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Prologue
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Imagine looking up at the night sky, filled with twinkling stars and mysterious planets. Have you ever wondered what’s out there? How the universe began? What happens inside a black hole? These were the kinds of questions that fascinated Stephen Hawking from a young age.

Stephen wasn’t just any scientist—he was one of the greatest thinkers of our time. Even when his body became weak due to illness, his mind remained strong, exploring the biggest mysteries of space and time. He made incredible discoveries about black holes, wrote books that helped people understand the universe, and inspired millions with his determination.

But Stephen’s journey wasn’t easy. He faced challenges that might have stopped others, yet he never gave up. With his brilliant mind and unstoppable spirit, he changed the way we see the universe.

This book will take you through the life of Stephen Hawking, from his childhood curiosity to his groundbreaking discoveries. Get ready to learn about a scientist who defied the odds and unlocked the secrets of the cosmos!
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Chapter 1: A Boy Who Loved the Stars
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Stephen Hawking was born on January 8, 1942, in Oxford, England. From the very beginning, he was a curious child who loved to ask questions about the world around him. He wanted to know how things worked and why they worked the way they did. He was not just interested in everyday things—he was fascinated by the mysteries of the universe. While many kids enjoyed playing outside or reading storybooks, Stephen found joy in looking up at the night sky, wondering what lay beyond the twinkling stars.

Even as a young boy, Stephen was fascinated by space and the idea of other planets. He would often stare at the stars for hours, trying to imagine what was out there. He loved thinking about the vastness of the universe and the many secrets it held. He would ask questions that few people thought about: What makes the stars shine? Why do planets move around the sun? What happens at the edge of space? His curiosity had no limits, and he was determined to find answers.

Stephen's love for science may have come from his family. His father, Frank Hawking, was a scientist who studied medicine, and his mother, Isobel, was also very intelligent and well-educated. In their home, learning was very important. The Hawking family loved reading, discussing new ideas, and exploring different subjects. Instead of watching television, they spent their evenings reading books and solving complex problems. Sometimes, they even ate their meals in silence because everyone was too busy reading!

Even though Stephen was incredibly bright, he wasn’t always the best student. In his early school years, he wasn’t at the top of his class. He was clever, but he didn’t always put effort into his schoolwork. He found lessons boring and preferred to spend his time building things, like toy airplanes and model trains. He once even took apart a clock just to see how it worked! His classmates and teachers could see that he had a brilliant mind, even if he didn’t always get the highest grades.

Stephen had a playful side, too. He loved making up games and puzzles for his friends and siblings. He had a great sense of humor and enjoyed challenging people to brain teasers. He was also known for being a bit of a prankster. He once built a computer with his friends using old mechanical parts, which was impressive for a kid! Even at a young age, it was clear that he had a natural talent for understanding machines, numbers, and scientific ideas.

As he grew older, Stephen’s interest in the stars only deepened. He spent hours reading books about astronomy, physics, and the mysteries of the cosmos. He was inspired by famous scientists like Albert Einstein and Isaac Newton, who had made groundbreaking discoveries about space and time. Stephen dreamed of making big discoveries himself one day. He wanted to understand the universe better than anyone ever had before. His mind was filled with ideas about black holes, gravity, and time travel—concepts that many people found too difficult to understand.

Even though he wasn’t the most hardworking student in school, when it came to science, he was completely dedicated. He loved learning about the laws of physics and how they controlled everything in the universe. While most kids thought of space as just stars and planets, Stephen wanted to understand what space was made of and what forces controlled it. His teachers soon realized that he was no ordinary student. They saw that he had an incredible ability to think about problems in a unique way, and they encouraged him to study science more seriously.

When he was a teenager, Stephen’s fascination with the universe became even stronger. He enjoyed discussing complex ideas with his friends and teachers. While most teenagers were interested in sports, music, or movies, Stephen spent his time thinking about how the universe worked. He loved talking about topics that most people found confusing, like the nature of time and the possibility of other dimensions. He believed that science had the power to answer the biggest questions about existence.

Even though he was passionate about science, Stephen also had a normal childhood in many ways. He loved riding his bike, playing board games, and spending time with his friends. He enjoyed challenges and always wanted to figure out how things worked. He never stopped asking questions, and his curiosity led him to study the universe in a way that no one else had before.

Little did young Stephen know that one day, his name would be known all over the world. He would go on to make discoveries that would change the way people understood space, time, and black holes. But at that time, he was just a boy who loved looking at the stars, wondering what secrets they held, and dreaming of one day unlocking their mysteries.
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Chapter 2: Growing Up with Big Questions
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As Stephen Hawking grew older, his curiosity about the universe only deepened. He wasn’t the kind of child who simply accepted things as they were—he always wanted to know why. While other kids might have been happy just knowing that the sun rises and sets, Stephen wanted to understand why the Earth rotated, how the sun created its energy, and what lay beyond the farthest stars. His mind was filled with questions that most people never even thought to ask. He wondered if time had a beginning, what would happen if you fell into a black hole, and whether the universe would ever come to an end. These were not the kinds of questions most children thought about, but for Stephen, they were the most exciting puzzles in the world.

His love for science wasn’t just limited to space and the stars. Stephen was fascinated by everything in the natural world. He loved learning about the forces that shaped the universe, from gravity to magnetism. He wanted to understand the way things moved, the way energy worked, and how tiny particles—smaller than the eye could see—helped build everything in existence. He was constantly thinking about how the universe fit together like a giant puzzle, with each law of physics playing an important role in making things work.

At home, Stephen’s family encouraged his love of learning. His parents, Frank and Isobel, were both very intelligent and curious people themselves. They believed that knowledge was one of the most valuable things a person could have. Dinnertime at the Hawking household was often quiet, not because they didn’t get along, but because everyone was too busy reading! Books were stacked high in every room of their house, and Stephen always had something new to explore. His parents wanted him to ask questions and seek answers, even if those answers were hard to find.

Although Stephen had a bright and inquisitive mind, he wasn’t always the most dedicated student in school. He was incredibly intelligent, but he didn’t always feel the need to prove it by getting perfect grades. He was much more interested in figuring out things for himself than in memorizing facts from a textbook. He preferred solving real-world problems rather than simply repeating what teachers told him. Some of his teachers noticed his potential and encouraged him, but others thought he wasn’t working hard enough. Despite this, his natural brilliance couldn’t be ignored.

One thing that made Stephen stand out was his ability to think about problems in creative ways. He didn’t just accept the answers that were already known—he wanted to explore new ideas and think about things from different angles. He would often challenge himself with difficult questions, even if he didn’t know the answers right away. For example, he wondered if time was something that had always existed or if it had a starting point. He thought about whether space stretched on forever
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