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Preface

As modern people, we value freedom. Often
the freedom we claim, however, holds us in bondage. Our freedom of
speech has released a tidal wave of slander. Our freedom of
religion has abolished prayers and Bible reading from schools. lest
it be offensive to those of other religions. Our freedom of
expression has produced
a plague of immorality and confusion. By championing our rights and
freedoms we have restricted ourselves.

What is true
freedom? Can true freedom ever be experienced outside of submission
to God and His purpose? Does freedom imply a release from all
authority and the right to do as we please?

Scripture has some
important things to say about true freedom. It shows us that the
freedom God intended for us is found only in submission to Him and
the purpose He has for our lives. The apostles boasted of being
servants of Jesus because in this role of servanthood they found
great delight and true freedom.

What we
often consider to be freedom is actually a slavery to sin and the
passions of the flesh. Christ offers us another way. The goal of
this study is to expose what we call freedom for what it really is
and to reveal the teachings of Scripture about true freedom in
Christ. I trust it will be a blessing to you.






F. Wayne Mac
Leod









Chapter 1-
The Great Lie

Some time ago I noticed a license plate on the
front of a car that said: "He who dies with the most toys wins." In
a nutshell, this statement captures the general philosophy of a
materialistic society. Take everything you can get. Fill your life
with pleasure and possessions because when you die, you won’t be
able to take them with you. In the end, the measure of success is
based on how many toys you accumulate and how much fun you had
playing with them.

In recent years,
billions of dollars have been spent on finding ways to make our
lives easier and more convenient. What North Americans spend on
entertainment alone is staggering. While there is nothing wrong
with modern conveniences, the fact remains that the god of
materialism would have us believe that we are in this world to
serve ourselves. Nothing should stand in our way. If we don't have
the money, we can pay later. The moral principles our parents lived
by are considered outdated. In our “enlightened and liberated”
society, we believe we have been set free from these restraints.
Immoral lifestyle and pre-marital sex are not only considered
natural but, in some cases, are being promoted in our schools as
legitimate alternatives to the traditional and Biblical values
practiced by previous generations. We are led to believe that we
can do as we please as long as we don't hurt anyone in the process.
Relativism prevails. "If it's good for you, then go for it," is the
motto of our contemporary society.

Back in the
Garden of Eden, Satan tempted Eve with the same philosophy (Genesis
3) As she stood before the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil,
Satan led her to believe that she deserved more than she had and
that there were things in life she had never experience and she was
the poorer for it. Very subtly he told her that, if she was going
to experience life to the full, she needed to cast off restraint
and treat herself to the best that life had to offer. He led her to
believe that living under the restrictions God had placed on her
meant unnecessary bondage. To experience a better life, she needed
to be freed from God’s rules and regulations. True freedom,
according to Satan, can only be experienced when we have liberty to
do as we please, unrestrained by rules and regulations imposed upon
us.

Very subtly this
philosophy has been penetrating our ranks. Many people in our day
see the Word of God and its principles as being outdated and
irrelevant. As he did in the Garden of Eden, Satan has once again
succeeded in causing many, even among God’s people, to believe that
the rules and restrictions of the Word of God bind and restrict
us.

Satan has
succeeded in causing many to believe the lie that he told Eve in
the Garden. He would have us cast off restraint and live for
ourselves. The result is devastating. Dishonesty, immorality,
broken homes and hopelessness have been the result. Our pursuit of
freedom has left us in bondage. It is not from restrictions we need
to be set free; it is from ourselves.






For
Consideration:

*
How has your society changed
over the years? How has it wandered from the principles of God’s
Word?

*
Is the Word of God intended to
restrict us? What is the purpose of the Word of God?

*
Can a society be truly free if
it is not guided by the principles of God’s Word?
Explain.

*
What lie did Satan tell Eve in
the Garden of Eden? Do you know people today who believe this
lie?

*
What is the impact of
materialism on a society? Will the accumulation of worldly goods
and pleasures solve the problems of our society?






For Prayer:

*
Take a moment to ask the Lord
to help you to see the lie of the enemy about the accumulation of
pleasures and possessions.

*
Ask God to give you contentment
in what He has provided. If you have need, ask Him to provide what
you need.

*
Thank the Lord that He has
given His Word as a guide in how we are to live.

*
Ask God to help you to trust
His Word and His purpose for your life.









Chapter 2 - The Bondage of Unrestrained Freedom

North Americans pride themselves in being free
people. However, the very rights and freedoms that have been fought
for have created a whole new set of problems. Our search for
freedom has led us to greater bondage. Let me illustrate what I
mean.

I remember the
story of a teacher who threatened to discipline an unruly child if
he did not behave. The child calmly reminded the teacher that she
had no right to touch him. It used to be, when a child was
disciplined in school for being bad, when he returned home, he
would be disciplined again by his parents. Today, however, parents
are more likely to call a lawyer. In recent years, what teacher has
not hesitated to exercise discipline in the classroom for fear of
legal action being taken against them? While these rules have been
made to protect our children from abuses, it is becoming
increasingly more difficult to maintain discipline in the modern
classroom? Not only is this true in the classroom but also in the
home. Legal cases are springing up across our nations related to
the question of parental disciple of children. Parents themselves
are hesitating to discipline their children for fear of being
reported and brought to court.

The western world
has always championed religious freedom. We pride ourselves in our
tolerance of people of differing beliefs. Consider, however, where
this freedom of religion has left us. In recent years, we have seen
prayers abolished in schools for fear of being an offense to those
of another faith. It is becoming increasingly difficult to bring
our faith into the classrooms of our day. Christian organizations
working with youth find themselves treading on thin ice when
working with students in modern schools. The more neutral Santa
Claus is replacing manger scenes at Christmas. Some municipalities
have made Christmas manger scenes in a public place illegal. Often
the only legitimate use of the name of the Lord in the workplace
today is as a swear word.

Our free
enterprise system has produced for us a "dog eat dog" society where
the strong control the market at the expense of the weak. In recent
years, banks have been encouraging the concept of financial
freedom. Credit cards, loans and "buy now pay later" plans have
thrown millions of people into debt. We are being encouraged to
cast aside restraint and free ourselves from financial bondage. The
result is that many people will go to the grave over their heads in
debts they have no way of paying.

Our freedom of
speech has unleashed a tidal wave of slander. Recent news stories
have revealed the horrors of privacy invasion for a good story. In
the name of freedom of expression, pornography has flooded the
market place enslaving countless individuals and creating a whole
new set of addictions. Our newfound sexual freedom, unhindered by
Biblical principles, has produced for us a wave of sexually
transmitted diseases and broken families. Sexual practices, once
frowned upon, now are broadcast on primetime television for our
children to see. We are now wrestling with the right of the woman
to end the life of the child in her own womb.

With all our
emphasis on rights and freedoms, are we really free? Never before
have we seen a society so confused and disoriented. Where is all
this freedom leading us? Is this what freedom is about?

There are two
types of bondage in the world today. The first type of bondage
happens when we are stripped of our basic freedoms and rights as
human beings. We have seen the horrors of this type of bondage
throughout history in times of war or under cruel dictatorships.
Even our own North American history relates a time when slavery was
the norm. In this form of bondage, the individual is dehumanized
and treated like an object whose only purpose is to make life
easier for someone else.

The second form of
bondage is just as bad as the first. It comes about when we set no
boundaries on freedom. This is the bondage that takes place when we
give each person the right to do what seems right in his or her own
eyes. We are experiencing in our modern society the bondage of
unrestrained freedom. Satan tells us that we need to cast off
restraint and be freed from the bondage of law. We have seen that
this only leads to another even worse form of bondage. Freedom
without restraint leads to chaos, anarchy and bondage.

I remember hearing
the story of a school that took down the fence surrounding their
schoolyard. Children who had felt free to run and play freely
within a fenced in yard, no longer felt safe. The busy street
beside the school became a threat. Is this not what has happened in
our day? By removing regulations and safeguards we become
vulnerable and more prone to attack. Without the fences that
protect us and keep us safe we feel threatened. Without the
guidelines and boundaries, we no longer know where to turn. Our
points of reference, now stripped from us, leave us in chaos and
confusion.

True freedom comes
when each person knows his or her limit and functions within those
parameters. The Bible provides us the guidelines we need to
understand how we should live. It gives us direction and purpose in
life and reveals the purpose of our Creator for us. Only by
submitting to that purpose can we experience the fullness and
freedom for which we were created.






For
Consideration:

*
What happens to a society when
everyone is free to do as he or she pleases?

*
Why do we need guidelines in
life? How do laws and regulations help us to function as a
society?

*
Is total freedom to do as we
please ever a good thing? Explain.

*
How can too much freedom hinder
us and our society?

*
Why do we need the Word of God?
How does the Word of God give us greater peace and freedom in
society?






For Prayer:

*
Ask the Lord to help you to see
your need for the principles of His Word in your life.

*
Thank the Lord that He has
given His Word to guide us in what it best for us and our
society.

*
Ask God to help you to be more
willing to sacrifice your rights for your brother or sister in
Christ.

*
Take a moment to consider the
Lord Jesus who so willingly gave up His life for us. Ask God to
enable you to follow His example.
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