second strike scheduled to protect the landing. Surviving Cuban planes attacked shipping and the beachhead. American naval and air assets remained nearby, but the president refused to convert a covert action into an acknowledged American invasion. To brigade veterans, this was abandonment. To Kennedy's defenders, it was refusal to rescue a fundamentally deceptive operation through a wider war.

On April 17, 1961, roughly fourteen hundred Cuban exiles landed on Cuba's southern coast. The invasion force was isolated, outnumbered, and deprived of the air support its planners had expected. Kennedy refused to authorize the direct American military intervention that might have rescued the operation while exposing the United States as its sponsor. Within days, the surviving invaders were killed or captured.

Responsibility was shared, though not equally understood at the time. CIA officers had allowed optimism to harden into institutional certainty. Military reviewers had evaluated parts of the plan without owning the operation as a whole. White House advisers had not forced a clear statement of failure conditions. Kennedy approved the mission despite doubts and then made decisions under pressure that could not undo the original defects. The result was not simply a tactical defeat. It was a collapse of trust among the president, the CIA, the military, and Cuban exiles.

Kennedy accepted public responsibility because a president could hardly do otherwise. Privately, investigations began. Allen Dulles, Charles Cabell, and Richard Bissell left senior positions over the following months. General Maxwell Taylor led a review. The CIA's inspector general produced a severe internal critique, while defenders of the agency argued that political restrictions had doomed an otherwise workable plan. The disagreement never ended because it concerned not only what happened but who had misled whom.

The failure humiliated the new administration. Kennedy publicly accepted responsibility, but privately his anger spread through the national-security apparatus. CIA Director Allen Dulles, Deputy Director Charles Cabell, and Richard Bissell eventually left their positions. To anti-Castro exiles and some veterans of the operation, Kennedy had betrayed men on the beach. To Kennedy and his defenders, the CIA had sold him a plan whose assumptions collapsed under pressure.

For the exile community, the emotional consequences were profound. Brigade 2506 had suffered dead, wounded, and captured members. Families in Florida waited while prisoners remained in Cuba. Kennedy later welcomed the released survivors and promised that their flag would someday return to a free Havana. The ceremony could not erase the belief among some militants that he had sacrificed them to protect his political image.

That belief became one of the assassination's durable motive narratives. It has plausibility at the level of anger. Anti-Castro militants possessed weapons, clandestine experience, and contacts with American intelligence. Some moved in circles where violence was not hypothetical. Yet the movement was fragmented. Many exiles continued working with the Kennedy administration, which expanded covert pressure on Cuba after the invasion. Hatred of Kennedy existed beside dependence on his government.

The Bay of Pigs later became a central motive in theories involving the CIA and Cuban exiles. The theory's emotional logic is straightforward: men who believed Kennedy abandoned their comrades might seek revenge, and intelligence officers who lost authority might see him as dangerous. Yet the historical record shows that Kennedy did not abandon the campaign against Castro after the invasion. His administration intensified covert action through Operation Mongoose, sabotage, propaganda, infiltration, and assassination planning. The same president who angered exiles by refusing open war continued to employ some of them in a secret war.

This contradiction matters. If Kennedy's enemies killed him because he was ending anti-Castro operations, the theory must account for the operations he continued. If they killed him because he had constrained them, the theory must identify which individuals crossed from resentment into planning and how they acquired access to Oswald, Dallas, or the evidence chain.

The Bay of Pigs therefore matters less as a simple revenge story than as the origin of a network. It joined CIA officers, contract personnel, Cuban exile organizations, military planners, propagandists, smugglers, and organized-crime intermediaries in a secret campaign. Some participants later felt betrayed; others remained active in new operations. When investigators encountered those same names after November 1963, the government had powerful reasons to conceal methods and relationships. The invasion failed in three days. Its clandestine afterlife lasted for decades.

The Bay of Pigs also shaped Kennedy's methods. He became more skeptical of military and intelligence assurances, but not anti-intelligence. He relied on informal advisers, competing channels, and tightly held operations. Such methods could reduce the chance of bureaucratic capture, but they also created secrecy and fragmented knowledge. Years later, investigators trying to reconstruct the assassination encountered agencies protecting programs that the Warren Commission had never been told existed.

The invasion therefore belongs in this story for two reasons. It generated anger among armed men connected to clandestine institutions. It also deepened a culture of secrecy that would contaminate the assassination investigation even if none of those men had anything to do with the murder.

CHAPTER 3
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Operation Mongoose and the Secret War Against Castro
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After the Bay of Pigs, the Kennedy administration did not make peace with Castro. It created a more elaborate covert campaign. Operation Mongoose sought to weaken the Cuban government through propaganda, sabotage, economic disruption, infiltration, and preparations for revolt. Robert Kennedy pressed officials for results. Military planners considered schemes of extraordinary aggression. CIA officers worked with exile groups whose goals and loyalties did not always align neatly with Washington's.

Operation Mongoose was the answer to the Bay of Pigs and, in some respects, a repetition of its central mistake. The administration wanted Castro removed while preserving the appearance that Cubans themselves would accomplish the task. Brigadier General Edward Lansdale coordinated an interagency effort involving propaganda, economic pressure, sabotage, intelligence collection, and support for resistance. The Special Group (Augmented), which included senior national-security officials, provided policy oversight. The CIA's Task Force W carried out many operational elements under officers such as William Harvey.

Mongoose generated plans at a rate that exceeded its achievements. Proposals targeted transportation, communications, crops, industry, and public morale. Some ideas were serious covert operations; others were fantasies that revealed how strategic frustration could dissolve professional judgment. The program's bureaucratic language concealed the physical reality of sabotage: ships damaged, facilities attacked, agents infiltrated, and Cubans placed at risk. The administration's desire for deniability did not make the campaign invisible to Havana or Moscow.

The organized-crime connection belonged partly to an earlier line of CIA activity, but it continued into the Kennedy years. Agency intermediaries approached figures associated with Sam Giancana and Santo Trafficante in hopes of reaching people capable of killing Castro. Johnny Roselli became a central intermediary. The plots included poison schemes and efforts to recruit insiders. Their operational seriousness varied, but the historical fact is not in dispute: an agency of the United States explored murder with criminals while the attorney general was prosecuting organized crime.

The secret war occupied a moral and legal borderland. It included plans to destroy infrastructure and encourage resistance. It also intersected with proposals to kill Castro. Some schemes were bizarre, others deadly serious. The CIA explored the use of underworld figures who retained connections to Cuba's pre-revolutionary casinos and criminal networks. Sam Giancana, Johnny Roselli, and Santo Trafficante Jr. entered a covert relationship that the public would not learn about for years.

These facts transformed the Kennedy case when they emerged. The United States government had hidden assassination plots against a foreign leader. Intelligence officers had used organized criminals as intermediaries. Robert Kennedy's Justice Department was prosecuting some of the same criminal world from which the CIA sought help. When the Warren Commission examined whether organized crime or Cuba might have been involved in the President's death, it did not possess the full story.

That contradiction later became explosive. If the Warren Commission had known the full story, it would have been forced to consider whether retaliatory violence connected Cuba, the Mafia, and Kennedy. The CIA did not provide that full account. Its silence protected operations, personnel, and institutional reputation
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