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To those who still tremble at the Word of God:

May you never downplay his wrath,

forget his justice,

or lose sight of the urgency of his return.

Stand firm. Speak boldly. The Lamb is coming.








  
  Abstract


Tribulation as Wrath offers a focused examination of the theme of divine wrath in the book of Revelation, arguing that the entire Tribulation, beginning with the seal judgments, is an expression of God’s wrath. In doing so, it challenges the central assumptions of prewrath and midtribulational rapture views, which attempt to delay divine wrath to later judgments. Through close exegetical analysis of key texts (including Revelation 6, 14, and 15–16), the book contends that Scripture presents God’s wrath as present from the outset, not merely culminating in the bowl judgments. While remaining pastorally sensitive and open to refinement, the book defends a modified pretribulational framework and calls the church to take seriously the implications of divine judgment. Evangelistic urgency, personal holiness, and doctrinal clarity are not secondary concerns, they are necessary responses to a vision of God’s wrath that is both imminent and righteous. This work serves as a foundational piece in a broader eschatological project and is intended for scholars, pastors, and serious readers seeking a biblically grounded, theologically responsible understanding of end-times judgment. 






  
  Preface


The book you are reading is the result of scholarly research presented in a format accessible to the general public. Normally, a work like this would not be published in this form. It would almost certainly appear as a journal article—technically accessible, but realistically out of reach for most Christians. This is simply because very few Christians who haven’t attended Bible college read academic journal articles in their pursuit of God. However, many do read books. 
Even pastors often find it difficult to engage with journal articles regularly, though they may have a large collection of books. Presenting research in book form, similar in depth and length to a journal article, means it can potentially reach a much broader audience. That is why virtually all of my journal-length writings are, or will be, published as short books. My goal is to provide solid academic research without requiring readers to locate or gain access to academic journals.
Additionally, I hope more authors and scholars will join me in this endeavor. Independent publishing offers many benefits and only a few significant drawbacks, namely, the lack of peer review and brand recognition. Authors who are not yet widely known often depend on the credibility of the publisher’s name. Peer review, for its part, plays an important role in academic publishing, acting as a gatekeeper to prevent poor scholarship from reaching publication. Where possible, I welcome peer-reviewed engagement with these ideas in journal articles, responses, and academic dialogue.
However, peer review does not guarantee high-quality work, just as the absence of peer review does not necessarily imply poor quality. In many ways, true peer review begins after publication, when the broader academic community has the opportunity to evaluate and respond to the work. In this model, peer engagement happens post-publication, as scholars interact with the material in print, online forums, public reviews, and future publications.
While still largely untested, this publishing model shows promise as an alternative method of making academic research accessible. The majority of scholars continue to view independent publishing as significantly inferior to peer-reviewed articles or works released by traditional academic presses.

The following note expands on the mission behind Lamad Press and my broader goals as an independent scholar-publisher.


Theological Publishing with Purpose

L. J. Anderson is pioneering a new approach to theological scholarship, one that is academically rigorous, biblically faithful, and institutionally independent.
Through Lamad Press, he is constructing a publishing model that restores Scripture as the primary authority in theological method while engaging seriously with the philosophical and historical challenges of Christian doctrine. His work seeks not merely to critique existing systems but to build constructive theological models that speak to the most enduring tensions in Christian thought.
At the heart of this mission is Anderson’s development of Structural Theism, a theological framework that accounts for the internal identity of God by emphasizing divine structure over classical simplicity. Structural Theism affirms the reality of Trinitarian distinction, upholds the relational depth of God revealed in Scripture, and seeks to avoid the conceptual pitfalls of both eternal generation and impersonal metaphysics. It is a model designed to preserve God’s oneness and threeness without collapsing into modalism, metaphysical abstraction, or tritheism.
One key expression of this model is the Incarnational Monogenetic Model, which offers a biblically grounded alternative to the doctrine of eternal generation by locating the Son’s identity not in timeless derivation, but in his incarnational role and mission as uniquely begotten of the Father.
Though dealing with a different doctrinal locus, Tribulation as Wrath reflects this same hermeneutical and theological method. Like Anderson’s doctrinal models, this eschatological work emphasizes fidelity to what Scripture actually says, prioritizing literary and canonical context over inherited frameworks. By reexamining what truly constitutes God’s wrath in Revelation, this book continues the broader structural theism project of questioning traditional assumptions and, if necessary, offering biblically grounded, coherent alternatives.
Unlike traditional academic pathways bound by institutional gatekeeping and publishing delays, Anderson’s independent model allows for timely, coherent, and accessible scholarship, published through Lamad Press and distributed by Lamad Christian Books. His aim is to demonstrate that it is possible to do theology that is both deeply scholarly and uncompromisingly biblical, outside the confines of conventional academic systems.
Rooted in Tradition

Independent theological publishing is not a modern innovation; rather, it is a return to Christian tradition. From the Church Fathers to the Reformers, many of the most influential theologians operated outside formal institutions, writing and distributing works grounded in theological conviction, fidelity to Scripture, and service to the church. Lamad Press stands in that same stream, reviving a historic model for a new generation of biblical theology.






  
  Chapter one
Introduction


Eschatology is often dismissed as speculative or divisive, but the question of what constitutes divine wrath in Revelation is neither. It is a question that directly impacts how one interprets the purpose of the Tribulation, the urgency of the rapture, and the nature of God’s justice. If wrath begins at the very outset, as Revelation strongly suggests, then those who minimize the early judgments risk dulling the church’s readiness and compromising the urgency of evangelism. This study is not about forecasting timelines or crafting sensational charts, it is about rightly understanding the Word of God and preparing the people of God to endure faithfully, proclaim boldly, and hope confidently in the Lamb who will return in judgment and glory. 
A Brief History of the 
Debate and Its Importance

For many years after John Nelson Darby (1800-1882) first popularized the pretribulation rapture, the rapture debate remained solely between pretribulation and posttribulation views. However, in 1941, Norman B. Harrison published The End: Rethinking the Revelation which is the first example of the midtribulation rapture view. Fast forward another fifty years to 1990 and Marvin J. Rosenthal published The Prewrath Rapture of the Church. This view predated this book somewhat as it is not only the brainchild of Rosenthal. Nevertheless, Rosenthal’s book is the first full publication of the view. That said, though the prewrath view is essentially a nuanced form of the midtribulation view, both views hold that the wrath of God is not poured out until some point later in the Tribulation than the starting point. As such, they are both distinct from a pre or posttribulation view. The pretribulation view has held that all of the Tribulation entails God’s wrath and thus Christians cannot be in the Tribulation while the posttribulation view argues that God’s wrath is poured out in the Tribulation, but it is only on nonbelievers.
The importance of what constitutes divine wrath in eschatology likely cannot be overstated. Bart D. Ehrman writes, “The overwhelming emphasis of Revelation is not about hope but about the wrath and vengeance of God against those who have incurred his displeasure.”1 Though Ehrman is a rather liberal theologian who would not lay claim to the title “Christian,” he is mostly right here. Most of the world is destined for the wrath and vengeance that makes up a good portion of Revelation. What constitutes divine wrath in Revelation is thus an extremely important topic as Scripture directly states that believers are not destined for wrath. One’s view on wrath in Revelation is likely to be a major factor in one’s view of the rapture. Though this book has significant ramifications on which view of the rapture is most likely, it is not focused on answering the rapture question. Instead, this book dives into a specific portion of eschatology that should be used to inform one’s view of the rapture and the Tribulation as a whole. It addresses various arguments from multiple sides of the debate and looks at what Scripture says regarding the topic. Additionally, it engages with the benefit of acknowledging the possibility of a later outpouring of wrath and the ramifications that entails. This book seeks to demonstrate that the entire Tribulation involves God’s wrath, but acknowledging the possibility of a later outpouring of divine wrath benefits the church and the individual.


1.
      Bart D. Ehrman, Armageddon: What the Bible Really Says About the End (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2023), XIX.
    






