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CONGO AND WILL

"Happy birthday to you. Happy birthday to
you. Happy birthday dear Will, happy birthday to you." Everyone is
singing happy birthday to Will. It is Will's birthday party and he
is 10 years old. His mother surprises him with a special gift. She
gives him a Congo African Grey Parrot! He is so excited and gives
his mother a huge bear hug. He names his parrot Congo. Congo is
very tame and has been hand raised by a breeder in Oklahoma. His
mother had the bird flown in from Oklahoma.

Congo and Will live in Africa. His mother
works in Africa helping the people of Africa to get fresh clean
water. Sometimes his mother will take him to work with her, and he
gets to visit some of the local tribes in Africa. Africa is very
different from The United States where they used to live. Will and
his mother are from Oklahoma. Will always brings Congo with him
when he goes to visit the tribes. The tribes have never seen a
parrot that is tame before. They don't know what to think about
Congo sitting on his shoulder. All the children want to hold Congo
and pet him. Congo loves all the attention from the children. He
also talks to the children, and they all start laughing. Congo gets
very excited when he is around the children.

Will always takes pictures of the children
and Congo together. One of the children gave him a necklace made
out of shark's teeth. He loves his necklace. He gave the child a
bunch of Congo's colorful feathers that he had been keeping. The
children love feathers and make things out of them all the
time.

Will has started a scrapbook of Africa. He
tells his mother that he wants to go on an African safari so he can
take pictures of the lions, zebras, elephants, and other wild
animals in Africa. His mother promises him that she will take him
on a safari soon.

Some of the children and adults from the
tribe are getting ready to go down to the river. Will asks his
mother if he can go with them. Since there are adults with the
children, she lets him go to the river with them. All of the adults
carry spears with them. When Will gets to the river, he looks
across the river and sees a jaguar! A jaguar is a huge cat that is
a type of panther. They are tan with black spots and are just
beautiful. The jaguar is at the edge of the river and watching
something in the water. Suddenly, the jaguar dives into the river
and within minutes he comes up with a crocodile in his mouth! Will
could not believe his eyes! He started taking pictures of the
jaguar and the crocodile. The crocodile was fighting for his life,
but the jaguar won. The jaguar dragged the crocodile up the
riverbank with his powerful jaws. What an amazing thing to witness!
He had never seen anything so exciting in his entire life.

Africa was such a wild adventure for Will. He
loved living in Africa. He loved all the animals and birds. There
were so many different kinds of colorful birds in Africa. He began
taking pictures of all of the birds for his scrapbook of
Africa.

Will's mother took him on a safari one
afternoon as she had promised him. He had the time of his life. He
saw so many wild animals and loved every minute of the safari. He
didn't want the safari to end. He took photographs of a huge hippo
in the river, an elephant with her baby elephant, six zebras and a
huge lion. He got to witness the lion chasing a zebra! He saw a
group of vultures gathered all around and eating something. They
also saw a bunch of Cape Buffalo, African Rhino, hyena and giraffe.
They saw a cheetah zip past them running super fast after an
antelope. Then they disappeared into the bushes. They looked up
into a tree and saw a beautiful leopard resting in the tree! They
got to see a pretty red fox that was watching them closely on top
of some large rocks.

While Will was visiting with some of the
children of a local tribe, a woman from the tribe came running out
and screaming something over and over. Then he realized she was
screaming, "Mamba! Mamba!" One of the men from the tribe grabbed
his spear and went after the Black Mamba. The Black Mamba is a huge
poisonous snake of Africa and is one of the most dangerous snakes
in Africa. Everyone in Africa fears the Black Mamba. The man killed
the Black Mamba with his spear before it bit anyone. All of the
tribe members began to cheer for him. Will watched them as they
cleaned the snake and cooked him over an open fire. Then everyone
ate the snake. They handed him a bite to taste it. He ate the piece
of snake and he thought it was very good. Now he can say that he
has eaten snake. He thought it tasted like chicken.

The Puff Adder is Africa's deadliest snake.
The Puff Adder has killed more people than any other snake. The
Puff Adder has large fangs and its venom is powerful enough to kill
a grown man with just one single bite!

The Great White Shark has bitten many of the
men from the tribes while they were out diving for fish. They take
their canoes out to the deep water and then they dive down with
their spears to get fish. The Great White Shark has killed many
people over the years. One tribe member told a story about how he
was almost swallowed whole by a Great White Shark!

Will loves to watch the women of the tribes.
They weave baskets and also make jewelry out of beads. One of the
women handed him a basket and a bracelet made out of black beads.
The next day, he brought her a gift. His mother gave him a pretty
scarf to give to her. She wrapped the scarf around her head. She
loved it.

Will's mother surprises him with a tour
through a tropical African rainforest called the Congo Basin
Rainforest in central Africa. This was so exciting for him. He saw
all different kinds of monkeys in the trees. He saw several
different kinds of colorful snakes. Will saw a group of gorillas in
the wild! He was able to see crocodiles swimming in the river. One
very large crocodile was on the riverbank soaking up the sunshine.
He opened up his large jaws and Will saw all of the crocodile's
huge teeth! That was really something! Will saw so many different
kinds of colorful birds too. The rainforest was alive with so many
sounds from all of the different birds and monkeys.

Their tour bus got stuck in the mud. While
they were stuck, a leopard started sniffing all around the bus.
Everyone closed the windows on the bus. Then the leopard jumped on
top of the tour bus! The leopard was looking directly at everyone
through the front window of the bus. Everyone started screaming!
The bus driver had a radio, and he called for help. Another tour
bus had to come and rescue them. He loved his adventure and told
his mother he wanted to visit the rainforest again sometime. Even
though they had a scare on the tour bus, they had an amazing
adventure that day.

The tour guide told everyone that the forest
elephants in the Congo rainforest are disappearing at an alarming
rate from illegal ivory trade. He told them that people are hunting
the forest elephants and killing them for their ivory tusks, which
they sell. He said this has to be stopped or there will be no
elephants left in the rainforest!

The tour guide also told them that the
rainforest itself is slowly disappearing too. Logging companies and
mining companies are destroying the rainforest. The rainforest is
home to thousands of people, animals, birds, reptiles and
insects.

After Will went on the tour of the Congo
rainforest, he knew what he wanted to do for a living when he got
old enough. He told his mother that he wanted to stay in Africa. He
said that he wanted to work to help save the animals and the
rainforest. His mother was very pleased to hear him say that. She
knew that she had taught him well.

Humans have never seen many parts of the
Congo Basin Rainforest because the forest is so thick. The Congo
River runs through the Congo Basin Rainforest. The Congo River is
the deepest river in the world! It rains all the time in the
rainforest. It rains over 58 inches a year! The Congo rainforest is
the second largest rainforest in the world! There are a bunch of
swamps in the rainforest.
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