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​​The Tortoise and the Geese


[image: ]


––––––––
[image: ]


Once upon a time, in a lush forest near a serene lake, there lived a wise old tortoise named Kachchapa. He had lived there for many years and was well-loved by the animals. He had many friends, including a pair of geese who often visited him. These two geese, named Sama and Lila, had a beautiful, high-flying life. They traveled far and wide, enjoying the world from above, but they always made time to visit Kachchapa, as they had become close friends over the years.
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One summer, the forest was experiencing a terrible drought. The lake that was once full of water began to dry up, and soon it was only a small puddle left. The animals who lived around the lake were in distress, and many began to leave in search of food and water. Kachchapa, being elderly, could no longer travel long distances to find a new home. He worried about how he would survive.

Sama and Lila, knowing their friend's plight, came up with a plan. They told Kachchapa, "We can fly you to a beautiful lake far away, where there is plenty of water and food. But you must promise us one thing—do not speak a word during the journey. You must hold on to the stick we carry between our beaks and stay silent, no matter what."

The tortoise, though a bit puzzled, agreed to the plan. He trusted his friends and was eager to find a new home.
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So, the two geese took a strong stick in their beaks, one at each end, and asked Kachchapa to hold onto the middle of the stick with his mouth. They flew high into the sky, carrying the tortoise between them. The journey was long and tiresome, but Kachchapa marveled at the beauty of the world below. He had never seen such vast stretches of land, lush valleys, and sparkling rivers. He felt a sense of freedom he had never experienced before.

As they flew on, some people from a village below looked up and saw the trio soaring through the sky. One of the villagers, astonished by the sight, shouted, "Look! What an incredible sight! A tortoise being carried by two geese! How strange! But why is the tortoise holding on to that stick? Is he wise or foolish?"

Hearing the people below, the tortoise was overcome with the urge to speak. He wanted to tell them, "I am not foolish! I am wise! These are my friends, and I am being carried safely to a new home!" But just as he opened his mouth to speak, he remembered the geese’s warning: Do not speak a word during the journey. 

For a moment, he hesitated, but the temptation to boast was too great. “I must show them how clever I am,” thought Kachchapa, and without thinking, he began to open his mouth to speak.

But as soon as the tortoise began to talk, he lost his grip on the stick. His mouth was no longer holding the middle, and he plummeted to the ground, falling into the village below. The villagers, amazed, rushed to see the fallen tortoise, who was unharmed but embarrassed.

When Sama and Lila heard the sound of Kachchapa’s fall, they swooped down and found their dear friend sitting on the ground, looking embarrassed. He had survived the fall, but he was ashamed. The tortoise knew that his pride had led him into danger.

He looked at his friends and said, “I was so foolish! I let my desire to show off get the better of me. Now I understand—if I had only listened and stayed silent, I would have reached the new lake safely.”

Sama, the wise goose, nodded and said gently, "Sometimes, friend Kachchapa, it is better to remain silent and let your actions speak for themselves. Words, when not used wisely, can bring harm. You learned that the hard way."

From that day forward, Kachchapa never again let his desire to speak inappropriately get the best of him. He had learned a valuable lesson—that silence can be golden, especially when one's words might cause harm or trouble.

And so, the tortoise, now wiser than before, lived out the rest of his days in peace, never forgetting the lesson that his two loyal friends had taught him.
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Moral of the Story:  

Speech should be used wisely and not to harm oneself. The tortoise learned that sometimes silence is the best choice, and that speaking out of pride or impatience can lead to unintended consequences.
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​​The Golden Swan
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Long ago, in a kingdom nestled by a beautiful lake, there lived a majestic swan named Hamsa. Hamsa was no ordinary bird—his feathers were pure gold. His golden feathers shimmered in the sunlight, creating a mesmerizing glow that could be seen from miles away. The swan’s beauty was so extraordinary that people from far and wide came to gaze at him. They marveled at his radiant plumage and praised him for his grace.
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Hamsa lived by the lake in peaceful solitude, untouched by the world’s troubles. He spent his days swimming through the crystal-clear waters, gliding under the willow trees, and singing songs to the wind. The lake was his sanctuary, and the creatures of the forest, the birds, and the animals adored him.

One day, a terrible famine swept across the land. The crops failed, and the people of the nearby village were hungry and desperate. They had no food to eat and no means of surviving the harsh season. The king of the land, who was equally troubled by the suffering of his people, called upon his royal advisors to find a solution. After many long discussions, one of the advisors suggested, "There is a swan in the lake, a creature so beautiful and rare. If we catch him and present him to the king’s court, his golden feathers will bring great riches, and we can sell them to relieve the famine."

The greedy advisor thought only of gold, imagining how the king would
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