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Prologue: The Scroll of the Ancestors
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“From Stone and Spirit They Came”

This is the genealogy of the Hungwe people, the sacred custodians of Zimbabwe — the people of the bird, the people of the word, the people of the stone.

From the depths of time, when the first voices rose from the highlands and carved prayers into granite, there emerged a line of guardians, builders, dreamers, and priests. They raised cities of stone. They sang the rains. They dreamed the nation we now call Zimbabwe.

And from them, I am born.

Mbiri was the father of Mukuru,

Mukuru the father of Dziva,

Dziva the father of Murenga Sororenzou,

Murenga Sororenzou the father of Tovera,

Tovera the father of Nemato,

Nemato the father of Sakunara,

Sakunara the father of M’tisi,

M’tisi the father of [Unknown Ancestor],

[Unknown Ancestor] the father of Hlekisani M’tisi,

Hlekisani M’tisi the father of James Dziva,

James Dziva the father of Isaac Hlekisani Dziya,

Isaac Hlekisani Dziya the father of James Gabriel Gondai Dziya.

And I, James Gabriel Gondai Dziya, son of Isaac, son of James, son of Hlekisani,

— am called to remember.

I do not write this book only as a scholar, though I am one.

I do not write only as a son, though I am that too.

I write as a keeper of the fire, a speaker of the names, a bridge between the bones of the past and the breath of tomorrow.

This book is my offering — to the Hungwe, to Zimbabwe, and to the world.

[image: image]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Introduction: Remembering as Rebuilding
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History is not only written in books. It is etched in stone, sung in wind, buried in names, and whispered in blood. Before we called ourselves Zimbabweans, we were many rivers, many voices, flowing from a common mountain. This book is a return to that source.

I am James Gabriel Gondai Dziya, a son of the M’tisi lineage of the Hungwe tribe. My blood carries the names of those who walked these lands long before borders, long before the maps were drawn. I write not just to tell their stories, but to awaken them, to let their bones breathe again through memory, word, and spirit.
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Why This Book, and Why Now?
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In a world that often forgets, where tradition is displaced by technology, and where the West has written much of Africa’s story, I believe it is time for us to speak for ourselves. To sing again in our own voices. To reclaim the stories buried beneath centuries of silence and distortion.

This book is both a personal pilgrimage and a communal resurrection. It seeks to answer questions many of us carry in our spirits:

	Who were our ancestors before colonization renamed us?

	What truths lie hidden in our oral histories?

	What was the true significance of Great Zimbabwe?

	What wisdom did the Hungwe people carry, and what remains of that today?
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The Ancestral Scroll
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At the heart of this book is a sacred genealogy, a scroll passed through names and generations. These are not just biological ancestors; they are cultural beacons. Builders. Dreamers. Priests. Kings. Warriors. Farmers. Prophets. From Mbiri to Murenga Sororenzou to M’tisi, these names are both historical and symbolic. Each chapter will explore one of them in depth, bringing together oral history, historical research, spiritual reflection, and poetic insight.
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A Word to the Reader
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To my family, this is your inheritance in written form.

To the Hungwe people, this is our echo and our mirror.

To Zimbabweans, may this book remind us of who we were, so we may better know who we are.

To the broader world, come close. Listen. This is not just African history. It is human history. It is sacred history. It is a flame we have kept burning through exile, conquest, and silence.
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Method and Form
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This work draws from:

	Oral traditions passed through the M’tisi line.

	Historical records, archaeological studies, and ethnographic research.

	Personal visions, dreams, and spiritual insight received through prayer and ancestral communion.

	Poetic language, because some truths are too deep for plain speech.


This is not a traditional academic book. Nor is it a memoir. It is a weaving, of stone and spirit, fact and faith, history and prophecy.
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May the Names Speak Again
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Let the journey begin. Let the names speak again. Let the dust rise from the bones, and may the spirit of the ancestors find voice in these pages.
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