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Judgement

Ali Noel Vyain


Judgement

Once again, Alice was alone in the tarot reading room. She spread the remaining cards in the special deck on the shelf. She picked a card and straightened the deck. She left the room and was on the stairs as she heard her aunt leading a client into the same room.

Alice kept walking up the stairs and into her room as she listened to the music Eliot played in the greenhouse. She sat down at her desk and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She set the three different versions of the Judgement card side by side. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen.

She took her notes and lost track of time. She knew she didn’t have anything to worry about because she and her roommates would do their work. They were still a good team and had happy clients to look forward to.

When Madeline started cooking in the kitchen, Alice blinked and set her pen down. She stood up and left her room to walk down the stairs and into the kitchen. She waited until her aunt was ready to hear about the card of the day.

The music stopped and moments later, Eliot came into the kitchen. He set the table and waited. He kissed Alice on her cheek. She smiled.

Madeline smiled over her cooking. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Judgement.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is confessing all sins, accounting for deeds and thoughts, warning of someone’s unfair advantage, outcome of a conflict, consideration of actions, surprise, news, the unexpected, love at first sight, change, judgement, air travel, technology, victory, a final decision, wake up call, your life’s purpose or clarity.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is blindness to the world, delay, disappointment, divorce, procrastination, theft, lost affection, or morbid thoughts.”

Madeline nodded, “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate together.

Eliot said, “I wonder if we will get any news today from Mrs. Flowers and company.”

Madeline gasped. “We didn’t tell them about your marriage.”

Alice said, “No, we didn’t. I didn’t think about it. I knew my mother wouldn’t approve and she can’t make decisions like that for me.”

Madeline nodded. “That’s the spirit, Alice. It was your decision.”

They continued their meal in silence. When Madeline was done eating, she left the kitchen to deal with more tarot clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen.

Then they walked to the greenhouse to see orders clearly displayed on the big screen. He turned on music. She got right to crafting more toiletry items. He set up boxes with labels. He packed up his part of the orders and then made notes of which plants they would need for their back stock. He grabbed his tools and went in search of the plants.

She finished crafting the toiletries and packed them up in their respective boxes. She was sealing up the boxes when the delivery person arrived to accept them with a smile.

“Wow, you and your partner do a good steady business. It’s good to see that when so many fail quite quickly.”

Alice smiled. “I know. We are quite grateful for the orders and the happy clients.”

The delivery person nodded and loaded their vehicle. Other clients came and went and Alice dealt with them all. Then she checked over what was needed in the back stock and got to work on that part.

Eliot came back and processed the plant material for the back stock. Soon they were finished and cleaning the greenhouse. Madeline walked in to get some items for her tarot clients.

The elder elf smiled at the young elves. “So, you’re done with orders for the day?”

Both young elves nodded and smiled.

“Good. You might have tarot clients today, Alice.”

Alice said, “I know when I checked the schedule yesterday, I saw some for me.”

Madeline smiled. “Good. I thought that might help with the planning for you and the clients both.” She walked back to the tarot reading room.

Klio and Klia made their rounds around the house and then walked into the greenhouse. They jumped up to their favorite perched and looked out the windows. The neighborhood cats came by and they chatted.

Alice checked the tarot schedule. She checked the times too to make sure she wouldn’t miss her clients.

“MEOW! HISS!”

Alice and Eliot blinked and looked up at the cats.

He asked, “What’s wrong?”

She answered, “Oh, look who’s coming now.”

They gaped at Adrian and Heath who were walking towards the greenhouse. Mrs. Flowers was behind them with a walker. Madeline walked out the front door with a client. She stopped and stared at the trio who were on her lawn. The client quickly left.

Adrian said, “Alice, how could you hurt your mom by marrying someone she doesn’t approve of?”

Alice frowned. “Are you serious? It’s not her decision. It’s mine.”

Adrian scoffed. “Alice, you need to annul the marriage immediately and marry Heath. He’s more suitable as mom and I agree.”

Eliot frowned. “She’s perfectly capable of making her own decisions. Why can’t you accept that?”

Adrian said, “How dare you take my sister away!”

Eliot said, “I didn’t take her away. She came of her own free will.”

Mrs. Flowers finally caught up with everyone. “Alice, how could you hurt me like this? You didn’t even tell me. I wanted to share in your vows.”

Alice shook her head. “You don’t control me. You don’t own me. What I do is none of your business.”

Mrs. Flowers cried. “How dare you talk to me like that! I’m your mother and I love you. I just want what is best for you. I know Heath is a much better match for you than that boy you married. Why can’t you just divorce him and marry Heath?”

Alice fumed. “No. I will not divorce my husband. We love each other. He’s better for me than Heath could ever be.”

A small spaceship landed nearby and out came Zane. He walked over to the group. “Mrs. Flowers, Adrian and Heath.” He stared at them. “What do you think you’re doing now?”

Adrian yelled, “This is none of your business! Get out of here!”

Zane stared at the insolent elf. “It is my business. Heath is a convicted felon who doesn’t care how he treats women. You and your mother insisting Alice marry him is a bad thing because she will probably die by his hand. That and she loves her husband. No one should be forced to get married. Marriage is a commitment and a choice. She has a right to ask anyone for advice, but you do not have the right to make the decision for her who she marries.”

Madeline smiled as she continued to stare at the invaders.

Heath growled. “Alice is mine and we love each other!”

Zane raised an eyebrow. “Careful, Heath, you’re in danger of turning into a wolf.”

Heath growled and tried to lash out at Zane. Heath shapeshifted into a wolf and Zane blocked him. Mrs. Flowers and Adrian screamed. Madeline stepped back slowly. Alice and Eliot blinked and ran out of the greenhouse and towards Madeline.

Mrs. Flowers continued to scream as Zane transformed into a wolf. The wolves fought for a bit and then it was over just as soon as the fight had begun. Both transformed back into their humanoid forms.

Zane tied up Heath. “Mrs. Flowers and Adrian, were you aware Heath is a werewolf?”

Both Mrs. Flowers and Adrian were quite pale. They didn’t answer as they were both shaking.

Zane said, “I see you didn’t know or else didn’t care. Not only is a werewolf, he’s a rather dangerous one. This is who you would choose for Alice to marry. I think you’re both out of line. You need to leave the property now and stay away from Alice, Eliot and Madeline. Clearly, all you know how to do is fight against your own family. It’s disgraceful.”

Alice and Eliot held onto Madeline. She felt comforted by the young elves.

The elder elf said, “Sister and nephew, I am not surprised you tried to break up Alice’s marriage and ruin her happiness. I’m glad you failed. You don’t deserve to have her in your lives. You’ve made it clear that you don’t care about her, what she needs or what she wants. It’s all about you and what you want that is more important to you than she is. I don’t want to have anything more to do with either one of you.”

Zane said, “Well said, Madeline. I don’t blame you for saying any of it. Both Adrian and Mrs. Flowers don’t deserve family if they don’t consider their needs or wants and just focus on their own. It’s time for Mrs. Flowers and Adrian to leave.”

Adrian helped his mother back to his car as Zane dragged Heath to the spaceship. Everyone left the elf trio alone. Klio and Klia ventured out onto the lawn to check on their elves.

“Meow?”

Madeline sighed. “Klio and Klia, I think we’ll be alright now. Please go back inside. We don’t want you to get lost.”

The cats walked back to the greenhouse and jumped up on their favorite perch. Alice and Eliot let go of Madeline. The elder elf went back inside the house and closed the front door behind her. The young elves walked back to the greenhouse and closed the door behind them. They petted the cats to help themselves calm down.
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