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Introduction

After nearly 250 years, it is certainly time to take an entirely new look at different and unique aspects of the American Revolution, especially the most forgotten ones, because new perspectives are badly needed in this notoriously stale field of study long dominated by seemingly endless excesses of nationalistic perspectives, traditional views, and romantic myths. Unfortunately, too often even the best Revolutionary War books, especially those about the lives of the Founding Fathers—including the most popular works from generations of admiring American historians—have been dominated by a sense of awe and reverence, in the nationalist tradition.

In consequence, it is finally time for a less biased, truly relevant, and more meaningful look at the American Revolution, especially in regard to racial aspects and dimensions, for our time in the twenty-first century. Brothers in Liberty has been written for today’s America, which has been so badly divided on issues of race, especially in regard to the forgotten, but relevant, connections and bonds between Blacks and whites, not only long overlooked and ignored, but also erroneously thought not to exist, especially in terms of the races coming together to fight for America.

The dramatic events of the American Revolution—and the members of America’s actual greatest generation—have seemed distant and remote for far too long. They have been shrouded in mystique and romantic legend, seemingly so obscure as to be irrelevant on any and every possible level in the minds of modern Americans in the twenty-first century. Complicating this situation, in which the Founding Fathers seem as distant in American minds as those nationalistic stone idols perched on Mount Rushmore in the Black Hills of South Dakota, has been the fact that the American Revolution—America’s original creation myth—has been by far the most mythological chapter in the annals of American history.

Unfortunately, some of the most fascinating chapters of the American Revolution have long been absent from the story of America’s founding saga, especially in regard to the role of Black patriots and their forgotten contributions during America’s struggle for life. It’s as if they played no role whatsoever in the making of America—one of the great myths of the American Revolution. In fact, nothing could be further from the truth.

What has long been needed in this static field of American Revolutionary War historiography—the most unfertile of historical fields, or so it would seem—has been something well beyond the repetitious rehashing of the old familiar stories of British taxation, the Boston Tea Party, the early clashes of arms at Lexington and Concord, the lives of the same old cast of political and military leaders, and the best-known battles. These same topics have been endlessly studied generation after generation in great detail by a large number of American writers, historians, and scholars.

Brothers in Liberty is dedicated to taking an entirely new approach to looking at the Revolutionary War, from the perspective of race, in the context of one of the major battles of the American Revolution. The Battle of Savannah, which took place on October 9, 1779, has been one of the most neglected and forgotten major engagements in the annals of Revolutionary War historiography, just like its participants, both Black and white, even though it was bloodier than the famous siege of Yorktown.

Part of my unique approach is the synthesis of Revolutionary War history with certain aspects of today’s racial politics in America, in order to better understand the overlooked connection between past and present in regard to race over the span of nearly two and a half centuries. In this way we will investigate the complex factors of America’s most vexing historical dilemma and contradiction—race—while providing new relevancy to the American Revolution in connection with today’s complex and convoluted racial environment in the United States.

This unprecedented approach of looking more closely at the complexities, nuances, and legacies of various and seldom-explored racial aspects of the American Revolution is important if we want to achieve a better understanding not only of America’s struggle for independence, but also today’s America in terms of race. Race has long held such a central place in America’s story, as much today as it did in 1779. It’s almost as if nothing has changed in the past two and a half centuries.

By exploring the deep-seated complexities and complications of race—historically, the most vexing and insolvable dilemma in the nation’s history—within the broad framework of the cycles of history, especially in regard to the American Revolution and America’s creation story, we can learn not only about the central contradictions and paradoxes of America’s past, but also about the present and future issues of race in the United States.

During the last few decades, America has become more divided and polarized along racial lines than ever before, largely because of the self-serving political agendas of politicians and heated rhetoric from both the Democratic and Republican Parties. Fueling today’s racial divide in the United States, the shameful, blatant race-baiting of both sides of the political spectrum has been deliberately calculated and orchestrated by American society’s elite in order to divide everyday Americans, Black and white, of the middle and lower classes. This severe polarization of American society is not only unfortunate but tragic, largely artificially manufactured by the political radicalization of both the Left and the Right for self-serving reasons in the games of partisan politics and racial politics, rather than from the actions and thinking of average Americans, Black and white.

As a result, by the third decade of the twenty-first century, the racial divide in America has become so great that it seems it will never be closed. Although exaggerated by the politically driven modern media in the United States in an effort to further divide the American public, today’s ugly racial realities only reflect the fundamental truth about the centrality of race throughout the course of American history. It has played a key role from the very beginning, in 1619, when the first Africans were brought in chains to Jamestown, Virginia, recently recognized and emphasized by historians and in academe, especially in The 1619 Project.

At long last, it is now the right time to take a detailed look at a forgotten “feel good” story of Black and white united as one on a major Revolutionary War battlefield, fighting for America and liberty—the kind of close unity and comradeship not seen anywhere in today’s partisan media or popular discourse about race. Such positive perspectives about Black and white interactions and unity have seldom been presented, in the past or the present, for political and racial reasons. In consequence, Brothers in Liberty focuses specifically on what has not been written about in history books in the past: the unity that existed between the Black and mixed-race fighting men of the Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint-Domingue from the French colony of Saint-Domingue and their white allies, Americans and Frenchmen, during the most overlooked battle of the American Revolution, the Battle of Savannah George during the Savannah Campaign of 1779. In an unprecedented development not seen before or after throughout the American Revolution on such a scale, soldiers of different colors served together to battle a common foe in the name of freedom and equality against a European monarchy’s imperialist domination and rule, as true brothers in liberty.

Most significant, what the Black and mulatto troops achieved at Savannah was nothing less than the most distinguished Black contribution on American soil before the Civil War, not only in the annals of Black history but also in the American Revolution and overall American history—coming to the rescue of the mauled American and French armies, which had been decimated in the failed attacks on Savannah’s strong defenses, by a timely counterattack that helped to save the day and the Franco-American alliance.

In an earth-shaking development that stunned the world, the American Revolution was the first revolt of the common people of the New World that successfully threw off the shackles of European imperialism and colonialism of the mother country, when Great Britain possessed the most powerful empire in the world. Black and mixed-race fighting men from Saint-Domingue and white soldiers, both Americans and Frenchmen, were united in this noble goal of achieving the great dream of equality for the common people of America—a true people’s revolution—during the siege and then the Battle of Savannah when the climax of the struggle came on October 9, 1779, the bloodiest single hour of the American Revolution during what was one of the three bloodiest battles of the Revolutionary War.

Often forgotten in the annals of Revolutionary War historiography has been the distinguished role played at the Battle of Savannah by the Black and mulatto fighting men from France’s most prosperous colony in the Caribbean, Saint-Domingue, today’s Republic of Haiti. In much the same way, the impressive contributions and sacrifices of Black patriots, including the excellent fighting men who served in General George Washington’s Continental Regiments, have long been overlooked by Americans, doomed to an undeserved obscurity to this day.

The enduring legacy of these soldiers of the Chasseurs-Volontaires was significant because many of these men were part of the two greatest revolutions in the history of the Western Hemisphere—the American Revolution and then the Haitian Revolution, more closely connected than has been recognized by generations of historians. Indeed, the revolutionary legacy and heritage of these Black and mulatto soldiers of 1779 never died, resurrected on Haitian soil by veterans of the Savannah Campaign less than a decade and a half later, in their own homeland.

Located only six hundred miles from the southern tip of Florida, the former slaves of the prosperous Colony of Saint-Domingue, the prized colonial possession of France because of its lucrative sugarcane cultivation, designed to satisfy the world’s sweet tooth, rose up against the French occupiers of Napoleon Bonaparte, who attempted to restore slavery and enslave free people less than a generation later. After the dramatic showdown at Savannah in October 1779 and the success of a people’s revolution whose lessons were never forgotten, the people of Saint-Domingue broke away from Napoleonic France to establish the Republic of Haiti on January 1, 1804, which was the second successful revolution in the Western Hemisphere, thanks in part to the inspiration of American revolutionary ideals of equality for all men, which sparked the French Revolution and then the Haitian Revolution.

Significantly, the Haitian Revolution succeeded in part because of the key influences of the Black and mulatto veterans of Savannah, who became the primary leaders of the Haitian Revolution. In this regard, the Battle of Savannah was a truly pivotal event in not only American history but also in Haitian and world history, especially in the fight for freedom. In Haiti, its legacy of 1779 provided an inspirational example that paid dividends in the creation of the world’s first Black republic.

Because this bloody showdown at Savannah on October 9, 1779, was such an embarrassing disaster in regard to top French leadership having made the mistake of ordering the assault against a powerful network of British fortifications, generations of American and French writers and historians have avoided writing about what happened at Savannah—an extremely dark chapter of the patriot war effort—to focus on what has been deemed more important subjects of America’s creation story, especially the famous victories and glorified leaders. But this is precisely the reason for the need today to explore and understand the distinguished contributions of the Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint-Domingue, because this volunteer unit of Blacks and mulattoes saved the day by rescuing both the American and French armies and saving them from destruction during the midst of a disaster of unprecedented proportions for the allies, after their repulse.

While Americans have long focused excessively on the decisive Franco-American success at the siege of Yorktown, Virginia, that won the war to ensure an infant republic’s independence, the significant and equally fascinating story of the siege and Battle of Savannah has been forgotten, almost as if the first close allied effort after the signing of the crucial Franco-American alliance of 1778 had never existed—primarily because it had proved to be such dismal failure by the end of 1779. However, the Savannah Campaign of 1779 was crucial for a host of valid strategic reasons, including the fact that Great Britain’s “Southern Strategy” for winning the war and securing its thirteen wayward colonies was at stake. British control of the strategic port of Savannah would open the door for the conquest of the entire South, including all-important Virginia, leading to a decisive British victory if everything went according to plan.

Although a true American tragedy, in overall strategic terms, what happened at Savannah was one of the most important showdowns in the course of the American Revolution. Generations of historians have lavishly celebrated the remarkable story of the great success at Yorktown, where the unprecedented close coordination of the last major allied effort was the antithesis of the Savannah Campaign. This situation has understandably obscured the first major allied offensive effort at Savannah and its equally riveting tale of fate, hubris, and folly, in the tradition of the heroic story of the siege of Troy, when Greeks and Trojans waged their legendary war during the Bronze Age, as so masterfully described by Homer in the pages of The Iliad.

Precious little glory except an exceedingly grim one was achieved by the allies during the strategic Savannah Campaign in the fall of 1779, which was America’s fourth year of war, when the Americans and French committed the folly of assaulting Savannah’s powerful network of fortifications and paid a fearful price. Because the campaign was nothing less than a monumental disaster on almost every level, most historians and scholars have simply decided to ignore it, focusing instead on General George Washington’s campaigns to the north and glorious American victories, such as at Saratoga, New York, in October 1777, which guaranteed the signing of the Franco-American alliance of 1778 that ultimately culminated in the victory at Yorktown in the fall of 1781, when the alliance finally worked to near perfection to win the most decisive victory of the war and ensure American independence.

For a number of reasons, I believe it is most important today to tell the fascinating story of the siege and Battle of Savannah largely from the French perspective, by relying more on quotations from America’s Gallic allies on the scene, especially because one distinctive combat unit of the French Army and from the French West Indies  saved the day for America in the end. While the Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint-Domingue, consisting of Black and mulatto volunteers, left no accounts of the battle, fortunately French soldiers wrote about their invaluable contributions and timely achievements on that ill-fated day of October 9.

With British-Hessian-Loyalist victory in the defense of Savannah after the repulse of the uncoordinated and ill-conceived American-French assaults, during the bloodiest single hour of the American Revolution, the door was finally open for British strategists to focus their attention on invading and conquering the South. Capitalizing on the Savannah success, this phase of the British Campaign to win it all began with the attack on Charlestown, South Carolina (the bustling port city would be renamed “Charleston” at the end of the American Revolution), in May 1780, which easily fell to the invaders after an amphibious landing that caught the patriots by surprise.

What began so brilliantly at Charlestown shortly led to what appeared to be the complete conquest of South Carolina, with additional British successes. However, subsequent small-scale American victories in the South Carolina Piedmont, or backcountry, especially the Battle of Kings Mountain, South Carolina, on October 7, 1780, resulted in a dramatic reversal of fortunes. The bloody campaigns in the South paved the way and ultimately led to the entrapment and surrender of Lord Charles Cornwallis’s army at Yorktown on October 19, 1781, just two years after the crushing allied defeat at Savannah—the war’s end, and American independence.

By any measure, the long-overlooked Battle of Savannah was one of the most unique and crucial major showdowns of the American Revolution for a wide variety of reasons that have been seldom explored by American or French historians, especially in regard to race and ethnicity. For one, it pitted a good many distinctive ethnic groups against each other in America’s most ethnic-based battle of the American Revolution. Both sides had Scotch-Irish, Irish, Germans, Blacks, Welsh, and Scots, fighting against each other in what were essentially mini civil wars among these ethnicities. A large number of slaves helped to defend the fortifications of Savannah. Indeed, no major battle of the war has more thoroughly revealed how the American Revolution was actually America’s first civil war, in which all colors, races, and ethnic groups were involved.

The turning point of the Battle of Savannah was played out in bloody fashion at the strategic Spring Hill Redoubt, the main target of the allied assaults on October 9. The primary defenders were South Carolina Loyalists, who played a key role in thwarting the attackers, which included the Continentals of the 2nd South Carolina Regiment. This well-trained command of South Carolina Continentals was led by the future “Swamp Fox,” Lieutenant Colonel Francis Marion. Regimental members had planted its battle flag on the parapet of the powerful fortification, and the South Carolina silk banner was captured by the British during the brutal hand-to-hand combat that swirled over the Spring Hill Redoubt.

Most important, the Battle of Savannah featured the largest unit of Black and mulatto troops serving on the battlefield during the eight years of the American Revolution, the Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint-Domingue. These fighting men from the French Colony of Saint-Domingue saved the day at the last moment when all seemed lost near the battle’s conclusion, when both the French and American armies were on the verge of destruction after their bloody repulse from the strategic Spring Hill Redoubt. At that critical time, it was the Chasseurs, serving as the strategic reserve, who rushed forward with flags flying and drums beating to stop the British counterattack that had swept beyond the redoubt and threatened to destroy the beaten allied armies. It seemed that the British troops were about to win it all by striking the routed American and French contingents in their vulnerable rear when the men from Saint-Domingue charged in their own sweeping counterattack and even  threatened to recapture the strategic Spring Hill Redoubt.

The Black and mulatto soldiers of the Chasseurs were mostly the sons of French planters and their African mistresses—and wives, in some cases—in Saint-Domingue, according to the colony’s longtime tradition of widespread interracial mixing. Despite having faced discrimination and prejudice from white French troops, they suddenly emerged as key players on October 9, when everything was at stake for the reeling allies that lay on the verge of destruction. This is a most revealing true story long ignored, partly because of the different positions and roles held by Blacks in the United States as opposed to Blacks in Saint-Domingue at the time. While America, both North and South, had been dominated by a robust system of slavery since the early days of English colonization, including across New England, which served as a key foundation of economic development for each English colony in North America, the situation in the French Colony of Saint-Domingue was quite the opposite in terms of providing greater social mobility for free blacks. Despite the fact that they had a thriving slave regime in a robust agrarian society based on cash crops, much like the American South, Saint-Domingue possessed a large class of free Blacks and mulattoes, some of whom were wealthy and owned slaves themselves. This highly mobile society of free people of color were primarily the sons of French planters and slave women. This vibrant class of free men of mixed race made up a large percentage of the colony’s overall population—nearly one-third by the time of the American Revolution. They had risen up on their own initiatives and merits as a distinctive class, to a degree not seen anywhere else, especially in the United States. Appropriately and symbolically, these young men of mixed race dominated the finely uniformed ranks of the Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint-Domingue, when they saved the day at Savannah on October 9, 1779, not only for the French army, but the American army, as well, just as they were about to be destroyed.

The large free Black population had thrived for generations on their own land, on the western third of the island of Hispaniola, known as the French Colony of Saint-Domingue. They had mostly inherited their land from loving white French fathers, while a lesser number of mixed-race individuals had bought their own property themselves. They had converted this fertile land of Saint-Domingue, especially in the south, into profitable sugar and coffee plantations, while other free Blacks and mulattoes, who later served in the Chasseurs, worked as merchants and skilled artisans in major port cities, especially Cap-Français (today’s Cap-Haïtien, also called “Le Cap,” which was founded in 1670).

In general, the free Black and mixed-race class was insular and mostly independent from the white world around them, which was still hostile to people of a darker shade. Ironically, they nevertheless faithfully duplicated the white world around them to a remarkable degree, and with outstanding success, reflecting the paradox of racial realities and the complexities of race relations in Saint-Domingue. This included slave ownership by the wealthiest planters of color who owned their own plantations, especially in the colony’s southern portion.

While a good many free Blacks and mulattoes possessed wealth and lands, they still lacked equality in the colony because of the white government’s racial discrimination against people of color, and a strict racist society based on an extremely brutal regime of slavery. However, to their credit, these people of color had still managed to obtain high status in Saint-Domingue society and an amazing amount of success because of their own initiative, taking advantage of the available economic, social, and physical mobility, which they exploited to the fullest. Despite facing the ugly aspects of discrimination, racism, and hostility, generations of free Blacks and mulattoes also solidified their elevated status by service in the free colored militia of Saint-Domingue, including military service as officers and noncommissioned officers, although only whites could serve as officers at the time of the American Revolution.

The free Black and mulatto militia had long protected Saint-Domingue and performed internal security, while also protecting the vast sugar plantations from attacks by escaped slaves. This group, often called maroons, performed guerrilla raids from their strongholds in the mountains, which were often the tops of former volcanos. A variety of militia duties provided invaluable experience to these mulatto and Black men, and this lineage and tradition paid dividends for the Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint-Domingue at Savannah during the fall of 1779.

The Chasseurs who rose to the challenge of Savannah in magnificent fashion hailed primarily from two distinct upper strata groups in Saint-Domingue society by the time of the American Revolution—the elite planter class; and the military leadership group, which was part of the Saint-Domingue militia tradition. In general, the young Blacks and mulattoes of the Chasseurs felt a considerable degree of patriotism for Saint-Domingue and France during the American Revolution. France had officially entered the war in 1778, when King Louis XVI officially recognized the independence of the United States and openly provided all manner of invaluable financial and military support to change the revolution’s course—a guarantee of war with England and the eventual allied victory in the end.

But equally important, these young men of a darker hue had early seen service in the Chasseurs as a path toward greater social advancement. Their fundamental rights as free Blacks and mulattoes had been denied them by the governments of France and the Colony of Saint-Domingue. They believed that demonstrating courage on the battlefield would result in their winning full and equal rights as French citizens, proving to whites that they were every bit as equal in regard to courage and character.

This was the racial situation that resulted in a highly motivated soldiery, which made for a disciplined and cohesive military command in 1779. Consisting of 545 men, the Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint-Domingue, the largest Black unit that fought on either side during the American Revolution, would serve with distinction at Savannah, and in the process, overturn traditional racist stereotypes. This unique command of Black and mulatto fighting men from the Caribbean was completely unimaginable to Americans, especially slave-owning Southerners at the time. Despite the political rhetoric and heady idealism of the Founding Fathers, equality for “all men” was primarily for just white men.

As noted, the Chasseurs hailed from France’s richest and most prosperous sugar colony, known as the “Pearl of the Caribbean.” The jewel of France’s colonial possessions, Saint-Domingue thrived as a bustling slave colony that produced the world’s best sugar, experiencing a huge boom after cheaper French sugar from the West Indies had replaced British sugar from the West Indies. The Chasseurs would fight at Savannah in the name of liberty and its spread in the New World, including eventually in the Caribbean—a timely and invaluable egalitarian lesson they would apply in their own upcoming struggle for universal liberty for people of all colors during the Haitian Revolution, which continued on a bloody course until independence was won on January 1, 1804, with the birth of the Republic of Haiti.

As much as possible, I want to present the human side of this remarkable untold story of the Chasseurs, about a time when Blacks and whites were truly brothers in liberty during the righteous, moral struggle for the heart and soul of America, when the life of the infant United States of America and the very existence of a people’s republican government were at stake. What happened at Savannah in the fall of 1779 was quite unlike anything seen on American soil throughout the course of the eight years of the American Revolution, and up until the Civil War, more than three-quarters of a century later when large numbers of Black troops served the Union. As mentioned, it was a rare development simply unimaginable to white Americans at the time of the war’s beginning, four and a half years earlier, in April of 1775: More than five hundred free Blacks of the largest contingent of Black and mixed-race troops to ever serve on American soil during the American Revolution rescued thousands of white troops, both French and American, by preventing their systematic destruction from a fierce counterattack by the best troops of the British-Hessian-Loyalist garrison of Savannah.

By any measure, the citizen-soldiers of the Chasseurs were quite remarkable in their own right, long before they enlisted during the summer of 1779. As noted, they were not slaves but free men, both Black and mulatto, from the tropical island where the largest and most prosperous free Black and mixed-race population existed in the world. These men of African descent, more mixed-race than Black in the ranks of the blue-uniformed Chasseurs, were among the elite of Saint-Domingue’s robust free Black and mulatto society. They owned large plantations, some growing sugarcane, but mostly coffee in the south, whose lands were located at the foot of towering mountains. Despite the official discrimination and racism that free Blacks and mulattoes had faced all their lives in the colony, in a somewhat bewildering paradox, some of these men owned slaves themselves—a reality that was striking and contradictory on multiple levels.

Compared to hundreds of thousands of slaves who labored endlessly in the sweltering sugarcane fields of the richest West Indies colony of any European nation, the elevated social status of these free Blacks resulted in part because they possessed white ancestry. Proud of a dual racial heritage, they were usually the sons or grandsons of white planters and slave women in the world’s most successful Caribbean colony, whose unprecedented prosperity came from sugarcane and coffee production on an industrial scale to feed the world’s demand﻿.

Despite facing discrimination, prejudice, and segregation like the much smaller free Black population in the southern United States, the free Blacks and mulattoes of Saint-Domingue enjoyed far greater prosperity and success. They possessed sizable landholdings, especially coffee plantations in the rural areas, and they also benefited immeasurably from their ability to move even higher in free Black society, with greater opportunities to reap brighter futures for themselves and their families. This was something worth fighting and dying for as young and idealistic volunteers of the French expeditionary force, sent to America to assist the amateur revolutionaries in the South during their struggle for liberty.

The enterprising members of this new and unique society of free people of color represented a rare synthesis of divergent cultures, from pre-colonial Africa, the West Indies, and France. These free men of color were mostly Creoles, fighting at Savannah not only for their own future aspirations in the hope of gaining complete equality as French citizens in the Colony of Saint-Domingue, but also for the freedom of a new nation, conceived in liberty—the United States of America.

For such reasons—especially on the eve of the 250th anniversary of the American Revolution, in an America that has become more racially polarized and divided than ever before in the twenty-first century—it is time to tell the forgotten story of the political, emotional, and philosophical unity that existed between Blacks and whites during their distinguished participation in the Battle of Savannah when they were truly brothers in liberty.

Because America is now so severely divided along racial lines, largely due to polarizing, agenda-driven politics and self-serving politicians of both parties, where heated racial discourse has become the norm, this remarkable untold story of how Blacks and whites served together, fought together, and died together in the fall of 1779 is an important one, on multiple levels. Unity between the races in a common righteous cause for the overall good of America is rarely mentioned or even known today, in an era where growing anti-Americanism has become both trendy and popular among political elites and fringe segments of the US population.

Ironically, Americans are familiar with how US soldiers of a large expeditionary force sailed to France in 1918 (“Lafayette, we are here!”) to fight on the Western Front during World War I, to “save democracy,” serving beside French soldiers, and then repeating the same patriotic duty in Europe, including France, during World War II. The story of how the French allies, especially the Chasseurs of Saint-Domingue, came to America in another large expeditionary force and fought at Savannah two years before the final decisive showdown at Yorktown has been long forgotten and overlooked largely because of the miserable results, and the fact that the soldiers were Black and mulatto. Indeed, the story of Savannah was nothing less than a shameful and quite embarrassing tale—except for the distinguished role of the Chasseurs of Saint-Domingue—of the overall failure of the Franco-American alliance during their first major land operation together, when true unity of the two divergent command structures proved elusive.

The fact that free Blacks and mulattoes from Saint-Domingue rescued the allied armies also helped to ensure that the dramatic showdown at Savannah, even though a major battle of the American Revolution, would be obscured and misunderstood to this day. In part, this is because generations of Southerners—at the time, and well into the twentieth century—succeeded in silencing stories about Black heroics, like so many other distinguished aspects of Black history that have been forgotten to this day. They were determined to preserve the myth that Blacks lacked courage and character, in keeping with the popular racial stereotypes upon which slavery and then Jim Crow oppression rested.

The significance of unprecedented Black and white unity and valor in 1779 is especially needed today, in part to hopefully help counterbalance some of the animosity and division that exists between the races in today’s racially torn United States. Black and white Americans have been artificially divided by elitist agendas and the heated rhetoric of self-serving politicians, Black and white, who have embraced the overall goal of separating the races by fueling mutual antagonism and misunderstanding for their own benefit—an unfortunate and tragic situation that sees America today divided by race to a degree not seen since the 1960s.

Today’s deep racial divide in America ignores a good many fundamental truths about shared sacrifices throughout American history, including the positive achievements of Blacks and whites working together for generations in the overall making of America. All Americans, Black and white, share a history of unity and achievements, especially during the Civil War, but also, to a lesser degree, during the American Revolution—America’s most forgotten history of racial unity that has been buried and silenced not only by racism, but also by divisive racial politics in the twenty-first century.

Unfortunately, America’s artificially enhanced divide between the races has been made possible in part by the lack of knowledge about positive racial aspects and shared experiences in the course of American history—the Battle of Savannah, for instance—beyond the one-dimensional, obsessive focus on slavery, racism, and Jim Crow, which is only one chapter, albeit, the most tragic one, of America’s story. In consequence, Brothers in Liberty fills a giant void with its rare focus on the forgotten unity and bond of Blacks and whites in America’s creation story, finally presenting a positive chapter of race relations—something virtually unheard of today in a thoroughly politicized modern America.

The overall unfortunate lack of Black historical accounts, especially when it comes to examples of Black and white unity like what was demonstrated at the Battle of Savannah, has been most evident in regard to the historiography of the American Revolution. Approximately seven thousand Blacks fought for America, including within the ranks of General Washington’s crack Continentals, who were the regulars of the young American army, and the central foundation of the resistance effort against England.

Contrary to the views of today’s America and its racially and politically polarized population, Blacks and whites in America actually are more alike than they are different. Black and white Americans share the same hopes, dangers, and fears, generation after generation, while reading the same Holy Bible, worshipping together, and drawing strength from the wisdom and mercy of the same God. All of these factors, including working-class values, have long unified Blacks and whites throughout the course of American history because they were the shared experiences of the common people, like the shared enlightened ideals of the American Revolution at Savannah in the autumn of 1779.

Brothers in Liberty provides notable examples of these significant points of unity and bonds between Blacks and whites by looking more closely at the most forgotten aspects of America’s Revolutionary War, especially the fact that Black and white common people, for the most part, have been members of the working class to this day, and have far more in common with each other—especially the daily struggle for survival as they raise their families—than generally understood in the twenty-first century.

Brothers in Liberty also demonstrates that it was an intercultural and interracial fusion between Black and white, both Americans and Frenchmen, that led to the birthing of America, especially in terms of the American Revolution. However, this fundamental truth is not understood or appreciated today in the United States because of the racial polarization largely created by the political climate and the politicized modern media machine that has long spewed divisive propaganda. Unfortunately, in some ways Black and white Americans today have become pawns of political demagoguery and propaganda—in this case, an artificial manufactured divide imposed from the outside, largely by elitists and self-serving politicians who have shamelessly employed the race card at seemingly every opportunity for their own gain; by the extreme Right and Left; and by the agenda-driven modern media, which have excessively played this racial card to fulfill their own political agendas.

In the United States today, the common people of America, both Black and white, are caught between two extremes, the radicalized racial rhetoric of both the Left and the Right. They have continued to live their lives, hoping to survive as best they can in today’s challenging environment and struggling to get ahead in an America of ever-diminishing returns and expectations, attempting to provide the best for their children who face an uncertain future. Black and white Americans today have shared a lengthy common heritage, beyond today’s much-emphasized stereotypical master-and-slave oppressor-victim relationship. What has been forgotten is that it’s a most distinguished heritage of Black and white unity in regard to the American Revolution and the Battle of Savannah, including Washington’s Black Continentals and the large number of Black seamen who served on American naval, privateer, and merchant vessels.

During this overlooked Georgia campaign for possession of Savannah in the fall of 1779, Black and white soldiers were very much revolutionary brothers of the same mother, because they were united as one in fighting for the common cause of liberty and a common ideology of egalitarianism. This common mother that bound Black and white men together as one throughout the American Revolution was at America’s core and at the center of the young republic’s belief system: the enlightened concepts of freedom and equality for all, the very essence of the great dream of America for all people, regardless of color, background, social standing, wealth, or class, to pursue a bright new future in the New World. For the millions of migrants who come to America from around the world, this golden dream of America’s promise is still true to this day.

Like white soldiers serving in the ranks of Washington’s army, the Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint-Domingue were also fighting against the ancient racial prejudices and hatreds of the Old World that denied them full rights as French citizens. Both France and England were ancient monarchies, and during the American Revolution were at war with each other in a traditional Old World imperial rivalry that was all about the struggle for empire. In this sense, both white Americans and Blacks and mulattoes from Saint-Domingue were basically fighting for the same lofty egalitarian goal based on republican ideology and idealistic concepts entirely unknown and unseen in the Old World, uniting them as one in this regard—true Brothers in Liberty.

The Albion Isle enemy of an Old World monarchy across the sea represented something truly insidious to both Americans and the young Black and mixed-race fighting men of the Chasseurs. At this time, Great Britain was the leading slave nation in the world, and its wealth rested heavily on slave trafficking. This powerful mercantile empire—the world’s wealthiest—had firmly planted and nurtured slavery in its thirteen American colonies for generations, from the beginning, and long before the start of the American Revolution. In this sense, the institution of slavery was not one of America’s original sins, as has long been alleged and assumed, especially today; rather, it was inherited from the mother country. Bringing most slaves to America by the time of the American Revolution, thousands of British slave ships had flown the Union Jack with pride, reaping lavish profits, especially at Charlestown, South Carolina, which became the center of the Southern slave trade, and the import destination of British slave ships for generations. Quite simply, there would have been no widespread slavery in America without the dominance of the mother country in the slave trade that enriched the major port cities of England, like Liverpool, London, and Bristol, and the nation in general.

Brothers in Liberty explores the rare and long-forgotten unity and bonds that existed between Blacks and whites who were emboldened by the popular ideology of the American Revolution and the Age of Enlightenment, including the popular concept that all men were created equal. They, both Black and white, sought to make the world anew by battling together at Savannah against the world’s leading slave-trading power to overturn the dominance of the Old World and all of its sins, including slavery. The story of Black and white soldiers fighting side by side at Savannah, in both offensive and defensive roles, provides the best example of this remarkable development of an interracial revolutionary brotherhood, bonded together in a color-blind commitment and sacrifice for liberty. This is the loftiest goal of revolutionaries of different colors and backgrounds, and truly utopian and idealistic in the Age of Enlightenment tradition, as the shared love of liberty and battling against the perceived evils of the Old World superseded the artificial divisions of color of both American and French societies before the war.

Significantly, no other example can be found in the annals of Revolutionary War history of large numbers of Black and white soldiers serving and fighting together in the cause of liberty than during the siege and attack on Savannah. This bloodiest and most costly assault of the war in the South was destined to fail, through no fault of the French and American troops, who attacked a powerful array of defenses and displayed considerable heroism. The courage of the Black and mulatto troops of the Chasseurs could not have been more impressive on October 9, 1779, when so much was at stake for the future of the Franco-American alliance, after the failures of both the French and American armies in breaking through the defenses, especially at the strategic Spring Hill Redoubt.

As noted, what has been most forgotten about this first major battle for the allies in the South during the American Revolution has been the fact that it was the free Black and mixed-race soldiers, serving as the strategic reserve, who saved the day by coming to the timely rescue of the badly defeated white American and French troops in the midst of a disastrous rout, after they had been repulsed from attacking the British network of defenses that ringed Savannah—the forgotten story and thesis of this current book.

The Black and mulatto men of the Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint-Domingue launched their timely offensive at the most critical moment, to break the back of the British counterattack and to drive crack enemy troops back to the safety of the Spring Hill Redoubt, when the British had believed the day had been decisively won. The rescue of the routed French and American troops by the counterattacking Chasseurs was important because the British counterattack by some of their best troops in North America would have destroyed what remained of the decimated allied commands—a development that would have destroyed the delicate Franco-American Alliance and King Louis XVI’s fragile support for the American revolutionaries, which would have changed the course of not only the American Revolution but also world history. These commands of both nations had lost hundreds of men in the doomed assaults, after which they were consumed by chaos and panic, leaving both armies extremely vulnerable and ripe for destruction until the charging Black and mulatto Chasseurs intervened in a timely manner and saved the day.

Today, unlike the dramatic story of the Chasseurs at Savannah, most Americans know about Crispus Attucks, a free Black seaman, and the first patriot killed in the American Revolution during the so-called Boston Massacre, on March 5, 1770. He has become an iconic figure in the annals of Revolutionary War history, thanks to the growing interest in Black history since the 1960s and greater recognition of the Black role in America’s creation story. Before this era, most Americans incorrectly believed that there was no shared heritage of a distinguished nature between Blacks and whites, especially in regard to the American Revolution. American historians also know about Lord Dunmore’s “Ethiopian Regiment” of escaped slaves, mostly from Virginia, who fought in Virginia with the motto of “Liberty or Death” on their uniforms. However, what has been most forgotten, including by many American historians, is the fact that Blacks, both slaves and free men, served in virtually every regiment, including Southern units, in Washington’s army, and especially in the ranks of the crack Continental regiments, including Southern commands. In total, an estimated seven thousand Blacks fought for America from 1775 to 1783, America’s most forgotten patriots to this day on the eve of the 250th anniversay of the American Revolution﻿.

However, the largest number of Black and mixed-race soldiers who fought during the eight years of the Revolutionary War served in an all-Black unit (except for the officers, who were white), and it was not part of the American army. This unique distinction belongs to the forgotten Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint-Domingue, who achieved glory at Savannah—not unlike the story of the Black and mulatto soldiers of the 54th Massachusetts Regiment, which was the first Black regiment from the North, in the bloody assault on Fort Wagner, South Carolina, during the Civil War, as vivedly captured in the award-winning 1989 film, Glory.

The Chasseurs have been the most forgotten and overlooked Black players in America’s creation story, even more so than the Black patriots who served under General Washington, including at Yorktown and especially in the 1st Rhode Island Infantry Continental Regiment﻿. They fought in an all-Black and mulatto unit, unlike on the American side, and they made a major contribution toward preserving the Franco-American alliance by saving the two allied armies at Savannah. Too often, the Chasseurs have been omitted entirely from the histories of the war in the South, although they represented the largest Black command that fought on either side in any theater of operations during the war, and with unparalleled distinction. If remembered at all, these young men have been unfairly relegated at best to an obscure footnote, where often the most fascinating facts can be found in works of history.

Revolutionary War historiography—and American history overall—has long been dominated by the traditional and nationalist narrative, which has had no place for Black soldiers. The American Revolution in particular has been excessively romanticized and mythologized, like no other conflict in American history. America’s longtime white version of the war has omitted Blacks for blatant racial reasons, based on ugly racial stereotypes that have no basis in reality or fact.

The distinguished contributions of the Black and mulatto fighting men from Saint-Domingue have been forgotten for a wide variety of reasons to this day:


	Black history in general—and no chapter more so than the story of Haiti—has long been the most ignored field of study in the annals of American history, especially in regard to the American Revolution, which has been excessively romanticized because it was America’s creation story.

	These men of a darker shade from Saint-Domingue risked their lives and fought in the South, which has been the most forgotten theater of operations despite its crucial importance, and long ignored by generations of American Revolutionary War historians. Many of these talented historians have been from New England, and they have primarily focused on Washington’s famous campaigns to the north, while overlooking and minimizing the supreme importance of the Southern Theater, where ironically the war was ultimately won in key victories like the Battle of Kings Mountain, South Carolina, on October 7, 1780, which ultimately led the way to Yorktown.

	The Civil War of 1861–1865 stained the overall patriotic image of the Revolutionary War in the South, and Southern patriots, because most Southerners became traitors to the country when the South Carolinians opened fire with their rows of cannon on Fort Sumter, Charleston, South Carolina, on April 12, 1861. In consequence, the historical record has been distorted and the key contributions of Southern patriots have been tarnished and even silenced in some cases.

	Generations of white historians, from both the North and the South, have long ignored the contributions and sacrifices of Black soldiers on American soil, from the beginning of America’s story, because of prevalent racist attitudes and perspectives that have long dominated in the United States.

	There is an excess of romantic patriotic myths that have long defined the field of Revolutionary War historiography, to the point of approaching fantasy and fiction, ignoring even some of the most basic historical facts and fundamental truths to a profound degree, more than is found in any other single chapter of American history.

	The young Black and mulatto men of the Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint-Domingue hailed from a tropical land—the richest Caribbean colony of France—and, hence, were not considered part of American history, or part of a story for white Americans, which was certainly not the case, as demonstrated at the Battle of Savannah.

	The inspirational story of the Chasseurs has been silenced for more than two centuries, partly because America had continued to be a slave nation (the world’s largest slave democracy) during the American Revolution and long afterward, for more than three-quarters of a century, in an outright betrayal of the Declaration of Independence’s lofty, idealistic words of equality for all men, until more than halfway through the next century. Consequently, because of racial priorities, the distinguished story of Black heroics on the battlefield at Savannah and on other fields of strife needed to be ignored and forgotten in order to maintain the institution of slavery and ensure its safety in the South, and to justify Jim Crow oppression in the twentieth century.

	The Chasseurs faced a double handicap, because they were both Black and Catholic, which garnered resentment and hostility from the mostly Protestant Americans, then and long afterward, even though they were fighting for the American people and their infant republic at Savannah.

	The Battle of Savannah, the darkest day for the Franco-American alliance, resulted in the most disastrous American-French defeat of the American Revolution and fostered considerable discord between allies, which was the antithesis of the glory reaped by the allies at Yorktown, where they successfully worked together in perfect harmony to win the war’s most decisive victory in October 1781.

	Veterans organizations in both the nations of France and the Republic of Haiti failed to promote the distinguished “saving the day” role of the Haitians at Savannah, relegating the Chasseurs of Saint-Domingue to the status of the war’s most forgotten fighting men, claimed and honored by no one, although their memory has been kept alive by only a few Haitian historians (without publications in the United States) over the years.





Brothers in Liberty not only reveals one of the most forgotten chapters of America’s story, and that of the American Revolution, but also provides Americans today with an inspirational and classic example of how it took the efforts of both Blacks and whites together, both on and off the battlefield, to make America during its creation story, and to achieve the ultimate victory, including at Yorktown, in a people’s revolution. Indeed, as they fully demonstrated on October 9, 1779, at Savannah, the dark-hued soldiers from Saint-Domingue were brothers in liberty with their white comrades, both Frenchmen and Americans, when they fought and died for the same lofty egalitarian principles of America at Savannah, in a most symbolic example of a righteous revolutionary brotherhood that transcended race, because they sacrificed together in the hope of fulfilling the same dreams.

Significantly, after nearly 250 years, this is the first book that has ever been devoted to this fascinating and long-silenced subject, in an effort to enlighten Americans at this late date about one of the most intriguing aspects of the American Revolution. This remarkable saga about forgotten Black courage and sacrifice during the bloody showdown at Savannah needs to be told, especially now, given the unfortunate racial situation and climate in today’s America by presenting an invaluable lesson of the importance of racial unity.

Most important, and as noted, in an example of the timeless cycles of history, a good many of the young members of the Chasseurs took the egalitarian values and lessons they learned from the American Revolution back with them to Saint-Domingue. There, led by a former young drummer boy of the Chasseurs named Henri Christophe, they became the dynamic Black leaders of the most radical and egalitarian revolution in the Americas, with the loftiest of goals—true equality for everyone, regardless of color. Quite unlike the United States during the American Revolution, when egalitarian rhetoric and theory never lived up to fundamental racial aspirations when it came to race, the Haitian Revolution led to true freedom for everyone. The veterans of Savannah played leading and stirring roles in winning their freedom on the battlefield and establishing the first free Black republic in history, based on the first-ever concept of universal liberty. In the end, this was the most enduring legacy of the siege and Battle of Savannah in egalitarian terms.

Brothers in Liberty reveals how these lofty egalitarian values and enlightened principles were equally shared by Haiti and America, from the beginning of their respective people’s revolutions for liberty—one Black, and one white. The story of the Savannah Campaign is especially important because it represents one shining example of the shared revolutionary and egalitarian bonds and unity of two sister republics that have been long forgotten. Without the American Revolution, there might not have been a Haitian Revolution, just as there would have been no French Revolution without the American Revolution, all earthshaking historical events that forever changed the world.

Indeed, the bloody tragedy played out in full at Savannah on October 9, 1779, was important because in some fundamental ways, it marked the nascent beginning of the revolutionary spirit of the Republic of Haiti. Here, in the French West Indies, the enlightened ideals of the American Revolution were infused into the hearts and minds of a new generation of young men of a darker hue who were destined to become the future leaders of Haiti’s greatest generation. This love of freedom and egalitarian spirit inspired and fueled the Haitian Revolution against France, and then the invasion force of Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802-1803 by members of Haiti’s greatest generation and the rise of a corps of new revolutionary leaders: experienced and savvy Savannah veterans who had fought for America’s liberty and later evolved into distinguished freedom fighters and liberators, who battled to free their invaded homeland from European domination in the late 1790s and the early 1800s, just like the American patriots had done in the 1770s. Brothers in Liberty reveals that the shared humanity of Blacks and whites struggling together as one helped to create a new world and a new birth of freedom, fulfilling the great promise and enlightened dream of America and creating the egalitarian link that connected the American Revolution to the Haitian Revolution in fundamental ways.

These Haitian men of different shades of black faced the same kind of Old World oppressors and obstacles when risking their lives during the high-stakes showdown at Savannah as during the Haitian Revolution, battling for the same Age of Enlightenment and egalitarian principles. The core republican concepts were even more enlightened and inclusive in Haiti than they were in the United States from 1775 to 1783. In this sense, it was a natural transference of revolutionary ideology and idealism from America to Saint-Domingue, which then resulted in the creation of the world’s first Black republic, Haiti, by the winning of a bloody revolution against some of Napoleon’s finest troops. The inspirational story of the Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint-Domingue at Savannah serves as the best example in the annals of American history of the rare unity of Black and white soldiers in the eighteenth century, battling together, dying, and sacrificing as one to achieve the same common egalitarian goals against an Old World power and system of oppression.

Most of all, I hope that this book might provide a measure of renewed faith and hope for greater racial harmony in America, at a time when it appears there is none whatsoever. We need to begin the process of healing today’s extensive racial divide that now seems insurmountable on every level. If used properly, these fundamental historical truths—as opposed to the modern political falsehoods and agenda-driven propaganda spewing from the modern media and politicians—hold the potential to begin to heal America’s deep racial wounds. The current polarization and misunderstandings between the races stem largely from the endless promotion of the wrong historical lessons, based more on political agendas and propaganda than today’s actual racial realities in America, creating in essence two distinct nations, one Black, one white.

In today’s popular mind, ironically, the United States and the Republic of Haiti could not seem more dissimilar in every possible way—the very antithesis of each other, especially in regard to race, history, culture, and economics. After all, the United States is the richest nation on Earth, while Haiti is the poorest in the Western Hemisphere, thanks to the lingering ugly legacies of slavery, racism, imperialism, and colonialism. But these two sister republics in the Western Hemisphere have a shared revolutionary heritage and rich tradition that has revealed a hidden egalitarian bond, including in the case of the Battle of Savannah.

Whereas the United States had been an unparalleled and remarkable success story with its seemingly endless prosperity and good fortune throughout history, having friendly borders and the ample protection of oceans on either side, the Republic of Haiti was seemingly cursed by God, but even more so by the follies of man, resulting in seemingly endless bloodletting, revolutions, excessive poverty, and an unparalleled amount of human suffering and tragedy. In fact, the historic tragedy of Haiti, which has continued to this day, has been unmatched anywhere else on Earth, ensuring that the Haitians have long been some of the most stoic and longest-suffering people in the world.

The American people rose up in revolt in April 1775 because the colonists believed that they were equal to Western Europeans in every way, in keeping with Age of Enlightenment ideology, and deserving of the equality long denied them by an autocratic king across the sea. The people of Haiti, who were former slaves, rose up in revolt for fundamentally the same reasons against another European imperialistic nation, because they believed they were equal to whites in every possible way, and deserving of equal rights just like the white colonial Americans before them. Both America and Haiti shared these fundamental truths of the human experience during the Age of Revolution, a bond born of violent revolution and shared ideology.

The close bond between the United States and Haiti has existed for more than three centuries, including vibrant trade connections, religion—especially Catholicism—and conservative values. The thirteen English colonies traded heavily with Saint-Domingue long before the American Revolution, and France secretly supplied the American revolutionaries with European arms and munitions through its Caribbean islands, especially Saint-Domingue from an early date.

In a chain reaction, the lofty egalitarian ideals of the American Revolution were ultimately resurrected in Saint-Domingue during another common people’s revolution against the day’s mightiest empire, Napoleonic France, which resulted in a new birth of freedom with the establishment of the Republic of Haiti. The Battle of Savannah’s Black veterans evolved into dynamic leaders for the united front of former slaves and free Blacks and mulattoes who joined together to drive the French out of their country during the world’s most enlightened revolution. These veterans of the Battle of Savannah played a major role in leading the way toward winning the bitter struggle against Napoleon’s invaders in 1802–1803, and creating the Republic of Haiti on January 1, 1804—a bright new day in world history that also had a profound impact on the United States and, ironically, one that has been largely forgotten today.

The fate of Haiti during the course of the bloody Haitian Revolution was of vital importance to the future of the United States for a variety of reasons. If not for the heroics and sacrifice of hundreds of thousands of Black and mulatto freedom fighters, including the veterans of Savannah, the United States of America would be much different today in significant ways. By 1801, with the establishment of the Treaty of Amiens that negated the powerful British navy, Napoleon Bonaparte had been freed to make his imperialistic move in a bid to create a vast New World Empire, ensuring that the people of today’s Haiti would become the ultimate tragic victims of geopolitical developments and his endless ambitions of the former artillery officer from Corsica.

Napoleon had laid careful plans to invade and take control of Saint-Domingue, which had become semi-independent after being left on its own by the central government in Paris, France. During this turbulent time France was fighting for survival during its wars against major European powers, since it was the only republic—seen as a threat by the monarchies—in Europe. The fulfillment of Napoleon’s grand imperial vision first required restoring slavery across Saint-Domingue by forcing the former slaves back into servitude. This was to enable the colony to regain its lost prosperity, providing its former agricultural riches to fuel the French economy and Napoleon’s war machine, for future conquests in Europe and elsewhere. This ill-fated decision of the French ruler in Paris led to the disastrous failure of the French expeditionary force and the next round of vicious fighting in what became a racial war—a true Caribbean Holocaust—directed against the Haitian people. Thanks also to the ravages of malaria, Napoleon’s once-mighty expeditionary force was all but destroyed by the freedom-loving revolutionaries, both Blacks and mixed-race fighting men, by the end of 1803, after some of the most vicious combat ever seen in the Western Hemisphere.

The primary reason why Napoleon’s 1803 loss of Saint-Domingue was so crucial to the future of the United States was because the native Corsican’s ambitious strategic plan had called for utilizing the western third of Hispaniola (Saint-Domingue) as a staging area for a New World empire, based in Louisiana. Napoleon planned for New Orleans, Louisiana, to serve as the headquarters for future conquests in North America. If Napoleon’s grandiose dream—based on retaining Saint-Domingue and restoring slavery, and the colony’s prosperity—had come true, it would have stopped the American people’s historic push west into the Mississippi Valley, and all the way to the Pacific’s shores.

Instead, the remarkable success of the ex-slaves and mulattoes, including leaders who had served at Savannah, in defeating Napoleon and establishing the world’s first Black republic forever ended Napoleon’s intoxicating dream of empire in America. This resulted in the United States doubling in size with the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, when President Thomas Jefferson purchased 828,000 square miles of prime lands from France—today’s centerpiece of the United States, located just west of the Ohio Valley and just east of Spain’s historic border lands of the Southwest, leading to the Pacific. This vast land in the Southwest was later taken by the United States from Mexico as the result of the Mexican-American War of 1846–1848.

In the end, the immeasurable heroic sacrifice of the former slaves of Saint-Domingue ensured that the people of the United States were placed well on the road not only to the Pacific, but also to superpower status and an eventual rise to globalism in the twentieth century. In this regard, the United States owes an extremely heavy debt to the people of Haiti to this day. One respected American historian has appropriately asked the key question: “Did Haiti save the United States?,” because of everything that Haiti accomplished and sacrificed for America, including at Savannah in the fall of 1779. It is clear that the American nation would look much different today without the unprecedented contributions of the freedom-loving ex-slaves of today’s Haiti during the world’s first revolution based upon the concept of universal liberty for people of all colors.

The achievements of the people of the Republic of Haiti provided an inspiring example to the world of the moral necessity of abolishing mankind’s most evil institution, which the United States finally achieved more than half a century later, during the Civil War. The longtime paranoid fear of Southerners about the possibility of slaves rising up in revolt across the South and concerns about the political influence of Northern abolition played a large role in the South’s secession from the Union and the outbreak of the Civil War in April 1861. A generation of Southerners viewed secession as the way to avoid another Haiti-like slave revolt that might devastate the South.

These two neighbors were sister republics dedicated to the freedom of the common people and close neighbors in the Western Hemisphere, whose New World experiences in revolutionary struggle against their European masters across the sea were closely intertwined from the beginning. This included the fact that Washington’s army early on gained muskets, black powder, cannon, and other supplies from French ships sailing out of the major ports of Saint-Domingue, especially Cap-Français, also known as “Le Cap,” located on the north coast. But the ideological connection between the two republics was even greater because they were sister experiments in democracy, which reached its egalitarian peak in Haiti, unlike in the United States. In regard to the overall history of human progress, enlightenment, and the pursuit of liberty, the Haitian Revolution was a truly earthshaking event, after which the world—especially the United States—would never be the same.

Often forgotten is the fact that there would have been no United States of America today without the vital intervention of the French, from the beginning of the American Revolution to the establishment of the 1778 Franco-American alliance and then all the way to ??. This was especially the case in regard to France’s powerful navy, which had been significantly strengthened after the hard lessons learned from the disastrous Seven Years’ War (the French and Indian War, as it’s known in America), but also its army, as demonstrated during the Yorktown Campaign, when the team of often-bickering and dysfunctional allies finally worked together flawlessly, unlike at Savannah. In this sense, the Savannah Campaign can be viewed as an example of the inevitable growing pains of an immature and fragile allied relationship in 1779 that blossomed during the Yorktown Campaign.

Many books have been written about the British mistakes that led to American independence, but no books have been written that have focused on the mistakes of the Franco-American alliance, which almost lost the war before the miracle at Yorktown, costly errors emphasized in this book. This long list of mistakes committed by the blundering allies, especially at Savannah, has been largely overlooked because of the eventual decisive victory at Yorktown and the winning of independence. But had the allies performed at Yorktown like they did at Savannah, America would not have won its independence.

A close exploration of the overall functioning of the crucial Franco-American alliance at Savannah is important for a variety of reasons, especially in regard to a case of history having come full circle when tens of thousands of American troops went to the aid of France in both World War I and II during the twentieth century. Then, the United States and France remained close allies during the Cold War, including in Southeast Asia, when the Americans basically took over for the French in Vietnam and paid an extremely high price for its own march to folly.

Most important, King Louis XVI, who was beheaded by his own citizens during the French Revolution in January 1793, and the French nation, including the fighting men of a darker hue from Saint-Domingue, became the saviors of America in the end. Indeed, the long life of the United States was ensured by the French, whose widespread domestic unrest and deplorable financial situation resulted in the French Revolution. King Louis XVI lost both his country and his head to a people’s uprising, in no small part because he had so wholeheartedly assisted America’s revolutionaries at great expense, embarking upon a disastrous war against their ancient Protestant enemy in pursuit of global supremacy, and to seek vengeance after having lost the Seven Years’ War and key possessions like Canada (New France). Despite his good intentions, the king would pay the ultimate price of national bankruptcy and social revolution, which devoured him.

From the vital ports of Saint-Domingue—especially Cap-Français on the north coast, but also Port-au-Prince on the west coast—flowed the primary sources of French aid that were invaluable for the American war effort, even before the official French Alliance of 1778. Brisk trade, especially with New England traders, had existed between the colonies and Saint-Domingue for decades before the American Revolution. But America’s French West Indies connection ran much deeper, in what was most crucial to eventually winning the war: The warships of the French West Indies Squadron, centered in Saint-Domingue, paved the way for the ill-fated bid to capture Savannah in 1779. In the end, it was the French fleet and another strong expeditionary force dispatched by King Louis XVI, in conjunction with French land forces, that guaranteed decisive victory at Yorktown, and the winning of an infant nation’s independence.

Clearly, the dramatic story of the all-important contributions of the Chasseurs-Volontaires de Saint-Domingue at Savannah—the allied campaign was one of severe growing pains, as demonstrated by the extent of the disaster during the fall of 1779—was but one distinguished chapter of the French contributions to the winning of American independence. Even more significant, the distinguished role of the Chasseurs at Savannah was also one of the most forgotten chapters in Black history and the overall struggle to achieve liberty and human progress, because of their close connection to the Haitian Revolution and the struggle for universal liberty in a forgotten symbotic relationship.

In much the same way, the long-overlooked story of the Chasseurs at Savannah is but one chapter of the rich history of the Republic of Haiti and its key contributions to the overall progress and march of freedom around the Western Hemisphere, including the revolutionary heritage of the Haitian people who actively supported General Simón Bolívar’s army of liberators against Spanish rule, including in Texas in 1816, and their especially brutal band of slavery across South America.

Unfortunately, and as noted, no nation on earth has been more thoroughly misunderstood or less appreciated by the Western world, both past and present, than Haiti, since its establishment as a new republic, despite its closeness to America in geographical, ideological, and historical terms. This is an especially cruel and tragic fate for a long-ignored place and misunderstood people who played such a leading role in America’s story, especially during the American Revolution. To Americans, both Black and white, the seldom-visited and much-feared land of Haiti, shrouded in myth and misunderstanding, has remained a place of mystery to this day. The world’s first Black republic has been viewed by many Americans as a cursed land of the devil and evil spirits, a truly sad and most unfortunate development in regard to some of the most vibrant people in all of the Caribbean, and a magnificently beautiful land in natural terms. In consequence, the deep historical roots and close connections of the United States and Haiti as sister republics born in the fire of revolts of the common people against the abuses of autocratic European masters and autocratic Old World monarchies in the name of the same lofty goals, freedom and equality, have been forgotten, until it has seemed that there exists no shared history between the two.

The French Revolution, whose ideological model and roots lay deep in the core egalitarian concepts of the American Revolution, was based on the heady idealism of “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity,” regardless of color, like America’s struggle—but only in rhetorical and philosophical terms. Unlike in America after the American Revolution—because pressing economic realities and the pursuit of profits overrode egalitarian idealism, especially in the South—the revolutionary republic of France officially abolished slavery in 1794, less than fifteen years after the Battle of Savannah, and in the year that followed the beheading of unfortunate King Louis XVI, who had accomplished so much in the saving of America. This was nearly seventy-five years before President Abraham Lincoln issued his famous Emancipation Proclamation during some of the darkest days for the Union during the Civil War, largely for reasons related to bolstering the sagging war effort during a long war of attrition against the South. By 1801, Napoleon had already betrayed the fundamental and lofty egalitarian principles of the French Revolution, especially in regard to his insidious plan to restore slavery in Saint-Domingue, in an effort to return the colony to its former glory and reap fantastic profits from the sale of sugar and coffee.

More than eighty
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