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The Fairyland Olympics are about to start,

And my expert goblins are going to take part.

We will win this year, for I’ve got a cunning plan.

I’m sending my goblins to the arena in Fairyland.

 

The Magic Sporty Objects that make sports safe and fun,

Will be stolen by my goblins, to keep until we’ve won.

Sporty Fairies, prepare to lose and to watch us win.

Goblins, follow my commands, and let the games begin!
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Football Fun

 

Commentary Confusion

 

Footballs Galore

 

So Near and Yet So Far

 

Football Fever

 

Goblins, Go Home!

 

Sneak Peek


 

If you liked this, you’ll love…
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“You look great, Dad!” Rachel Walker laughed, glancing at her father as she climbed out of the car. Mr Walker was wearing a blue and white football shirt and scarf, his face was painted with blue and white stripes, and he had a fluffy blue and white wig on his head.
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“The wig’s fantastic!” Kirsty Tate, Rachel’s best friend, added with a grin. She was staying with the Walkers over the spring holiday. “He’s going to be the best-dressed Tippington Rovers supporter here.”

Rachel nodded. “I’m glad Mum and I are just wearing scarves, though,” she added. “That wig looks a bit hot!”
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“It is, but I want to show my support for the team,” said Mr Walker, as they left the car park and joined the other football fans heading towards the Cooke Stadium. “This is a very important match, girls. If Tippington beat Alton United today, the team will be promoted to the next league!”

Rachel and Kirsty exchanged concerned glances. They were both worried that the football match would be a complete disaster, because the Sporty Fairies had lost their Magic Sporty Objects. When these special objects were in their proper places, with the Sporty Fairies or in the fairies’ lockers, they made sure that sport in both the human and fairy worlds was safe, fun and exciting. Unfortunately, they’d been stolen by cunning Jack Frost and his goblin servants.

Jack Frost was determined to win the Fairyland Olympics, which started in six days’ time, and so he’d ordered his goblins to hide the objects away in the human world until the games took place. Then, by keeping the Magic Sporty Objects close to them, the goblins would win every single event. The Fairyland Olympics couldn’t be cancelled because that would ruin the Olympic Games in the human world, so Rachel and Kirsty had promised their fairy friends that they would do their best to find the objects before the games took place.
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“I’m glad we persuaded Mum and Dad to come to the match early today,” Rachel said quietly to Kirsty. “Maybe the goblin who has Francesca the Football Fairy’s Magic Football will be here, too.”

“Helena the Horseriding Fairy did say that any goblin who has one of the magic objects will be near that sport,” Kirsty agreed. The girls had helped Helena to get her Magic Hard Hat back just the day before. “She said that Jack Frost has told the goblins to practise their sporty skills before the Fairyland Olympics, remember?”

“Yes, and King Oberon said that the winning Olympic team will get the Fairyland Olympics Cup, which is filled with luck,” Kirsty reminded Rachel. “Think how much more mischief Jack Frost could cause if he had loads of good luck!”

“Girls, come and have your picture taken,” called Mrs Walker, holding up her camera.

“Ooh, good idea,” Rachel said, as she and Kirsty hurried over to join her parents outside the stadium entrance.

“Then we won’t forget how much effort Dad’s put into his outfit!”

“I feel like the odd one out,” Kirsty joked, as Mrs Walker took their photo. “I’m the only one without any Tippington Rovers colours on.”

“There’s a kiosk inside the stadium that sells merchandise,” Rachel’s dad told her. “We’ll buy you a scarf there.”

“Thank you!” Kirsty exclaimed.
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As they went inside the stadium, Rachel immediately started looking around for any sign of goblins, but she didn’t see any flashes of goblin green.

Remember, you have to let the magic come to you, Rachel told herself. But she couldn’t help hoping that the magic came before the match started, otherwise the game would be ruined.

There weren’t many people inside the stadium yet, so there was no queue at the merchandise kiosk. They headed straight over to it, and Mr Walker bought a scarf for Kirsty.

“Here you are, dear,” said the shop assistant, popping the scarf into a carrier bag and handing it to Kirsty. “Enjoy the game.”

“Thank you,” Kirsty said gratefully.
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“Let’s go and find our seats,” Mrs Walker suggested.

They all went into the main part of the stadium, which was still fairly empty. Kirsty and Rachel had the chance to take a good look around, but neither of the girls could see anything out of the ordinary.

“Maybe we should explore,” Kirsty whispered to Rachel. “There may be goblin mischief going on somewhere else.”
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“Dad, is it OK if Kirsty and I go and look around?” asked Rachel.

“That’s fine,” Mr Walker replied, settling himself in his seat. “We’ll sit and watch the pre-match build-up on the giant TV screens.”

“Just make sure you’re back before the match starts,” Rachel’s mum added.

The girls nodded.

“I’ll put my new scarf on,” Kirsty said, as she and Rachel hurried off. She opened the bag, and a cloud of glittering sparkles immediately burst from inside. Then, as both girls stared in surprise, the scarf snaked gracefully out of the bag, with a tiny fairy perched daintily on the end of it!
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“It’s Francesca the Football Fairy!” Kirsty cried in delight.

“Hello, girls!” Francesca called. She wore a green and yellow football shirt with matching shorts and football boots, and her long hair was braided and tied back in a ponytail. She hovered in the air in front of the girls as the scarf settled around Kirsty’s neck. “I have a feeling those very unsporting goblins may be here!” she added.

“We’ve been looking out for them,” Rachel told her, “but we haven’t seen any yet…”
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Suddenly, one of the stadium officials came running towards them. Francesca quickly hid behind a fold of Kirsty’s scarf, but the official was too busy speaking into a walkie-talkie to notice her.
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“Yes, all the footballs in the stadium have vanished!” he exclaimed. “If we don’t find one – and soon – the game will have to be cancelled!” And, with that, he disappeared into the players’ tunnel.

“Hmm. Missing footballs! This has goblin mischief written all over it,” Francesca said.

“But why would a goblin have taken all the footballs?” asked Rachel, puzzled.
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“Yes, if he’s got your Magic Football, why would he need any others?” Kirsty asked.

“I don’t know,” Francesca replied.

“Well, let’s see if we can find the goblin and get the footballs back,” Rachel suggested.

Just then, Kirsty’s attention was caught by one of the giant TV screens overhead. “Rachel, look,” she cried. “There’s your dad!”
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Rachel glanced up and her face broke into a grin. Mr Walker was on the TV screen, being interviewed by a football commentator.

“So, Mr Walker, what do you think will happen in the game today?” asked the commentator.

“Oh, Tippington Rovers will win!” Rachel’s dad replied confidently. “I think the score will be two-nil.”

“I like your dad’s wig, Rachel!” Francesca chuckled.

The commentator thanked Mr Walker, turned away and headed through the stadium, still talking to the camera.

“OK, girls,” Francesca said. “Where shall we look for goblins?”

Just as Kirsty was about to look away from the TV screen, the commentator opened the door of his commentary box and she saw that there was someone inside. A small person wearing a tracksuit, a Tippington Rovers woolly hat and a red Alton United scarf was sitting on the floor, rummaging through a big net filled with footballs.

“Oh, hello,” said the commentator, sounding surprised. “Are you here to cover the match with me?”

Curiously, Kirsty stared up at the screen, wondering why all the footballs were hidden away in the commentary box.

The small man looked up irritably at the commentator’s words. As he did so, the scarf, which was wrapped around the bottom of his face, slipped, and Kirsty caught a glimpse of green.

“Oh!” she gasped, “There’s the goblin!”
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“Where?” Rachel and Francesca both said together, looking around.

“Up there,” Kirsty told them, pointing at the TV. “He’s in the commentary box with all the footballs!”
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