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The golden hen gave a cheerful grin. “I think they’re cooking in
the kitchen!” “COOKING?!” the worried hen nearly fell. “Oh, those
poor eggs! What a terrible smell!” “It’s breakfast,” said the golden
hen. “And tomorrow I'll lay some more again.” “MORE?!” cried the

hen. “You can’t be serious! This egg business is getting
mysterious!”
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A gray hen watched from beside the door, Then shook her head
and scratched the floor. “You haven’t laid a single egg, Yet you’ve
worried enough to fill a keg!” “Of course I’'m worried!” the little
hen cried. “Who knows what happens to eggs outside? They
might be boiled, they might be fried, They might be cracked with
a spoon on the side!”
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A plump white hen was standing near, And raised one eyebrow at what she’'d
hear. “What’s all the fuss?” the white hen said. “Has something terrible
happened to your head?” “Worse!” cried the hen. “Much worse than that!
I’m going to lay an egg — imagine that!” The white hen blinked. “Well,
goodness me. That’s what we do, quite naturally.” “But what if someone
wants it fried? Or sunny-side up, with toast on the side?” The white hen
laughed. “You’re making a fuss! Laying an egg is normal for us.”
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Just then a golden-feathered hen Came strutting proudly toward
the pen. “I laid two eggs this morning,” she said, “Then had a
lovely breakfast of bread!” “TWO eggs?!” our worried hen replied.
“Two little eggs, just side by side? And where are they now? Are
they safe? Are they sound? Or have they been scrambled and
passed around?”
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“I think I'll lay an egg today,” A worried little hen did say.
“But what if someone takes it away And fries it up for
breakfast one day? What if they scramble it in a pan, Or boil
it hard for a hungry man? What if they crack it? What if they
bake it? What if they whisk it and shake it and break it?”
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She paced the coop from wall to wall, Then stopped and gave a
frightened squall. “Oh, dear! Oh, no! What shall | do? Aneggis a
dangerous thing to produce!” She flapped her wings and shook
her head, And pictured a plate with a slice of bread. “A perfectly
innocent egg,” she cried, “With butter and toast on either side!”
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