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​Introduction

Paul instructed Timothy to rightly
divide the Word of Truth. In order to do this as believers we
should follow this example and become students of the Bible. The
Biblical Studies Series was developed to aid believers in the study
of the various scriptures and foundational doctrines.

In this publication:

Story telling is an age-old tradition
used to teach lessons. Stories are sometimes referred to as myths,
fables, riddles, epics, and the like. In both Jewish and Christian
tradition, when individuals wanted to explain a spiritual truth,
they used stories known as parables.

During His earthly ministry, Jesus
primarily used parables to instruct His listeners. In fulfillment
of Old Testament prophecy, He taught the people truths concerning
the Kingdom of God.

In this study, we will examine the
three parables of the hidden treasure, the pearl of great price,
and the unmerciful servant. The first two parables describe the
value of the kingdom of God (Matthew 13:44-46).

When we come to know Christ, nothing in
this life compares to Him. Our relationship with Him has to take
precedence over everything else. Learn of the worth of salvation
and the kingdom of heaven. It is a hidden treasure and pearl of
great price.

The third parable describes the parable
of the unmerciful servant. This parable expresses the
responsibility of the believer to forgive (Matthew 18:21-35). When
Peter asked Christ about forgiveness, He responded to him with this
parable.

Within this story, we see the unlimited
forgiveness of God. In addition, we discover the responsibility of
His servants to be like Him. Let us learn to forgive others as God,
for Christ’s sake, forgave us. As we learn from these parables, we
will stay on the path to true discipleship.

​-Study 1-The Hidden Treasure and Pearl of Great
Price

(Lessons of the Value of the
Kingdom)

​-Lesson 1- What Do You Value?

What do you value most in this life? Is
it your family? Your job? Your social status? Your possessions?
Your ministry? Whatever is valuable to you, you will protect it and
work to keep it.

As Christians, we have to ask ourselves
about the value of our relationship with Christ. Do we really value
the work of Christ on the cross and our place in His
Kingdom?

The Value of the
Kingdom

If the kingdom of God is not the most
valuable possession in our lives, we will not live as we should as
Christians.

For where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also. (Matthew 6:21)

If the things of this life are most
valuable to us, then our attention will be on earthly things.
However, if the kingdom the most valuable possession or treasure we
have, our attention will be upon Christ and His kingdom.

Again, what do you value in this life?
As Christians, we know what to say. With our mouths we speak of how
Christ is the best thing in our lives and that He is our
everything.

Yet, daily we pursue earthly materials
and pleasures above seeking His face and His will for our lives. Is
the kingdom of God through Christ valuable to us? Do we really
recognize the worth of the kingdom of God?

Jesus’ Teaching

While teaching the multitudes, Jesus
used a series of parables in Matthew 13. The parables were designed
to bring those who heard them into an understanding of different
aspects of the kingdom. In the middle of His parables, He used two
parables to describe the value or worth of the kingdom of
God.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he
hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and
buyeth that field. (Matthew 13:44)

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had found
one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought
it. (Matthew 13:45-46)

These two parables taught the intrinsic
value of the kingdom of God. As they are examined, we pray the
believer’s appreciation of the kingdom grows.

​-Lesson 2- The Value of the Hidden Treasure

After speaking of the coming of the Son
of man and the judgment of the kingdom of God, Jesus begins to
teach on the value of the kingdom.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he
hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and
buyeth that field. (Matthew 13:44)

He likens the kingdom of heaven unto a
hidden treasure in a field. A man finds it, hides it, sells all,
and buys the field. Though the parable is only one verse, it
contains many elements that teach us about the worth of the
kingdom.

The key elements (or words) in this
parable are kingdom of heaven, treasure, hid, field, found, hideth,
joy, selleth, and buyeth. As we examine each element, the worth of
the kingdom and our response as partakers of it will be
established.

Kingdom of Heaven

To begin most of His parables, Jesus
used the phrases ‘kingdom of heaven’ or ‘kingdom of God’ to
introduce the subject of the parable. His use of this is not
coincidental. It is deliberate. Without question, He is
establishing how the kingdom of God operates. He wants the
listeners to understand that He is not speaking of earthly things,
but of spiritual things. The parable begins with Jesus comparing
the kingdom of heaven to a hidden treasure.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
unto treasure… (Matthew 13:44a)

Therefore, every reference in the
parable to the treasure should be noted as a representation of the
kingdom of heaven.

Treasure Hid in
Field

Having established that the kingdom of
heaven is like a hidden treasure, Jesus continues to describe the
location of this treasure. He places this treasure as hidden in the
field as opposed to any other physical location. From this, we
discover some biblical truths concerning the kingdom of
heaven.

Field – The use of field is not a
coincidence. The field represents the earth and things of the
earth. When God wanted to bring men into the kingdom, He sent
Christ in the flesh, which is made up of earth.

Though Christ was visible to all,
everyone did not perceive the treasure that was within him. The
gift of God (treasure) within Him was in fact hidden.

He was in the world, and the world was
made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and
his own received him not. (John 1:10-11)

John states that He was in the world,
but the world did not know Him. The Jews expected Him to come in
other ways and do certain things, so the treasure of their
redemption (the kingdom) was there but hidden.

But we preach Christ crucified, unto
the Jews a stumbling block, and u the Greeks foolishness. (I
Corinthians 1:23)

Jesus describes the treasure as hidden
in the field. This means that it was not readily seen though it
existed. The kingdom of heaven is all around, but many walk over it
as they would treasure buried in a field. Jesus was trying to bring
the hearers to understand that the kingdom was there, they only had
to go beyond what they saw.

The field is a representation of
Christ’s physical form, but it also describes the heart of man. The
scriptures declare that men are without excuse because God hath
shown them who He is.

Because that which may be known of God
is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the
invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse. (Romans
1:19-20)

Through creation, the Lord reveals His
glory. However, as the treasure is hidden in the field, man hides
the knowledge of God through unrighteousness.

For the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold
the truth in unrighteousness. (Romans 1:18)

The above verse states that men hold
(which means to suppress) the knowledge of God. Thus, the knowledge
of the kingdom is within man’s reach, but because of sin and
fleshly desires, it becomes a hidden treasure waiting to be
discovered.

Found &
Hideth

In the parable, after the man found the
hidden treasure, he hides it.

…the which when a man hath found, he
hideth. (Matthew 13:44b)

This part of the parable introduces us
to the response we must have after receiving Christ and His
kingdom. The man hid the discovered treasure. David echoes this
sentiment in the Psalms,

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that
I might not sin against thee. (Psalm 119:11)

In order to enter into the kingdom, one
has to believe on the name of Jesus. Moreover, the scriptures
declare that Jesus is the Word.

In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1)

Thus, as the man hid the treasure, we
have to keep Jesus and His commands in our hearts. He and His word
have to be hidden in the depths of our being.

When we understand the worth of the
kingdom of God, we will not let sin, unrighteousness, and the world
steal the seed of the word of God from us, which is
Christ.

The man in the parable understood the
value of the hidden treasure; the Christian also has to understand
the value of the treasure of the kingdom.

For Joy Selleth and
Buyeth

The man in the parable not only
responded by hiding the treasure, but he was full of gratitude and
joy. Because of his joy, he sold all that he had and bought the
field which contained the treasure.

…and for joy thereof goeth and selleth
all that he hath, and buyeth tha field. (Matthew 13:44c)

As recipients of God’s salvation, the
Christian should be willing to sell all that he has in order to
gain Christ. This demonstrates that he understands the value of the
kingdom. The Christian ‘sells all’ by becoming willing to give
anything up in order to serve the Lord. Paul expresses this same
sentiment in his letters to the Philippians.

But what things were gain to me, those
I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count
them but dung, that I may win Christ. (Philippians
3:7-8)

Because of the excellency (richness or
greatness) of Christ, Paul claims that all else is nothing more
than waste.

When we understand the worth of the
kingdom, our outlook on what is valuable and important changes.
Everything in this life should pale in comparison to Christ and the
kingdom of God.

​-Lesson 3- The Value of the Pearl of Great Price

After the parable of the hidden
treasure, Jesus emphasized its message by telling another parable.
Instead of speaking of an unknown treasure, He used a specific item
of value. He called it the pearl of great price.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had found
one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought
it. (Matthew 13:45-46)

As with the first parable, there are
key terms and elements that have to be explored. In doing so, we
can understand Jesus’ message.

The key terms are kingdom of heaven,
merchant man seeking goodly pearls, found one pearl of great price,
sold all and bought. As we explore each of these, Jesus’ message of
the worth of the kingdom is clearly seen.

Kingdom of Heaven

As with the first parable, Jesus
identifies the kingdom of heaven as the subject of the parable. It
is understood that anytime when Jesus spoke of the kingdom of
heaven, He spoke of God’s rule, reign, and Sovereignty. It points



























​-Lesson 4- The Value of the Kingdom of God
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