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Chapter 1

Introduction 
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While not as collectible as comics, old and even newer magazines are still collected by many people. Let’s face it, when it comes to purchasing power, it is the adults who rule and if these adults turn out to be readers, they would likely purchase magazines over comics which are more ideal for young kids and teenagers.

Just like all print media, printed magazines have suffered declining sales due mainly to the advent of the internet which offers forever pristine digital copies of magazines. Also, digital magazines are significantly much cheaper than printed magazines which is perhaps the greatest reason for the decline of printed magazines.

So, enjoy your printed magazines while they last because one day they might just go extinct like the dinosaurs. And, just like dinosaur bones, their value could significantly appreciate in value as time passes by.

But there’s a big caveat in collecting magazines, namely that they are made of paper and collectability value mainly depends on their condition. Also, not all magazines significantly appreciate in value as times passes by, there are a select number only who do so.

If I’ve piqued your interest towards collecting magazines, perhaps the rest of this book would enlighten you to the world of magazine collecting.
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Chapter 2

Why Do People Buy Old Magazines?
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It seems like magazines are the same as newspaper: once you have read them, they become irrelevant to you. But as this chapter would explain, there are very strong reasons why people collect and even buy them despite their old age.

People buy old magazines for a variety of reasons, often a mix of personal interest, historical fascination, and investment:

Nostalgia and Sentimental Value: For many, old magazines are a direct link to their past. They evoke memories of a specific era, childhood, or significant life events. Flipping through the pages can bring back a flood of feelings and a sense of connection to a time gone by. This is especially true for magazines focused on pop culture, fashion, music, or specific hobbies from their youth.
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HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL Insight: Magazines serve as time capsules, offering a unique glimpse into the trends, advertisements, societal values, and major events of a particular period. They provide a firsthand account of history, often from a popular perspective, which can be invaluable for researchers, historians, or anyone curious about the past. This includes fashion, decor, technology, social issues, and even the language used at the time.
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COLLECTING AND INVESTMENT: Like other collectibles, some old magazines can be quite valuable. Factors that contribute to their worth include:
- Rarity: Magazines with low circulation or those that were not widely preserved are generally more valuable.

- Condition: Magazines in excellent or mint condition fetch higher prices.
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE Cover/Content: Issues featuring famous figures (e.g., Marilyn Monroe, Elvis Presley, Muhammad Ali), major historical events (e.g., JFK assassination, 9/11), or iconic artwork (e.g., Norman Rockwell covers) tend to be highly sought after.
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FIRST EDITIONS/KEY Issues: The very first issue of a popular magazine or specific issues that mark a turning point can be highly collectible.
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NICHE INTERESTS: MAGAZINES catering to specific hobbies, fandoms, or subcultures (e.g., early comic magazines, vintage car magazines, specialized art publications) can have dedicated collectors.
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RESEARCH AND INSPIRATION: Designers, artists, writers, and researchers often purchase old magazines for inspiration or to gather information on specific styles, trends, or historical contexts. For instance, fashion designers might look at vintage Vogue issues to understand past trends, or writers might use old publications for research into a particular era.
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DECORATIVE PURPOSES: The aesthetics of old magazine covers, particularly from certain artistic periods, can be appealing for interior design or display. People might frame them or use them as unique decorative accents.
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UNIQUE CONTENT AND "Slow" Media: In an age of rapid digital consumption, the physicality of a print magazine offers a different experience. It encourages a slower, more deliberate engagement with content, and often contains articles, interviews, and advertisements not easily found online.
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WHILE NOT ALL OLD MAGAZINES are valuable in a monetary sense, their appeal lies in the stories they tell, the memories they evoke, and the tangible connection they offer to a bygone era.
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Chapter 3

Most Expensive Magazines Sold
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And now let me further increase your interest towards collecting old magazines by giving you a small peek in how some magazines have sold for very high amounts despite being just objects made up of collected paper pages. 

While it's difficult to give an exhaustive list of every record-breaking sale (as private sales and smaller auctions might not always be publicly reported), here are some of the types of magazines that have fetched significant sums, and examples of known high sales:

Factors that make a magazine valuable:

Rarity and condition: The fewer copies that exist, and the better their preservation, the more valuable they tend to be. Graded magazines (by services like CGC) in high condition (e.g., NM 9.4 or higher) are particularly sought after.
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE: Issues tied to major cultural events, iconic figures, or significant artistic movements.

––––––––
[image: ]


FIRST ISSUES/KEY ISSUES: The debut of a popular publication or an issue that marks a turning point (e.g., a character's first appearance in a pulp magazine).

––––––––
[image: ]


ICONIC COVERS: ARTWORK by famous illustrators (Norman Rockwell, Gil Elvgren) or covers featuring legendary personalities (Marilyn Monroe, Elvis Presley, sports legends).
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NICHE COLLECTING: MAGAZINES that appeal to very specific, passionate collector bases (e.g., early pulp fiction, vintage gaming magazines, specific sports issues).

Examples of High-Value Magazine Sales:

Pulp Magazines: These early, often cheaply made magazines are among the most valuable due to their rarity and historical significance in genre fiction.
The Shadow - April 1931 First Issue: A copy sold for $156,000 at Heritage Auctions in 2021, setting a record for a pulp magazine. This is a prime example of a key first issue of an influential character.
Weird Tales - March 1923 First Issue: A copy sold for $36,000 at Heritage Auctions, showing the demand for early horror pulp.

Doc Savage - March 1933 (#1): Sold for a record $33,600.
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SPORTS ILLUSTRATED: Certain issues, especially those featuring legendary athletes in their prime or key moments, can be extremely valuable, particularly when graded:

Sports Illustrated featuring Mickey Mantle (1956): A near-mint condition copy sold for $27,600 in 2022.

Sports Illustrated featuring Michael Jordan ("A Star Is Born," his third appearance and first in a Bulls uniform): A CGC 9.8 copy sold for $126,000 in 2023. Signed copies are even rarer and can fetch higher prices.

A complete collection of Sports Illustrated from 1954 through 2023 (over 4,000 issues, many signed) sold for $158,600 in 2025.
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NINTENDO POWER #1 (1988): This is a fascinating example of a niche market. A CGC 9.8 graded copy sold for a record-shattering $108,000 in April 2023, making it the most expensive Nintendo magazine ever sold. This highlights the strong demand for early video game memorabilia.

Playboy: The first issue, featuring Marilyn Monroe, is consistently sought after.

Playboy #1 (December 1953): Copies typically sell for several thousand dollars, with some reaching $6,500 or more depending on condition.
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EARLY LITERARY/ART Magazines: Issues that debuted significant works or featured famous artists.

Graham's Lady's and Gentleman's Magazine (April 1841): This issue, which featured Edgar Allan Poe's "Murders in the Rue Morgue," is worth around $1,000, with a lot selling for $1,125.
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IT'S IMPORTANT TO NOTE that the market for collectibles, including magazines, can fluctuate. Prices depend heavily on the specific condition of the magazine, the reputation of the auction house, and the enthusiasm of the bidders at the time of sale.
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