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Our Light in the darkness, our Rock of salvation, and the Author of our faith. May the words of this message bring glory to Your name and draw hearts ever closer to You.
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Copyright

Copyright © 2025 by Leslie Rendell

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except as permitted by U.S. copyright law. 

Book Cover by Leslie Rendell

Published by Leslie Rendell at Draught2Digital

First edition 2025

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

How Many Resurrections Are Yet to Come



[image: ]


There is a great deal of confusion on practically every topic in the Bible. I believe one of the major causes for this is due to the many different versions of the Bible that do not always agree. I believe the King James Bible of 1769 is the most accurate bible we have today, so I will be using this bible as the source of all the scriptures I will be referring to.

When it comes to the resurrection of the dead, there are several different interpretations about how many resurrections there will be, and also on the timing of these resurrections.

I would like to concentrate first on the only resurrection from the dead to have occurred so far in all of the history of mankind, and that is obviously that of Jesus Christ. It is imperative we believe in Christ’s resurrection, because if He was not resurrected, then what 1Co 15:16-19 says would apply to us.


[15] Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. [16] For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: [17] And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. [18] Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. [19] If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 


This sums up very well what our future would be if there was no resurrection from the dead. So the first thing we must establish is that Jesus did actually rise from the dead. This most remarkable event is recorded for us in 1Co 15:20-23.


[20] But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. [21] For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. [22] For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. [23] But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.


These four verses confirm several things, first that Jesus Christ rose from the dead three days and three nights after he was laid out in the tomb. Then we are informed that all shall be made alive, in other words everyone who has ever lived will one day be resurrected from the dead. After this we see where we will all have a set time for our own resurrection and the first will be when Christ returns.

We also now have the first clue as to when the resurrections will occur. Christ is said to be the firstfruits in verse 23, He was the first to be resurrected and he will be followed by those who belong to Him when He returns as is clear from verse 23. The people who have given their lives to God and are seen as being just are the ones who belong to Christ, and they will be resurrected only after Jesus has returned, this is evident from verse 23.

In this verse there is no mention of people who are not seen as belonging to Jesus. This will be discussed a little later in this book.

Christ’s coming back from the dead was understood by Moses and the prophets as recorded in the book of Acts 26:22-23. 


[22] Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: [23] That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. 


I find it interesting here to see that these things were spoken of by the prophets and by Moses many centuries before the actual event took place. It was all recorded in the Old Testament along with other prophecies that clearly point to Jesus Christ. When the Jews understand this from their own scriptures, they will then embrace Jesus as their Lord and Saviour and as their Messiah.

Let us now examine some scriptures that cause some people to believe there will be a general resurrection of the dead, where everyone will be resurrected at the same time. This thought can be seen in the following scriptures from Acts 24:14-15.


[14] But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets: [15] And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.


Now we can see there will be at least two resurrections, one for the just and one for the unjust. But there is no indication here about when these events will happen, only that there will be a resurrection of all people, the just and the unjust.

This thought can also be taken from what is recorded in John 5:28-29.


[28] Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, [29] And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.


In this passage of scripture we also see that “ALL” those who are in their graves will be resurrected to physical life, and again we see the two groups who will be resurrected. Those who have done good, the just, and those who have done evil, the unjust. But once again there is no evidence here as to when these resurrections are going to happen.
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To fully understand when these resurrections will occur, we must answer one critical question. At what point will the prophets, including Moses, Abraham, Isaac, Joseph, Sarah, Abel, and Enoch, receive their rewards? This is a crucial aspect of the resurrection of the dead that we must fully understand. And as usual, we will find the answer in the holy scriptures if we are prepared to search for them. God has concealed many things in His scriptures, and He expects us to search for them as indicated in.


Pro 25:2, ¶ It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter.


This question can be answered by examining the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, commonly called the faith chapter. This chapter is referring to the Old Testament men and women, some of whom I have just named, who faithfully served Almighty God.

As we are reading this chapter, there are two verses we need to understand. These verses are Heb 11:13 and 11:33. Let us read Heb 11:13 first.


[13] These all died in faith,4 not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.


Notice that all those mentioned in verse 11 died in their faith, but they did not receive their rewards, they did receive the promises, but the promises were never fulfilled. Next we will see the same thing in verse 33.


[33] Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,


They have all obtained their promises, but not the actual reward. This is made even more clear in Hebrews 11:38 and 39. Listen to these two verses, and I will start in verse 37.


[37] They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; [38] (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. [39] And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise:


The Apostle Paul, who is thought to be the author of Hebrews says in verse 39 that these people had not yet received the promises that were made to them. This is what verses 13 and 33 that we read earlier stated. Then we can go to the book of John and see where this thought is reinforced in Joh 3:13. This passage of scripture is highlighted in red if you possess a red-letter Bible. Consequently, these words are attributed to Jesus himself, and we should put our faith in what our Lord has to say on this subject. Listen to Joh 3:13.


[13] And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.


Now Paul and John agree that no one had gone to heaven, or received their rewards before they wrote their respective books. Furthermore, Jesus agrees with them. As a result, these famous people must still be waiting for their rewards. If they had received their rewards during the time the New Testament was being written, then surely such a momentous occasion would have been recorded in God’s holy Bible. However, since it never was, we can be certain that they have not yet receive their rewards. So, when will such an event take place? The answer is concealed in Hebrews 11:40. 


[40] God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect. 


Surely, to be made perfect is to receive the free gift of eternal life from our Lord, and to receive our perfect spiritual bodies. Like you, I've read the eleventh chapter of Hebrews numerous times, but I've never really grasped what is being communicated here. What I am about to say now could be one of the most significant things I have ever said, and it should change the way we look at Hebrews 11:40 in the future.

We can easily read over things and miss their full meaning. It is my conviction that verse 40, which I have just read, is one of those biblical passages that we have not yet fully comprehended. Please read verse 40 once more, and pay close attention to the words Paul used. “God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.” 

We must first determine to whom Paul is addressing this letter. The answer is the
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