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  Awe


  Look up.


  You are surrounded by hundreds of tons of iron, marble, and tourists.


  You are in the United States Capitol Rotunda, right under the Dome, and there are paintings and rope lines and statues and the bustle of a big government workplace combined with the busy-ness of a big-attraction museum.


  Look up.


  One hundred and eight feet above the Rotunda floor is Constantino Brumidi’s masterpiece fresco, The Apotheosis of Washington, the nineteenth-century Italian classicist’s rendering of George Washington’s journey to the afterlife.


  It was placed there, the very tip-top of the ceiling of the seat of representative democracy, up there high, in the eye of the Capitol Dome, a reminder of the great American experiment—idealistic, grandiose, messy, hard-fought, hard-won to all those underneath, be they members of Congress, staff, lobbyists, visitors, police officers, presidents, or popes.


  It sets the tone for the Capitol—that everything that happens in and around it, we’re all here and part of something much bigger than ourselves.


  Now look around.


  These kinds of reminders are everywhere—that you are in the presence of something significant, as everyone gets to the business of establishing, every day, a more perfect union.
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  A Capitol Visitor Center guide points up in front of John Trumbull’s Declaration of Independence painting in the Rotunda. (Bill Clark)
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  Sen. Dean Heller, R-Nev., walks through the Capitol Rotunda on a busy Tuesday. (Bill Clark)
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  Capitol police officer Adam Taylor checks out Constantino Brumidi’s fresco The Apotheosis of George Washington on the ceiling of the Capitol Dome. (Douglas Graham)


  [image: image]


  The infrastructure securing the inside of the Capitol Dome is a maze of supporting beams and netting. (Douglas Graham)
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  The statue of George Washington stands in the Capitol Rotunda. (Bill Clark)
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  Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., looks down toward the floor of the Rotunda during a tour of the Capitol Dome. (Tom Williams)
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  President Ronald Reagan’s inauguration in 1985 was moved inside the Rotunda because of foul weather outside. (CQ Roll Call)
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  The view of the ceiling of the Rotunda in the Cannon House Office Building, the oldest of the congressional office buildings. (Scott J. Ferrell)
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  Retired Fire Department of New York firefighter Ray Pfeifer, who suffered from cancer after working at Ground Zero after the 9/11 attacks, has a quiet moment in the Cannon Rotunda. (Tom Williams)
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  President Gerald Ford delivers a State of the Union address in the House chamber. (Dev O’Neill)
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  Sen. Mark Kirk, R-Ill., shows former Chicago Bears Coach Mike Ditka the massive Battle of Lake Erie painting by William Henry Powell on the second floor of the Capitol, just steps from the Senate floor. (Bill Clark)
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  Members of Congress and the media gather in the Capitol’s Statuary Hall after President Barack Obama’s State of the Union address. (Tom Williams)
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  Vice President Joe Biden makes a phone call as he leaves the Old Senate Chamber. (Douglas Graham)
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  Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., and his sons Anthony, right, and Dominic make their way to a mock swearing-in ceremony in the Old Senate Chamber. (Tom Williams)
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  The portraits of Sen. Arthur Vandenberg, R-Mich., and Sen. Robert Wagner, D-N.Y., in the ornate Senate Reception Room. (Chris Maddaloni)
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  Tourists gaze up at the chandelier hanging in the Small Senate Rotunda. (Bill Clark)
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  Members of the extended LaTrobe family, descendants of the original Architect of the Capitol, Benjamin LaTrobe, tour the Old Senate Chamber. (Chris Maddaloni)
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  Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev., catches up on his talking points as he walks through the Capitol’s Brumidi Corridor on his way to a news conference. (Bill Clark)
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  Rose Harper, a student from Downers Grove North High School in Illinois, reacts to seeing the Stanley Cup up close in the office of Sen. Richard J. Durbin, D-Ill. The trophy visited the Capitol after the Chicago Blackhawks won the cup. (Al Drago)
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  A woman works on her phone in the Russell Senate Office Building’s rotunda. (Tom Williams)
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  Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., takes a phone call in the Ohio Clock Corridor after the Senate Republicans’ Tuesday luncheon. (Tom Williams)
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  Workers constructing the Capitol Visitor Center can see the Capitol Dome through the CVC’s skylight in the Great Hall. (Scott J. Ferrell)
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  Capitol Police escort Rives Grogan, an antiabortion protester, through the basement of the Capitol after he disrupted Senate proceedings from the visitor gallery. (Chris Maddaloni)
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  Anger


  “I’m as mad as hell, and I’m not going to take this anymore.”


  The time was 1976. The words were from the fictional news anchor Howard Beale, who had lost his marbles after his employer the UBS network tried to fire him and then found out that his unfiltered rage was a ratings boost.


  The movie Network has aged very well.


  Anger is one of the more defining characteristics of politics, be it 1976, 1776, 2016.


  Voters are angry that Congress doesn’t do more to attend to their needs.


  Members of Congress are angry when their legislation is voted down.


  Or when they are excluded from important discussions.


  Or when their integrity is questioned.


  Or when the political process is used to score, well, political points.


  This all happens a lot.


  People get angry.


  And it doesn’t matter if they are presidents, senators, protesters, or representatives.


  There’s a lot to go around.
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  Sen. Richard J. Durbin, D-Ill., pushes back after he and his fellow Democrats were accused of opposing the nomination of William H. Pryor to be a federal judge for alleged anti-Catholic bias. Durbin is Catholic. (Scott J. Ferrell)
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  Rep. Henry Hyde, R-Ill., chairman of the House Judiciary Committee during the impeachment proceedings against President Bill Clinton. (Douglas Graham)
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  Rep. Charles Rangel, D-N.Y., on his way to lodge a complaint that he and his colleagues were being excluded from a conference committee on legislation regarding Medicare. (Douglas Graham)
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  Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., appears with Tina Meins, whose father was killed in the 2015 mass shooting in San Bernardino, Calif., and his colleagues Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., and Ed Markey, D-Mass., to argue for gun control. (Tom Williams)
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  Rep. Louie Gohmert, R-Tex., at a rally across the street from the Capitol at the Supreme Court opposing the 2010 health care law, which was the subject of oral arguments in the King v. Burwell case. (Tom Williams)
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  Sen. Barbara Mikulski, D-Md., appears before her colleagues on the Environment and Public Works Committee to testify on how climate change is affecting the Chesapeake Bay. (Bill Clark)
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  Senate Democrats are none too pleased after failing to advance legislation that would have reworked regulations governing the financial services sector. From left, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., Sen. Mark Warner, D-Va., Senate Banking Chairman Christopher J. Dodd, D-Conn., Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., and Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio. (Scott J. Ferrell)
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  Rep. John Murtha, D-Pa., shakes his finger at Associated Press writer Dan Nephin after the reporter pressed the congressman about the propriety of federal money Murtha directed back home to his district. (Douglas Graham)
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  Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., fools around with his colleagues by making faces through the glass of the Senate television and radio studio for a news conference. (Tom Williams)
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  Distraction


  It’s so easy to be distracted.


  A colleague distracts you by making faces during an otherwise important meeting.


  Someone brings a ridiculous dog into the office.


  Come on! Just try the hula hoop. How hard can it be? So what if you have a suit and tie on?


  And that time the Incredible Hulk came to work? Were you not supposed to put on Hulk hands and pretend to box with him? It’s the Hulk! He doesn’t drop by every day.


  Work can wait just a little bit.


  After all, there are zombies walking across the Capitol. Zombies!


  And what else are you supposed to do when waiting out a fire drill. Isn’t this what makeshift football games are for?


  And do you really want to listen to EVERYTHING Barney Frank is saying when you can share a little secret whisper off to the side?


  Nobody can do what they’re supposed to do all the time, you know.


  Right?


  What was that?


  I said . . .
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  On a visit to the Capitol, Matthew Cronin checks out the fireplace in Statuary Hall as the rest of his family looks at the art and statues. (Tom Williams)
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  Sebastian, a Yorkshire terrier rescue dog adopted by Rep. Michael Grimm, R-N.Y., explores a desk in Grimm’s office in the Cannon House Office Building. (Tom Williams)
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  Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, takes some time out to hula hoop on top of a giant Chutes and Ladders game board outside the Capitol. The National Women’s Law Center and Moms Rising used the props to call attention to education issues. (Bill Clark)


  [image: image]


  Staffers for Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., don masks of their boss on Halloween and close in on him. Hagel was notorious for dressing up on Halloween as a fellow member of Congress and heckling that person in public. (Douglas Graham)
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  Sens. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, right, and Patrick J. Leahy, D-Vt., meet “The Hulk” at an event celebrating the release of the movie of the same name. Stevens was known for wearing an Incredible Hulk tie during tough legislative battles. (Scott J. Ferrell)
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  Rep. Mike McIntyre, D-N.C., and Avi Parida of the U.S. Tennis Association play on a makeshift tennis court in the Rayburn House Office Building. (Tom Williams)
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  Staffers from the office of Sen. Mark Pryor, D-Ark., kill time in Stanton Park waiting for a fire drill in the Senate office buildings to be over. (Tom Williams)
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  Rep. Rahm Emanuel, D-Ill., whispers in the ear of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., during a news conference on legislation Democrats introduced to stabilize the economy during the 2008 fiscal crisis. (Tom Williams)
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  Even senior staffers get ID’d. Doug Heye, a top aide to then–House Majority Leader Eric Cantor, R-Va., is asked for his staff identification in Statuary Hall before President Barack Obama’s 2014 State of the Union address. Fellow staffer Rory Cooper is amused, because Heye didn’t have it on him and had to return to his office in order to move about the Capitol. (Tom Williams)
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  Vigilance


  To keep vigil.


  It’s a state of awareness. Of being on guard. Being alert.


  The word vigil derives from the Latin for being awake.


  One keeps vigil before a situation that might get tense, like the impeachment of a president.


  One keeps vigil after a close call.


  Like on the night of September 11, 2001, when no one knew if the Capitol might have been a target of airplanes looking to fly into buildings, or whether it was still a target.


  It also pays to be vigilant for less dire things, too. Like making sure giant metal sculptures are structurally intact.


  Or that clocks dating from the nineteenth century remain in good working order.


  Or that the people wandering around the Capitol are who they say they are.


  One keeps vigil when the dead lie in state, such as when a riderless horse accompanies the deceased.


  It’s about being careful.


  It’s about being mindful and watchful.
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  The Architect of the Capitol bars entrance to the stairway that leads to the very top of the Capitol Dome. The sign begs the question, though: Why have a stairway that no one is allowed to be on? (Douglas Graham)
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  An artist with the Architect of the Capitol helps restore a portion of the Brumidi Corridors, named after the artist Constantino Brumidi, in the Capitol Reception Area. (Douglas Graham)
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  Senate museum specialist Richard Doerner moves the arms of the Ohio Clock to the correct time before winding the historic timepiece in the Capitol on October 17, 2013. The clock had been stuck at 12:14 during a government shutdown, because no staff had been available to wind it. (Bill Clark)
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  The clouds of Alexander Calder’s Mountains and Clouds sculpture in the Hart Senate Office Building’s nine-story atrium undergo structural analysis by the Architect of the Capitol. (Bill Clark)
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  Capitol Police keep vigil on the House steps on the East Front of the Capitol on September 11, 2001, just hours after the 9/11 terrorist attacks. (Scott J. Ferrell)
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  Rep. James Clyburn, D-S.C., bites into a toy bone, which was a gift from McGruff the Crime Dog and Alfonso Lenhardt, president and CEO of the National Crime Prevention Council, during a visit to Capitol Hill. McGruff’s trademark line is “Take a bite out of crime,” which Clyburn is making a nod to. (Tom Williams)
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  A member of the Old Guard leads the riderless horse, with President Ronald Reagan’s riding boots turned backwards in the stirrups, as Reagan’s body arrives at the Capitol to lie in state. The riderless horse is a longstanding tradition for funeral processions. (Scott J. Ferrell)
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  Terrance W. Gainer, the Senate sergeant at arms, looks down on the Cannon House Office Building rotunda as people sign well wishes for Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, D-Ariz., after she was shot and injured by a would-be assassin. The sergeant at arms is the chamber’s top law enforcement official. Gainer was also formerly the chief of Capitol Police. (Bill Clark)
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  Crowds wait in line for a
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