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A writer needs to always refresh his or her mind with new ideas and inspiration. A writer always looks for stories, as there are stories everywhere just waiting to be told. Everything that we see, hear, touch and experience in life has the potential to become a great story or poem. A fiction writer and a poet will know a good idea when they spot one.

This book is filled with new, original ideas to spur your imagination in the form of prompts, articles and poems. There are a number of inspirational and motivational poems and articles to help you on your path as a writer. There will be times when you are discouraged and decide to quit writing. At those times leaf through the pages of this book and you will find a new idea to motivate you to continue writing. 

In this book you will be encouraged to stretch your imagination, read the writing on the wall, create several ideas from a single one, make your writing entertaining, how to be a good writer, how to dazzle readers with your imagination, the power of a “story hook”, create your tapestry of words, how writers use their awesome superpowers for change, the importance of encouragement, the value of writing milestones, how to gain a large following, become a creative writer in four steps and 10 reasons to keep writing among several other articles, poems with inspirational messages.

Write every day and you will have a large collection of your literary work at the end of the year. Make it a point to write and publish your writings. It is only when you share your work with others are you really offering your ideas and thoughts for the world of readers to enjoy.

I hope that this book provides you with some useful techniques, tools and ideas to help you to develop your writing skills. The growth and development of a writer is an ongoing process, with so many things to learn on the way. This book will guide you in becoming the writer that you want to be in life.

Your Literary Guide

Warren “The Storyteller” Brown

London

UK

2022
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Poetry Prompt: The Desert
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Find, Live and Escape “The Desert” in your poetry
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Use “The Desert” prompt in any poetic form to express your feelings and your life. You could talk about a real desert experience, a fantasy experience or compare a desert to a situation in your life. Feel free to let your thoughts flow, as you relive the time when you or a friend was in “The Desert”. 

This prompt is open to all poets. There is no deadline. The best poetry on “The Desert”, will get a special mention in “Zen Poetry”. Tag me, “Warren Brown” in poetry where ever you publish it. You are also welcome to publish your poem in “Zen Poetry”. Thank you for taking part in this poetry writing prompt.
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The Desert Rose
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The thorns added to its beauty  
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Out in the wide expanse of the land,

It stood out in the moving and shifting sand,

A wild and beautiful desert rose,

Striking in its beauty and its pose.

The perfume of that rose divine,

Wafted on a breeze filled with wine.

The thorns simply added to its beauty,

As it stood out on that sandy sea.

From across the sands came the traveller,

There was no place for him to rest here.

He found a large rock on the white sands,

He sat down to rest as he touched the sands.

The heat was blistering, hot and the land was dry,

He prayed that water dropped from the sky.

He turned his head and looked around,

To see a large cactus standing proudly on the ground.

He cut and drank from the cactus to quench his thirst,

He could not drink more, or he would burst.

He was making his journey to rescue his love,

He was the hawk to her sweet dove.

He looked around and he saw a sign,

Their love was true and so divine.

He saw that beautiful rose standing tall,

On the desert sands and desert wall.

The desert rose was the sign,

That his love was part of the design.

He took a drop of water he had saved,

Looked up to the Heavens and sent a praise.

He watered the rose and let it bloom,

In his heart the rose had found its room.

Out in the wide expanse of the land,

Stood out in the moving and shifting sand,

A wild and beautiful desert rose,

Striking in its beauty and its pose.
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As a child we walk on Grassland
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As Adults we walk on Desert Sand
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THE SOFT GRASS CARESSES our feet,

It cools our bodies from the heat.

As we walk one step at a time,

We enjoy our growth in every climb.

We are new to this world so sacred,

We hold it in our young hearts,

We call this world our new home.

We crawl around as young children, 

Free from hardships and from sin.

We walk, then run and we roam,

On this planet and world, we call home.

Our minds are like green, green grass,

Filled with our wild imagination and promise.

As a child we walk on green grassland,

As adults we walk on desert sand.

Our minds which were once so fertile,

Are now as arid as a wide desert plain.

Our minds thirst for something more,

To make it bloom once again for sure.

The mind of a child is so rich and alive,

It is possible to swim, to fly and to dive.

The mind of an adult is so dark and bleak,

Filled with more than a cruel streak,

So dry like a desert devoid of rain.

We need to nourish our minds,

To bring it back to life once again.

As a child we walk on green grassland.

As adults we walk on sharp desert sand.

Let us open our minds and imagine,

The joys and triumphs of every win.

Our minds can conjure worlds from sand,

Our words can build empires well planned.

Our minds are like green, green grass,

Filled with our wild imagination and promise.
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Writing Prompt: The Writing On...
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Stretch your Imagination this month
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This prompt idea came to me when I thought of the popular phrase, “The Writing is on the Wall”, which means that there are visible signs of imminent danger.

I was inspired to create a few pieces based on this idea and would like other writers and poets to take part in this prompt contest. 

I am sending out an open invitation to my Fellow Writers, Readers, and Followers to use this prompt to stir your imagination, for the month of November.

Set your imagination free. Ask yourself, where do you see the “Writing on the Wall” and have there been instances when you could predict an outcome of a situation, by seeing the signs, when everyone was still in the dark?
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The Writing on the Wall
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The Signs are always present
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He remembers that he saw the writing on the wall and he noticed the signs of impending doom. Harry noticed that his neighbourhood was gradually getting filled with increasing evil, as crimes of all types were on the rise. No one seemed to notice. He tried to warn people to move away from the neighbourhood, but they told him that he was delusional. There was nothing to fear he was told, everything was just fine, they told him that he was paranoid. 

More crimes were being committed on a regular basis, as more vulnerable people were attacked on the streets and in their homes. People were getting kidnapped for ransom, from the city and the neighbourhood. Yet, people still believed that there was nothing to fear, as all would be okay.

Harry decided to take his wife and two young children out of that neighbourhood. A week later, his old neighbourhood was all over the news, and on social media. A factory was producing illegal explosives and it had blown up during the night, killing a hundred people and destroying two blocks of residential complexes on either side of the factory.

Harry was lucky that he had read “The Writing on the Wall” and moved out of that neighbourhood, that was infested with all the evils of society.

Have you also noticed “The Writing on the Wall”, in your life? 
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The Writing on the Sky
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The clouds and the air are grey
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We now know that our skies are getting polluted with all the gases that rise up into the atmosphere every day. The clouds and the skies are getting greyer. A few countries try to control all the air pollution, while there are others that do not seem very keen to do so, as their economies will get affected.

We cannot control the climate or our biosphere. We can control what we knowingly and unknowingly contribute to the pollution of our atmosphere. We need to heed “The Writing on the Sky”, and use more effective methods to bring about positive changes to the atmosphere. The best way in my non-scientific opinion is to get scientists from all over the globe to search for alternatives to polluting fuels and to put a stop to harmful industrial practices, all over the world.

“The Writing is on the Sky” and we need to save our atmosphere before it is too late. The ordinary person cannot make great changes to the policies and the politics of the world. It is up to the leaders of the world to take matters more seriously. Instead of making ten year plans we need to have plans that have shorter periods of time for faster changes to take place and for them to be more effective.
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The Writing on the Earth
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As nature shows its fury
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There are landslides, earthquakes and volcanic eruptions taking place all over the world. The crust of the Earth is unstable. “The Writing is on the earth”, yet we are too blind to see. Mankind has made the Earth get warmer due to the increase in pollution over the past few decades.

The tectonic plates keep shifting. Magma is being pushed from the core of the Earth to the surface, with volcanoes erupting in several spots across the world. What we can do to put a stop to this? In actual fact, I think we cannot do much to put a stop to nature’s fury. But we can try to find solutions.

We have heard of earthquakes, landslides and volcanic eruptions taking place over the last few decades and increasing in numbers. However, “The Writing on the “Earth”, the signs that showed us that we needed to stop practices like deforestation, were not implemented. Instead, we have removed large chunks of rainforests across the globe. 

Man, and his hunger for prosperity have made the Earth carry the burdens of his greed. The signs have been present for several decades that the lithosphere of the Earth was getting weaker, yet no permanent solution was found to heal the Earth. The general attitude being that it would not affect the present generation, the future generations of prosperous individuals could take care of the problems of the Earth. “The Writing on the Earth”, as nature shows its fury should be heeded or humans will face an uncertain future.
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The Writing in the Stars
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The Gift of Supernatural Powers
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We look towards the sparkling stars.

We look up and we see the celestial sign,

The source of our nature and our powers,

Created by the Creator with wisdom and design.

We arrive on this planet so blue,

We call it the home of our birth.

We arrive within the folds of family,

We live, love and thrive on the Earth.

We are born into our home and life,

To grow as our ancestors did before,

To fulfil our lives and our dreams,

To live life to the fullest and ask for more.

The Writing is in the stars they say,

We were born to lives of destinies anyway.

We were born with supernatural powers,

Like the animals, the birds and the flowers.

We possess the powers of the heavenly stars,

To live triumphant lives and fly to the stars.

The destiny of mankind is written in the stars,

We need to cherish our gifts of celestial powers.
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