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This book is dedicated to the believers in China, Iran, and North Korea, who are forced to live under authoritarian regimes. To these dear souls, God says:

“After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.”

1 Peter 5:10
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The book of Acts is one of the key books of the New Testament, for in it God chronicles for us the start of His visible church on earth, which started at Jerusalem and which then spread from there, so that by the end of the first century AD, there were local churches throughout the known world.

The reader will notice in reading the book of Acts that God starts with the ministry of the apostle Peter. This is no coincidence, since Peter was the God-appointed leader and spokesman for the twelve apostles. Also, we need to keep in mind that the reason that God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, chose these twelve disciples to be with Him during the three and a half years of His public ministry on earth was that He might train these men to carry on the ministry on earth after He had ascended to Heaven again, after His death at the cross, His burial, and His resurrection from the dead the third day.

And so, Peter was God’s vessel to start His church at Jerusalem, which was in Israel, but then it was the apostle Paul who was God’s vessel to expand God’s church to the nations of the known world. And those who have sought to do a commentary on any of the apostle Paul’s letters in the New Testament know that it would have been a difficult task, if one did not have the historical context of the book of Acts to refer to. We can therefore say that the book of Acts is indispensable to understand the historical context of much of the New Testament!

Since it has been shown (for instance in “Chronological aspects of the life of Christ,” by Harold W. Hoehner) that the death of God’s Son in human flesh, The Lord Jesus Christ, took place on Friday, April 3, 33 AD, and since the book of Acts ends with the apostle Paul at Rome at Chapter 28, which conservative scholars assign as being 60 to 62 AD, means that the historical content of the book of Acts takes place between 33 and 60 or 62 AD!

And please note that the author’s commentary on the book of Acts has so far taken up 370 pages of 8.5 x 11” notes, which means that the published work will be taken up in a number of Chapters per book, with Book 1 covering Acts 1 and 2, while Book 2 covered Acts 3,4,5,6,7, and Book 3 (the present book) covers Acts 8,9,10,11,12.

Please note that there is an Addendum at the back of the book, which has six sections. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time. In Addendum B, we take a brief look at the two separate comings from Heaven to earth of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ. In Addendum C, we have “The rise of the man-made religious system known as Judaism, which included Phariseeism!” In Addendum D, we have the relation between repentance and faith. And in Addendum E, we have “Chosen of God for a purpose.” And then in Addendum F, we have a gospel message for any reader who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God, through faith in His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier
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Saul begins persecuting the local church at Jerusalem, Acts 8:1-3
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It was no coincidence that God told us at Acts 7:58, “When they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of A YOUNG MAN NAMED SAUL.” This Saul, who would later become the apostle Paul, once God had saved him, was at this time an unbeliever, who we will now see began persecuting the local church at Jerusalem, after Stephen had been stoned, noting now what we read at Acts 8:1-3, “[1] SAUL WAS IN HEARTY AGREEMENT WITH PUTTING HIM TO DEATH. AND ON THAT DAY A GREAT PERSECUTION BEGAN AGAINST THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM, AND THEY WERE ALL SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE REGIONS OF JUDEA AND SAMARIA, EXCEPT THE APOSTLES. [2] Some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him. [3] BUT SAUL BEGAN RAVAGING THE CHURCH, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.”

That Saul “was in hearty agreement with putting him (Stephen) to death,” can be verified by his own admission later on, after he had become a believer, noting for instance what we read at Acts 22:20, “And when the blood of Your witness Stephen was being shed, I ALSO WAS STANDING BY APPROVING, and watching out for the coats of those who were slaying him,” and also noting what he also said at Acts 26:10, “And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons, having received authority from the chief priests, but also WHEN THEY WERE BEING PUT TO DEATH I CAST MY VOTE AGAINST THEM.” 

This last statement relates to what we read of Saul doing at Acts 8:3, in terms of hunting down those who were believers at Jerusalem and having them put in prison. We also see here that there was now no longer any restraint by the leadership in sentencing believers to death, as had occurred earlier when a Pharisee named Gamaliel had spoken up (Acts 5:33-40). They now had a willing vessel in Saul, who did not need any prodding to carry out their desire of ridding Jerusalem of all believers! It is therefore no coincidence that we read at Acts 8:1 that “a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem!

As we then further see from Acts 8:1, those believers who were not arrested and put to death, fled the city, leaving behind only the twelve apostles. They would not have left for their specific instruction from The Lord Jesus Himself had been as we see at Acts 1:4,5, which was to stay in Jerusalem until The Holy Spirit had come to indwell them for God’s service. They now had The Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4), however, it would seem that they had no instruction for the time being of leaving Jerusalem.

The believers who fled went “throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria,” seeing here that this was a persecution that God was allowing, because after starting a local church at Jerusalem, it was now His desire to do so elsewhere also, as He made clear when He said at Acts 1:8, “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and YOU SHALL BE MY WITNESSES BOTH IN JERUSALEM, AND IN ALL JUDEA AND SAMARIA, AND EVEN TO THE REMOTEST PART OF THE EARTH."

As we also see from Acts 8:2, as soon as Stephen had been stoned to death, and before the persecution against them broke out in Jerusalem, the believers had taken Stephen’s body and had buried him (note that it was not cremation, which is not of God!), and grieved over his death!
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The ministry of Philip in Samaria, Acts 8:4-13

[image: ]


Earlier, when looking at Acts 6:5, and there being given a list of seven male believers, who had been chosen to look after the temporal affairs of the local church at Jerusalem, we highlighted two names, that being Stephen and Philip, whom we said that God was later to greatly use them in the early church. 

We have seen God use Stephen greatly already, and now, as we come to Acts 8:4-13, we will see to what extent God will now use Philip in His work, there now reading, “[4] THEREFORE, THOSE WHO HAD BEEN SCATTERED WENT ABOUT PREACHING THE WORD. [5] PHILIP WENT DOWN TO THE CITY OF SAMARIA AND BEGAN PROCLAIMING CHRIST TO THEM. [6] The crowds with one accord were giving attention to what was said by Philip, as they heard AND SAW THE SIGNS WHICH HE WAS PERFORMING. [7] For in the case of many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them shouting with a loud voice; and MANY WHO HAD BEEN PARALYZED AND LAME WERE HEALED. [8] So there was much rejoicing in that city. [9] Now there was a man named SIMON, who formerly was practicing magic in the city and astonishing the people of Samaria, claiming to be someone great; [10] and they all, from smallest to greatest, were giving attention to him, saying, "This man is what is called the Great Power of God." [11] And they were giving him attention because he had for a long time astonished them with his magic arts. [12] But WHEN THEY BELIEVED PHILIP PREACHING THE GOOD NEWS ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST, THEY WERE BEING BAPTIZED, MEN AND WOMEN ALIKE. [13] EVEN SIMON HIMSELF BELIEVED; AND AFTER BEING BAPTIZED, he continued on with Philip, and as he observed signs and great miracles taking place, he was constantly amazed.”

What we read at Acts 8:4 is exactly what God wanted to happen, namely, that the believers who were scattered from Jerusalem, due to the persecution taking place there, now went wherever they could find shelter in the regions of Judea and Samaria, telling others about The Lord Jesus. 

This would have been fairly easy to do here due to the fact that wherever they went people would have wanted to know WHY they were fleeing their homes, which in most cases would likely have been with just the clothes on their back! 

Starting at Acts 8:5, God gives us an example of this, now mentioning Philip, whom God had earlier mentioned at Acts 6:5, who is now seen as one who had fled Jerusalem due to the persecution and now found himself at the city of Samaria, which was the capital of the northern kingdom of Israel, which consisted of ten tribes, while the southern kingdom of Judah, consisting of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, had Jerusalem as its capital.

When we read at verse 8:5 that Philip “began proclaiming Christ to them,” this simply meant that he was preaching the gospel to them, which is God’s good news to mankind relating to His Son, namely, that as The Son of God now on earth in human flesh, He died at the cross to pay the penalty of death due the sins of the whole human race, was buried, and then was raised from the dead the third day, being now alive forevermore, for it is through faith in Him that God now grants the forgiveness of sins and eternal life from Himself (1 Corinthians 15:1-4)!

As we then see from Acts 8:6,7, the people were especially attentive to what Philip was doing, because God was carrying out some miraculous works through him, such as setting free those who were demon-possessed, and providing healing to those who were in need. 

It is important to grasp here that the miraculous signs were God’s way of authenticating the messenger and the message, so that people would realize that Philip really was sent of God (John 3:2).

Whenever one is healed of an ailment, even of demon-possession, especially if one had been in that condition for many years, and then one is set free, this easily explained what we read at Acts 8:8, in that there was now a lot of rejoicing taking place in the city of Samaria!

God gives us a specific example of this at Acts 8:9-11, when He now brings a man named Simon to our attention, “who formerly was practicing magic in the city and astonishing the people of Samaria, claiming to be someone great,” although it is clear that he had been one who was serving Satan, the devil, in the city of Samaria, who was giving him the power to perform magic, which the people there thought was “the great power of God.”

Here we see God’s power at work, in that He is able to save anyone, with no one ever being beyond God’s ability to save! Praise be to God! After all, God is an eternally existing and uncreated Being, Who created all at His original creation, while the devil is simply one of the angelic beings (cherub, Ezekiel 28:13-15) whom God created, who then went astray into sin.

As we then see at verse 8:12,13 as men and women in the city of Samaria were believing the gospel relating to God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, speaking of water baptism, which we are told also included Simon, who continued on with Phillip, being continually amazed at the miracles that God was performing through him. Simon would have been more amazed than most, because now he would know that what he was seeing was NOT the work of the devil, but was indeed of God.

And before closing this chapter and going on to the next, we need to mention here that when we read at Acts 8:13, “EVEN SIMON HIMSELF BELIEVED; AND AFTER BEING BAPTIZED, he continued on with Philip,” that this was a genuine belief in God leading to salvation. This is mentioned here because later on in the next
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