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Kimbo Slice






Kevin Ferguson (February 8, 1974 – June 6, 2016), better known as Kimbo Slice, was a Bahamian-born American mixed martial artist, boxer, wrestler and occasional actor. He became noted for mutual combat street fights which were spread across the Internet, leading Rolling Stone to call him "The King of the Web Brawlers".[2]

Slice left the underground fighting scene and signed a professional contract with EliteXC[image: External link] in 2007. Slice competed in The Ultimate Fighter: Heavyweights,[3] where he lost in his first fight to series winner Roy Nelson. In his UFC debut, Slice defeated Houston Alexander in The Ultimate Fighter: Heavyweights finale. From January 2015 until his death in June 2016, Slice was under contract with Bellator MMA[image: External link].[4]



TOP
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 Early life



Ferguson was born in Nassau, Bahamas, but moved to the United States as a child, growing up in Cutler Ridge, Florida.[5] Ferguson was raised with his two brothers by mother[6] Rosemary Clarke.[7] He went to Bel-Air Elementary School,[5] where Ferguson was reportedly involved in his first fight at 13 as he tried to defend a friend. Ferguson continued his studies at Cutler Ridge Middle School and later attended Richmond Heights Middle School.[8] He attended Miami Palmetto High School, where he was the star middle linebacker.[9] In 1992, his house in Perrine, Florida was destroyed by Hurricane Andrew,[7] forcing him to live in his 1987 Nissan Pathfinder for a month.[10]

For college, he attended both Bethune-Cookman University and the University of Miami, where he held an athletic scholarship[11] and studied criminal justice.[7] He was there for a year and a half.[12] In 1997, he had a tryout with the Miami Dolphins[image: External link] and was part of the pre-season squad but was unable to secure a spot on the first team.[8][13] Slice's cousin is United States judoka Rhadi Ferguson.[14]
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 Early career



Ferguson started working as a bouncer for a strip club until high school friend and career-long manager, Mike Imber, offered him a job as a limousine driver and bodyguard for RK Netmedia, better known as Reality Kings, a Miami-based pornography production/promotion company responsible for a number of popular adult subscription websites.[9][10] Ferguson maintained close ties with Reality Kings through the rest of his life; company representatives accompanied him, as his fight entourage, under the name Team Kimbo.

In 2002, he was charged with carrying a concealed weapon[10] and in 2003, he began his career in unsanctioned mutual combat street fights. They were distributed through the Internet, mainly through the adult website SublimeDirectory and YouTube. In his first taped fight against a man named Big D, Ferguson left a large cut on his opponent's right eye which led Internet fans to call him Slice, becoming the last name to his already popular childhood nickname, Kimbo.[10]

His only on-tape street fight loss was against Sean Gannon, a Boston police officer who also trains in MMA. The popularity of the fight propelled both men into the MMA spotlight.[15]
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 Mixed martial arts career



In 2005, Slice started training in martial arts at the Freestyle Fighting Academy under Marcos Avellan and David Avellan[image: External link]. At first, Slice was training exclusively for street boxing, focusing on bare-knuckle techniques, dirty boxing from the clinch, and elbows - but then he began to develop an interest for MMA. Slice signed to make his MMA debut against former WBO Heavyweight champion and Olympic gold-medalist boxer Ray Mercer at Cage Fury Fighting Championships 5, in Atlantic City on June 23, 2007. A month prior to the fight, Slice switched camps and was trained by retired MMA fighter Bas Rutten and boxing instructor Randy Khatami at Rutten's school, EliteMMA, in Thousand Oaks, California.[16]

Slice made his MMA debut against former WBO Heavyweight champion and Olympic gold-medalist boxer Ray Mercer[image: External link] at Cage Fury Fighting Championships 5[image: External link], in Atlantic City on June 23, 2007. The match was scheduled as a three-round exhibition utilizing all professional rules of MMA combat. Slice defeated Mercer with a guillotine choke at 1:12 into the first round.[17] CFFC V sold 20,000 ppv buys [18]In a post-fight interview, Slice stated that he would like to fight David "Tank" Abbott. Abbott, who was a spectator, stood up from his seat and accepted the call out. One of the matchmakers for CFFC[image: External link] asked Slice for his assurance so that an October 12 bout at Cage Fury Fighting Championships 6 between Slice and "Tank" Abbott could be organized. This event was later canceled due to a promotion dispute. On October 11, 2007, ProElite announced that they had signed Slice to a deal and that he would make his debut on the November 10, 2007 EliteXC.[19] He was originally set to make his professional MMA debut against Mike Bourke, a reformed street fighter, but a shoulder injury from Bourke led him to face Bo Cantrell.[20] Slice defeated Cantrell 19 seconds into the first round by submission due to strikes.
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 Elite XC



On February 16, 2008, Slice fought Tank Abbott in the main event at EliteXC: Street Certified. He won by KO 43 seconds into the first round due to strikes. At the fight his weight was announced at an all-time low of 234 lb (106 kg), a far cry from his street fighting days of 280 lb (130 kg).

On May 31, 2008, Slice fought in the main event of the first ever mixed martial arts event shown on prime time network television, EliteXC: Primetime. Though one of the judges had each fighter winning one of the first two rounds, Slice's opponent James Thompson won both on total points[21][22][23] by repeatedly taking down Slice and grounding and pounding. In the opening seconds of the third round, however, Slice threw a haymaker[image: External link] to Thompson's left ear, which ruptured Thompson's cauliflower. This was soon followed by three unanswered punches to a standing Thompson, which led to a referee stoppage and the controversial win for Slice. Fellow EliteXC competitor Brett Rogers was particularly critical of Slice's victory, calling Slice's performance "garbage" in a post fight interview.[24] Frank Mir was also a critic of Slice, stating in an interview that "every time Kimbo Slice fights, it sets (mixed martial arts) back".[25]

On October 4, 2008, a Kimbo Slice vs. Ken Shamrock fight was supposed to take place at the BankAtlantic Center[image: External link] in Sunrise, Florida as part of CBS' Saturday Night Fights.[26][27] However, Shamrock received a cut to the left eye during a warm-up only hours before the fight was to take place.[28] This left the head of fight operations, Jeremy Lappen, to choose a replacement for the fight. Options were Seth Petruzelli[image: External link], Aaron Rosa and Frank Shamrock[image: External link]. Slice's team stated they did not want him fighting Frank no matter how much money was offered to them, so Lappen decided that Petruzelli was the best option for the main event. Slice agreed to take the fight after receiving a raise in pay, and took in $500,000.[29] Petruzelli defeated Slice by TKO 14 seconds into the first round of the bout.[30]

Interviewed on Orlando radio show The Monsters in the Morning two days after the fight, Seth Petruzelli said that when they offered him a spot in the main event, EliteXC promoters added monetary incentives to dissuade him from using certain fighting techniques against Slice, in an attempt to protect their relatively unproven Internet star.



	“
	The promoters kinda hinted to me and they gave me the money to stand and throw with him, they didn't want me to take him down. Let's just put it that way. It was worth my while to try and stand up punch him.[31]
	”




This added to the controversy surrounding the representation of Slice as a top flight martial artist by CBS and EliteXC.[32] The Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation started a preliminary investigation on the events surrounding the fight and its outcome.[33]

However, Petruzelli retracted this statement a few hours later, claiming in a follow-up interview with MMA website FiveOuncesofPain.com that his previous comments on The Monsters had been misinterpreted.



	“
	What was meant to be said was that I wanted to keep the fight standing for myself because I knew that was what the crowd, the promoters, and everyone wanted to see because that's more exciting than just taking someone to the ground. That was my thing only. I wanted to keep it exciting so I decided to keep it standing. It had nothing to do with anybody else. That was all me.[34]
	”




On October 23, 2008, the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation concluded its investigation of the bout and found no wrongdoing.[35] By the end of October 2008, EliteXC was forced to file for bankruptcy.[36] Many in the mixed martial arts community, including Jay Thompson, executive consultant to the company, attributed EliteXC and ProElite's failure due to Slice's loss to Seth Petruzelli.[37]
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 Ultimate Fighting Championship



After Elite Xtreme Combat ceased operations, Dana White stated that if Slice wanted to compete in the Ultimate Fighting Championship he would have to win his way in by competing on The Ultimate Fighter TV show. White went on to say that he might create a show with heavyweights just for Kimbo Slice if he wanted in.[38] That statement became reality on June 1, when Kevin Iole of Yahoo.com stated Slice would participate in The Ultimate Fighter: Heavyweights.

The coaches for the show were Quinton Jackson[image: External link] and Rashad Evans, both former UFC Light Heavyweight Champions.[39] Slice was the number one pick for Rampage and the second pick overall. In his first fight of the show, Slice was defeated by Roy Nelson via TKO stoppage in the second round after repeated punches to the head in the crucifix position.[40] Slice later turned down the opportunity to take Matt Mitrione's place in the quarter finals after it was revealed that he had arthritis in his knee.

Slice fought Houston Alexander on December 5, 2009, at The Ultimate Fighter: Heavyweights Finale at a catchweight of 215 pounds.[41] In a fight that many thought would not leave the first round, Alexander would instead spend most of the first and third rounds circling Slice tentatively with little engagement. In the second round, however, Slice landed a back suplex on Alexander, which very well may have tipped the judges' scorecards in his favor. Slice would win the bout by unanimous decision (29–28, 29–28, 30–27) and Alexander would be cut from the promotion only days later.

On May 8, 2010, Slice made his pay-per-view and official heavyweight debut at UFC 113 versus Matt Mitrione, losing in the second round via a TKO.[42] Following the loss, Dana White stated that it was "probably Kimbo's last fight in the UFC".[43] His release was confirmed the following day, alongside welterweight Paul Daley[image: External link].[44]
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 Bellator MMA



On January 16, 2015, nearly five years since his last MMA fight, Bellator MMA[image: External link] announced that Slice had signed a multi-fight deal.[4] He defeated Ken Shamrock by first-round TKO in his June 19 debut at Bellator 138.[45] Some observers noted the fight appeared to be fixed, like a professional wrestling match.[46][47] Bellator commentator Jimmy Smith accredited the fight looking as it did to Shamrock's lack of technique and durability, and said if it was fixed, Bellator wasn't in on the deal.[48]

On February 19, 2016, at Bellator 149[image: External link], Slice faced Dada 5000. The duo had a big rivalry between them due to their old street fight legacies they had in Perrine, Florida. After a back and forth fight, Slice won the fight via TKO when Dada collapsed from apparent exhaustion in the third round.[49] Following the bout it was reported that Slice had failed his pre-fight drug test. Lab results found traces of the anabolic steroid nandrolone. He was also found to have an elevated testosterone/epitestosterone (T/E) ratio of 6.4:1, which is above the maximum allowed limit of 4:1. On May 2, 2016, it was revealed that Slice had settled with the Texas Athletic Commission with a fine of $2,500 and a revoking of his license in the state of Texas. The result of the bout has also been changed to a no contest.[50] Despite being widely panned by critics, the fight attracted approximately 2.5 million viewing households, breaking the Bellator record of 2.4 million, set by Kimbo vs Shamrock.[51]

In April 2016, Bellator President Scott Coker announced on ESPN’s SportsCenter that Slice would have a rematch against James Thompson in the main event of Bellator 158, which would take place on July 16, 2016 at London’s O2 Arena.[52] Slice died of heart failure before this fight could happen.
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 Boxing career



In August 2010, Slice announced his intention to become a professional boxer. He stated "I feel like a baby all over again. I'm thinking about this at night. I'm gonna be a problem in the heavyweight[image: External link] division. I'm going to be coming in with a bad demeanor. I want to see what it's like to break some ribs, break a jaw with one punch. This is a career move. I love fighting. I like to knock people the fuck out. I love engaging. Maybe some people think I'm crazy."[53]

Roy Jones, Jr.[image: External link] had said he would like to fight Slice, but that Slice would likely need a number of boxing matches beforehand in order to gain experience and exposure in the sport.[54]

Slice made his pro boxing debut on August 13, 2011. Slice fought in a four-round headlining attraction against 39-year-old James Wade (0-1) at the Buffalo Run Casino in Miami, Oklahoma.[55] He won the fight via KO at 0:10 in the first round.[56]

On October 15, Slice returned to the boxing ring, defeating Tay Bledsoe (2-3) via KO in the first round.[57] On December 30, he defeated Charles Hackmann (0-1) by unanimous decision, winning three out of four rounds.[58]

Slice's next fight was in Australia on the Anthony Mundine vs Daniel Geale[image: External link] undercard on January 30, 2013.[59] He defeated Shane Tilyard (6-6) by TKO in the second round.[60]
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 Professional wrestling



Slice was to make his debut in professional wrestling on February 9, 2011, against former sumo wrestler Shinichi Suzukawa at the Inoki Genome Federation's "Genome 14" event in Fukuoka[image: External link], Japan[image: External link];[61] he pulled out of the match due to getting injured during practice.[62]
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 Other media coverage



A series called "Junk Yard Training" was released on yardbarker.com and youtube.com that featured LaDainian Tomlinson[image: External link], running back for the San Diego Chargers, training in Kimbo's backyard. In 2009, Kimbo starred in an antivirus software advertisement called Caterpillar vs. Kimbo.[63]

Slice was featured on The Iron Ring, a television series airing on BET that features MMA prospects. Slice was part of the selection process for the participants.[64] He made his official acting debut when playing Bludge on Nickelodeon[image: External link]'s holiday special, Merry Christmas, Drake & Josh.
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 Death



On June 5, 2016, Slice was admitted to a hospital near his home in Coral Springs, Florida.[65] He died of heart failure a short time later, after a mass on his liver was also diagnosed.[66] Scott Coker, CEO of Bellator MMA, said: "We are all shocked and saddened by the devastating and untimely loss of Kimbo Slice, a beloved member of the Bellator family."[67]
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 Personal life



Slice had six children: three sons and three daughters.[7][8] At the time of his death, he was engaged to his long-time girlfriend.[68]
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 Professional boxing record





	7 Wins (6 knockouts, 1 decision), 0 Losses, 0 Draws[69]



	Res.
	Record
	Opponent
	Type
	Round
	Date
	Location
	Notes



	Win
	7–0
	Shane Tilyard
	KO
	2 (4), 2:09
	2013-01-30
	Entertainment Centre, Sydney, New South Wales
	



	Win
	6–0
	Howard Jones
	KO
	1 (4), 0:57
	2012-10-06
	Buffalo Run Casino, Miami, Oklahoma
	



	Win
	5–0
	Jesse Porter
	KO
	1 (4), 0:36
	2012-05-12
	Lucky Star Casino, Concho, Oklahoma
	



	Win
	4–0
	Brian Green
	KO
	4 (4), 2:57
	2012-03-24
	O'Reilly Center, Springfield, Missouri
	



	Win
	3–0
	Charles Hackmann
	UD
	4
	2011-12-30
	Buffalo Run Casino, Miami, Oklahoma
	



	Win
	2–0
	Tay Bledsoe
	KO
	1 (4), 2:17
	2011-10-15
	Heartland Events Center, Grand Island, Nebraska
	



	Win
	1–0
	James Wade
	KO
	1 (4), 0:17
	2011-08-13
	Buffalo Run Casino, Miami, Oklahoma
	Professional debut.
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 Mixed martial arts record





	Professional record breakdown
	



	8 matches
	5 wins
	2 losses



	By knockout
	3
	2



	By submission
	1
	0



	By decision
	1
	0



	No contests
	1






	Res.
	Record
	Opponent
	Method
	Event
	Date
	Round
	Time
	Location
	Notes



	NC
	5–2 (1)
	Dada 5000
	NC (overturned)[70]
	Bellator 149
	February 19, 2016
	3
	1:32
	Houston, Texas, United States
	Originally a TKO win for Slice; overturned after testing positive for nandrolone and elevated T/E ratio[image: External link].



	Win
	5–2
	Ken Shamrock
	TKO (punches)
	Bellator 138
	June 19, 2015
	1
	2:22
	St. Louis, Missouri, United States
	232 lb catchweight fight



	Loss
	4–2
	Matt Mitrione
	TKO (punches)
	UFC 113
	May 8, 2010
	2
	4:24
	Montreal[image: External link], Quebec, Canada
	



	Win
	4–1
	Houston Alexander
	Decision (unanimous)
	Ultimate Fighter 10 Finale
	December 5, 2009
	3
	5:00
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	215 lb catchweight fight



	Loss
	3–1
	Seth Petruzelli[image: External link]
	TKO (punches)
	EliteXC: Heat
	October 4, 2008
	1
	0:14
	Sunrise, Florida, United States
	



	Win
	3–0
	James Thompson
	TKO (punches)
	EliteXC: Primetime
	May 31, 2008
	3
	0:38
	Newark, New Jersey, United States
	



	Win
	2–0
	Tank Abbott
	KO (punches)
	EliteXC: Street Certified
	February 16, 2008
	1
	0:43
	Miami, Florida, United States
	



	Win
	1–0
	Bo Cantrell
	Submission (punches)
	EliteXC: Renegade
	November 10, 2007
	1
	0:19
	Corpus Christi, Texas, United States
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 Mixed martial arts exhibition record





	Exhibition record breakdown
	



	2 matches
	1 win
	1 loss



	By knockout
	0
	1



	By submission
	1
	0






	Res.
	Record
	Opponent
	Method
	Event
	Date
	Round
	Time
	Location
	Notes



	Loss
	1–1
	Roy Nelson
	TKO (punches)
	The Ultimate Fighter: Heavyweights
	June 10, 2009
	2
	2:01
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	The Ultimate Fighter: Heavyweights Preliminary round



	Win
	1–0
	Ray Mercer[image: External link]
	Submission (guillotine choke)
	Cage Fury Fighting Championships V[image: External link]
	June 23, 2007
	1
	1:12
	Atlantic City, New Jersey, United States
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 Filmography





	Year
	Title
	Film/Television
	Role



	2008
	Merry Christmas, Drake & Josh
	Television
	Bludge



	2009
	Blood and Bone
	Film
	J.C.



	2010
	Locked Down
	Film
	King



	2010
	Circle of Pain
	Film
	Reg



	2012
	The Scorpion King 3: Battle for Redemption
	Film
	Zulu Kondo
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Nassau, Bahamas






Nassau (/'naeso: /[image: External link]) is the capital[image: External link], largest city, and commercial centre of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas[image: External link]. The city has an estimated population of 274,400 as of 2016, or 70 percent of the entire population of the Bahamas.[3] Lynden Pindling International Airport[image: External link], the major airport for the Bahamas, is located about 16 kilometres (9.9 mi) west of Nassau city centre, and has daily flights to major cities in Canada, the Caribbean[image: External link], the United Kingdom and the United States. The city is located on the island of New Providence[image: External link], which functions much like a business district[image: External link]. Nassau is the site of the House of Assembly and various judicial departments and was considered historically to be a stronghold of pirates.[4] The city was named in honour of William III of England, Prince of Orange-Nassau[image: External link].

Nassau's modern growth began in the late eighteenth century, with the influx of thousands of American Loyalists[image: External link] and their slaves to the Bahamas following the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]. Many of them settled in Nassau (then and still the commerce capital of the Bahamas) and eventually came to outnumber the original inhabitants.

As the population of Nassau grew, so did its populated areas. Today the city dominates the entire island and its satellite, Paradise Island[image: External link]. However, until the post-Second World War era, the outer suburbs scarcely existed. Most of New Providence was uncultivated bush until Loyalists were resettled there following the American Revolutionary War; they established several plantations, such as Clifton and Tusculum. Slaves were imported as labour.

After the British abolished the international slave trade in 1807, they resettled thousands of Africans liberated from slave ships by the Royal Navy[image: External link] on New Providence (at Adelaide Village and Gambier Village), along with other islands such as Grand Bahama, Exuma, Abaco and Inagua. In addition, slaves freed from American ships, such as the Creole case[image: External link] in 1841, were allowed to settle there. The largest concentration of Africans historically lived in the "Over-the-Hill" suburbs of Grants Town and Bain Town to the south of the city of Nassau, while most of the inhabitants of European descent lived on the island's northern coastal ridges.
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 History



See also: Piracy in the Caribbean[image: External link]

Nassau was formerly known as Charles Town; founded in 1670 by British Noblemen who brought British settlers with them to New Providence where they built a fort that was named Charles Town in honor of England’s King Charles II.[5] During the Raid on Charles Town[image: External link] the town was burned to the ground by the Spanish[image: External link] in 1684 during one of their frequent wars with the English. It was rebuilt and renamed to Nassau in 1695 under Governor Nicholas Trott in honour of the Dutch Stadtholder[image: External link] (stadhouder in Dutch) and later also King of England, Scotland and Ireland, William III[image: External link] from the Dutch[image: External link] House of Orange-Nassau[image: External link]. The name Nassau derives from the House of Nassau[image: External link] and ultimately from the town of Nassau, Rhineland-Palatinate[image: External link] in Germany.[6]

Due to a lack of effective governors (after Trott), Nassau fell on hard times. In 1703 Spanish and French allied forces briefly occupied[image: External link] Nassau. From 1703 to 1718 there was no governor in the colony and by 1713, the sparsely settled Bahamas had become a pirate[image: External link] haven. The Governor of Bermuda stated that there were over 1,000 pirates in Nassau and that they outnumbered the mere hundred inhabitants of the town. They proclaimed Nassau a pirate republic[image: External link], establishing themselves as "governors". Examples of pirates that used Nassau as their base are Charles Vane[image: External link], Thomas Barrow, Benjamin Hornigold[image: External link], Calico Jack Rackham[image: External link], Anne Bonny[image: External link], Mary Read[image: External link], and the infamous Edward Teach, better known as " Blackbeard[image: External link]".

In 1718, the British sought to regain control of the islands and appointed Captain Woodes Rogers[image: External link] as Royal governor. He successfully clamped down on the pirates, reformed the civil administration, and restored commerce. Rogers cleaned up Nassau and rebuilt the fort, using his own wealth to try to overcome problems. In 1720 the Spanish made an unsuccessful attempt to capture Nassau[image: External link].

During the wars in the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link], Nassau experienced an economic boom. With funds from privateering, a new fort, street lights and over 2300 sumptuous houses were built and Nassau was extended. In addition to this, mosquito breeding swamps were filled.

In 1776, the Battle of Nassau[image: External link] resulted in a brief occupation by American Continental Marines[image: External link] during the American War of Independence[image: External link], where the Marines staged their first amphibious raid on Fort Montague after attempting to sneak up on Fort Nassau. In 1778 after an overnight invasion, American raiders led by Captain Rathburn, left with ships, gunpowder and military stores after stopping in Nassau for only two days. In 1782 Spain captured Nassau[image: External link] for the last time when Don Juan de Cagigal, governor-general of Cuba, attacked New Providence with 5000 men. Andrew Deveaux[image: External link], an American Loyalist who resettled on the island, set forth to recapture Nassau[image: External link] for the British Crown and with 220 men and 150 muskets to face a force of 600 trained soldiers.

Lord Dunmore[image: External link] governed the colony from 1787 to 1796. He oversaw the construction of Fort Charlotte[image: External link] and Fort Fincastle in Nassau.

During the American Civil War[image: External link], Nassau served as a port for blockade runners[image: External link] making their way to and from ports along the southern Atlantic Coast for continued trade with the Confederacy.

In the 1920s and 1930s, Nassau profited from Prohibition in the United States[image: External link].
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 Geography



Located on New Providence Island[image: External link], Nassau has an attractive harbour, a colourful blend of old world and colonial architecture, and a busy port. The tropical climate[image: External link] and natural beauty of the Bahamas have made Nassau a popular tourist[image: External link] destination.

Nassau developed directly behind the port area. New Providence provides 200 km² of relatively flat and low-lying land intersected by low ridges (none of which restricted settlement). In the centre of the island there are several shallow lakes that are tidally connected.

The city's proximity to the United States (290 km east-southeast of Miami, Florida) has contributed to its popularity as a holiday resort, especially after the United States imposed a ban on travel to Cuba[image: External link] in 1963. The Atlantis[image: External link] resort on nearby Paradise Island[image: External link] accounts for more tourist arrivals to the city than any other hotel property. The mega-resort[image: External link] employs over 6,000 Bahamians, and is the largest employer outside government.
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 Climate



Nassau features a tropical monsoon climate[image: External link] with relatively consistent temperatures throughout the course of the year. Summertime temperatures reach about 32 degrees Celsius (90 degrees Fahrenheit) and the winter months have daytime temperatures between 23 and 27 °C (73 and 81 °F), rarely falling below 15 °C (59 °F).





	Climate data for Nassau



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Average high °C (°F)
	25.6

(78.1)
	25.7

(78.3)
	26.7

(80.1)
	27.9

(82.2)
	29.6

(85.3)
	31.1

(88)
	32.0

(89.6)
	32.1

(89.8)
	31.5

(88.7)
	30.0

(86)
	28.0

(82.4)
	26.4

(79.5)
	28.9

(84)



	Average low °C (°F)
	17.1

(62.8)
	17.3

(63.1)
	17.9

(64.2)
	19.3

(66.7)
	21.1

(70)
	23.0

(73.4)
	24.7

(76.5)
	23.8

(74.8)
	23.5

(74.3)
	22.3

(72.1)
	20.5

(68.9)
	18.4

(65.1)
	20.7

(69.3)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	47.2

(1.858)
	49.0

(1.929)
	54.4

(2.142)
	69.3

(2.728)
	104.9

(4.13)
	218.9

(8.618)
	160.5

(6.319)
	235.5

(9.272)
	163.1

(6.421)
	163.1

(6.421)
	80.5

(3.169)
	50.0

(1.969)
	1,396.4

(54.976)



	Average precipitation days
	8
	6
	7
	6
	10
	15
	17
	19
	17
	15
	10
	8
	138



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	220.1
	220.4
	257.3
	276.0
	269.7
	231.0
	272.8
	266.6
	213.0
	223.2
	222.0
	213.9
	2,886



	Source: World Meteorological Organization[image: External link] ( UN[image: External link]),[8] Hong Kong Observatory[image: External link] (sun only)[9]






	Average sea temperature



	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec



	73 °F
23 °C


	73 °F
23 °C


	75 °F
24 °C


	79 °F
26 °C


	81 °F
27 °C


	82 °F
28 °C


	82 °F
28 °C


	82 °F
28 °C


	82 °F
28 °C


	81 °F
27 °C


	79 °F
26 °C


	75 °F
24 °C
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 Urban development



During the 19th century, Nassau became urbanized, attracting rural residents. Growth since the 1950s has been outwards from the town. The 1788 heart of Nassau was just a few blocks of buildings between Government House and the harbour, but the town gradually expanded east to Malcolm's Park, south to Wulff Road, and west to Nassau Street. Grants Town and Bain Town south of the city became the main residential areas for those of African descent, and until about 30 years ago was the most populous part of the city.

Those of European descent built houses along the shore, east as far as Fort Montagu, west as far as Saunders Beach, and along the ridge edging the city. During the 20th century, the city spread east to Village Road and west to Fort Charlotte and Oakes Field. This semicircle of residential development was the main area of settlement until after the Second World War, and marks a distinct phase in the city's expansion, the outer boundary to this zone being the effective limit of the continuous built-up area. The wealthier residents continued to spread east (to East End Point) and West (to Lyford Cay[image: External link]).

In the last 40 years, residential development has been quite different. It has consisted mainly of planned middle-income sub-divisions. Since the 1960s, government has sponsored low-cost housing developments at Yellow Elder, Elizabeth Estates, and Pinewood Gardens, in the outer ring.
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 City centre



The city centre is the hub for all activities in Nassau. Thousands of people visit daily, to shop, dine, sightsee and to enjoy the tropical climate of the city. While the busiest part of central city is the Bay Street thoroughfare and the Woodes Rogers Walk, located across the street from the port and parallel to Bay, the area extends for several blocks in each direction. It starts at West Bay, around the Junkanoo Beach area. A few hotels and restaurants are located on West Bay.

The next landmark is the British Colonial Hotel, which marks the beginning of Bay Street proper. Pirates of Nassau Museum is just across from the British Colonial Hilton[image: External link]. The next few blocks of Bay Street are wall-to-wall boutiques, with a few restaurants and clubs interspersed throughout the retailers.

Historical landmarks are also in the vicinity, including Vendue House, Christ Church Cathedral, and the Nassau Public Library[image: External link]. Although the tourist part of the city centre peters out after about seven blocks, smaller, more local stores are found all the way down Bay Street. At this point, Bay Street becomes East Bay.

The new Straw Market is also a very busy place. After a fire in 2001 it has been rebuilt with a new, more modern look. It consists of four sections that lead to Nassau Harbour in the back. Also in that area are some jewellery shops and bars.

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 Cable Beach



Cable Beach is recognised as the hotel district of Nassau. Fivehotels—two of which are all-inclusive—are located on this strip. The area is also known for its dining, the Crystal Palace Casino, and the golden sands of Cable Beach. Most of the area's restaurants are located either in the hotels or across the street. There is little to no nightlife. There is a bit of shopping, most of it located in the Wyndham. The commercial future of Cable Beach is being re-imagined with the development of Baha Mar, a resort and casino project that will bring more than 2,000 hotel rooms and the largest gaming and convention facility in the Caribbean to this section of New Providence Island, but the project has stalled at over 90 percent completion and the developers have declared bankruptcy.
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 Demographics





	Historical population



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1901
	12,534
	—    



	1931
	19,756
	+57.6%



	1943
	29,391
	+48.8%



	1953
	46,125
	+56.9%



	1963
	80,907
	+75.4%



	1970
	102,005
	+26.1%



	1980
	135,437
	+32.8%



	1990
	172,196
	+27.1%



	2000
	210,832
	+22.4%



	2010
	246,329
	+16.8%



	Source: [10]




Nassau had a population[image: External link] of 128,420 females and 117,909 males and was home to 70,222 households[image: External link] with an average family size of 3.5 according to the 2010 census[image: External link].[11] Nassau's large population in relation to the remainder of the Bahamas[image: External link] is the result of waves of immigration[image: External link] from the Family Islands[image: External link] to the capital[image: External link]. Consequently, this has led to the decline in the population of the lesser developed islands and the rapid growth of Nassau.[12][13]
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 Transport
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 Air



Lynden Pindling International Airport[image: External link] (formerly Nassau International Airport) is located 16 kilometres (9.9 mi) from Nassau. New Providence Airport[image: External link] on Paradise Island[image: External link] was closed in 1999 with runway removed and integrated into the resort on the island. The Lynden Pindling Airport was recently renovated with separate terminal for International travel and domestic travel. Passengers typically have to wait at least 30 minutes for their luggage and another 30 minutes to clear customs.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Water



Ferries (boats) provide water travel around Nassau to the surrounding islands, namely Paradise Island[image: External link]. Prince George Wharf is the main port in the city that serves cruise ships with ports of call in Nassau. Transportation and shipping around the Family Islands is primarily through mailboats based at Potters Cay. International shipping is done through the Arawak Port Department on Arawak Cay. High speed excursions to Exuma, Spanish Wells and Harbour Island are available daily.
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 Roads



Public jitney buses and taxis provide transport in and around Nassau. Rental cars are also available in the city and at the airport.

Major roads in Nassau include:


	Bay Street

	Eastern Road

	Blue Hill Road

	East Street

	Adelaide Road

	Shirley Street

	Soldier Road

	Carmicheal Road

	Prince Charles Drive

	John F Kennedy Drive

	Fox Hill Road

	Wulff Road

	Robinson Road



The major road in Nassau is Bay Street for tourists. Bay Street runs the entire length of the Island from East to West. Bay Street also provided beautiful beachfront views. The downtown area and the cruise ships are in walking proximity.

Vehicles in Nassau drive on the left side like in Britain, but many vehicles are imported from the United States with left hand steering wheel.

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Culture



Main article: Culture of the Bahamas[image: External link]
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 UNESCO Creative Cities Network



Nassau has been recognized as a part of the UNESCO[image: External link] Creative Cities Network[image: External link] as a city of Crafts and Folk Art. It is one of only three Caribbean[image: External link] cities to receive this honor.[14]

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Junkanoo



The city's chief festival is Junkanoo[image: External link], an energetic, colourful street parade of brightly costumed people dancing to the rhythmic accompaniment of cowbells, drums and whistles. The word 'Junkanoo' is named after the founder 'John Kanoo'. The celebration occurs on December 26, July 10 and January 1, beginning in the early hours of the morning (1:00 a.m.) and ending around 10 a.m.

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 In popular culture



Nassau was featured as an important location in several movies, including the Beatles[image: External link] film Help![image: External link] and the James Bond[image: External link] films Thunderball[image: External link], (1965) and Never Say Never Again[image: External link], (a remake of Thunderball) (1983) and also for part of the action in Casino Royale[image: External link] (2006). In 1981, it was used as a location for the ocean scene (in the film portrayed as being in Greece[image: External link]) in For Your Eyes Only[image: External link].[15]

Several other late 20th and 21st century movies have been set here, including After the Sunset[image: External link], Into the Blue[image: External link] (2005), and Flipper[image: External link] (1996).

It hosted the Miss Universe 2009[image: External link] pageant.

Nassau was featured as a primary location in the 2013 video game Assassin's Creed IV: Black Flag[image: External link][16] and in the 2014 TV series Black Sails[image: External link]. Nassau was also mentioned in American rapper Future's[image: External link] song 'March Madness[image: External link]'.

In 2005, a book about the 20th century's most famous murder, which happened in Nassau, was published to critical acclaim. Blood and Fire: The Duke of Windsor and the Strange Murder of Sir Harry Oakes by John Marquis, was praised in the Wall Street Journal as being in the top five books in its genre. Marquis was managing editor of the Bahamas' leading daily, The Tribune, for ten years from 1999 to 2009.

Another book by Marquis - Papa Doc: Portrait of a Haitian Tyrant - was based on a spy trial in Haiti in 1968 in which the Bahamas Director of Information, David Knox, was sentenced to death,
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 Twin towns – Sister cities



Nassau has six sister cities worldwide:


	Detroit[image: External link], Michigan, USA[17]

	Winston-Salem[image: External link], North Carolina, USA[18][19]

	Acapulco[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link]

	Shanghai[image: External link], China[image: External link]

	Paraná[image: External link], Argentina[image: External link]

	Kish Island[image: External link], Iran[image: External link]
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 See also




	Ardastra Gardens, Zoo and Conservation Centre[image: External link]

	List of Caribbean Cities and Towns by population[image: External link]

	Nassau Public Library[image: External link]
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Margate, Florida






Margate is a city in Broward County[image: External link], Florida[image: External link], United States. As of the 2010 census[image: External link], the city had a population of 53,284. It is part of the Miami–Fort Lauderdale–Pompano Beach Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link], which is home to 5,564,635 people.

It was founded in the 1950s, when much of it was still either part of the Everglades[image: External link] or farmland[image: External link]. It then became a town in 1955, when land development[image: External link] became prominent due to an influx of people moving to Margate. Soon after, in 1961, it was officially incorporated as a city. The name of the city itself is a portmanteau[image: External link] of the first three letters of the founder's last name, Jack Marqusee, and the first four letters of gateway, since it was considered a "gateway" to western Broward County.[5] The city also has a waterpark[image: External link] called Calypso Cove, and two golf courses[image: External link], with one of them also tennis court[image: External link] as well: The Carolina Golf Club, and the Oriole Golf and Tennis Club.[6]
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 Geography



Margate is located at 26°14′47″N 80°12′44″W[image: External link].,[7] and it is seven and one-half miles from the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link].

According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 8.98 square miles (23 km2), of which 8.81 square miles (23 km2) is land and 0.17 square miles (0 km2) is water (1.89%).
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 Demographics





	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1960[image: External link]
	2,646
	
	—



	1970[image: External link]
	8,867
	
	235.1%



	1980[image: External link]
	35,900
	
	304.9%



	1990[image: External link]
	42,985
	
	19.7%



	2000[image: External link]
	53,909
	
	25.4%



	2010[image: External link]
	53,284
	
	−1.2%



	Est. 2015
	57,234
	[8]
	7.4%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[9]








	Margate Demographics



	2010 Census[image: External link]
	Margate
	Broward County
	Florida



	Total population
	53,284
	1,748,066
	18,801,310



	Population, percent change, 2000 to 2010
	-1.2%
	+7.7%
	+17.6%



	Population density
	6,017.8/sq mi
	1,444.9/sq mi
	350.6/sq mi



	White or Caucasian[image: External link] (including White Hispanic[image: External link])
	62.0%
	63.1%
	75.0%



	(Non-Hispanic White or Caucasian[image: External link])
	46.0%
	43.5%
	57.9%



	Black or African-American[image: External link]
	25.8%
	26.7%
	16.0%



	Hispanic or Latino (of any race)[image: External link]
	22.2%
	25.1%
	22.5%



	Asian[image: External link]
	4.0%
	3.2%
	2.4%



	Native American[image: External link] or Native Alaskan[image: External link]
	0.4%
	0.3%
	0.4%



	Pacific Islander[image: External link] or Native Hawaiian[image: External link]
	0.1%
	0.1%
	0.1%



	Two or more races (Multiracial)[image: External link]
	3.3%
	2.9%
	2.5%



	Some Other Race[image: External link]
	3.6%
	3.7%
	3.6%




As of 2010, there were 24,863 households, with 13.6% being vacant. In 2000, there were 22,714 households out of which 25.8% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 49.1% were married couples[image: External link] living together, 10.2% had a female householder with no husband present, and 36.9% were non-families. 30.8% of all households were made up of individuals and 18.0% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.36 and the average family size was 2.95.

In 2000, the city the population was spread out with 20.9% under the age of 18, 6.5% from 18 to 24, 29.2% from 25 to 44, 21.7% from 45 to 64, and 21.7% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 40 years. For every 100 females there were 89.5 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 85.6 males.

In 2000, the median income for a household in the city was $38,722, and the median income for a family was $48,254. Males had a median income of $35,630 versus $26,624 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $20,308. About 5.5% of families and 8.4% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 10.7% of those under age 18 and 10.4% of those age 65 or over.

As of 2000, 75.9% of residents speak English[image: External link] as their first language[image: External link], 13.8% speak Spanish[image: External link], 2.85% French Creole[image: External link], 1.69% French[image: External link], and 1.20% Italian[image: External link].[10]

As of 2000, Margate was the sixty-sixth most Colombian[image: External link]-populated area in the US at 2.22% of residents.[11] It was also the forty-ninth most Haitian[image: External link]-populated area (tied with Pleasantville, New Jersey[image: External link]) at 3.2%[12] and forty-third most Jamaican[image: External link]-populated area (tied with Opa-locka[image: External link]) at 3% of the population.[13]
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 Education



Margate is served by seven public schools operated by Broward County Public Schools[image: External link].

Elementary schools


	Atlantic West Elementary (STEAM Magnet School)

	Liberty Elementary (STEM Magnet School) 2016 Magnet School of Excellence[image: External link]

	Margate Elementary



Middle school


	Margate Middle School (STEM Magnet School)



High schools


	Atlantic Technical High School[image: External link] (in neighboring Coconut Creek[image: External link])

	Coconut Creek High School[image: External link] (in neighboring Coconut Creek)

	Coral Springs High School[image: External link] (in neighboring Coral Springs)



Charter Schools


	Broward Math and Science Schools (K-8)

	RISE Academy (K-8)

	West Broward Academy (K-8)



Charter High Schools


	Ascend Academy (9-12)

	SunEd High School of North Broward (9-12)



Private schools


	Abundant Life Christian Academy

	Faith Baptist Academy

	Hebrew Academy Community School

	Winfield Christian Academy



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable people




	Shayne Gostisbehere[image: External link], professional hockey player for the Philadelphia Flyers[image: External link]

	Brandon Knight[image: External link], who played basketball as a child in Margate's recreation league at Firefighter's Park, is now a point guard with the NBA Phoenix Suns. For the past three years, he has returned to Margate Florida where he gives free backpacks stuffed with school supplies[image: External link] to children before the start of the school year.

	Josh Smith[image: External link], Margate native and Abundant Life Christian Academy student made his Major League debut on June 23, 2015 for the Cincinnati Reds pitching a series opener against the Pittsburgh Pirates. He returned to the MLB on May 3, 2017[image: External link] as a relief pitcher for the Oakland Athletics.

	Kaye Stevens[image: External link], American singer and actress, lived in the City of Margate for more than 45 years (from the 1950s to 2004). She did public relations for Jack Marquesee, the City's developer. Many Margate residents referred to Stevens as the "First Lady of Margate" because every time she appeared on game shows, she would place a sign next to her nameplate that read "Hello Margate." She promoted Margate as "a great place to live and raise a family." Stevens served as Grand Marshal in many of the City's 4 July parades, and a City park is named in her honor. When Stevens was home in Margate for the Christmas holiday, she would gather her neighbors and friends and go to the Margate Hospital to sing Christmas carols to the patients.
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	City of Margate official website[image: External link]

	MargateNews.net[image: External link] Independent news media. Launching its first edition online in 2009 MargateNews.net continues to be the city’s premiere news source for politics, government, business, people, places, schools and events in the City of Margate, Florida.
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Punch (combat)






A punch is a striking[image: External link] blow with the fist.[1] It is used in some martial arts[image: External link] and combat sports[image: External link], most notably boxing where it is the only type of offensive technique allowed. In sports, hand wraps[image: External link] or other padding such as gloves may be used to protect athletes and practitioners from injuring themselves.[2][3]

The use of punches varies between different martial arts and combat sports. Styles such as boxing or Russian fist fighting[image: External link] use punches alone, while others such as kickboxing[image: External link] or karate[image: External link] may use both punches and kicks[image: External link]. Others such as wrestling[image: External link] and judo (punches and other striking techniques, atemi[image: External link], are present in judo kata, but are forbidden in competitions) do not use punches at all. There are many types of punches and as a result, different styles encompass varying types of punching techniques.
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 Basic types



This is not a comprehensive list of all punches, due to the large diversity of schools of practice whose techniques, employing arm, shoulder, hip and leg work, may invariably differ.



	Name
	Description



	Backfist
	A backfist is performed by forming a fist and striking with the tops of the two largest knuckles.[4] A spinning backfist is performed when the attacker swivels 360 degrees before landing the punch, adding extra momentum to the attack. The fighter will lunge and begin spinning toward the side of the opponent of which fist he or she will attack with. Simpler terms, go to the left, spin to the left and connect with the left fist and vice versa.[5]



	Chambered Punch
	A strike commonly performed in karate, kung fu, and tae kwon do, originating from a "chambered" position.



	Cross[image: External link] or straight
	A direct straight punch similar to the jab, except delivered with the rear hand. Power is generated through the rotation of the hips.[6][7]



	Jab[image: External link]
	The jab is a straight blow delivered (generally from a distance) with the arm above the lead foot ... The punch is quick and explosive. This punch must land from the very tips of the knuckles and not from a flat fist. " It is generally used for distraction, keeping distance, setting up, and defense.[8][9]



	Long Fist[image: External link]
	By tucking the fingertips against the bottom knuckle of each finger, a long fist is formed. They offer decreased strength but increased reach. The striking surface is also narrower, which allows the fist to dig between ribs and other soft target areas.



	Hammer Fist[image: External link]
	A compacted fist is brought down upon the target, usually using the side of the hand or wrist.[10]



	Haymaker
	A punch in which the arm is whipped sideways from the shoulder joint with minimal elbow bend. The name is derived from the motion, which mimics the action of manually cutting hay by swinging a scythe[image: External link]. The haymaker is considered an imperfect/impure punch, as the angle of approach is unsupported by the remainder of the forearm. Since a haymaker's power is derived completely from weight transfer and momentum instead of muscle contraction, a long windup is required to generate sufficient force. Haymakers, in the form of shoulder punches, are frequently used from a mounted position[image: External link] in mixed martial arts as part of the "ground and pound" method, as the legs cannot be used to generate power. When thrown from standing, these punches leave the person vulnerable to a counter punch during the wind up, if blocked, or if the haymaker misses.[11]



	Hook[image: External link]
	A punch involving the use of turning to aim toward the side of the head or body. This punch must land from the very tips of the knuckles and not from a flat fist.[12]



	Overhand[image: External link]
	A semi-circular and vertical punch thrown with the rear hand. It is usually when the opponent is bobbing[image: External link] or slipping[image: External link]. The strategic utility of the drop relying on body weight can deliver a great deal of power. This punch must land from the very tips of the knuckles and not from a flat fist.



	Shovel Hook
	A close range punch that is halfway between a hook and an uppercut. Shovel hooks are most commonly used to strike the body at a 45 degree angle. For example, a liver shot can be done using a shovel hook. This punch must land from the very tips of the knuckles and not from a flat fist.[13]



	Uppercut[image: External link]
	The fist is raised vertically towards the target, usually the head or upper body. Since most guards are held with the arms in a vertical position, the uppercut can be used to avoid the opponent's attempts at blocking. This punch must land from the very tips of the knuckles and not from a flat fist.



	Upset Punch
	Starts with the fist in the chambered position, with the palm facing downwards, delivered to the abdomen or solar plexus.



	Casting Punch
	This is a punch used in Sambo[image: External link] and MMA that starts with a forward motion of the shoulders, which causes the bent arm to whip forward to the opponent. This punch can often cause the opponent to be put in a clinch if it misses at close range.[14]



	Superman Punch[image: External link]
	A superman punch or diving punch is a technique used in Muay Thai[image: External link], ITF-style Taekwon-Do[image: External link], full contact karate[image: External link] and mixed martial arts fighting. The striker will lunge toward the opponent pushing off with the back foot punching with the opposite arm of the leg used to push off with although there may be variations in the name and technique, depending on the fighting style. The pose should resemble that of Superman flying through the air, hence the name.



	Sucker punch[image: External link]
	A punch that takes the enemy by surprise, possibly knocking them out or otherwise incapacitating them. Could be an unexpected blow to the stomach or a strike from behind that the victim did not see coming.
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 Styles
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 Boxing



Main article: Boxing punches[image: External link]

In boxing, punches are classified according to the motion and direction of the strike; contact is always made with the knuckles. There are four primary punches in boxing: the jab[image: External link], cross[image: External link], hook[image: External link], and uppercut[image: External link].
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 Karate



Punching techniques in Karate[image: External link] are called tsuki[image: External link] or zuki. Contact is made with the first two knuckles (seiken).[15] If any other part of the hand is used to strike with, such as the back of the fist (uraken) or the bottom of the fist (tetsui), then the blow is classified as a strike[image: External link] (uchi).

Karate punches include the thrust punch oi-zuki[image: External link] made using the lead-hand, straight punch choku-zuki[image: External link], reverse punch gyaku-zuki[image: External link], made from the opposite hand, and many other variations.[16]
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Miami






This article is about the city in Florida. For other uses, see Miami (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Miami (/maI'aemi /[image: External link]; Spanish pronunciation:  [miˈami][image: External link]) is a seaport[image: External link] city at the southeastern[image: External link] corner of the U.S. state of Florida[image: External link] and its Atlantic[image: External link] coast. As the seat of Miami-Dade County[image: External link], the municipality is the principal, central, and the most populous city of the Miami metropolitan area[image: External link] and part of the second-most populous metropolis[image: External link] in the southeastern United States[image: External link].[7] According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Miami's metro area is the eighth-most populous and fourth-largest urban area[image: External link] in the U.S., with a population of around 5.5 million.[8][9]

Miami is a major center, and a leader in finance, commerce, culture, media, entertainment, the arts, and international trade.[10][11] In 2012, Miami was classified as an Alpha−World City[image: External link] in the World Cities Study Group's inventory.[12] In 2010, Miami ranked seventh in the United States in terms of finance, commerce, culture, entertainment, fashion, education, and other sectors. It ranked 33rd among global cities.[13] In 2008, Forbes[image: External link] magazine ranked Miami "America's Cleanest City", for its year-round good air quality, vast green spaces, clean drinking water, clean streets, and citywide recycling programs.[14] According to a 2009 UBS[image: External link] study of 73 world cities, Miami was ranked as the richest city in the United States, and the world's fifth-richest city in terms of purchasing power[image: External link].[15] Miami is nicknamed the "Capital of Latin America[image: External link]"[1] and is the largest city with a Cuban-American[image: External link] plurality.[16]

Miami has the third tallest skyline[image: External link] in the U.S. with over 300 high-rises[image: External link]. Downtown Miami[image: External link] is home to the largest concentration of international banks in the United States, and many large national and international companies.[17][18] The Civic Center[image: External link] is a major center for hospitals, research institutes[image: External link], medical centers, and biotechnology[image: External link] industries. For more than two decades, the Port of Miami[image: External link], known as the "Cruise Capital of the World", has been the number one cruise passenger port in the world. It accommodates some of the world's largest cruise ships[image: External link] and operations, and is the busiest port in both passenger traffic and cruise lines.[19][20] Metropolitan Miami is the major tourism hub in the American South, number two in the U.S. after New York City and number 13 in the world, including the popular destination of Miami Beach[image: External link].[21]
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 History



Main articles: History of Miami[image: External link] and Timeline of Miami[image: External link]

See also: National Register of Historic Places listings in Miami, Florida[image: External link]

The Miami area was inhabited for thousands of years by indigenous Native American tribes. The Tequestas[image: External link] occupied the area for a thousand years before encountering Europeans. An Indian village of hundreds of people dating to 500–600 B.C. was located at the mouth of the Miami River.[22]

In 1566 the explorer, Pedro Menéndez de Avilés[image: External link], claimed it for Spain[image: External link]. A Spanish mission[image: External link] was constructed one year later in 1567. Spain and Great Britain successively "controlled" Florida, and Spain ceded it to the United States in 1821. In 1836, the US built Fort Dallas[image: External link] as part of its development of the Florida Territory and attempt to suppress and remove the Seminole[image: External link]. The Miami area subsequently became a site of fighting during the Second Seminole War[image: External link].

Miami is noted as "the only major city in the United States conceived by a woman, Julia Tuttle[image: External link]",[23] a local citrus grower and a wealthy Cleveland[image: External link] native. The Miami area was better known as "Biscayne Bay Country" in the early years of its growth. In the late 19th century, reports described the area as a promising wilderness.[24] The area was also characterized as "one of the finest building sites in Florida."[25] The Great Freeze[image: External link] of 1894–95 hastened Miami's growth, as the crops of the Miami area were the only ones in Florida that survived. Julia Tuttle subsequently convinced Henry Flagler[image: External link], a railroad tycoon[image: External link], to expand his Florida East Coast Railway[image: External link] to the region, for which she became known as "the mother of Miami."[26][27] Miami was officially incorporated as a city on July 28, 1896 with a population of just over 300.[28] It was named for the nearby Miami River[image: External link], derived from Mayaimi[image: External link], the historic name of Lake Okeechobee[image: External link].[29]

Black labor played a crucial role in Miami's early development. During the beginning of the 20th century, migrants from the Bahamas[image: External link] and African-Americans constituted 40 percent of the city's population.[30]:25 Whatever their role in the city's growth, their community's growth was limited to a small space. When landlords began to rent homes to African-Americans in neighborhoods close to Avenue J (what would later become NW Fifth Avenue), a gang of white men with torches visited the renting families and warned them to move or be bombed.[30]:33

During the early 20th century, northerners were attracted to the city, and Miami prospered during the 1920s with an increase in population and infrastructure. The legacy of Jim Crow[image: External link] was embedded in these developments. Miami's chief of police, H. Leslie Quigg, did not hide the fact that he, like many other white Miami police officers, was a member of the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link]. Unsurprisingly, these officers enforced social codes far beyond the written law. Quigg, for example, "personally and publicly beat a colored bellboy to death for speaking directly to a white woman."[30]:53

The collapse of the Florida land boom of the 1920s[image: External link], the 1926 Miami Hurricane[image: External link], and the Great Depression[image: External link] in the 1930s slowed development. When World War II[image: External link] began, Miami, well-situated on the southern coast of Florida, became a base for US defense against German submarines[image: External link]. The war brought an increase in Miami's population; by 1940, 172,172 people lived in the city.

After Fidel Castro[image: External link] rose to power in Cuba[image: External link] in 1959, many wealthy Cubans sought refuge in Miami, further increasing the population. The city developed businesses and cultural amenities as part of the New South[image: External link]. In the 1980s and 1990s, South Florida weathered social problems related to drug wars, immigration from Haiti and Latin America, and the widespread destruction of Hurricane Andrew.[31] Racial and cultural tensions were sometimes sparked, but the city developed in the latter half of the 20th century as a major international, financial, and cultural center. It is the second-largest US city (after El Paso[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]) with a Spanish-speaking majority, and the largest city with a Cuban-American[image: External link] plurality.[16]

Miami and its metropolitan area grew from just over 1,000 residents to nearly 5.5 million residents in just 110 years (1896–2006). The city's nickname, The Magic City, comes from this rapid growth. Winter visitors remarked that the city grew so much from one year to the next that it was like magic.[31]
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 Geography



Miami and its suburbs are located on a broad plain between the Florida Everglades[image: External link] to the west and Biscayne Bay[image: External link] to the east, which also extends from Florida Bay[image: External link] north to Lake Okeechobee[image: External link]. The elevation of the area never rises above 40 ft (12 m)[32] and averages at around 6 ft (1.8 m)[33] above mean sea level in most neighborhoods, especially near the coast. The highest undulations are found along the coastal Miami Rock Ridge[image: External link], whose substrate underlies most of the eastern Miami metropolitan region. The main portion of the city lies on the shores of Biscayne Bay which contains several hundred natural and artificially created barrier islands[image: External link], the largest of which contains Miami Beach[image: External link] and South Beach[image: External link]. The Gulf Stream[image: External link], a warm ocean current[image: External link], runs northward just 15 miles (24 km) off the coast, allowing the city's climate to stay warm and mild all year.
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 Geology



The surface bedrock under the Miami area is called Miami oolite[image: External link] or Miami limestone[image: External link]. This bedrock is covered by a thin layer of soil, and is no more than 50 feet (15 m) thick. Miami limestone formed as the result of the drastic changes in sea level associated with recent glaciations[image: External link] or ice ages[image: External link]. Beginning some 130,000 years ago the Sangamonian Stage[image: External link] raised sea levels to approximately 25 feet (8 m) above the current level. All of southern Florida was covered by a shallow sea. Several parallel lines of reef formed along the edge of the submerged Florida plateau[image: External link], stretching from the present Miami area to what is now the Dry Tortugas[image: External link]. The area behind this reef line was in effect a large lagoon, and the Miami limestone formed throughout the area from the deposition of oolites and the shells of bryozoans[image: External link]. Starting about 100,000 years ago the Wisconsin glaciation[image: External link] began lowering sea levels, exposing the floor of the lagoon. By 15,000 years ago, the sea level had dropped to 300 to 350 feet (90 to 110 m) below the contemporary level. The sea level rose quickly after that, stabilizing at the current level about 4000 years ago, leaving the mainland[image: External link] of South Florida just above sea level[image: External link].

Beneath the plain lies the Biscayne Aquifer[image: External link],[35] a natural underground source of fresh water that extends from southern Palm Beach County[image: External link] to Florida Bay[image: External link], with its highest point peaking around the cities of Miami Springs[image: External link] and Hialeah[image: External link]. Most of the Miami metropolitan area[image: External link] obtains its drinking water from this aquifer. As a result of the aquifer, it is not possible to dig more than 15 to 20 ft (5 to 6 m) beneath the city without hitting water, which impedes underground construction, though some underground parking garages[image: External link] exist. For this reason, the mass transit[image: External link] systems in and around Miami are elevated or at-grade[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Most of the western fringes of the city extend into the Everglades[image: External link], a subtropical marshland located in the southern portion of the U.S. state of Florida. Alligators[image: External link] have ventured into Miami communities and on major highways.

In terms of land area, Miami is one of the smallest major cities in the United States. According to the US Census Bureau[image: External link], the city encompasses a total area of 55.27 sq mi (143.1 km2). Of that area, 35.67 sq mi (92.4 km2) is land and 19.59 sq mi (50.7 km2) is water. That means Miami comprises over 400,000 people in 35 square miles (91 km2), making it one of the most densely populated cities in the United States, along with New York City, San Francisco, Boston, Chicago, and Philadelphia.
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 Cityscape



See also: List of tallest buildings in Miami[image: External link]
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 Neighborhoods



Main article: Neighborhoods in Miami[image: External link]






Miami is partitioned into many different sections, roughly into North, South, West and Downtown. The heart of the city is Downtown Miami[image: External link] and is technically on the eastern side of the city. This area includes Brickell[image: External link], Virginia Key[image: External link], Watson Island[image: External link], and PortMiami[image: External link]. Downtown is South Florida[image: External link]'s central business district, and Florida's largest and most influential central business district. Downtown has the largest concentration of international banks in the U.S. along Brickell Avenue[image: External link]. Downtown is home to many major banks, courthouses[image: External link], financial headquarters, cultural and tourist attractions, schools, parks and a large residential population. East of Downtown, across Biscayne Bay[image: External link] is South Beach[image: External link]. Just northwest of Downtown, is the Civic Center[image: External link], which is Miami's center for hospitals, research institutes[image: External link] and biotechnology[image: External link] with hospitals such as Jackson Memorial Hospital[image: External link], Miami VA Hospital, and the University of Miami's Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine[image: External link].

The southern side of Miami includes Coral Way[image: External link], The Roads[image: External link] and Coconut Grove[image: External link]. Coral Way is a historic residential neighborhood built in 1922 connecting Downtown with Coral Gables[image: External link], and is home to many old homes and tree-lined streets. Coconut Grove was established in 1825 and is the location of Miami's City Hall in Dinner Key[image: External link], the Coconut Grove Playhouse[image: External link], CocoWalk[image: External link], many nightclubs[image: External link], bars, restaurants and bohemian[image: External link] shops, and as such, is very popular with local college students[image: External link]. It is a historic neighborhood with narrow, winding roads, and a heavy tree canopy. Coconut Grove has many parks and gardens such as Villa Vizcaya[image: External link], The Kampong[image: External link], The Barnacle Historic State Park[image: External link], and is the home of the Coconut Grove Convention Center and numerous historic homes and estates.

The western side of Miami includes Little Havana[image: External link], West Flagler, and Flagami[image: External link], and is home to many of the city's traditionally immigrant neighborhoods. Although at one time a mostly Jewish neighborhood, today western Miami is home to immigrants from mostly Central America and Cuba[image: External link], while the west central neighborhood of Allapattah[image: External link] is a multicultural community of many ethnicities.

The northern side of Miami includes Midtown[image: External link], a district with a great mix of diversity with many West Indians[image: External link], Hispanics[image: External link], European Americans[image: External link], bohemians[image: External link], and artists. Edgewater[image: External link], and Wynwood[image: External link], are neighborhoods of Midtown and are made up mostly of high-rise residential towers and are home to the Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link]. The wealthier residents usually live in the northeastern part, in Midtown, the Design District[image: External link], and the Upper East Side[image: External link], with many sought after 1920s homes and home of the MiMo Historic District[image: External link], a style of architecture originated in Miami in the 1950s. The northern side of Miami also has notable African American and Caribbean immigrant communities such as Little Haiti[image: External link], Overtown[image: External link] (home of the Lyric Theater[image: External link]), and Liberty City[image: External link].
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 Climate



Main article: Climate of Miami[image: External link]

Miami has a tropical monsoon climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link] Am)[36][37] with a marked drier season in the winter. Its sea-level elevation, coastal location, position just above the Tropic of Cancer[image: External link], and proximity to the Gulf Stream[image: External link] shape its climate. With January averaging 68.2 °F (20.1 °C), winter features highs generally ranging between 73–80 °F (23–27 °C). Cool air usually settles after the passage of a cold front[image: External link], which produces much of the little amount of rainfall during the season. Lows fall below 50 °F (10 °C), an average of 10–15 nights during the winter season following the passage of cold fronts.

The wet season begins some time in May, ending in mid-October. During this period, temperatures are in the mid 80s to low 90s (29–35 °C), accompanied by high humidity, though the heat is often relieved by afternoon thunderstorms[image: External link] or a sea breeze[image: External link] that develops off the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link], which then allow lower temperatures, but conditions still remain very muggy. Much of the year's 55.9 inches (1,420 mm) of rainfall occurs during this period. Dew points[image: External link] in the warm months range from 71.9 °F (22.2 °C) in June to 73.7 °F (23.2 °C) in August.[38]

Extremes range from 27 °F (−2.8 °C) on February 3, 1917 to 100 °F (38 °C) on July 21, 1940.[39] While Miami has never officially recorded snowfall at any official weather station since records have been kept, snow flurries[image: External link] fell in some parts of Miami on January 19, 1977.[40][41][42][43]

Hurricane season[image: External link] officially runs from June 1 through November 30, although hurricanes can develop beyond those dates. The most likely time for Miami to be hit is during the peak of the Cape Verde[image: External link] season, which is mid-August through the end of September.[44] Although tornadoes are uncommon in the area, one struck in 1925[image: External link] and again in 1997[image: External link].



Miami falls under the USDA[image: External link] 10b/11a Plant Hardiness zone[image: External link].[45]




	Climate data for Miami ( MIA[image: External link]), 1981−2010 normals,[a] extremes 1895−present[b]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	88

(31)
	89

(32)
	93

(34)
	96

(36)
	96

(36)
	98

(37)
	100

(38)
	98

(37)
	97

(36)
	95

(35)
	91

(33)
	89

(32)
	100

(38)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	84.3

(29.1)
	85.5

(29.7)
	87.9

(31.1)
	90.2

(32.3)
	92.3

(33.5)
	94.0

(34.4)
	94.6

(34.8)
	95.0

(35)
	93.1

(33.9)
	90.7

(32.6)
	86.9

(30.5)
	84.8

(29.3)
	96.1

(35.6)



	Average high °F (°C)
	76.4

(24.7)
	78.1

(25.6)
	80.3

(26.8)
	83.2

(28.4)
	87.0

(30.6)
	89.5

(31.9)
	90.9

(32.7)
	91.0

(32.8)
	89.3

(31.8)
	86.2

(30.1)
	81.7

(27.6)
	77.9

(25.5)
	84.3

(29.1)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	68.2

(20.1)
	70.2

(21.2)
	72.6

(22.6)
	75.8

(24.3)
	79.9

(26.6)
	82.7

(28.2)
	84.1

(28.9)
	84.2

(29)
	82.9

(28.3)
	79.9

(26.6)
	74.9

(23.8)
	70.5

(21.4)
	77.2

(25.1)



	Average low °F (°C)
	59.9

(15.5)
	62.3

(16.8)
	64.9

(18.3)
	68.3

(20.2)
	72.9

(22.7)
	76.0

(24.4)
	77.3

(25.2)
	77.4

(25.2)
	76.5

(24.7)
	73.5

(23.1)
	68.1

(20.1)
	63.0

(17.2)
	70.0

(21.1)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	43.1

(6.2)
	46.6

(8.1)
	50.6

(10.3)
	57.3

(14.1)
	65.3

(18.5)
	70.7

(21.5)
	72.3

(22.4)
	72.3

(22.4)
	72.1

(22.3)
	63.8

(17.7)
	54.9

(12.7)
	46.3

(7.9)
	40.1

(4.5)



	Record low °F (°C)
	28

(−2)
	27

(−3)
	32

(0)
	39

(4)
	50

(10)
	60

(16)
	66

(19)
	67

(19)
	62

(17)
	45

(7)
	36

(2)
	30

(−1)
	27

(−3)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	1.62

(41.1)
	2.25

(57.2)
	3.00

(76.2)
	3.14

(79.8)
	5.34

(135.6)
	9.67

(245.6)
	6.50

(165.1)
	8.88

(225.6)
	9.86

(250.4)
	6.33

(160.8)
	3.27

(83.1)
	2.04

(51.8)
	61.9

(1,572.3)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.9
	6.5
	7.0
	6.4
	10.0
	16.4
	16.9
	18.9
	17.9
	12.7
	8.4
	7.2
	135.2



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	72.7
	70.9
	69.5
	67.3
	71.6
	76.2
	74.8
	76.2
	77.8
	74.9
	73.8
	72.5
	73.2



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	219.8
	216.9
	277.2
	293.8
	301.3
	288.7
	308.7
	288.3
	262.2
	260.2
	220.8
	216.1
	3,154



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	66
	69
	75
	77
	72
	70
	73
	71
	71
	73
	68
	66
	71



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity and sun 1961–1990),[38][46][47] The Weather Channel[48]
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 Demographics





	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1900[image: External link]
	1,681
	
	—



	1910[image: External link]
	5,471
	
	225.5%



	1920[image: External link]
	29,571
	
	440.5%



	1930[image: External link]
	110,637
	
	274.1%



	1940[image: External link]
	172,172
	
	55.6%



	1950[image: External link]
	249,276
	
	44.8%



	1960[image: External link]
	291,688
	
	17.0%



	1970[image: External link]
	334,859
	
	14.8%



	1980[image: External link]
	346,681
	
	3.5%



	1990[image: External link]
	358,548
	
	3.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	362,470
	
	1.1%



	2010[image: External link]
	399,457
	
	10.2%



	Est. 2015
	441,003
	[49]
	10.4%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[50]






The city proper is home to less than one-thirteenth of the population of South Florida. Miami is the 42nd-most populous city in the United States. The Miami metropolitan area[image: External link], which includes Miami-Dade[image: External link], Broward[image: External link] and Palm Beach[image: External link] counties, had a combined population of more than 5.5 million people, ranked seventh largest in the United States,[51] and is the largest metropolitan area[image: External link] in the Southeastern United States. As of 2008, the United Nations estimates that the Miami Urban Agglomeration[image: External link] is the 44th-largest in the world.[52]

The 2010 US Census file for Hispanic or Latino origin reports[53] that 34.4% of the population were of Cuban[image: External link] origin, 15.8% shared a Central American[image: External link] background (7.2% Nicaraguan[image: External link], 5.8% Honduran[image: External link], 1.2% Salvadoran[image: External link], and 1.0% Guatemalan[image: External link]), 8.7% were of South American[image: External link] descent (3.2% Colombian[image: External link], 1.4% Venezuelan[image: External link], 1.2% Peruvian[image: External link], 1.2% Argentinean[image: External link], and 0.7% Ecuadorian[image: External link]), 4.0% had other Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] origins (0.5% Spaniard[image: External link]), 3.2% descended from Puerto Ricans[image: External link], 2.4% were Dominican[image: External link], and 1.5% had Mexican[image: External link] ancestry.

As of 2010, those of African ancestry accounted for 19.2% of Miami's population, which includes African Americans[image: External link]. Out of the 19.2%, 5.6% were West Indian[image: External link] or Afro-Caribbean American[image: External link] (4.4% Haitian[image: External link], 0.4% Jamaican[image: External link], 0.4% Bahamian[image: External link], 0.1% British West Indian[image: External link], and 0.1% Trinidadian and Tobagonian[image: External link], 0.1% Other or Unspecified West Indian[image: External link]),[54] 3.0% were Black Hispanics[image: External link],[53] and 0.4% were Subsaharan African[image: External link].[55][56]

As of 2010, those of (non-Hispanic white) European ancestry accounted for 11.9% of Miami's population. Out of the 11.9%, 1.7% were German, 1.6% Italian, 1.4% Irish, 1.0% English, 0.8% French, 0.6% Russian, and 0.5% were Polish.[55][56]

As of 2010, those of Asian ancestry accounted for 1.0% of Miami's population. Out of the 1.0%, 0.3% were Indian people[image: External link]/Indo-Caribbean American[image: External link] (1,206 people), 0.3% Chinese[image: External link] (1,804 people), 0.2% Filipino (647 people), 0.1% were other Asian (433 people), 0.1% Japanese (245 people), 0.1% Korean (213 people), and 0.0% were Vietnamese (125 people).[55]

In 2010, 1.9% of the population considered themselves to be of only American ancestry (regardless of race or ethnicity.)[55][56] And 0.5% were of Arab ancestry, as of 2010.[55]

As of 2010, there were 158,317 households of which 14.0% were vacant. 22.7% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 31.3% were married couples living together, 18.1% have a female head of household with no husband present, and 43.1% were non-families. 33.3% of all households were made up of individuals and 11.3% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older (4.0% male and 7.3% female.) The average household size was 2.47 and the average family size was 3.15.[55][57]

In 2010, the city population was spread out with 18.8% under the age of 18, 9.4% from 18 to 24, 33.1% from 25 to 44, 25.0% from 45 to 64, and 13.6% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 38.8 years. For every 100 females there were 99.2 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 98.1 males.[55][57]

As of 2010, the median income for a household in the city was $29,621, and the median income for a family was $33,379. Males had a median income of $27,849 versus $24,518 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $19,745. About 22.2% of families and 27.3% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 37.1% of those under age 18 and 32.8% of those aged 65 or over.[58]

In 2010, 58.1% of the county's population was foreign born, with 41.1% being naturalized American citizens[image: External link]. Of foreign-born residents, 95.4% were born in Latin America, 2.4% were born in Europe, 1.4% born in Asia, 0.5% born in Africa, 0.2% in North America, and 0.1% were born in Oceania.[56]

In 2004, the United Nations Development Program[image: External link] (UNDP) reported that Miami had the highest proportion of foreign-born residents of any major city worldwide (59%), followed by Toronto (50%).

In 1960, non-Hispanic whites represented 80% of Miami-Dade[image: External link] county's population.[59] In 1970, the Census Bureau reported Miami's population as 45.3% Hispanic, 32.9% non-Hispanic White, and 22.7% Black.[60] Miami's explosive population growth has been driven by internal migration from other parts of the country, primarily up until the 1980s, as well as by immigration[image: External link], primarily from the 1960s to the 1990s. Today, immigration to Miami has slowed significantly and Miami's growth today is attributed greatly to its fast urbanization and high-rise construction, which has increased its inner city neighborhood population densities, such as in Downtown[image: External link], Brickell[image: External link], and Edgewater[image: External link], where one area in Downtown alone saw a 2,069% increase in population in the 2010 Census. Miami is regarded as more of a multicultural mosaic[image: External link], than it is a melting pot[image: External link], with residents still maintaining much of, or some of their cultural traits[image: External link]. The overall culture of Miami is heavily influenced by its large population of Hispanics and blacks mainly from the Caribbean islands.



	Miami demographics



	2010 Census[image: External link]
	Miami[61]
	Miami-Dade County
	Florida



	Total population
	399,457
	2,496,435
	18,801,310



	Population, percent change, 2000 to 2010
	+10.2%
	+10.8%
	+17.6%



	Population density
	11,135.9/sq mi
	1,315.5/sq mi
	350.6/sq mi



	White or Caucasian[image: External link] (including White Hispanic[image: External link])
	72.6%
	73.8%
	75.0%



	(Non-Hispanic White or Caucasian[image: External link])
	11.9%
	15.4%
	57.9%



	Black or African-American[image: External link]
	19.2%
	18.9%
	16.0%



	Hispanic or Latino (of any race)[image: External link]
	70.0%
	65.0%
	22.5%



	Asian[image: External link]
	1.0%
	1.5%
	2.4%



	Native American[image: External link] or Native Alaskan[image: External link]
	0.3%
	0.2%
	0.4%



	Pacific Islander[image: External link] or Native Hawaiian[image: External link]
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.1%



	Two or more races (Multiracial)[image: External link]
	2.7%
	2.4%
	2.5%



	Some Other Race[image: External link]
	4.2%
	3.2%
	3.6%






	Historic ethnic makeup of Miami[62][63]



	Year
	White[image: External link]

(includes

White Hispanics[image: External link])
	Non-Hispanic

White[image: External link]
	Black[image: External link]
	Asian[image: External link]
	Other
	Hispanic[image: External link]

(of any race)



	1910[image: External link]
	58.7%
	–
	41.3%
	0.1%
	–
	–



	1920[image: External link]
	68.5%
	–
	31.3%
	0.1%
	–
	–



	1930[image: External link]
	77.3%
	–
	22.7%
	0.1%
	–
	–



	1940[image: External link]
	78.5%
	–
	21.4%
	0.1%
	–
	–



	1950[image: External link]
	83.7%
	–
	16.2%
	0.1%
	–
	–



	1960[image: External link]
	77.4%
	–
	22.4%
	0.1%
	–
	17.6%



	1970[image: External link]
	76.6%
	41.7%
	22.7%
	0.3%
	0.4%
	44.6%



	1980[image: External link]
	66.6%
	19.4%
	25.1%
	0.5%
	7.8%
	55.9%



	1990[image: External link]
	65.6%
	12.2%
	27.4%
	0.6%
	6.4%
	62.5%



	2000[image: External link]
	66.6%
	11.8%
	22.3%
	0.7%
	5.6%
	65.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	72.6%
	11.9%
	19.2%
	1.0%
	4.2%
	70.0%
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 Languages



As of 2010, 70.2% of Miami's population age five and over spoke only Spanish at home while 22.7% of the population spoke English at home. About 6.3% spoke other Indo-European languages[image: External link] at home. About 0.4% spoke Asian languages[image: External link] or Pacific Islander languages[image: External link]/Oceanic languages[image: External link] at home. The remaining 0.3% of the population spoke other languages at home. In total, 77.3% spoke another language other than English.[55]

As of 2000, 66.75% of residents spoke Spanish at home, while those who only spoke English made up 25.45%. Speakers of Haitian Creole[image: External link] ( French-based[image: External link]) were 5.20%, French[image: External link] speakers comprised 0.76% of the population, and Portuguese[image: External link] at 0.41%.[64] Among U.S. cities, Miami has one of the highest proportions of residents who speak languages other than English at home (74.55% in 2000).[64]

Due to English-speakers moving away from the area, the percentage of residents who speak only English is expected to continue to decline.[65]
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 Religion



Christianity[image: External link] is the most prevalently practiced religion in Miami (68%), according to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], with 39% professing attendance at a variety of churches that could be considered Protestant[image: External link], and 27% professing Roman Catholic[image: External link] beliefs.[66][67] followed by Judaism[image: External link] (8%); Islam[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], and a variety of other religions have smaller followings; atheism[image: External link] or no self-identifying organized religious affiliation was practiced by 24%.

There has been a Norwegian Seamen's church[image: External link] in Miami since the early 1980s. In November 2011, Crown Princess Mette-Marit[image: External link] opened a new building for the church. The church was built as a center for the 10,000 Scandinavians[image: External link] that live in Florida. Around 4,000 of them are Norwegian[image: External link]. The church is also an important place for the 150 Norwegians that work at Disney World[image: External link].[68]

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Civic engagement



Organizations such as the Miami-Dade Salvation Army[image: External link] and its iconic Red Kettle Christmas Campaign, Hands On Miami[image: External link], City Year[image: External link] Miami, Human Services Coalition of South Florida, and Citizens for a Better South Florida, among many other organizations have been working to engage Miamians in volunteerism.

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Economy





	It has been suggested that this section be split[image: External link] out into another article. ( Discuss[image: External link]) (November 2015)




Miami is a major center of commerce, finance, and boasts a strong international business community. According to the ranking of world cities undertaken by the Globalization and World Cities Study Group & Network (GaWC) in 2010 and based on the level of presence of global corporate service organizations, Miami is considered a "Alpha minus world city[image: External link]".[69] Miami has a Gross Metropolitan Product of $257 billion and is ranked 20th worldwide in GMP, and 11th in the United States.[70][71]

Several large companies are headquartered in or around Miami, including but not limited to: Akerman Senterfitt[image: External link], Alienware[image: External link], Arquitectonica[image: External link], Arrow Air[image: External link], Bacardi[image: External link], Benihana[image: External link], Brightstar Corporation[image: External link], Burger King[image: External link], Celebrity Cruises[image: External link], Carnival Corporation[image: External link], Carnival Cruise Lines[image: External link], Crispin Porter + Bogusky[image: External link], Duany Plater-Zyberk & Company[image: External link], Espírito Santo Financial Group[image: External link], Fizber.com, Greenberg Traurig[image: External link], Holland & Knight[image: External link], Inktel Direct[image: External link], Interval International[image: External link], Lennar[image: External link], Navarro Discount Pharmacies[image: External link], Norwegian Cruise Lines[image: External link], Oceania Cruises[image: External link], Perry Ellis International[image: External link], RCTV International[image: External link], Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines[image: External link], Ryder Systems[image: External link], Seabourn Cruise Line[image: External link], Sedano's[image: External link], Telefónica USA[image: External link], UniMÁS[image: External link], Telemundo[image: External link], Univision[image: External link], U.S. Century Bank[image: External link], Vector Group[image: External link], and World Fuel Services[image: External link]. Because of its proximity to Latin America, Miami serves as the headquarters of Latin American operations for more than 1400 multinational corporations, including AIG[image: External link], American Airlines[image: External link], Cisco[image: External link], Disney[image: External link], Exxon[image: External link], FedEx[image: External link], Kraft Foods[image: External link], LEO Pharma Americas[image: External link], Microsoft[image: External link], Yahoo[image: External link], Oracle[image: External link], SBC Communications[image: External link], Sony[image: External link], Symantec[image: External link], Visa International[image: External link], and Wal-Mart[image: External link].[72]

Miami is a major television production center, and the most important city in the U.S. for Spanish language media. Univisión[image: External link], Telemundo[image: External link] and UniMÁS[image: External link] have their headquarters in Miami, along with their production studios. The Telemundo Television Studios[image: External link] produces much of the original programming for Telemundo, such as their telenovelas[image: External link] and talk shows. In 2011, 85% of Telemundo's original programming was filmed in Miami.[73] Miami is also a major music recording center, with the Sony Music Latin[image: External link] and Universal Music Latin Entertainment[image: External link] headquarters in the city, along with many other smaller record labels[image: External link]. The city also attracts many artists for music video and film shootings.

Since 2001, Miami has been undergoing a large building boom[image: External link] with more than 50 skyscrapers rising over 400 feet (122 m) built or currently under construction in the city. Miami's skyline[image: External link] is ranked third-most impressive in the U.S., behind New York City[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link], and 19th in the world according to the Almanac of Architecture and Design.[74] The city









	Largest employers in Miami



	Employer
	Employees



	Miami-Dade County Public Schools[image: External link]
	48,571



	Miami-Dade County[image: External link]
	29,000



	United States Government[image: External link]
	19,500



	Florida Government[image: External link]
	17,100



	University of Miami
	16,100



	Baptist Health South Florida[image: External link]
	13,376



	Jackson Health[image: External link]
	12,576



	Publix[image: External link]
	10,800



	American Airlines[image: External link]
	9,000



	Florida International University[image: External link]
	8,000



	Miami Dade College[image: External link]
	6,200



	Precision Response Corporation[image: External link]
	5,000



	City of Miami
	4,309



	Florida Power and Light Company[image: External link]
	3,840



	Carnival Cruise Lines[image: External link]
	3,500
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