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  You can browse through the Back-Matter in this eBook to discover how Ransom Press International and its partner ministries are reaching the lost and impoverished souls of this world through their Bible and Christian literature campaigns, Christian radio broadcasts, Christian motion pictures, preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ (in person, podcasts and YouTube), providing clean drinking water for remote communities, and much more.


  The Holy Spirit and Christian Maturity


  At Ransom Press International we embrace the ministry of the Holy Spirit as essential to Christian maturity, and paramount to living a life victorious over sin, the world, and the devil. Unless we are directed by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit we have no hope of an inheritance with Christ, for all that are led by the Spirit of God, the same are sons of God (Romans 8).


  As joint-heirs with Christ, we may receive of the Father’s pleasure and promise, everything that Christ has received, including the anointing of the Holy Spirit. And by the Spirit we have gifts and ministry, yet these bear fruit through us in step with our desire to do things God’s way, and not our own. Because of this, we see differences in gifts and ministry among the sons of God, for all come to maturity in their own time and according to their willingness to bear the cross of Christ. For this same reason we would not assume all manifest the same power and anointing, over a given course of time, yet we do expect that all will reach maturity with a powerful anointing


  It is with this in mind that our ministry focuses on preaching Christ at every level of belief and faith, being long-suffering with those who mature slowly, yet keeping pace to meet the need of those progressing from hearing to seeing by the Spirit. We do not favor groups or denominations, one over another, nor do we produce Christian materials that promote any belief system other than the cross of Christ and all that is accomplished by it. We recognize the Holy Spirit as our sole covering and, therefore, our allegiance is not to men nor organizations. However, we are ready and willing to cooperate with men and organizations where, by the Spirit, the same are ministering with pure hearts and clean hands. To preach the cross of Christ and accomplish the work of God to save souls from among all men—especially those who seem unlikely candidates for the kingdom of God.


  At Ransom Press International our ultimate mission is for the perfecting of the saints in the work of the ministry, unto the edifying of the body of the Christ until we all come forth in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the coming of age of the Christ: That we no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, by which they lie in wait to deceive, but following the truth in charity, let us grow up into him in all things, who is the head, the Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and well tied together among itself by the nourishment that every connecting bond supplies, by the operation of each member according to measure they have received, making increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in charity (Ephesians 4:12–16).
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  Introduction


  The relationship between our conscience and our capacity to understand is a central theme for understanding Scripture (in this case, six epistles of the apostle Paul). They are linked. The Lord will open our understanding when we are in communion with him, and for this, a clean conscience is very important. This is so even if it turns out that we are honestly mistaken about many things, as was the case with Saul of Tarsus before Jesus confronted him on the Damascus road. Those who repeatedly violate their own conscience will not easily receive understanding and revelation from God.


  As the last thing Jesus did for his disciples before his ascension, he opened their understanding that they might understand the scriptures.[1] A few years later, he certainly did this for the apostle Paul.


  We will never be able to comprehend the Scriptures from God’s perspective unless the Lord Jesus opens our understanding. Without an awakened understanding, it will be difficult — if not impossible — to be led by the Holy Spirit because his leading and guidance will be filtered through our capacity, or lack thereof, to understand. Those who lack wisdom and understanding may seek their counsel and directives from others. This comes secondhand from people who may or may not have the real wisdom and understanding that only come from being in fellowship with God.


  Even in a best-case scenario, when our spiritual leader, counselor, or advisor is actually in touch with God, this will only do us a limited amount of good. Moses, and later, seventy elders of Israel, had the Spirit of God on them. However, the people continued to be stiff-necked and stubborn, refusing to believe the wonderful promises of God and murmuring and complaining against their godly leadership.


  Eventually, most of them died in the wilderness. Even while eating manna from heaven that appeared six days a week like clockwork. Even while drinking water from the rock, wearing shoes and clothing that never wore out, being led by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, and many other miraculous provisions. Only two (Joshua and Caleb) made it into the promised land. Their story is written up for our benefit so that we will not make the same mistake of refusing to hear God’s voice for ourselves.[2]


  God speaks directly and personally to us by his Word, and Jesus is the living Word of God. When he opens our understanding so that we can understand the Scriptures by the Holy Spirit, he gives the vital grace and power to fulfill his will by faith. This understanding and communication also takes place within our personal contact and communion with God.


  A secondhand revelation is not the same as direct contact. A case in point is the foolish people among the Galatians. Suppose we follow their example and listen to those who would insist on bringing us into legalistic bondage and attaching us to themselves for their own glory, instead of standing fast in the liberty of the Spirit to remain in fellowship with God for his glory. In that case, the ensuing disaster will be enormous. In fact, evidence of the devastation caused by the absence of God’s presence and glory in congregation after congregation is all around us.


  Some would distill principles and values from the New Testament that they then proceed to attempt to apply in the flesh, as if they have just created their own version of the law. This will never do because it is divorced from direct contact with our only ongoing source of grace, power, and victory: Jesus Christ. Only as we walk in the Spirit will we not fulfill the lust of the flesh. Only as we are led by the Spirit of God are we not under the law.


  All of the blessings and promises of God are only effective in Christ. If we are truly redeemed, truly belong to God, have the real Holy Spirit, and if by the Spirit, Jesus really resides in our hearts, then the charity of Christ — the agape love of God — will flow from us and will be evident to others. If we are genuine believers, the Spirit of God will witness to our spirit that we are God’s sons — male or female.


  If you are a committed believer, this book will greatly encourage you to pursue the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.[3] If you’re not, or you’re not sure, this book may challenge you to dig deeper and to seek God with all your heart. Or you may be a genuine believer who has become frustrated with the congregation you are attending. Perhaps you are even discouraged at the overall state of those calling themselves God’s people in general. Or maybe you have been humiliated and rejected due to your stand for the truth.


  The apostle Paul faced all of these difficulties and more. Yet, Jesus laid hold of him and gave him the grace, strength, and faith to make a tremendous difference as Paul ministered in humility and human weakness. The same can be true for you, even as it has been for me.


  Russell Stendal


  May 12, 2022


  


  

    

      1	Luke 24:45


    


    

      2	Therefore now amend your ways and your doings and hear the voice of the LORD your God; and the LORD himself will repent of the evil that he has pronounced against you. (Jeremiah 26:13)


    


    

      3	Philippians 3:14
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  Chapter 1


  Galatians 1


  1  Paul, apostle (not from men neither through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead)


  2  and all the brethren who are with me, unto the congregations [4] of Galatia:


  The apostle Paul’s commission was not from men neither through man. Paul was not indoctrinated and licensed by man in the gospel of Jesus Christ. He was set as an apostle directly through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead. Here it is clear that it was God the Father who raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Paul is the lead author of this epistle, along with all the brethren [5] who are with him. In this context, the word brethren includes men and women. This letter is directed unto the congregations [plural] of Galatia.[6]


  3  Grace be unto you and peace from God the Father and from our Lord Jesus Christ,


  4  who gave himself for our sins that he might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,


  5  unto whom be the glory for the ages of the ages. Amen.


  The writers confer grace and peace directly from God the Father and from our Lord Jesus Christ to the Galatian congregations. It is our Lord Jesus Christ who gave himself for our sins. He died for us voluntarily that he might deliver us from this present evil age.[7] The evil age he references was active at the time this letter was written and remains active today. The redeeming sacrifice of Jesus is according to the will of our God and Father. Therefore, it continues to be God the Father’s will for us to be delivered from the contamination and bondage of the evil world that surrounds us. The glory will be unto him for the ages of the ages. This means that our present evil age will end, and there will be future glorious ages to come.


  6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel,


  7  for there is not another; but there are some that trouble you and would pervert the gospel of the Christ.


  The Galatians did not just remove themselves from the sound gospel doctrine they had been taught. In order to follow another gospel, they removed themselves from him that called you into the grace of Christ. They removed themselves from God the Father. When they did that, they also stepped out of the grace of Christ.


  In reality, there is not another gospel. The source of the problem lies with some that trouble you and would pervert the gospel of the Christ. There is no other gospel unto salvation, only various perversions of the gospel of the Christ that, if followed, will separate the person from God the Father and from the grace of Christ. This is extremely serious.


  8  But even if we, or an angel from heaven, were to preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be anathema.


  Anathema has to do with being cursed and unredeemable. It is closely linked to destruction.[8] Anathema is the exact opposite of being blessed, redeemed, and delivered.


  9  As we said before, so do I say now again, If anyone preaches any other gospel unto you than what ye have received, let him be anathema.[9]


  When something is repeated twice in succession in Scripture, such as this warning, it conveys extreme seriousness.[10]


  10  For do I now persuade men or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the slave of Christ.


  A slave has an owner. Paul belongs to Christ. Here, the word persuade is closely linked to faith. If we seek to persuade God, this is an indication that we truly believe him and completely trust him.


  11  But I make known unto you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not according to man.


  12  For I did not receive it nor learn it from man, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.


  Paul obtained the gospel by direct revelation, not only through a clear, dynamic message but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. Jesus was revealed to him. Jesus and Paul remained in close fellowship and communion. The gospel is indelibly linked to the person of Jesus Christ and to his grace. His presence in our hearts and souls is required if we are to be delivered from this present evil age. Anyone perverting the truth by preaching any other gospel is anathema.


  13  For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in Judaism, how that beyond measure I was persecuting and destroying the congregation [11] of God


  14  And profited in Judaism above many of my equals in my own nation, being exceedingly more zealous of the traditions of my fathers.


  Paul had been brought up as a devout Jew. However, applying the law and traditions of his fathers with exceptional zeal in the flesh had led to him persecuting and destroying the congregation of God. This in turn profited his career in Judaism, even though his misplaced zeal was taking him directly against the will of God.


  15  But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace,


  16  to reveal his Son in me that I might preach him among the Gentiles, immediately I did not confer with flesh and blood,


  17  neither did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went into Arabia and returned again unto Damascus.


  18  Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter and abode with him fifteen days.


  19  But I saw none of the other apostles, except James the Lord’s brother.


  20  Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I do not lie.


  God had his hand on Paul from his mother’s womb. God’s call upon his life was by grace and not due to his zealous keeping of the Jewish law and traditions. It was to reveal his Son in Paul. None of us deserve God’s grace, which is unmerited favor in this sense. However, the grace of God is not passive. It is dynamic and virtually synonymous with the power of God to change and transform us from the inside out. Grace is when God does for us what we cannot do for ourselves. However, for the grace of God to fulfill his desired purpose in our lives, we must be willing to repent, cooperate, and submit to his sovereign authority and learn to live by faith.


  Paul relates that he was discipled directly by God and not by those who were apostles before him. He went into Arabia (the desert) and then returned to Damascus (Jesus had confronted him on the road to Damascus). It was three years into his conversion before he spent fifteen days with Peter and met James. It is clear God decided to teach Paul from the very beginning and set foundational things in order prior to sending him out as the lead apostle to the Gentiles so that Jewish order (beginning with things such as the circumcision of the flesh) would not be imposed on the new Gentile believers.


  21  Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia


  22  and was unknown by face unto the congregations [12] of Judaea which were in Christ,


  23  but they had only heard, That he who persecuted us in time past now preaches the faith which he once destroyed.


  24  And they glorified God in me.


  When Paul finally entered into direct fellowship with the congregations of Judaea which were in Christ, his excellent reputation of effectively preaching the faith which he once destroyed preceded him, giving him credibility so he was able to say: And they glorified God in me.


  Let us pray:


  Heavenly Father, we thank you and praise you for such a wonderful provision of grace and deliverance through our Lord Jesus Christ. The fervent desire of our heart is that you may be glorified in us. Amen.


  


  

    

      4	Greek ekklesia — called out ones.


    


    

      5	Greek adelphos.


    


    

      6	Galatia was an ancient kingdom and later a Roman province in central Asia Minor (Merriam-Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, s.v. “Galatia,” https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/unabridged/Galatia).


    


    

      7	Emphasis added


    


    

      8	Leviticus 27:28–29; Deuteronomy 7:26; Joshua 6:17–18; 7:12; 1 Corinthians 16:22


    


    

      9	The word anathema is used thirty-three times in the Jubilee Bible translation. This is its final use.


    


    

      10	Genesis 41:32


    


    

      11	Greek ekklesia — called out ones.


    


    

      12	Greek ekklesia — called out ones.


    


  




  


    


  Chapter 2


  Galatians 2


  1  Then fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas and took Titus with me also.


  So, if Paul made his first visit to see Peter and James three years after his conversion, fourteen years later would now total seventeen. If his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus came in about AD 37, this would now be close to AD 54. It is quite possible that Paul would have even begun writing some of his epistles, copies of which he could have left in Jerusalem.


  2  But I went up by revelation and communicated unto them the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to those who seemed to be of repute, to not run, or have run, in vain.


  Paul did not go up to Jerusalem on a whim. He went by revelation. A main purpose was to communicate unto them the gospel he was preaching among the Gentiles. Note that Paul did not do this publicly right away. Thus, he did not undermine what the other apostles were doing among the Jewish believers, most of whom were still zealous for the law. He went privately to those who seemed to be of repute. This allowed time for the other apostles and elders to contemplate all the implications of what Paul, Barnabas, and Titus witnessed in their ministry and message among the Gentiles. It is clear this approach bore excellent fruit and that Peter, James, and all the other key leaders received a sure witness from the Holy Spirit that Paul was right.[13]


  A key point that Paul privately communicated to the leadership at Jerusalem regarding the gospel he was preaching among the Gentiles was to not run, or have run, in vain. There is a distinct possibility that any of us could get caught up defending something or investing precious time and resources into something that will not really amount to anything of significant eternal consequence. For those pharisaical Christian Jews who were so zealous for the law,[14] their precious temple would be demolished by AD 70. It would be without one stone on top of another, and all its meticulous animal sacrifices and religious proceedings would be ended forever.


  What about today? What investments in sectarian structure, elaborate buildings, unnecessary controversies, over-the-top luxury, or anything else will truly bear eternal reward? What if some of the things we prioritize may even seriously detract from God’s eternal kingdom by diverting crucial time and resources from what is really at the center of God’s will? What does it really mean to not run, or have run, in vain?


  It certainly appears that Paul was able to communicate the message God gave him for the apostles and elders at Jerusalem. He goes on to state:


  3  But not even Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised,


  Titus was an uncircumcised Gentile believer who was called to ministry. The sign of the old covenant is the external circumcision of the flesh,[15] but a sign of the new covenant is the internal circumcision of the heart.[16] Under the old covenant, only males could be circumcised with the sign of the covenant. Under the new covenant, males and females can be circumcised in their hearts and have the control of the flesh cut by the Holy Spirit.[17] Understanding this, the Christian Jewish leaders at Jerusalem did not insist on circumcising Titus.


  4  And that in spite of the false brethren, who entered secretly to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus that they might bring us into bondage;


  5  Unto whom we did not submit even for one hour that the truth of the gospel might remain with you.


  There were false brethren, like the tares in and among the wheat. This problem has continued all the way to our present day and age. The goals of the false brethren remain the same. They enter secretly to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus that they might bring us into bondage. Liberty is linked to the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. Bondage is linked to operating in the flesh. Paul refused to submit to the false brethren even for one hour. Submission to them would have compromised the truth of the gospel.


  6  But of these who seemed to be of repute, (whatever they were, it makes no matter to me: God does not accept the appearance of men), for those who seemed to be of repute in conference added nothing to me;


  7  But to the contrary, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter


  8  (for he that showed himself forth in Peter for apostleship of the circumcision, the same also showed himself forth in me toward the Gentiles);


  9  and when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship that we should go unto the Gentiles, and they unto the circumcision.


  10  Only they asked that we should remember the poor; the same which I was also diligent to do.


  Paul was wary of those who seemed to be of repute. External appearances can be misleading. It is better to go by the witness of the Holy Spirit (in them and in us). This is what the godly apostles and elders in Jerusalem did concerning Paul. They soon perceived that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto him in the same manner that the gospel of the circumcision was committed to Peter. Paul relates that the bond between him and the leadership at Jerusalem was further strengthened when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me.


  The abundance of grace that God gave Paul was readily discernable by anyone with God’s true Spirit. This is when Paul and Barnabas were given the right hand of fellowship by the leadership in Jerusalem, who blessed their ministry to the Gentiles without making any attempt to control them or to place them under any type of religious bondage. They only asked Paul and Barnabas to remember the poor.


  From the very beginning, it is clear that an integral part of the gospel of Jesus Christ is that we should also be cognizant of the physical needs of those around us and demonstrate the love of God in a practical and even sacrificial manner. As the Jewish age drew to a close, James, Cephas (Simon Peter), and John could see that God was beginning something new with Gentiles. Now, as the church age is closing, we must be ready for what God will do next.


  11  But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face because he was to be blamed.


  12  For before certain ones came from James, he ate with the Gentiles, but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision.


  Peter well knew what God was doing with the Gentiles. God had clearly shown him this in a vision that was repeated three times, which prepared him for his time of ministry with Cornelius, the Roman centurion.[18] However, the fear of those who were of the circumcision was quite a factor (they were the ones who were so vehemently against Paul all over the known world), and Peter waffled at Antioch. First, he ate with the Gentiles. But after certain ones came from James, Peter had second thoughts and separated himself.


  13  And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him, insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their hypocrisy.


  Their hypocrisy consisted of eating with the Gentiles when there were no other Jews around. Then they no longer ate (or fellowshipped) with the Gentiles if there was any possibility of word leaking out and getting back to those who were of the circumcision. The other Jews, including Barnabas, followed Peter’s bad example, leading to Paul’s public intervention:


  14  But when I saw that they did not walk uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, dost live after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why dost thou compel the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?


  If Peter continued in what he was doing, the truth of the gospel would be compromised. Under these circumstances, any Gentiles who wished to fellowship with Peter (and with the other Jews following Peter’s double standard) would have to become Jews. Therefore, this would subvert the gospel of the uncircumcision entrusted to Paul, who continues:


  15  We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,


  16  knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.


  Note the references to our being justified (or made right with God) by the faith of Jesus Christ and by the faith of Christ.[19] Jesus Christ placed his faith in his Father, who raised him from the dead after Jesus died for us. Jesus was willing to lay down his own life to save us. If we are to follow him and serve him effectively and participate of his faith, then we should also be willing to put our lives and reputations on the line.[20]


  It is clear that there is no way anyone can be justified (and maintain a right relationship with God) by the works of the law, which included a special diet and complete segregation from Gentiles while eating or drinking. All of us (whether Jew or Gentile) have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law. Paul continues his admonition to Peter:


  17  But if, while we seek to be justified in Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of our sin? No, in no wise.


  For us to be justified by the faith of Christ, we need to be found in Christ, and only he is righteous. If we revert to operating out of fear of what could happen to our personal reputation or even to our own life, we could be found sinners. That is, we could be found to be operating contrary to the express will of God. In such a case, does this make Christ the minister [or servant] of our sin? No, in no wise.


  18  For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a rebel.


  In Christ, we may destroy all religious hypocrisy. And those who would fear man and rebuild the things they once destroyed make themselves into rebels.


  19  For through the law I am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.


  20  I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ lives in me, and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.


  Paul explains by using his own personal example that to live victoriously it is necessary to be dead to the law because we are crucified with Christ. When this is the case, we will no longer be motivated by the fear of what man can do to our reputation or even to our physical life. The goal is that we might all live unto God. The only way for this to happen is if Christ lives in us. Paul sums it up: the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God. It is important for us to believe in Jesus, but victorious Christian living requires that we live by the faith of the Son of God. This involves him working in us and through us and for us by his grace.


  21  I do not reject the grace of God, for if righteousness comes by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.


  What a statement! This had to have had quite an effect on Peter and Barnabas and the other hypocritical Jews. We know from Scripture that Peter recognized what the Holy Spirit said through Paul as being correct because later he wrote about it.


  2 Peter 3:13-17


  13  Nevertheless we, according to his promises, wait for new heavens and a new earth, in which dwells righteousness.


  14  Therefore, beloved, seeing that ye hope for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot and blameless.


  15  And have as saving health the patience of our Lord, even as our beloved brother Paul  [21] also according to the wisdom given unto him has written unto you


  16  in almost all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, among which are some things that are hard to understand, which those that are ignorant and unstable twist, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.


  17  Ye, therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things in advance, be on guard lest by the error of the wicked ye be deceived with the others and fall from your own steadfastness.


  Let us pray:


  Lord, we ask that this message may be clearly understood. May all of us be able to discern the difference between seeking to be justified by attempting to fulfill legalistic works of the law in the flesh versus living victoriously by your grace. Amen.


  


  

    

      13	Acts 15


    


    

      14	Acts 21:20


    


    

      15	Acts 7:8; John 7:22


    


    

      16	Romans 2:28–29


    


    

      17	Romans 8:13


    


    

      18	Acts 10:9–29


    


    

      19	Emphasis added


    


    

      20	Compare John 3:16 with 1 John 3:16.
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  Chapter 3


  Galatians 3


  1  O foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you that ye should not trust in the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ has been evidently set forth, crucified among you?


  2  This only would I learn of you, Did ye receive the Spirit by the works of the law or by the obedient ear of faith?


  3  Are ye so foolish? having begun by the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?


  4  Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.


  5  He therefore that gives unto you the Spirit and does works of power among you, does he do it by the works of the law or by the obedient ear of faith?


  To trust in the truth is to trust Jesus Christ because he is the truth.[22] Paul had given the Galatians a living demonstration of the truth in action. This is what he means, referring to them, when he says, Before whose eyes Jesus Christ has been evidently set forth, crucified among you. They had received the Spirit by the obedient ear of faith instead of by the works of the law with which some troublemakers were attempting to enslave them. Note that Paul mentions the obedient ear of faith twice.


  This is not just a simple acknowledgment of historical facts. It is actually hearing and believing what God says and responding in obedience by the power of his grace. By the obedient ear of faith, God was doing works of power among them. To turn their backs on hearing and obeying God by faith — and become ensnared in religious legalism — would mean they had suffered so many things in vain. Paul is hoping that this very dangerous situation can be turned around.


  6  Even as Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him for righteousness.


  7  Know ye therefore that those who are of faith, the same are the sons of Abraham.


  8  And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles through faith, evangelized Abraham in advance, saying, In thee shall all the Gentiles be blessed.


  9  So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.


  Gentiles who have an obedient ear of faith are the sons of Abraham. All of God’s promises are fulfilled in Christ.[23] Our access into the body of Christ as believers is through faith. Abraham went way beyond simple belief in God. He genuinely believed what God told him and left his native country, being led by God step by step to the land God desired to show him. It was when Abraham believed God that it was accounted to him for righteousness. Hearing and obeying God is the way out of the curse and into the blessing. When we personally hear God with the obedient ear of faith, sufficient grace is made available to us so that we may be empowered and enabled to please him.


  How may we hear the voice of God? This may begin as a still small voice [24] in the depths of our conscience. I have found this to begin as more of a heart matter than a mental issue. God has many ways of communicating with us, but first, he must get our undivided attention. God’s friendship with Abraham became so intense that he visited Abraham’s tent several times, discussed important plans with him, and even spoke with his wife Sarah.[25] Those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer. By the obedient ear of faith, we may receive the Holy Spirit [26] and have the indwelling presence of Jesus residing in our hearts. Those who return to religious legalism miss the blessing.


  10  For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, Cursed is every one that continues not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.[27]


  11  But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident, for The just shall live by faith.[28]


  Those who would attempt to be justified before God by attempting to fulfill the works of the law in their own strength will remain under the curse because they will never be able to comply with all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.[29] The only way any of us can be justified (or come back into a right relationship with God) is by the faith of Jesus Christ. For this to operate, we must hear his voice and obey by the power of his grace. Remember that faith comes by hearing, and the ear to hear by the word of God.[30]


  12  And the law is not of faith, but The man that does the commandments shall live by them.[31]


  The only one who has ever completely fulfilled the law [32] is Jesus Christ, and death could not hold him.


  13  Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us, (for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangs on a tree [33]),


  14  That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.[34]


  15  Brethren, (I speak after the manner of men) Even when a covenant is of man, once it is confirmed, no one cancels it or adds to it.


  What confirmed the covenant that God made with Abraham? The advent of Jesus Christ, who, after his death, resurrection, and ascension, fulfilled the promise of the Spirit, which is the earnest of our inheritance [35] in Christ from God the Father linked to the blessing of Abraham.


  16  Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He did not say, And to seeds, as of many, but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.


  The blessing of Abraham is linked to the seed of Abraham, which, in the highest sense, refers to Jesus Christ. We may participate in the blessing (instead of being under the curse) if we are in Christ.


  17  And this I say that regarding the covenant,[36] that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after,[37] cannot cancel it, that it should make the promise of no effect.


  18  For if the inheritance is of the law, it is no longer of promise; but God gave it to Abraham by promise.


  The promised inheritance cannot be obtained by the dead works of the law. This is the case with the earnest of the Spirit and with the fullness of our inheritance in Christ which is yet to come.


  19  For what then serves the law? It was added because of rebellions until the seed should come to whom the promise was made, and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.


  20  Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.[38]


  The mediator is between two parties: fallen man and God. The mediator of the old covenant was Moses. The mediator of the new covenant is Jesus Christ.[39] The law was added because of rebellions when the children of Israel refused to hear God’s voice personally. They sent Moses to hear from God on their behalf and report back to them.[40]


  21  Is the law then against the promises of God? No, in no wise, for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the
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