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Introduction

It’s fair to say that cats have always had a head start on humans. The distant ancestors of cats appeared about 30 million years ago, while ours came about only two or three million years ago – with modern humans dragging their heels (or the backs of their hands?) until their eventual appearance on the evolutionary scene roughly 200,000 years ago.

We now know that humans have been living with cats, or keeping them as pets, for over 12,000 years. So by the time of the ancient Egyptians – who elevated cats to a god-like status about 3,600 years ago – cats had already had more than enough time to get their paws under the antique coffee tables of some of the most successful human civilizations in history.

When cats and humans first crossed paths, it would have been obvious to cats that humans were there for the taking. These docile, pliable, manipulable mammals were lolloping about on two legs – which seemed to be some kind of ‘amazing novelty’ – and were far too impressed by fire to notice the feline forms slipping tasty marshmallows from their campfire sticks.

‘At last,’ thought the cats, ‘our days of foraging and fending for ourselves are over. We’ve finally found a species gullible enough to do it all for us.’

But over the last 10,000 years or so, maybe domestic cats have become a bit complacent. And maybe there just aren’t enough challenges anymore . . . not enough stresses left in feline life to keep cats shimmying up the evolutionary scale.

It’s time for them to start thinking outside the basket, and here’s how you – the cat owner – can help.

With the aid of this book, you can set your pet a series of tasks and activities that will reveal the complex nature of their existing skills and abilities. At the same time – who knows? – these challenges may also have the knock-on effect of boosting their brilliance and teasing some new feline adaptations out of their evolutionary slumber . . . so that cats can conquer the modern world all over again.


Measuring Your Cat’s Ingenuity

Testing your cat for signs of intelligence, ingenuity and originality can be great fun, because it also teases out the facets of your pet’s personality. Cats are not always as predictable as other animals, because – although domesticated – they’ve retained little bits and pieces of their wildness, their independence, their esprit d’aventure. They make decisions based on how they feel, or how much they feel they can get away with. Perhaps this is what makes them such fascinating and entertaining animals to have around: they would probably prefer to please themselves before they pleased you, but in doing so they provide something of a comical nature documentary that you can try and capture within the confines of your own home and/or garden.


Making the Most of The Tests

Okay. So someone’s bought you this book as a gift or Christmas stocking-filler, and you’ve had a bit of a giggle while flicking through it, but at the back of your mind you’re thinking, ‘This one’s heading straight for the downstairs toilet.’ Hold on just a second. The more time you dedicate to these tests, the more they can work for you in trying to decode the walking enigma that stalks your domicile.

If you’re in the mood for a few quick-fire, fun games to play with your animals, you’ll find plenty of them in this book and you can notch up all your cat’s scores for a rainy day (when you’ll have time for some of the more searching activities). Other tests require you to play out the activity repeatedly (in order to get the clearest result) or over the course of several days. In short, this book is for life – not just for Christmas.

As for your cat . . . many of the tests involve the cat engaging in ‘solo’ behaviour, while some involve other cats or animals. And here comes the rub: some of the most interesting tests focus on the ways in which your cat interacts with, tests and manipulates you. In fact, some of the biggest scores can be scooped by a cat that is adept at getting you to behave in ways that make its life a virtual nirvana.

Have a stopwatch or smartphone at the ready, as some of the activities are time tests. So, once again, you may wish to retest your cat – perhaps over the course of a few days or weeks – to see if the animal is able to improve on its performance.

In some of the activities, multiple points are available for cats that meet the requirements of the tests in different ways. These ‘multiple score’ or ‘bonus score’ areas are clearly indicated, so please only award these extra marks where applicable. If you decide to cheat, then you’re only cheating your pet (and, ultimately, yourself).
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Categories of Genius

In order to make these tests as pseudo-academically sound as possible, they have been divided into five thematic areas.

PHYSICAL TESTS

This set of activities examines the ways in which your cat uses its body to achieve a distinct advantage in its surroundings. So these are not just tests of strength and agility – they are also tests of the animal’s cunning and creativity.

TERRITORIAL TESTS

Here’s where you can measure the balance (or imbalance) between your cat’s natural instincts and its ability to tailor them to the rigours of village, urban or suburban life.

METEOROLOGY AND CAT COSMOLOGY

After measuring your cat’s physical and territorial awareness, you can see how well it copes with factors that it cannot control easily – namely the weather and the broader interactions of visible and invisible matter in the Universe.

PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS

This is what the book is really building up to – a measure of what’s truly going on beyond those bright eyes. Your cat’s modes of behaviour are also modes of self-expression and indicators of mood. Let’s take a ruddy good look at them.

SUPERNATURAL TESTS

At first glance, this section looks like it’s just for fun . . . But is it? Analysing your cat’s subtle quirks may uncover a few connections with the paranormal – and send a few shivers down your spine to boot. So don’t be a sceptic – your pet could be a gateway to the spirit world, and just imagine how cool (and potentially lucrative) that would be!

Scoring tips and conclusions are given on pages 125–127, so that you can analyse your pet’s performance in each of the above categories and thus compile its physical and psychological profile. You can also identify the areas in which the animal might be able to do better in the future.

• General note (for all sections): try not to let your cat know that it is being tested. It probably won’t like the idea of being assessed, and so will not offer its co-operation voluntarily. Some stealth may be required.


Chapter One

PHYSICAL TESTS

House cats are domesticated animals, but they’ve cunningly retained a little bit of their wild side – just enough to keep you on your toes. Cats may live in your home, but they do so purely for their own convenience. They’ve adapted to the home environment, but they can take it or leave it depending on their immediate and ever-changing needs. A closer examination of their physical behaviour can reveal all sorts of hidden nuances in your cat’s ability to manipulate not only its environment – but you as well.

The following physical tests and activities will help you to measure this level of domestic adaptation. Score each section carefully, repeating the experiment – as and when necessary – to achieve an average score that truly reflects the general attitude of your pet.


1

Test of The True Cat

Is your cat genuine? Is it a true cat or some kind of charlatan chat or feline faker? Contrary to what all the experts say, there is in fact only one way to find out.
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In full view of your cat, place a small object (e.g. a coin or a pencil) near the edge of a table or other high-altitude surface where there are few (if any) other objects. Grab a stopwatch and see how long it takes for your cat to bat that object into oblivion.

If your cat is truly a cat, it will knock that object off the edge at some point after becoming aware of it. The speed of response is key: the faster, the more feline.

[image: images]  No response NIL POINTS

[image: images]  5 minutes 1 POINT

[image: images]  1 minute 2 POINTS

[image: images]  30 seconds 3 POINTS

[image: images]  10 seconds 4 POINTS

[image: images]  Less than 5 seconds 5 POINTS

[image: images]

OEBPS/images/f0003-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/box.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0004-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
Test Your Cat 2

GENIUS EDITION

SIMON HOLLAND
ILLUSTRATIONS BY
ERICA SALCEDO SAIZ

HARPER





OEBPS/images/f0015-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780008150426_Cover.jpg
Test Your Cat 2

THE ADVANCED CAT IQ TEST

Confirm
your cat’s
undiscovered
genius!

SIMON HOLLAND

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ERICA SALCEDO SAIZ





OEBPS/images/f0013-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0009-01.jpg





