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Teaser: A new writer, Nellie Brooks, who lives in crowded and noisy New York City, in the 1880s, gets compliments about her writing from both pros and amateurs. The only trouble is she finds it very difficult to write in the cacophony of the city. A solution is possibly found when, one day, she walks in front of a shop advertising itself as a marriage broker. She peers in the window and sees a woman looking back and gesturing for her to enter. She takes a chance and goes in. They discuss how it works and Nellie is so intrigued that she sits right down and begins a discussion about the process. Heads together they look through a lot of listings and almost at the end the broker says 'ah hah' and then highlights a listing "perfect for you, miss."

A man called Burt Livingston is found and appears to meet all of Nellie's needs. His ranch house is quiet, located in a forest, has a babbling broke nearby and is anxious to meet his life partner. He would love to start a family with the right woman. Nellie is not too sure about the last requirement, but thinks she could work on it. After correspondence, a match is made and Nellie packs her bags and she heads for the train station, hopes high and ready for a new, quiet life.
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Chapter One
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As Nellie stepped off the train onto the dusty platform, she took a deep breath of the crisp, country air. The sound of birds chirping and leaves rustling in the wind was a welcome change from the constant cacophony of the city she had left behind.

Waiting for her was a man with a warm smile and kind eyes, who introduced himself as Burt Livingston. He helped her with her bags and led her to a horse-drawn carriage, which took them through lush green meadows and towering trees to his ranch house.

Nellie's heart swelled with excitement as they approached the quaint, picturesque house nestled in the forest. A babbling brook ran nearby, its soothing sound immediately calming her nerves. Burt showed her around the cozy home, pointing out the comfortable bedroom, spacious kitchen, and inviting living room.

Over dinner that evening, which Burt had cooked, Nellie and Burt talked for hours, sharing stories of their past and dreams for the future. She found herself drawn to his gentle demeanor and thoughtful gestures. The more they spoke, the more Nellie realized that Burt was not just a good match - he was the missing piece she had been searching for all her life.

Days turned into weeks, and Nellie found herself falling more deeply in love with Burt and the peaceful life they were building together. She helped tend to the vegetable garden, milked the cows, and even learned how to ride a horse alongside Burt.

One evening, as they sat on the porch watching the sun dip below the horizon, Burt turned to Nellie with a twinkle in his eye. "Nellie, there's something I've been wanting to ask you," he said, reaching into his pocket.

Nellie's heart pounded in her chest as he got down on one knee, holding out a small velvet box. Opening it, she gasped at the shimmering diamond ring nestled inside.

"Nellie Brooks, will you do me the honor of becoming my wife?" Burt's voice was filled with love and hope as he gazed into Nellie's eyes.

Tears welled up in Nellie's eyes as she looked at the man who had brought so much joy and peace into her life. Without hesitation, she threw her arms around Burt and whispered, "Yes, Burt, yes! I would be honored to be your wife."

The following days were a whirlwind of excitement as the news of their engagement spread through the small town. The local seamstress worked tirelessly to create a beautiful wedding gown for Nellie, while the townspeople banded together to decorate the ranch house for the ceremony.

On the day of the wedding, the sun shone brightly in the clear blue sky as friends and neighbors gathered to witness Burt and Nellie exchange vows in a simple yet heartfelt ceremony. As they stood hand in hand, surrounded by loved ones, Nellie felt a profound sense of gratitude and contentment wash over her. She couldn't believe how much her life had changed since that fateful day she walked into the marriage broker's shop in New York City.

After the ceremony, as the guests enjoyed a lively reception filled with music and laughter, Burt pulled Nellie aside for a quiet moment alone. They strolled hand in hand through the trees, the cool breeze ruffling Nellie's veil as they walked.

"Nellie, I never imagined I could be so lucky as to have you in my life," Burt said, his voice filled with emotion. "You've brought light and joy into my home, and my heart is overflowing with happiness."

Tears glistened in Nellie's eyes as she looked up at Burt, feeling overwhelmed by the depth of her love for him. "I never thought I could find such peace and happiness in this quiet little corner of the world," she whispered. "But being here with you, I have found a sense of purpose and belonging that I never knew was possible. You are my rock, my anchor, and my greatest blessing."

Burt's eyes shone with tears of joy as he pulled Nellie into his arms, holding her close. "And you, my dear Nellie, are the brightest star in my sky. I promise to cherish and love you for all the days of my life."

In that moment, surrounded by the beauty of nature and the love of their friends and family, Nellie knew that she had found her true home. She had traded the chaos of the city for the tranquility of the countryside, and in Burt's arms, she had found a love that would last a lifetime.

As they danced under the twinkling stars, lost in each other's eyes, Nellie felt a sense of peace settle over her heart. She knew that no matter what challenges lay ahead, as long as she had Burt by her side, she would face them with courage and grace. The night seemed to stretch on forever, filled with laughter, music, and the warmth of their love.
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In the days that followed, Nellie and Burt settled into married life on the ranch, their days filled with hard work and simple pleasures. Together, they tended to the land, raised animals, and nurtured their growing love for each other.

As the seasons changed and the ranch bloomed with life, Nellie found herself embracing the quiet rhythms of country living. She no longer missed the noise and chaos of the city; instead, she reveled in the peace and serenity of her new home.

One evening, as they sat by a crackling fire in the hearth, Burt turned to Nellie with a smile. "I have a surprise for you," he said mysteriously.

Curious, Nellie watched as Burt disappeared into the house and returned with a small wooden box. Opening it, Nellie's eyes widened in surprise as she saw what was inside - a delicate silver locket, adorned with intricate engravings of wildflowers. Tears welled up in her eyes as she gently traced the patterns with her fingers, her heart overflowing with gratitude for the man who knew her so well.

Burt took the locket from the box and fastened it around Nellie's neck, his touch tender and loving. "I wanted to give you something to always remind you of the beauty and love we have here on this ranch," he said softly.

Nellie threw her arms around Burt, holding him close as she whispered, "Thank you, Burt. This is more beautiful than I could have ever imagined."

As they sat by the fire, the flames casting a warm glow over their faces, Nellie felt a sense of peace wash over her. She knew that no matter what challenges came their way, as long as she had Burt by her side and blissful silence to write in, their love would always be their anchor. The days turned into weeks, and the weeks turned into months as Nellie and Burt continued to build their life together on the ranch. They faced hardships and triumphs side by side, their love growing stronger with each passing day.

One afternoon, as they worked together in the fields under the scorching sun, Nellie wiped the sweat from her brow and turned to Burt with a smile. "Do you ever think about starting a family?" she asked, her eyes sparkling with hope.

Burt's face broke into a wide grin as he set down his tools and took Nellie's hands in his. "I've been dreaming of having children with you since the day we met," he confessed. "I want nothing more than to see our love reflected in the eyes of our children."

Tears of joy welled up in Nellie's eyes as she threw her arms around Burt, feeling overwhelmed by the depth of their love. "Oh, Burt, that would be a dream come true," she whispered, her heart brimming with happiness.

They spent the evening discussing their hopes and dreams for a future family, their faces illuminated by the warm glow of the setting sun. Nellie felt a
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