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Dedication

This book is dedicated to my children, Kathryn Bailey Hutchison and Houston Taylor Hutchison. I hope the nineteenth-century pioneers who faced obstacles with unflinching courage and in so doing built our great state and nation will be an inspiration to them and to their generation.
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Introduction

The Spirit of Texas has been cussed and discussed throughout its storied history. Texans are ruggedly independent, fiercely loyal, colorful, fun-loving, and entrepreneurial.

There could be a thousand different reasons given for the unique Texas persona, but I believe it boils down to two major features of our history. First, Texas, alone among the states, fought single-handedly for its independence. Like the Americans who rebelled against oppressive British rule, Texans rose up against the Mexican dictator Santa Anna. The building of a new republic in 1836 marked the beginning of an independent streak that has been passed through the generations. What began as a republic led to statehood in 1845.

The second way our ancestors evinced their Texas spirit was by conquering the harsh land. As the famous Texas historian T. R. Fehrenbach noted, “the Anglo frontier in Texas was not a frontier of traders, trappers and soldiers, as in most other states. It was a frontier of farming families, with women and small children, encroaching and colliding with a long-ranging, barbaric, war-making race.” Though Indian wars were common in other states, in Texas they lasted for more than forty years, and the torture doled out by Comanche tribes in particular spared no one. In their attempts to run the settlers out of their hunting and grazing lands, the Indians not only attacked the men, they also made examples of the women, the children, and the elderly.

The nineteenth century put its stamp on the Texas mystique. The early half was dominated by the revolution and the second half by the settling of the unforgiving land.

Contributions by women to the building of the state were crucial to the resulting spirit. To call those pioneer women rugged and resilient would be an understatement. Many of them came from southern states and genteel backgrounds. They were educated and had grown up in comfortable surroundings. They entered an untamed frontier with virtually no comforts or amenities. They followed their husbands, who sought to make their own way mostly because of the cheap or free land. They lived in crude log cabins or even mud huts, had little furniture, and made the most of their utensils, clothes, and necessities. They were threatened by weather, revolution, and Indian raids, and a few even endured arduous trail drives, herding cattle to markets thousands of miles away.

But they stuck it out. They showed resilience and unflinching courage. These women were full partners, often giving birth to ten or twelve children, many of whom died young in a region where doctors were scarce. They used their educations in art, literature, and music to create a society from this rugged existence. Their positive attitude lent a lively character to the new Texas. It was common for the families to meet for “balls,” where guests would bring food, amateur musicians would play, and all would dance the night away.

After visiting her cousin Stephen in 1831, historian Mary Austin Holley observed:

It is not uncommon for ladies to mount their mustangs and hunt with their husbands, to ride long distances on horseback, to attend a ball with their silk dresses ... in their saddlebags. Hardy, vigorous constitutions, free spirits, and spontaneous gaiety are thus induced, and continued a rich legacy to their children, who, it is to be hoped, will sufficiently value the blessing not to squander it away in their eager search for the luxuries and refinements of polite life. ... Many a wife in Texas has proved herself the better half, and many a widow’s heart has prompted her to noble daring.

Another noted Texas historian, Frances Vick, believes the independence of these women was partially due to the Spanish laws that set the precedent for women’s property rights. Widows inherited half of estates and daughters generally inherited equally with their brothers. Community property has long been the law in Texas, so even in divorce, women were entitled to half their marital property. These laws gave women wealth from which they could build vast fortunes and holdings. Many became independent business, farm, and ranch owners, establishing their individual identities.

In “Cowboys and Southern Belles,” an essay in Texas Myths, Sandra L. Myres includes this quote from Necah Furman:

This geographic vastness, the state’s frontier heritage, and its crass individualism contributed to the development of its predominantly masculine character ... [and its] particular brand of regional chauvinism has produced a woman soft on the outside but with a backbone of steel.

When I talked to T. R. Fehrenbach about my effort to focus on the role of women in shaping the culture of Texas, he affirmed my premise. He said grandmothers ruled in the early families and wives often kept the household and business accounts. If widows or daughters inherited ranches on the frontier, they ran them and were dealt with as equals. The frontier era may have ended in the 1880s or ’90s, but the frontier mentality lasted for many more years.

I decided to write this book because I grew up hearing the stories of Texas’s past. My great-great-grandfather, Charles S. Taylor, was one of the leaders of the Texas Revolution, having been an elected delegate to the 1836 convention that produced the Texas Declaration of Independence. He served in many positions through the years, first appointed by President Sam Houston and later elected chief justice of Nacogdoches County. My great-great-grandmother, Anna Mary, was his helpmate. They had thirteen children. She participated in the Runaway Scrape, the exodus from Texas during its revolutionary war. Our family has lived in Nacogdoches since the first Taylors called it home in 1832. My mother and her three sisters grew up in the house my grandparents built a few blocks from the original Charles S. Taylor home site. We visited there as children, playing with our cousins and listening to the stories of the families that settled Texas more than 175 years ago—many of whom have intertwined and stayed right there in Nacogdoches. Now I am making memories for my children in the same house, hoping to instill in them a love for Texas and the positive can-do attitude that has made Texas what it is today.


Prologue: Overview of Nineteenth-Century Texas

In the early nineteenth century, immigrants from the United States began making their way to the Spanish province of Coahuila and Texas (a Mexican state after 1821) in small numbers, homesteading and establishing trading posts in the eastern part of the region, near San Augustine and south of the Red River. Although Spain prohibited foreign settlement and trading with the Indians, the newcomers were mostly ignored as long as they stayed out of politics. At about the same time, Cherokees and other Indian tribes, forced from their ancestral homelands in North Carolina, Tennessee, and Georgia by encroaching settlers, moved west to Texas as well.

After the 1819 Adams-Onís Treaty established the Louisiana-Texas boundary at the Sabine River, some Americans maintained that Louisiana territory included Texas and took steps to wrest control of the region from Spain. Their goal was most likely its eventual incorporation into the United States. James Long, a physician turned merchant, gathered about three hundred volunteers for an unauthorized military expedition (known as a filibuster) into Texas, where he occupied Nacogdoches and declared an independent republic.

Within a few months, Long and his followers were driven out of Texas by Spanish troops, but he returned with another army in 1820. He was captured in 1821, when he tried to ally himself with the triumphant Mexican Revolution against Spain, and imprisoned in Mexico, where he was shot and killed under mysterious circumstances the following year.

Long’s volunteers were motivated less by patriotism than by their leader’s promise of generous grants of one league of land (4,428 acres) to each soldier. Many other Americans, especially those who had suffered financial losses in the economic collapse known as the Panic of 1819, were also attracted by the prospect of free land in Texas. One of them was Moses Austin, who after losing a fortune in Missouri lead mines secured an empresarial grant from the governor of Texas to settle three hundred American families in Texas. In 1821, before he had the chance to put his plan into action, Moses Austin died, but his son Stephen Fuller Austin stepped in to fulfill his father’s dream of restoring the family’s fortunes and good name.

Between 1825 and 1831, Stephen F. Austin received four additional contracts from the Mexican government to settle a total of two thousand American families in Texas. He had little difficulty finding takers for grants of a league and a labor (177 acres) to new settlers, in return for nominal fees to be paid over six years or more. There were other empresarios (land agents), including Martin de León (the only native Mexican), Green DeWitt, and Haden Edwards, but Austin’s active role in promoting Anglo-American immigration and negotiating with successive governments in Mexico earned him the title of “Father of Texas.” As early as 1830, more than ten thousand settlers had immigrated to Texas from the United States. Most were subsistence farmers, but an increasing number of planters arrived as well, growing cotton and sugarcane on large tracts of land with slave labor.

Because large land grants in Texas were available at little or no cost, planters often relied on slave labor to raise cash crops like cotton. Austin himself, though he personally regarded slavery as a “curse of curses,” justified slave labor as the only means of turning Texas into a rich agricultural economy. To satisfy Mexican prohibitions against slaveholding, laws were enacted to permit new immigrants to bring their slaves with them or to convert bondsmen into indentured servants who became, in all but name, chattel to be bought and sold at the whim of their owners.

Despite periodic friction between Texans and the Mexican government—chiefly over issues such as taxes and local control—most Anglo-Texans were satisfied with their rights under the liberal Mexican Constitution of 1824 and desired only the loosening of restrictions on immigration and separate statehood within the Mexican federation. However, in 1834, General Antonio López de Santa Anna seized dictatorial powers as president, and Stephen F. Austin, who had gone to Mexico City to petition for reforms and Texas statehood, was arrested and confined there from January 1834 to July 1835. When he finally returned to Texas in August 1835, the people were calling for independence from Mexico, and Austin, who had previously favored diplomacy over military action, supported that call.

During October and November 1835, a series of minor military encounters between Texas volunteers and Mexican forces resulted in the withdrawal of the Mexican military from everywhere in Texas except San Antonio. In November, a convention of elected delegates (called a Consultation) held in San Felipe stopped short of declaring independence during its two weeks of meetings, stating instead that Texas would maintain allegiance to Mexico as long as that country was governed by the Constitution of 1824—the very constitution that Santa Anna had already suspended. In Austin’s view, the rhetorical ploy sent a signal to the dictator’s federalist opponents in Mexico and bought time for Texas to prepare for war before separating from the mother country.

After the Consultation appointed Austin a commissioner to the United States, where he was to help secure loans and credits for munitions, solicit volunteers, and lobby for support for Texas independence and eventual annexation, he was succeeded as commander of the Texas army by Edward Burleson. On December 5, Burleson and Ben Milam led three hundred men into San Antonio, where four days later, General Martín Perfecto de Cos, Santa Anna’s brother-in-law, surrendered and agreed to lead his troops back across the Rio Grande. For the moment, no Mexican troops remained in Texas, and most of the Texans, including General Burleson, went home. But a few proposed invading Mexico, in search of spoils and an alliance with federalists across the border. Sam Houston, who was now commander in chief of the “regular army” (which had no troops), went to Goliad, southeast of San Antonio, where he was able to convince most of the would-be invaders to abandon their ill-considered plans.

Determined to teach the upstart Texans a lesson, Santa Anna led an army of at least two thousand men across the Rio Grande on February 16, 1836, headed to San Antonio. At the same time, 550 cavalry, under the command of General José Urrea, entered Texas along the Gulf coast. Santa Anna’s first goal was to retake San Antonio. The city was of no military significance, and in January Houston had ordered Colonel James Neill to evacuate the Alamo there, but Neill and James Bowie decided that the old mission, with its high, two-foot-thick walls and reinforced with cannon seized from Cos, was impregnable and decided to defend it. With only 150 men to defend a perimeter nearly a quarter-mile around, however, the Texans could not hold off Santa Anna’s numerically superior forces for long. The Mexican general could easily have starved the defenders out, but he craved a dramatic, decisive victory, and on March 6 ordered his troops to storm the fort and take no prisoners. The 182 or 183 Texan volunteers defended the Alamo to the last and were killed, either during the fighting or immediately afterward, having exacted the price of six hundred dead and wounded from Santa Anna’s troops.

News of the Mexican invasion sowed widespread alarm throughout the region. Many of the able-bodied men who had not already volunteered left to join the army, and the remaining civilian population—women, children, the elderly, and slaves—hastily fled eastward to get out of the path of the approaching armies. Their flight, which became known as the “Runaway Scrape,” ultimately involved nearly all of the region’s settler population, who also feared that Indians and rebellious slaves might take advantage of their defenselessness by raiding or killing them. The flight, which began even before Santa Anna had besieged San Antonio, swung into high gear when word of the Alamo massacre circulated.

On March 1, fifty-nine delegates convened at Washington-on-the-Brazos to decide the future of Texas. Sam Houston, a delegate from Refugio, convinced the delegates not to adjourn in order to go to the defense of the Alamo but to remain and address the matters before them. The next day, the delegates signed the Texas Declaration of Independence, a document composed mainly by George C. Childress and patterned on the American declaration of sixty years earlier. It stated, among other claims, that Mexico no longer protected the lives, liberty, and property of the people of Texas; that it had degenerated from a constitutional federal republic to a military dictatorship; that the people’s petitions had been ignored and their representatives imprisoned; that the welfare of Texas had been ignored; and that public education, trial by jury, freedom of religion, and other essentials of good government had been neglected. The declaration also charged that the Mexican army had invaded the region to exterminate its citizens and that its government was “weak, corrupt, and tyrannical.”

Before leaving Washington-on-the-Brazos to take command of the army at Gonzales, Houston also persuaded the remaining delegates to write a constitution for the new republic and choose an interim president, vice president, and cabinet. When he set off on March 6, Houston did not know that the Alamo had already fallen. Shortly after he arrived in Gonzales, however, he learned that three Mexican armies, under Generals Vicente Filisola, Antonio Gaona, and José Urrea, were moving across Texas along roughly parallel routes, with the aim of extirpating the settlements and snuffing out the hopes of the new republic.

Outnumbered and outgunned, Houston had no choice but to retreat, in order to protect the civilian refugees in their eastward flight and to gain time in which to recruit and train an army. He ordered James Fannin, in command of four hundred troops at Goliad, to fall back to Victoria, but owing to Fannin’s delay and tactical missteps in carrying out the order, some 350 of his men were captured at the battle of Coleto on March 19 and 20, and massacred, on Santa Anna’s orders, a week later.

Criticized on all sides for avoiding a confrontation with the enemy, Houston struggled to train his troops even as many of them, disillusioned by his refusal to attack or even to reveal his plans, deserted or turned disobedient. At San Felipe, when the general ordered a further retreat twenty miles upriver to Jared Groce’s plantation, where he spent two weeks drilling the army and instilling a measure of military discipline, two officers, Moseley Baker and Wiley Martin, declined. Unwilling to risk a mutiny, Houston assigned the Baker and Martin companies to guard the Brazos River crossings at San Felipe and Fort Bend. President David G. Burnet joined the chorus of critics as well, writing, “The enemy are laughing you to scorn. You must fight them. You must retreat no further. The country expects you to fight. The salvation of the country depends on your doing so.”

Houston bided his time until April 16. Then, learning that Santa Anna had crossed the Brazos at the head of an army of one thousand men, roughly the size of his own force, and left his remaining troops with General Filisola on the opposite side of the river, he hurried his men toward Buffalo Bayou—a march of fifty-five miles through rain and mud—in order to establish his position in the shelter of the trees lining the bayou and force Santa Anna to defend the exposed prairie west of the San Jacinto River. Although General Cos arrived on the morning of April 21 with an additional 550 troops, Houston’s surprise attack overwhelmed the enemy, killing more than 630 Mexican soldiers and capturing 730. Santa Anna managed to escape during the battle, but he was captured the next day and agreed to terms that sealed the Texans’ victory and guaranteed their independence. The Treaties of Velasco ended the war, required the Mexican armies to withdraw south of the Rio Grande, and bound Santa Anna to persuade the Mexican government to recognize Texas as an independent republic whose border with Mexico was the Rio Grande.

Mexico never ratified the Velasco agreement, but as a practical matter, the independence of the republic was assured when U.S. president Andrew Jackson announced on March 3, 1837, his last day in office, that he had named Alcée La Branche American chargé d’affaires to Texas. Recognition, however, did not solve all of the new republic’s problems. Other nations—notably Britain and France—withheld recognition, and the United States dragged its feet on the question of annexation, which left Texas with $1.25 million in debt, no access to credit markets, and a cash-poor populace averse to paying taxes. The Texas Congress issued redeemable, interest-bearing paper money, but the notes declined in value when the government proved unable to get on a more secure financial footing. Texas’s chronic financial problems would not be solved until 1850, when the U.S. Congress voted to appropriate $10 million to permit Texas to pay off the national debt left over from its years as an independent republic.

Except for a short-lived occupation of San Antonio by a force led by General Adrián Woll in September 1842, Mexico did not violate Texas territorial integrity again until after annexation, when Mexican troops crossed the Rio Grande in April and May 1846 to confront U.S. cavalry and infantry under General Zachary Taylor. The first confrontation ended tragically in the unauthorized Mier expedition (carried out by discontented Texan militia and volunteers), when 176 Texan fighters who had been taken prisoner after crossing into Mexico escaped and were recaptured. Santa Anna ordered the execution of every tenth man, as well as Ewen Cameron, their leader. In what became known as the Black Bean Episode, the victims were selected by having each man draw a bean from a clay jar containing 159 white beans and 17 black ones. The second incursion, by six hundred Mexican soldiers in April 1846, led to the Mexican War, which ended with the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo in February 1848. This treaty settled the question of territorial sovereignty between the United States and Mexico and opened the South Texas frontier to settlers and ranchers of both Mexican and Anglo backgrounds.

At the close of the Mexican War, the greatest danger to Texas settlers in sparsely populated areas was not the armies or outlaws on the other side of the Rio Grande. Indians, especially Comanches, Kiowas, and a supporting cast of nomadic tribes with shifting allegiances, posed a continual threat to life and property, and their stealthy, hit-and-run tactics of raiding were more difficult to anticipate or to repel. Of the hundreds of Indian raids carried out over the more than half century between the earliest Anglo settlements and the mid-1870s, the most notorious may well have been the Comanche-led attack on Fort Parker in May 1836. Attacking the compound of the extended Parker clan in Robertson (present-day Limestone) County in broad daylight, a band that may have consisted of as many as five hundred warriors murdered three of the Parker men and took five women and children captives, one of whom, Cynthia Ann Parker, married Chief Peta Nocona and became the mother of Quanah Parker, the last major Comanche chief.

As president of the Republic of Texas, Sam Houston attempted to establish friendly relations with the Indian tribes in Texas through treaties, but he was unable to effect a permanent peace, and other Texas leaders, such as Mirabeau B. Lamar and Thomas J. Rusk, favored a more aggressive approach. To further complicate matters, leaders of some Indian tribes, among them Chief Bowl of the Cherokees, undermined the chances for peaceful accommodation with the Texans by forming alliances with Mexican and pro-Mexican Tejano groups who planned to overthrow the Texas Republic by force after treaties guaranteeing their rights to lands in Texas were annulled. Although few Indians actually agreed to join forces with the Mexican loyalists, only a small number of tribes—notably the Alabamas and Coushattas, who had assisted the Texans during the 1836 revolution—were allowed to live in peace. Even Chief Bowl, who accepted an order to leave Texas in 1839 (but did not sign a formal agreement to do so), was killed, wearing the sword he had been given by Sam Houston, along with his Cherokee compatriots and their allies, by troops under the command of Thomas Rusk and Edward Burleson. When Houston condemned the attack, one of the soldiers tried to assassinate him with an axe.

Other attempts at negotiation ended as badly. When a group of Comanche chiefs proposed peace negotiations in 1840, they were told to bring all of their white captives with them, but they arrived at the Council House in San Antonio with only a few Mexican children and Matilda Lockhart, a girl of sixteen. When the commissioners, William Cooke and Hugh McLeod, told the Comanche chiefs that they would be held hostage until the remaining captives materialized, fighting broke out that ended only after thirty-five Comanches and seven Texans were dead. Attempts to exchange the twenty-seven Comanches taken prisoner for the white captives came to naught. According to one report, most of the captives were tortured to death to avenge the deaths of the Comanches and the mistreatment of the peace negotiators.

Further retaliation followed the so-called Council House Fight in August 1840, when Chief Buffalo Hump led five hundred warriors on a killing and raiding spree through the Guadalupe Valley towns of Victoria and Linnville. As the attackers withdrew, two hundred Texan volunteers pursued them, killing about one hundred Comanches, and two months later, another group of Texans, assisted by Lipan Apaches and Tonkawas, surprised the raiders in their central Texas village, killed 130 of them, and recovered some of the plunder from the Victoria and Linnville raid. Thus was the tenor of Anglo-Indian relations set in the republic. Although periodic attempts to establish trade and negotiate treaties were made, including one that Houston, as president, signed in 1844 with all the powerful tribes in the republic, hostilities ceased entirely only years later, when the Indians ceded the land to the Anglos and relocated to reservations.

Blessed with vast expanses of fertile soil, especially in its eastern half and along the Gulf coast, Texas before and after its 1845 annexation evolved into an agricultural economy that resembled other regions of the Old South. Most farmers, who did not own slaves, grew corn and vegetables, raised pigs and cows, and hunted and foraged for fish, game, fruit, and wild plants with which they fed their households. A minority were slaveholders, who in addition to growing the same crops and raising the same livestock as their smallholding neighbors, also produced cash crops, overwhelmingly cotton. A few planters, centered in Brazoria County, grew and processed sugarcane.

Compared to farming, cattle raising attracted relatively few people in Texas before the Civil War. Those who did raise cattle tended to own smaller tracts of land than later ranchers, and because most land was unfenced, their herds often grazed on uninhabited public land. At the time, the market for their cattle was primarily in Louisiana; the fabled cattle drives to midwestern and northern destinations were as yet mainly in the future. Cities were also slow to develop in Texas, in part because the climate and abundance of arable land favored agriculture, and also because the distances posed obstacles to the dependable transportation systems urban and commercial centers require. The region’s many rivers were often too shallow to make them reliably navigable, and the relatively flat topography also meant that their waters could not be harnessed to generate electrical power.

During the Civil War, Texas, unlike most of the rest of the Confederacy, remained relatively untouched by the fighting. But more than half of Texans eligible for the draft served during the war, the majority as volunteers, which meant that the families of the wealthy suffered the losses of fathers and sons, husbands and brothers, along with the less affluent. Approximately one-fourth of these men—some fifteen thousand—who served in nearly every theater of the war, died in battle or from wounds or disease. Among the volunteers were about two thousand Unionists who joined the United States Army. To the women who remained behind fell the tasks of caring for their families unaided, managing farms and plantations, and waiting for news from the front. One mark of women’s success in running their farms and plantations during the Civil War is the fact that more than three hundred thousand bales of Texas cotton were exported, much of it along various routes (one running through the King Ranch), to Mexico and thence to other foreign shores, despite a Union blockade of major Texas ports.

Families in frontier settlements also contended with more frequent Indian raids during the war, because the scarcity of able-bodied men made the raiders more intrepid. Some troops and special regiments were assigned to patrol the most vulnerable areas, but the Comanches, Kiowas, and other tribes quickly adapted to the patrols’ routines and preyed on the settlers with relative impunity. Nor were Indians the only plunderers on the frontier of settlement: Deserters and other marginal individuals who took refuge in isolated areas on the fringes of the settlements also stole from the unprotected settlers.

In the years after the Civil War, the population of Texas mushroomed, doubling in the decade between 1870 and 1880, to 1.6 million, and nearly doubling again by the turn of the twentieth century, when the state’s population passed 3 million. Most of the new immigrants came from the Old South, where postwar recovery was slower than in Texas. As the line of settlement pushed westward, Indian raids continued, and pressure increased on the federal government to reach accommodation with the Comanches, Kiowas, Cheyennes, Arapahoe, and other tribes behind most of the violence. Preferred tactics included a combination of military action and peace policies that encouraged the Indians to abandon their nomadic way of life and move onto reservations. In 1874, after a protracted campaign in which soldiers and rangers, aided by Indian scouts, pursued Indian warriors in northwestern Texas and on both sides of the Rio Grande, a series of battles known as the Red River War culminated in an encounter in the Palo Duro Canyon. Only a few Indians were killed in the attack, but their horses and supplies were seized, and by mid-1875, nearly all the Indians had returned to their reservations or were in custody.

Just as crucial to the military campaign to force the Indians into submission was the destruction of the great buffalo herds by hunters responding to increased demand for the animals’ hides. Buffalo had roamed over an expanse that stretched from the Rocky Mountains to the Mississippi River, as far north as Minnesota and south to Louisiana. Their hides had long been prized as robes, but in the 1870s they began to be used in industry as well. Armed with powerful Sharps rifles, hunters would aim for the leader of a herd, and when the lead animal fell, the others would stop running and could be killed at will until they regrouped and started moving forward again. Skinners stripped the hides from the carcasses and left the meat to rot or be devoured by scavengers.

It is estimated that in the course of the decade from 1870 to 1880, roughly three thousand buffalo hunters killed more than 3.5 million of the creatures that have been called “the most economically valuable wild animal[s] that ever inhabited the American continent.”

With the decline of the buffalo herds, and unable to poach the livestock of settlers and ranchers, the Comanches and other Indians, denied their traditional source of “food, clothing, shelter, bedding, saddles, ropes, shields,” had little choice but to submit to the reservation system.

Some large ranches existed in Texas even before the decimation of the buffalo herds and the sequestering of the roving Indian tribes, but they were the exceptions rather than the rule. A few, notably the ranching partnership of Richard King and Mifflin Kenedy in South Texas, managed to ride out the Civil War, when Union control of the Mississippi River closed off access to markets outside the state. With the end of the war, the markets to the north, east, and west clamored for Texas beef, ushering in a period of cattle drives to stockyards and transshipment points thousands of miles from Texas ranches. The ranches themselves, which grew in size and number, spread across the state, and many evolved into multistate operations. Although the railroad came late to Texas, from the 1860s onward cattle drives followed the Chisholm Trail and others north to railheads in Kansas City, Missouri; Abilene and Dodge City, Kansas; and Denver and Pueblo, Colorado. Other drives ended as far afield as California, Wyoming, Montana, Chicago, or even the east coast.

Two industries that were crucial to the development of large-scale ranching in Texas also helped to foster the growth of its cities in the last third of the nineteenth century: banks and railroads. The access to credit supplied by the former and the latter’s introduction of swift, reliable transportation made it possible for cities like San Antonio, Dallas, Houston, and Fort Worth to evolve into manufacturing, trading, meatpacking, and financial centers. The railroads rapidly made up for the time lost during the Civil War, expanding from fewer than five hundred miles of track to more than eight thousand in less than twenty years. The Houston & Texas Central Railroad, for example, linked that city to Dallas in 1872, paving the way for the emergence of both urban centers as commercial and industrial hubs. The first businesses to prosper were industries that processed the region’s agricultural products. Dallas thus emerged as a leader in flour milling in the 1870s and ’80s. By the end of the latter decade, lumber milling, centered in the area east of Houston, overtook grain processing as the state’s leading industry.

Before the outbreak of the First World War, construction of a fifty-mile-long deepwater ship channel between the Port of Houston and Galveston Bay turned Houston into the country’s most important shipping point for raw cotton. Earlier, in 1901, the discovery of immense oil deposits at Spindletop, near the East Texas city of Beaumont, ushered in the state’s first oil boom. As new oil fields were tapped, Houston was poised to develop into an important oil-refining hub as well, thanks to the port’s ability to handle the large tankers that transported crude and processed petroleum. These and related developments helped traditional Texas pursuits, such as agriculture and livestock raising, evolve into viable modern forms as well and paved the way for the emergence of new enterprises—among them communications, energy, and aerospace.


Part I
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MY HERITAGE

1810–1883

Anna Mary Taylor

Mary Shindler

Martha Hall Sharp
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Eva Rosine and Anna Mary Ruoff
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Mary Shindler

The Taylor-Shindler and Hall-Sharp family trees appear in the appendix.

Texas is paradise for men and dogs, but hell for women and horses.

-VARIOUS SOURCES AND VERSIONS

Much has been written about the men who led the way and persevered until they found success in this tough land. Fewer chronicles exist about the circumstances faced by the women who ventured to Texas, stood by those men, and helped shape the unique spirit of Texas.

I grew up hearing the stories of the Texas Revolution from my mother, Ella Kathryn Sharp Bailey. Her roots were in Nacogdoches, the oldest town in Texas, where so much of the struggle occurred and history was made. Her ancestors were active participants in the revolution and helped shape the emerging republic and later state of Texas. Her childhood home, which is still in our family, is one block from the Old Stone Fort, where the town meetings and elections were held in the 1820s and ’30s.

The fort sits on the grounds of Stephen F. Austin State University and is a constant reminder on today’s bustling campus of the roots that were planted 175 years ago. It is where Mother’s great-grandfather, Charles S. Taylor, was elected a delegate to the Convention of 1836.

In our family gatherings there was always talk of “the old days” and the people who grew up together and their ancestors. So many Nacogdoches families are intertwined with the early settlers who intermarried through the generations. Strong women also ran through the stories. My grandmother was widowed in 1930; of her four daughters, two were still living at home: my mom, age eighteen, and my aunt, age eleven. The Great Depression left her to manage with no income. She owned land, but there was no market for it. My mother said that though her mother had no business experience, she just kept cobbling things together and managed to send both younger daughters to college.

So I start this book of unflinching courage with the earlier women of my family, who passed their strength and ingenuity through the generations of Taylor, Shindler, and Sharp women. From participants in the Runaway Scrape, to those who lost children and husbands and were left in dire financial difficulties, to the first woman elected to the United States Senate from Texas, resilience is the common thread.

My family is only one of the many whose women contributed to the building of Texas and its indomitable spirit. Most women of the nineteenth century could have had an easier life if they had stayed in the East. But they chose the more difficult road for the biggest rewards—the accomplishment of building a country that became the greatest state in America.


Anna Mary Taylor

Anna Mary Taylor was born Anna Maria (later changed to Mary) Ruoff on March 16, 1814, in Wurttemberg, Germany, to Johann and Anna Maria Ruoff. Her parents moved from Germany to Louisiana when she and her sister Eva Catherine Rosine were young girls.

In New Orleans, Johann and Anna Maria contracted yellow fever, and family records show that they died there in the early 1830s. The Ruoff children were raised by Monsieur and Madame Placide Bossier in Natchitoches, Louisiana. On a trip to that city, Adolphus Sterne, a merchant and landowner from Nacogdoches, Texas, met Eva Catherine Rosine Ruoff. Adolphus was smitten and the couple married in 1828. Their home in Nacogdoches became a social center for the bustling town and a boardinghouse for those passing through.

Charles Stanfield Taylor was born in 1808 in England, orphaned at an early age, and raised and educated in law by his uncle. When he came of age, he took his inheritance and came to America, landing in New York and sailing shortly thereafter to Louisiana. In 1828 he bought a horse in Natchitoches to ride to Nacogdoches, a journey of about one hundred miles. The horse died on the journey and he walked into Nacogdoches carrying his bags. He stayed at the Adolphus Sterne boardinghouse and began exploring opportunities in this new territory that was still part of Mexico. In June of that year, Eva Sterne’s sister, Anna Mary, visited from Louisiana and met Charles at the Sterne home. Two years later, on May 28, 1830, Charles and Anna Mary were married in the Sternes’ parlor.

Charles became a prominent lawyer and was elected to local office in 1832, the first of many official positions he held. The Taylors’ first child, Evariste, was born in March 1832. Marie Rosine followed in July 1833, George in November 1834, and Texana in January 1836.

Charles continued in public service, serving as alcalde (chief executive, judge, and head of the town council) and land commissioner for the government of Mexico. As resistance to the heavy taxes imposed by the Mexican government was building, Charles’s loyalty to the Mexican government ebbed. He joined Thomas Rusk, Sam Houston, and many other Texans in protest. When delegates were elected to the Texas Convention at Washington-on-the-Brazos to write a declaration of independence, both Rusk and Charles S. Taylor were elected from Nacogdoches.

The declaration was adopted March 2, 1836. Fifty-nine delegates elected from all the settled areas of Texas signed the declaration. During the convention, Taylor moved the adoption of a resolution designating the flag of the new republic to be a white field with a star in the middle and outside the star a letter between each point, spelling Texas. Though no flag was formally adopted for the republic at the convention, Taylor’s design was used informally along with other handmade flags during the revolution.

As word of the massacres at the Alamo and Goliad spread, those left in the towns throughout much of East and South Texas feared that Santa Anna’s army was moving toward them. The women and children fled eastward in the Runaway Scrape. Those fortunate enough to have horses or wagons rode. The others walked, under miserable conditions. Rain and cold prevailed, roads were muddy, and sickness spread among refugees weakened from exposure and lack of food and shelter. When people died, they were buried quickly, and the survivors moved on.

Anna Mary packed up her three living children (George had died before his first birthday) and fought the elements with her friend Polly Rusk and her children and many others hoping to reach Louisiana. All three Taylor girls—four-year-old Evariste, Marie Rosine, three, and the infant Texana—died within days of each other and were buried in Natchitoches.

After the declaration was signed and preliminary selections for officers and military for the republic were made, the men at the convention either joined Sam Houston’s forces to fight Santa Anna’s army or dispersed to other areas of Texas to plan the next steps required to set up a government for the new republic. The battle was joined April 21, 1836, at San Jacinto, near present-day Houston. Santa Anna’s army was defeated in a surprise attack by the Texans, which was timed to coincide with the Mexican troops’ afternoon siestas.

Anna Mary and Charles later reunited in Nacogdoches to rebuild their family and bolster their young country. In December 1836, Charles was appointed the first chief justice of Nacogdoches County by President Sam Houston.

The Taylors had nine more children between 1837 and 1853, when the last, my great-grandmother Anna Mary Taylor, was born. After the tragedy of 1836, when they lost all their children, their indomitable spirit was rewarded. Each of the nine later children lived to adulthood.

By all accounts, including diaries and letters written in their lifetimes, Anna Mary and Charles had a happy marriage. He wrote in one of his letters after an extended trip, “I must confess home is very pleasant to me, and possesses charms and endearments I can find nowhere else.” Their home had a large grove of trees in front and a substantial garden in the back, which was tended by Anna Mary. She was known for her love of trying new seeds to add to her mix, and her friends often brought new varieties to her to plant. Today a historical marker stands on the site of their home, on North Street in Nacogdoches.

The Sterne and Taylor families were very close; the Taylors named one of their sons Adolphus and a daughter Rosine; the Sternes had a son named Charles. The sisters took care of each other in times of need, especially sickness and pregnancies. This was chronicled in the diaries of Adolphus Sterne edited by noted East Texas historian the late Archie McDonald, a longtime professor at Stephen F. Austin State University. In one entry from 1850, Adolphus lamented that the seriously ill Anna Mary might not recover. She did recover, after five weeks, and even had another child, in 1853.

Many a night of dinner and dancing was noted in the diaries and letters of both Sterne and Taylor, at both of their houses. The hard work and constant struggle for funds was lightened with gatherings and celebrations. Writing to Robert Irion in October 1838, Taylor described the informal get-togethers, called “drop ins,” where a few friends would meet, “a fiddle is sent for—the dance commences and is kept up for 3 or 4 hours—hilarity prevails, Judge Jeff [a Nacogdoches friend and fellow judge] by way of interlude, tells some of his amusing stories, a cold snack is provided, with plenty of the requisite to wash it down ... the past week has been quite a Carnival.”

Taylor had a scholarly side as well. Thanks to his formal education in England, he spoke and wrote excellent English and understood both Spanish and French. His extensive library included books ranging in subjects from law, history, and politics to geology, geography, and nature.

When a lawyer from Virginia wrote Charles in 1852 asking for information about Texas, he replied that the soil and climate were good and the people possessed the real spirit of hospitality. “Society upon the average is as good as a man can desire and better than he ought to expect in a comparatively new country.”

Charles was elected chief justice of Nacogdoches County in 1860 and served in that position until his death, at the age of fifty-seven in 1865.

Anna Mary lived to see her youngest child and namesake reach the age of nineteen. She died in 1873 at the age of fifty-nine. The following year, her daughter Anna Mary married Robert Conrad Shindler, the son of Mary and the Reverend Robert Shindler.


Mary Shindler

Mary Bunce Palmer, born in 1810 in Beaufort, South Carolina, was the second of eight children of the Reverend Benjamin Palmer and his wife, the former Mary Bunce. Only four of the children survived infancy—Mary, her two sisters, Sarah and Jane, and a brother, Keith. Benjamin Palmer believed in educating girls as well as boys. He founded the first Sunday school in South Carolina and devoted considerable energy to improving church music, so it is not surprising that Mary’s intellectual and artistic output eventually included a number of Christian hymns. Girls were rarely sent north to school at the time, but Mary studied for one year in Elizabethtown, New Jersey, and later she and her younger sister, Jane, attended Dr. Herrick’s school in New Haven, Connecticut.

Mary started writing poems, stories, and essays when she was still a child. As a young woman, she found a kindred spirit in Charles Dana, a writer and editor whose cousins included Charles Anderson Dana, editor of the New York Tribune, and Richard Henry Dana Jr., author of Two Years Before the Mast. They married in 1835, moved to New York City, and enjoyed their first years of marriage, entertaining friends and family often. Their son, Charles Morgan Dana (Charlie), was born in May 1837. Mary wrote this poem expressing her joy.

THE MOTHER AND HER BABE

A mother sat with eye upturned,

Within her heart love’s pure fire burned,

For by her side, bright as the day,

A smiling little cherub lay;

It was her darling little son,

Her sweet first-born, her only one.

 ...

I gaze in his confiding eyes,

And lo! Sweet tears in mine arise;

I kiss his rosy, velvet cheek,

And burn with thoughts I cannot speak;

My grateful heart overflows with joy,

That God has given me such a boy!

 ...

Five days after experiencing the pure joy of her son’s birth, Mary suffered the first of a series of tragedies that were to mark her life. Her sister Jane, her closest sibling and dearest friend, died of tuberculosis. Less than a year later, her brother, Keith, a physician, died in Alabama.

Mary and Charles decided to venture west to pursue his dream of publishing a newspaper. They settled in Bloomington, Iowa, a new town on the Mississippi River. They had just arrived in the summer of 1839 when Mary was stunned by unexpected tragedy. Stagnant, contaminated water, caused by the low river level and lack of sanitation facilities, brought on an epidemic of cholera. First Mary caught the disease; then, as she recovered, little Charlie contracted cholera, and as the boy’s condition worsened, Charles began to be affected.

On August 20, the baby Charlie died. Her husband was too ill to attend the funeral; a few sympathetic people prayed with Mary beside the child’s grave. After a brief service, Mary returned to nurse her husband, but he died the next morning. Mary, bereft, wrote of her feelings, “Left entirely alone, thousands of miles from every relative I had on earth, there was no human arm on which I could lean.” She sought to return to her parents’ home in South Carolina as soon as possible, but it was October before she could get passage on a boat, which took weeks and made several stops en route to Charleston. After the long journey home, Mary found solace and purpose in writing. Her first book, a collection of religious poems titled The Southern Harp, was published in 1841; it sold twenty thousand copies. A more personal collection, The Parted Family and Other Poems, followed later in the year. Among the influential editors who encouraged Mary’s literary ambitions were Sarah Josepha Hale, of Godey’s Lady’s Book, and Caroline Gilman, of Rose-Bud, who published some of her poems.

Mary’s poetry was extremely well received, and the flood of her writing continued. She published The Northern Harp in 1842, in which she reflected on her past. One poem from the collection, “The Days of My Childhood,” begins

I love to remember the days of my childhood,

Those days when my heart was a stranger to pain;

When I roved with delight through the vine-tangled wild-wood,

Ere sorrow had bound me so fast with its chain.

The bright morning sun every moment grew whiter,

My light youthful heart every moment grew lighter,

As gaily I frolick’d, a stranger to pain ...

The success of these books gave Mary a measure of financial security.

When Mary met Robert Doyne Shindler, an Episcopal priest, in Charleston in 1846, she had apparently resigned herself to living out her life as a widow. But the scholarly, intellectually adventurous priest won her over, theologically and romantically, and they married in May 1848. The Shindlers settled in Upper Marlborough, Maryland, a suburb of Washington, D.C., where he assisted at church services but was not able to secure a church of his own. In 1851, Robert was appointed professor of ancient languages at Shelby College, in Shelbyville, Kentucky. Their only child, Robert Conrad, was born in 1852, when Mary was forty-two. The senior Robert left his professorship, and Mary tried to earn money from her writing. Late in the 1850s, the Shindlers started the Ripley Female Institute in Ripley, Tennessee. The economic hard times brought on by the Civil War forced its closure after three years.

Throughout the war and afterward, work was scarce and even paper was in short supply. Mary continued to write, but she was unable to publish her books, and her poetry began to reflect even more prominently the themes of struggle and survival. She persevered, however, writing, looking for opportunities for herself and her husband, and keeping up their son Bobby’s education. Mary ran into an old friend of Robert’s and hers, Bishop Gregg, who had left South Carolina to become the Episcopal bishop of Texas. The bishop suggested that Robert go to Texas, where there was a job teaching school in San Augustine. After a year at the school, he left for Nacogdoches, where he served as rector of Christ Episcopal Church. His problems persisted, however; he stopped performing his ministerial duties, which in any case carried little or no salary (ministers were expected to do other work), and sank into depression. When Robert’s father passed away and left his son out of his will, claiming that Robert’s share of the family’s wealth had been spent on his education, the disappointment dealt the final blow to his fragile equilibrium. One day in August 1874, Mary came home from town to find her husband dead. All indications were that he had taken his own life, and hers was again turned upside down.

Mary and her son (Bobby, now twenty-two, began to use his given name, Robert) decided to remain in Nacogdoches. Three months after his father’s death, Robert married Anna Mary Taylor, the daughter of Charles and Anna Mary Taylor. According to family records, Anna Mary and Robert lived in Mary Shindler’s home, where Mary and Anna Mary got along well. They gardened together and shared a bond of strong faith.

Mary traveled some and continued to write poetry and hymns. Robert became prominent in his local business, R. C. Shindler Dry Goods, and he and Anna Mary produced six children. Their third child, Anna Mary Shindler Sharp, was my grandmother.

Following a common practice of the period, Mary sometimes set her compositions to music by renowned composers such as Mozart and Rossini, as well as by English and Italian
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