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Reader’s Notice
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The reading of this abecedary will not provide answers nor clarification regarding the mechanisms of power in themselves.

To do so, it would have been preferable to conceive a treatise in order to gloss terms related to it, or to produce an exhaustive study in the lineage of On Power: The Natural History of Growth (1948) by Bertrand de Jouvenel.

Here, the result is modest. It is only the fruit of an initial curiosity surrounding the following question: can one produce an abecedary on masculine power and its functions, titles, or situations? Yes, for this work is its outcome.

Presented in twenty-six alphabetical entries on “leadership,” inherent more to a bygone power than a current one, the reader will therefore have a very succinct overview—each term having been confined to more or less one page—though didactic, of a denomination associated with androcracy. Moreover, a few bibliographical references have been added at the end of this abecedary for those who would like to know more.

The different alphabetical entries, in their selection, are multilingual and disparate. They thus cover a singular and international panorama insofar as they deal, in a mixed manner, with authoritarian functions: French, English, Italian, Greek, Japanese, Chinese, but also Islamic, Christian, Jewish, animist, etc.

This abecedary offers only a very brief summary for each selected entry; it does not deal with specifics or anecdotes by deliberate choice. Likewise, the masculine gender has been retained in the titles presented here. Authority, legislation, force, bellicosity, etc., are the recurring elements: all traits referring to androcracy or male power. This does not mean that women have not played a role in relation to these functions—on the contrary. It goes without saying that to a lord corresponds a lady, to a viceroy a vicereine, to a tsar a tsaritsa, to the male heresiarch a female heresiarch, and so on. However, my intention was not to produce a mechanical work to defend some form of egalitarianism ad absurdum, and the extreme concision also conditions the content of this booklet (few proper names appear in it). Indeed, the formal constraints of an abecedary require that one not be exhaustive, since this is not a glossary and we had to choose only one word for each letter of our alphabet. From this original sin, let us merely wager that the reader will amuse himself by finding which word or another might have replaced “archon,” “fidalgo,” “manitou,” or “tsar.”

Legere cum ludis! (Read with playfulness!)

Nota bene: I would be delighted to read in the future the work of anyone who would produce an abecedary this time devoted to gynocracy.
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A... as in... Archon​[1]
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A term meaning “to command” or “to govern” in Greek, and by extension “leader,” from archè, that is, an office. It was in fact the name given to the leaders of city-states in ancient Greece. Originally, it would have been a subdivision of a primitive royal power.

The title of archon was often associated with other terms relating to power. Thus, it was divided, in order of importance, into three magistrates: the árkhôn basileùs (king or head of the republic who administered justice), the árkhôn polémarkhos (war leader), and the árkhôn epốnumos (holder of a specific office linked to cultural, religious, social, sanitary action, etc., and who gave his name to the year marking his mandate). Each of them also presided over festivities and religious ceremonies or acts of justice.

With the Constitution of Athens (487 BC), the number of archons increased from three to nine; the six new ones, called thesmothetes (those who propose laws), held a lesser function compared to the previous three, essentially devoted to the application of the law.

With the advent of Imperial Rome, the function of archon gradually shifted in favor of that of proconsul.
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B... as in... Bailiff​[2]
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This word, derived from the Latin baiulus, comes from Old French baillif and originally had the meaning of “bearer” or “carrier.”

In the Middle Ages, it took on its current meaning, that of a regent, that is, the administrator of a territorial entity.

This function emerged in 13th-century France, where prévôts gradually gave way to the bailiff north of the Loire, while the seneschal (from the Latin siniscalcus = elderly servant) operated south of the Loire. These two figures, with identical functions, were responsible respectively for a bailliage and a sénéchaussée.

Directly attached to royal authority, they ensured the enforcement of the king’s edicts in matters of security, taxation, territorial planning, and regulations of all kinds.

The bailiff of the langue d’oïl regions and his counterpart, the seneschal of the langue d’oc regions, played a foundational role in the tradition of French statism.
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C... as in... Caliph​[3]
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From the Arabic khalīfa, meaning “successor,” namely the successor to the Prophet of Islam, Muhammad, who died in 632.

The first of his successors was named Abu Bakr, while a dynastic dispute arose following the proclamation of Ali, the Prophet’s cousin and son-in-law. This division would give rise to the separation between the Sunni and Shiite branches of the Muslim world.

Since that time, approximately one hundred and fifteen official caliphs have been recorded, belonging to different caliphates, such as the Rashidun, known as the “Rightly Guided” (632–661), the Umayyads (661–750), the Abbasids (750–1517), and the Ottomans (1517–1924), whose last caliph was Abdülmecid II.

Moreover, in Twelver Shiite tradition, there exists an eschatological belief in the return (parousia) of an imam named Muhammad al-Mahdi (born in 868), who, like Jesus, would return to save the nations.

The vacancy of power following Muhammad’s death, without a clearly designated successor, led to conflicts between merchants and aristocrats, who supported Abu Bakr, while peasants, nomads, and slaves rallied to the cause of Ali.
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D... as in... Duce​[4]
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This Italian term, derived from the Latin dux, means “guide” or “leader.”

Initially used under the Roman Empire as an honorific title for military leaders who had triumphed on the battlefield, the figure of the duce reappeared in the medieval republics of Genoa and Venice under the title of doge, and during the Italian Risorgimento (1848–1871) under the leadership of the revolutionary Giuseppe Garibaldi.

Later, during Italian Fascism, Benito Mussolini proclaimed himself Il Duce, that is, the leader of the people. During this period (1922–1945), the regime sought to reinvent the former grandeur of Rome, notably through grand architectural projects, propaganda imbued with mythology, a cult of personality, avant-gardism, and bellicosity.

Yet the utopias of yesterday shattered upon the altar of modernity, even as Fascism used it as a vehicle of its power.
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