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Introduction, part one – Why I wrote this book …

One of the things I enjoy is writing a poem onto a postcard, adding a name and address, sticking a stamp on it, and then dropping the postcard in the bright red pillar-box that’s over the road.

Why do I like doing this? I like it because so much of the post we receive these days is either boring, or is just another pizza flyer.

It is a special thing to receive something handwritten, something that is unique to your doormat that morning, that was made for you.

My dad was a postman, and I was postman for a very brief time too, once, long, long ago, and I know that delivering the handwritten letters and postcards, the things that carried a little bit of human heart with them, was one of the things that made it such a good job.

And so I write poems on postcards, (a) because I know they will be a little bit special for the people receiving them to receive, and (b) because I know that the poems will also be read by the posties who carry them to your doors, and if I can cheer up cold mornings on their rounds with funny poems, then I feel I’ve done something good for the world.

[image: An illustration of two postage stamps, one marked 355 with wavy cancellation lines and one with a portrait profile.]
This means I have made myself a big store of short and very short poems that fit in that little bit of empty space on the left-hand side of a small rectangle of cardboard. And here they are.

(Another reason to like short poems is that they are short and are therefore either (a) easy to remember, if you like them, or (b) easily avoided if you don’t. They don’t overstay their welcome, unlike some poems, which go on and on and on and on for pages and pages and pages …)

I encourage anyone and everyone to send poems or pictures on postcards, because this world could do with more art flying around it, unexpectedly, in all directions, for no reason at all.

AFH, 2025, just after breakfast




Introduction, part two – How to use this book …

When I get a poetry book I like to open it up at a random page and just read a poem, not knowing what I’m going to be getting. Then I can flick to another page and find another random poem completely different to the first one, or maybe a bit similar, or, if I’m really bad at flicking, exactly the same poem. Some people, however like a bit more order in their poetry books.

I’ve arranged the poems so that they get smaller as the book goes on. That way if you want a really quick poem, dip in near the back … or if you’ve got a bit more time, take the plunge right up near the front. (The longest poems are only 60 words long, so even then you’ll have time to catch the bus afterwards without needing to run.)

The poems are about all sorts of things, and although a lot of them are funny, some are reflecting on nature or time or life, and some are just a bit odd. And they’re all sort of mixed up together, like kittens in a washing machine, except not as wet or dangerous.

[image: An illustration of two postage stamps, one marked 334 with wavy cancellation lines and one showing a cartoon character.]
But, just in case you wanted to find a poem on a specific theme or topic, I’ve made you the following ‘Thematic Contents Index List Thingie’, with page numbers. If you want a poem about someone called ‘Susan’, just look in the ‘Animals (people)’ section, trail your finger along until you reach ‘Susan’ (just after ‘Sisters’ and before ‘Teachers’), read the page number (‘142’), go find the page and read the poem, and ‘Hey presto’ words alive, you’ve found a poem that mentions ‘Susan’ (which is the name of my cat (but the poem isn’t about my cat, it’s about a different Susan, because there’s more than one Susan in this world, as you probably already knew, because you’re smart and possibly called Susan yourself)).

Have fun reading, whether you random dip or purposely plunge …

AFH, 2025, just before tea




Thematic Contents Index List Thingie

Animals (birds)

Albatrosses – here; Birds in general – here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here; Canaries – here; Chickens – here, here; Ducklings – here; Flamingos – here; Geese – here; Herons – here; Penguins – here, here; Pigeons – here; Ramírez – here; Robins – here, here, here; Seagulls – here, here; Sparrows – here; Vultures – here; Wrens – here.

Animals (not birds (except snakes))

Anchovies – here; Ants – here; Armadillos – here; Badgers – here; Barnacles – here; Bats – here; Bees – here, here, here, here, here; Butterflies – here, here; Camels – here, here; Cats – here, here, here, here, here, here, here; Centipede – here; Cheetah – here; Cows – here, here; Crabs – here; Crocodile – here; Dogs – here, here, here, here, here; Dolphin – here; Dragonflies – here; Fish – here, here, here; Fleas – here, here; Flies, various types – here; Giraffes – here, here; Goats – here, here; Headlice – here; Hedgehogs – here, here, here, here; Horses – here; Ladybirds – here; Lambs – here; Limpets – here; Monkeys – here; Mooses – here; Octopuses – here; Pigs – here; Plankton – here; Rabbits – here, here, here, here; Rhinoceroses – here; Sheep – here; Sloths – here; Slugs – here, here; Spiders – here; Squirrels – here, here, here, here, here; Stoats – here; Tigers – here, here, here, here; Wasps – here, here, here; Whales – here, here; Wolves – here, here, here, here, here; Worms – here, here.

Animals (people)

Babies – here, here; Bank Managers – here; Bill – here; Boxers – here; Bridget – here; Brothers – here, here; Charles – here; Charlie – here; Clowns – here; Dave – here, here; Dentists – here; Ethel – here; Frances – here; Gaston – here; Graham – here; Grandparents – here, here, here; Mrs Hosannah – here; Jenny – here; Librarians – here; Martin – here; Mary – here; Mo Finklestein – here; Monks – here; Morris – here; Mr Potts – here; Mrs Potts – here; Nancy – here; Parents – here, here, here, here, here, here, here; Peter – here; Phyllis – here; Pirates – here, here; Postal Workers – here; Richard – here; Simon – here, here; Sisters – here; Surprises – here; Susan – here; Teachers – here, here, here, here; Vegetarians – here; Wanda – here; William Blake – here; Witches – here; Zedric – here.

Animals (snakes)

Snakes – here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here.

Animals (things that are like people, but different)

Ghosts – here, here, here; Medusa – here; Mermaids – here; Snowmen – here, here, here; Trolls – here; Unicorns – here; Vampires – here; Werewolves – here.

Bodies and Body Parts

Beards – here; Bones – here; Bottoms – here, here; Brains – here, here; Feet – here, here; Internal Organs – here; Knees – here; Noses – here, here, here; Rashes – here; Scabs – here; Skeletons – here; Skin – here; Teeth – here, here; Toes – here, here, here.

Food

Apples – here, here, here; Berries – here; Biscuits – here; Bread – here, here; Brussels sprouts – here, here; Burgers – here; Butter – here; Cake – here, here; Carrots – here, here, here, here, here; Cheese – here; Chips – here; Chocolate – here; Chowder – here; Coconuts – here, here; Crisps – here, here; Custard – here; Dog Food – here; Doughnuts – here, here, here, here, here; Eggs – here, here; Fish Fingers – here; Grapes – here; Gravy – here, here; Ham – here; Honey – here, here; Humbugs – here; Ice Cream – here; Jam – here; Kebab – here; Kippers – here; Lettuce – here; Macaroni – here; Marmite – here; Mash – here; Mayonnaise – here; Milk – here, here; Pancakes – here; Peanuts – here; Picnics – here, here, here; Pies – here, here; Potatoes – here; Prawn Crackers – here; Pumpkins – here; Raisins – here; Ratatouille – here; Rolls – here, here; Sandwiches – here; Sausages – here, here; Souffle – here; Soup – here; Spuds – here; Sticky rice – here; Strawberries – here; Tea – here; Toast – here, here; Toffees – here; Yorkshire Pudding – here.

Nature and Outdoors Things

Clouds – here, here, here, here, here, here; Cobwebs – here; Flowers – here, here, here, here; the Moon – here, here, here, here; Mud – here; Nettles – here; Rainbows – here; Rivers – here, here; Rocks – here; the Sky – here, here, here, here, here; Stars – here; Stone – here; Trees – here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here; Volcanos – here.

[image: An illustration of three postage stamps featuring whimsical animal.]
Places You Might Go

Antarctica – here; Airport – here; Circus – here; Countryside – here; Desert – here; Hospital – here; Kitchen – here; Mallorca – here; School – here, here, here, here, here; the Seaside – here, here, here, here.

Seasons and Weather

Autumn – here, here, here, here; February – here; Fog – here; Rain – here, here, here, here; Snow – here, here, here, here, here; Spring – here, here, here, here; Summer – here, here; Thunder – here; Winter – here, here, here, here, here.

Special Days

Bathtime – here, here, here; Birthdays – here, here, here; Christmas – here; Halloween – here; Surprises – here.

Stuff

Asthma – here; Athletics – here; Ballet – here; Cannibalism – here; Cuddling – here, here, here; Dancing – here; Drawing – here; Dreams – here, here, here, here; Fruity Smells – here; History – here, here; Juggling – here; Laughter – here; Mathematics – here; Memory – here, here; Music – here; Oblongs – here; Pacifism – here; Questions – here; Reading – here, here; Royalty – here; Running – here; Silence – here, here; Sport – here, here, here; Squares – here; Surprises – here; Washing Up – here.

Things (not vehicles)

Advent Calendar – here; Beds – here; Blue Things – here; Books – here, here, here, here, here; Boring Things – here; Bricks – here, here, here; Bubble Bath – here, here; Cars – here; Clothes, misc. – here; Colanders – here; Curtains – here; Eggs – here; Fireworks – here, here; Footballs – here; Furniture – here, here; Glasses – here, here; Gloves – here, here; Jokes – here; Kettles – here; Lamp-posts – here; Lies – 729; Mirrors – here, here, here, here; Muck – here; Mud – here; Paper – here, here; Pianos – here; Quilts – here; Sand – here; Sneezes – here; Soap – here; Socks – here, here; Spoons – here, here; Sticks – here, here; Trousers – here, here, here; Umbrellas – here; Watering Cans – here; Wellies – here; Words – here, here, here, here.

Vehicles

Aeroplanes – here, here; Bikes – here; Buses – here, here; Helicopters – here; Hot Air Balloons – here; Trains – here, here, here; Trousers – here, here, here; Zeppelins – here.
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