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			George Orwell

			English writer

			
					Born in Motihari (Bengal) in 1903

					Died in London in 1950

					Notable works:	Homage to Catalonia (1930), narrative

	Animal Farm (1945), novel

	1984 (1949), novel




			

			George Orwell (whose real name was Eric Arthur Blair) was an English writer born in 1903 in Motihari (Bengal). After being educated in England, he returned to India and joined the Imperial Police in Burma. He resigned in 1928 and decided to become a writer. He spent the following years wandering in Paris and London, where he mixed with the less fortunate (Down and Out in Paris and London, 1933). He then held various positions (librarian, teacher, and columnist) before joining the Spanish Civil War against the fascists (Homage to Catalonia, 1938).

			During the Second World War, he devoted himself to journalism and writing his most famous novels, Animal Farm (1945) and 1984 (1949). Orwell died of tuberculosis in London in 1950. 

		


		
			1984

			A praise of freedom of expression

			
					Genre: dystopian novel

					Reference edition: Orwell, G. (2013) 1984. London: Arcturus Publishing Limited.

					First edition: 1949

					Themes: totalitarianism, politics, freedom, war, utopia, collectivism

			

			Contrary to what one might think, 1984 was not published in 1984, but in 1949. The work is a dystopian novel, a genre in which the author offers a vision of the future through their story. The vision proposed by Orwell is that of a world at war, governed by three superpowers. The author depicts one of them, Oceania, which is a totalitarian universe lead with an iron fist by Big Brother and his Party.

			In criticizing a false society where nothing is permitted and where even the slightest deviation is sanctioned, Orwell is a reminder of the efforts of Winston Smith to fight the system with his memories and his love. The novel ends with the impossibility of making any changes and the destruction of the hero by the regime.

		


		
			Summary

			A world under surveillance

			The action takes place in 1984, when the world is divided into three superpowers that are constantly at war: Eastasia, Eurasia and Oceania. The latter’s capital city is London, which is led by Big Brother and his Party. The people there enjoy little freedom. Each inhabitant is constantly monitored by microphones and telescreens that can transmit information about the regime, as well as survey their every move. Anyone with thoughts adverse to Big Brother is immediately arrested and eliminated by the Thought Police. Moreover, from food to razor blades, everything is provided and controlled by the Party and its four ministries, which also regulate the amorous practices and Newspeak, the national language.

			A Party official, Winston Smith lives in London and works at the Ministry of Truth, in the Record Department, where he is responsible for editing the history of Oceania or adapting it to recent events that have occurred. One day, during the Two Minutes Hate, a daily ritual where all officials shout their contempt for Goldstein and his small group of the Brotherhood, sworn enemies of Big Brother, he catches the eye of his colleague O’Brien: through it, Winston is convinced that another person thinks like him. He does not doubt for one second that this is a trap. From then on, every night when he gets home, he writes his memories and his hatred for Big Brother in a notebook.

			In search of the past

			Despite his aversion, Winston Smith manages to live without his subversive thoughts being apparent. After finding a newspaper clipping that has not been edited by the regime, this gives him the ability to look for traces of the non-falsified past. 

			However, witnesses from this prior period are difficult to find: they do exist among the proletarians, a class containing the majority of the population, channeled and despised by the Party because a revolution of their part may cause its downfall. Winston only manages to get in touch with people whose memories are imprecise.

			One day, while taking a walk, he visits the antiquarian Charrington and buys a coral clipboard. On leaving the shop, he realizes that he is being followed by a young girl with black hair who has been monitoring him for weeks. Winston immediately fears being denounced and captured, but the girl he believed to be a spy turns out to be a Party member. This young woman, Julia, is in love with Winston and, when he realizes his feelings for her, they both arrange to see one another in places where the telescreens and microphones are not likely to surprise them, and they give themselves to one another.

			Looking for a safe place to express their love, Winston rents a room on the top floor of the antique shop. Hidden from every telescreen, the couple spends quality time together, despite the presence of rats which terrifies Winston. Although their situation is dangerous and precarious, it makes life more bearable for the hero, especially since he can speak freely about the past with Charrington.

			The Brotherhood

			One day, O’Brien takes advantage of a pretext to give his address to Winston. Winston then takes Julia to his house. There, they discover that O’Brien is an active member of the Brotherhood and offers them the chance to join him in his fight against the regime: they accept. O’Brien then smuggles Winston a copy of Goldstein’s book in which the mechanisms of the Big Brother regime are explained. 

			But, in reality, O’Brien is a member of the Party and everything has been planned from the beginning: Goldstein and the Brotherhood have never existed, which Winston and Julia are quick to discover. Indeed, when the couple find themselves in the antique shop after a particularly grueling week, they are surprised by the voice of a telescreen hidden in the room. Charrington, who is actually an officer of the Thought Police, arrests and imprisons them. Winston is incarcerated and tortured at the Ministry of Love.

			For O’Brien, it is crucial to love Big Brother and accept his version of the past: therefore, he wants to cure Winston of the hatred that he bears towards the head of the Party and of his attachment to the past. In order for Winston to fully assimilate the logic of the Party at the expense of his own, O’Brien makes him undergo various tortures, but he only partially achieves this result as Winston is attached to Julia, and refuses to betray her.

			Room 101

			To solve this problem and thus conclude his rehabilitation, O’Brien brings Winston to Room 101. There, faced with rats that eat his face, Winston ends up confessing everything, betraying Julia, who does the same on her part. Emptied of his original character, Winston is released.

			A few days later, he meets Julia in a bar. Both of them have completely changed and no longer have any feelings for one another. They decide to break up. On hearing a news story on the telescreen, Winston realizes that he loves Big Brother. His recovery is complete: he can now be shot.

		


		
			Character study

			Winston Smith

			A Party official, aged 39, Winston Smith works at the Ministry of Truth in the Record Department, where he is responsible for the falsification of the past on behalf of the regime. He was married to a woman, Catherine, from whom he has been separated for ten years at the time of the story. He is also Julia’s lover.

			The protagonist of the story, Winston quickly assumes the role of a rebel. His protest, which he knows to be dangerous, takes place in two stages:

			
					Denunciation in writing. By writing snippets of his past and his total rejection of Big Brother in his notebook, Winston automatically becomes an opponent of the laws and institutions set up by the regime. He is nevertheless aware of the illegality of his act, which is why he carries out this work out of range of his telescreen; 

					Denunciation by adultery. By responding positively to Julia’s advances, Winston is actively betraying the ideology of the Party. He maintains sexual relations with another person while still officially married and, even worse, he does so for pleasure. The special, yet risky, moments he spends with the young woman in Charrington’s room are an opportunity for him to escape from the control and oppression exercised by the leader of Oceania for a few moments.

			

			Imprisoned and tortured, he is cured of his hate for Big Brother, despite his resistance and his love for Julia. He is released some time later and subsequently shot.

			Julia

			Also a Party official, aged 26, Julia works in the Fiction Department where she prints books on behalf of the regime. Like Winston, she has divergent thoughts concerning the Party and noticing this feature in the hero is what makes her fall in love.

			Julia’s rebellious actions are essentially based on the perception of her image by the regime. Thus, she participates in all of its associations, dedicating countless extra hours to the glory of Big Brother and presents herself as a relentless enemy of Goldstein. All this devotion to the Party allows her to attract sympathy, to the point of being made an example of. She then benefits from her reputation by breaking the rules, for example by sleeping with Party members and stealing food that isn’t regulated by the regime.

			Unlike Winston, Julia

			
			O’Brien

			
			
			
			Big Brother

			
			
			
					Nothing existed before Big Brother, who is the past, present and future of Oceania.

					Big Brother is omniscient, omnipotent and he is also the source of all the blessings that exist in the country.

					His decisions are always the best and can never be questioned. It is therefore impossible not to love Big Brother.
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