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Wilmington, Delaware | c. 1910

Photo by Walter Bibikow
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RØMØ KITE FESTIVAL

Rømø, Denmark | c. 1989

Photo by Søren Nørgaard Jakobson


FOREWORD



Do these places actually exist?

Some of them look imaginary, and some apparently look like I (Wes) made them up, but I didn’t, and I’ve never been to any of them—except the umbrella shop on here.

For certain: I am going to find my way to this kite festival in Denmark one day (here). 

In the meantime, I send my very best wishes to Wally and Amanda Koval and their Community of adventurer photographers…

—Wes Anderson
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RIGI RAILWAYS
 Goldau, Switzerland | c. 1871
 Photo by Marjorie Becker, CAP


Introduction

THANK YOU FOR EXPLORING

Hey, Adventurers!

Accidentally Wes Anderson began as a personal travel bucket list in 2017, and has somehow grown into a vibrant Community of nearly two million people. Each of us has our own ideas about the adventures that call to us, and many of them have found their way into this book.

Sometimes those adventures involve traveling around the world or jumping out of an airplane. Other times they begin simply by making a left turn out of our neighborhood instead of a right.

This book is about all types of adventures—big and small, everyday and extraordinary, here and way over there. You’ll venture to Antarctica through the treacherous Drake Passage, make a stop in lesser-known Jincumbilly, Australia (where platypuses outnumber people), discover a bridge in Wisconsin that went to nowhere, and drop into the most peculiar umbrella shop in London.

But no matter where, when, or why, adventure is nothing without the people who make it memorable. Here we share the stories of communities and characters—on every continent—who come to life as vividly as the photos themselves.

You’ll meet the father of American skydiving, who created the UN-sanctioned official center of the world—a California town with a population of two. You’ll visit the “post office at the end of the world” in Tierra del Fuego—and meet the mustachioed letter carrier who, in his free time, runs an anarchist island micronation called Redonda. And you’ll travel to a town in the Arctic Circle where cats are not allowed, humans cannot be buried, and a primary attraction is a doomsday vault containing the recipe for the Oreo cookie.

Almost every one of these locations could warrant their own book (and some have!). We hope this collection inspires you to dive deeper into these worlds, add to your own travel bucket list, and discover new opportunities for future adventures, wherever you might be and wherever you may go.

<3
 W+A
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GRUMMAN G-164B AG-CAT
 Palouse Prairie, Washington | c. 1950s
 Photo by Ben Herndon




Explore Responsibly
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THE PINK HOUSE
 London, England | c. 1820
 Photo by Julie Taylor

Peter Lee has lived in this perfectly pink home for more than forty years, and people love taking photos of it. And Peter loves that people love taking photos of it. He just asks that you respect the tile on his front steps, and don’t hang on the banister. Just to say: please explore responsibly and respectfully. <3



Perhaps your adventure starts and ends within the pages of this book. But if you visit some of the places shared here, keep a few things in mind. Check your local listings: locations close, schedules change, and environmental conditions evolve. Looking for that perfect shot? Scaffolding happens. Call, email, or send a carrier pigeon to confirm details before you make travel plans.

Then, when you get there, be nice! Obey the local laws. Treat every place, and every person, with kindness and respect.

Additionally, each story in this book begins with a Name, Location, and Date. Each date—preceded by a “c.”— is meant as a point in time when the structure or location was founded, established, built, manufactured, or opened to the public. Some locations have been built and rebuilt, or closed and reopened numerous times. We did our best to pinpoint the date that would not only be accurate but also be true to the story.

Finally, many of these photos may seem fantastical or out of this world, but they’re all real. Each was captured by a real person. It’s all part of the adventure.

If you come across any outdated or incorrect information, please let us know! Send an email to Book@AccidentallyWesAnderson.com. Happy exploring!




UNITED STATES & CANADA
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Roozengaarde Mount Vernon, Washington

Viewfinder Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona

Seaside Aquarium Seaside, Oregon

Old Arcade Trading Company Silverton, Colorado

Banff Springs Hotel Banff, Alberta, Canada

Church on the Hill Felicity, California

Como Depot Como, Colorado

Little A’Le’Inn Rachel, Nevada

Experimental Aircraft Association Oshkosh, Wisconsin

TWA Hotel Queens, New York

The Flute Shop Torrey, Utah

Bel Harbour Pool Chicago, Illinois

The Blackburn Challenge Gloucester, Massachusetts

Post Office Lewes, Delaware

Albion College Albion, Michigan

Kinsmen Scout Hall Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario, Canada

Hoan Bridge Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Cleveland Institute of Music Cleveland, Ohio

Bob Baker Marionette Theater Los Angeles, California

La Martre Lighthouse La Martre, Quebec, Canada

Coolidge Corner Theatre Brookline, Massachusetts

Colebrookdale Railroad Boyertown, Pennsylvania

Rideau Hall Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

Suburban Station Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Hughes Hall, Fordham University Bronx, New York

Adventure in Vermont

1. Museum of Everyday Life

2. Dog Chapel

3. Knight’s Spider Web Farm

4. Haskell Free Library & Opera House

5. Shelburne Museum

The Motel at Twin Mountain Twin Mountain, New Hampshire

Hatcher Pass Lodge Palmer, Alaska

Camp Wandawega Elkhorn, Wisconsin
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ROOZENGAARDE
 Mount Vernon, Washington | c. 1985
 Photo by Haley Gilbert

William Roozen’s ancestors cultivated tulips for centuries, in his homeland of Holland. He brought the trade with him to the US in the mid-twentieth century, seeking an opportunity to sow new seeds with generations of expertise in his blood. He and his wife settled in Washington State’s Skagit Valley, where rich soil and sea air offered ideal conditions for the Roozens to continue raising flower bulbs—in addition to ten children, many of whom shared his passion.

Within years, William had purchased the Washington Bulb Company, and ran it with the helping hands of his kids, who woke early and tended to the farm before school. They eventually inherited the company, along with his work ethic, and divided up their rows of responsibilities: from farm operations to harvesting to liaising with Dutch associates. But it was one daughter among them who would go on to realize the company’s greatest potential.

Bernadette Roozen Miller left her career in bank management in the late 1980s to get her hands in the soil. She built a dream she would call RoozenGaarde, in honor of the family name (meaning “roses”) and the Dutch word for garden.

She envisioned, then actualized, one of the largest and most renowned flower gardens in North America. RoozenGaarde features acres of curated displays in addition to the working farm. The show garden—redesigned annually and replanted with millions of bulbs—yields a springtime showing that entices worldwide visitors.

Bernadette passed away too young, instilling her five brothers with that much more inspiration to continue cultivating her bright, expansive dream. The annual Tulip Festival draws the largest crowds, journeying in by all manner of vibrant transport. RoozenGaarde and neighboring gardens are open to the public, offering a mesmerizing immersion among millions of vibrant tulips in their fullest bloom. Though the festival is seasonal, RoozenGaarde is open year-round—offering a perennial tribute to Bernadette, whose legacy blooms anew each year, in every possible shade.
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VIEWFINDER
 Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona | c. 1919
 Photo by Oksana Smolianinova

The Grand Canyon is a 277- by 8-mile massive chasm; in other dimensions, nearly 1.5 million Pyramids of Giza could fit inside it, or the entire state of Rhode Island, with plenty of room to spare. This must-see abyss on humanity’s bucket list likely took 3 to 6 million years to form, courtesy of the Colorado River. Erosion continues to alter its nuanced shading and contours, so you’ll never get bored gawking at it.

There is also much more to admire through these lenses than this curious geology. On the South Rim of the canyon, a viewer might catch sight of a large pack of mules on their daily delivery route to Supai village. Located at the base of the Grand Canyon, with a population of just over two hundred, Supai is part of the Havasupai Reservation, and is entirely inaccessible by road. In addition to being the most remote community in the lower forty-eight states to use the US Postal Service, it’s the only place where mail is delivered by mule train, year-round.

Mules live up to the postal creed about reaching their destination no matter the weather, as opposed to helicopters, which prove useless if the wind is too strong. And for the rare Priority Express Mail, the package or letter is tied to a trusty mule, who is set loose to gallop down alone—giving FedEx and UPS a literal run for their money.
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SEASIDE AQUARIUM
 Seaside, Oregon | c. 1937
 Photo by Kristen Mita

Vickie Forney, seafood manager at the Seaside Safeway grocery store, rescued a 25-pound lobster in 1993. “He had to ride in the back seat of my car,” Vickie described to the local paper. Had she not intervened, the chonky lobster would have likely ended up as the centerpiece of a Valentine’s Day dinner table, but thankfully for the sizable shellfish, Vickie had been on the hunt for a gigantic lobster to donate to the nearby aquarium. To aid in her quest, she had asked her seafood supplier to get in touch immediately should one come in, so when this big fella was caught in New England, Vickie got the call, and its cross-country journey began.

The considerable crustacean was carefully packaged, FedEx’d to the northern Oregon coast, picked up, chauffeured in the back of Vickie’s car, and delivered to his new caretaker, Tom Thies—an “all-purpose aquarist” at Seaside Aquarium.

A local nun won a contest to name the lobster, and he became Victor—as in “victory over death” but also honoring Vickie, his savior. Safeway employees and aquarists alike proposed that Victor was the largest living lobster in captivity.

Those claims remain unverified, but we do know that an absurd tragedy struck the following Labor Day weekend. An aquarium worker was taking tickets when she noticed a stranger strolling out the exit with Victor under his arm. She called the general manager, who emerged with a baseball bat. A confrontation on the promenade caused the man to drop Victor, who initially seemed fine, but closer examination revealed his shell had cracked. He died four days later, succumbing to internal injuries. The thief was charged with a misdemeanor, and ordered to serve 120 hours of community service and pay the aquarium $800—or approximately $32 a pound.
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OLD ARCADE TRADING COMPANY
 Silverton, Colorado | c. 1929
 Photo by Kayla Heersink

The Old Arcade Trading Company operates as a wholesome family-run store, and has done so for three generations. Yet this cheery facade and novelty extravaganza of a gift shop is built upon the foundation of a rather different trade, as the building was formerly a bordello.

Before keepsake T-shirts, postcards, and cowboy hats bedecked the interior, the Old Arcade Trading Company greeted its patrons with large pool tables and lively gambling booths out front, while the back was reserved for customers seeking “cribs,” or small rooms that catered to nighttime affairs.

This was quite common for the American West in the nineteenth century. The mining trade was not the only booming business, and sex work—though illegal in many territories—was both destigmatized and recognized as a profitable path across the frontier. As with most industries, there were hierarchies: high-class courtesans entertained in deluxe parlor houses, while the less fortunate hustled out of saloons or on street corners.

But a few more scandals occurred within the Old Arcade’s framework. When its current owner purchased the building, a room was discovered beneath its floorboards with enough space to fit a ladder and three people huddled together. The Prohibition-era bottles left strewn on the ground implied the Old Arcade was either a stash point for bootleggers or run by apocalypse preppers sneaking a few drinks underground.

Today’s owners have elevated the offerings from moonshine but still create batches of their own delicacy on-site. While perusing western relics, customers can enjoy the family’s fresh fudge made in-house—a welcome indulgence in a town carved out by hardworking folks looking to start a new life out west, without abandoning all their vices.
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BANFF SPRINGS HOTEL
 Banff, Alberta, Canada | c. 1888
 Photo by Erin Parrish Duininck

When rail travel took off across Canada during the late nineteenth century, the people at Canadian Pacific Railway decided to lure passengers by offering grand accommodations along scenic journeys, to promote tourism. Ten stately hotels were built throughout the country—among them was Alberta’s Banff Springs Hotel.

First constructed in 1888, a flaw in the original design, or misreading of the plans, required a change in the hotel’s orientation twenty-six years after opening. Some suggest it was built facing backward, causing structural inconsistencies (and considerable embarrassment).

By the start of the twentieth century, the hotel was one of the top three mountain getaways in North America. Builders from Alberta have done very well by Banff Springs, which went through an elaborate process of winterization and renovation to prep for the 1988 Winter Olympics.

Today, the majestic hotel has well over seven hundred rooms, nearly a dozen restaurants, a bowling alley, a golf course, and an indoor pool. Assorted quirks make the destination especially intriguing—such as its supposed “lost room,” and the Devil’s Staircase, named for its steep, winding design—but also lore dictates the space is haunted. Guests have backed up the rumors, offering multiple reports of feeling an inexplicable presence while climbing or descending to their room.

Beneath the spook and spa is Banff Springs’ network of hidden tunnels. Originally constructed to help move supplies during rebuilding, these tunnels serve as utility corridors. Rocky Mountain legend proposes they were once used by bootleggers to stash their boozy reserves during Prohibition. Hard to blame anyone seeking a tipple of relief. The multiple cycles of restoration, spiced with whispers of the paranormal, would otherwise be sufficient to send staff off the deep end.
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CHURCH ON THE HILL
 Felicity, California | c. 2008
 Photo by Chelsea Matz

In 1952, Parisian-born Jacques-André Istel first laid eyes on the enormous, untouched desert between California and Arizona, and bought almost 3,000 acres of land. He never could have imagined what it would become.

He and his wife, Felicia, didn’t develop the land for several decades, as he was busy running the world’s first private parachute company (earning him the moniker “the father of American Skydiving”). When their focus returned to ground level, the first task was figuring out the property’s center point. While they were at it, the couple decided to call it the Center of the World. Jacques-André freely admits that this could be anywhere on Earth’s sphere, and nobody argued the claim. Instead, Imperial County supervisors unanimously passed a property law confirming it as “official,” and a plaque was laid.

In 1986 the couple formally founded that town, with a population of two. It was named for Jacques-André’s wife—the center of his world for more than fifty years. And with a landslide victory of two votes, he was elected mayor (a bedazzled red sash he still wears proudly).

The sign for Felicity, pop. 2, is only one of the reasons you might follow your curiosity and take the exit. From Interstate 8, you might also notice the winding staircase in the middle of town…because it is 25 feet tall, connected to nothing, and leads to nowhere. Closer inspection will reveal it was originally part of the Eiffel Tower. Having been removed during repairs, it went up for auction, so Jacques-André bought it and transported it to Felicity. Next, you’ll notice a huge sundial with an arm modeled after Michelangelo’s hand of God from the Sistine Chapel, pointing visitors toward the completely arbitrary center of our planet.

You cannot stand at the center of the world without being struck by this stunning Church on the Hill, which appears to have been taken from a storybook. After the site was blessed, 150,000 tons of earth was moved to create a 35-foot-high Hill of Prayer. All religions are welcome, though it is only used for weddings, not regular services. Reaching the summit requires climbing 49 steps, and the Church on the Hill sits above all else in Felicity. Why? Jacques-André just felt compelled, which is probably his explanation for the town’s replica of the Liberty Bell, its take on the pyramids, and much more.

Nothing matches the church’s aesthetic beauty. However, the primary motivation for visitors to pay three dollars to visit is to stand on the Official Center of the World—as sanctioned by the likes of the United Nations and the French government’s own Institut Géographique National. But, for the parachuting ringmaster of this desert circus, Felicity’s pièce de résistance is its illustrious museum, History of Humanity in Granite.

The museum includes roughly twenty granite plaques, most of which are over 100 feet long, offering an extremely detailed world history, written by Jacques-André. It details everything from the early days of California to French aviation to marine biology to replicas of the Mona Lisa to a list of all members of the US Marine Corps who died during the Korean War, in which he served.

When asked what the Church on the Hill and this desert mind bender of a township cost him, the mayor, around whom the world revolves, smirked: “More than a hot dog and less than the space shuttle.”
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COMO DEPOT
 Como, Colorado | c. 1879
 Photo by Kayla Heersink

At this railroad crossing, you don’t need to look both ways…because the train ain’t coming.

This once-active railroad depot was created toward the end of the nineteenth century as silver was falling into miners’ pockets around Denver, and the railroad was extended into an unincorporated area of Park County, Colorado. The depot, originally referred to as Como Roundhouse, maintained trains for a time, but its tenure was brief. No one has had to “look out for the cars” since 1937, when it was abandoned. But the depot was recently revived as a museum showcasing Colorado’s regional rail history.

The project is an ongoing venture, offering a high likelihood that this crossing sign will not remain standing in vain. Multipronged efforts also continue, with no success whatsoever, to uncover a relationship between the depot and Italy’s glistening lake of the same name.
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LITTLE A’LE’INN
 Rachel, Nevada | c. 1989
 Photo by Chiara Bolognesi

The remote desert town of Rachel, Nevada, has one establishment for visitors: a busy motel and adjoining restaurant, committed to welcoming earthlings and unidentified flying objects. Originally the venue was called Rachel’s Bar & Grill, but the owners had a contest for a catchier name and landed on Little A’Le’Inn, a nod (or beam) to its greatest significance: proximity to Area 51.

Since 1955, the CIA and subsequent military have (allegedly) used the top-secret Area 51 for testing aircraft. Aerial activity in the region increased, corresponding with a drastic spike in reported UFO sightings. Presumptions and paranoia might have been stifled had the government officially acknowledged Area 51 before 2013. But they didn’t, so for decades public imagination was given infinite space to speculate on the highly secured site. Former employees insisted that Area 51’s testing explained the eerie visions in the night sky, but rumors remained that Area 51 was being used to study alien spacecraft. The buzz made the vicinity a hotspot for UFO hunters, curious road-trippers, Hollywood producers, and conspiracy theorists…who have recently been vindicated by the government’s confirmation of alien life.

The Little A’Le’Inn, run by mother-daughter team Pat and Connie West, fully supports the intrigue that has brought in droves of visitors for over three decades. Business got a boost in 1996, when the state of Nevada formally renamed Rachel’s thoroughfare (Route 375) the Extraterrestrial Highway. Intergalactic wonder is encouraged at the inn: the menu features Saucer Burgers and Alien Amber Ale, merch of little green men is on proud display, and their website declares: “the unknown is what we live for.”

Though valet parking is not offered, all species are invited to dine and stay at the Little A’Le’Inn. If their twelve rooms are booked, campsites are available for those prepared to sleep beneath the stars, perhaps giving them an unobstructed view of our cosmic cousins hovering above.
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EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION
 Oshkosh, Wisconsin | c. 1953
 Photo by Allie Marsh

In 1953, a group of individuals gathered in Milwaukee to have a friendly chat about building airplanes. That conversation launched the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA), an organization that is still very much aloft, with roughly 200,000 worldwide members.

No time is spent idling on the tarmac with this group, who have spent decades updating and expanding their mission and participating in all features of aviation, including manufacturing or refurbishing any aircraft, from antiques to warbirds to helicopters.

This crew covers much more than the mechanics of soaring endeavors. They gather for the camaraderie and the grassroots energy that is still felt among them. Inspiring new participants is an important wing of the group, an ambition fueled by public events and active outreach.

The EAA is perhaps best known for annually hosting the AirVenture Oshkosh One Week Wonder, which has become one of the world’s largest gatherings of aviation aficionados. Often simply referred to as “Oshkosh,” it takes place in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, attracting thousands of vessels and hundreds of thousands of devotees to enjoy air shows, workshops, and unceasing chatter about flying.

The only requirement for membership in EAA is a passion for the spirit of aviation. If you possess this, and are seeking like-minded enthusiasts, then perhaps plan your summer vacation in Oshkosh to meet kindred folk who believe the sky is truly limitless—and who may be equally inclined to put their nose in it.
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TWA HOTEL
 Queens, New York | c. 2019
 Photo by Marjorie Becker, CAP

Global aviation took off in the 1920s, with major US cities quickly clearing space to establish hubs. New York was uncharacteristically late to the party, relying on private airfields until nearly 1930, when the city’s innate competitive streak took hold (particularly when Newark, New Jersey, beat it to the skies).

The most impressive feat of local airports was the volume of records and milestone flights that started or ended on those runways, like those piloted by Amelia Earhart, Howard Hughes, and Charles “Lucky Lindy” Lindbergh. The latter adjusted his goggles and took off from Roosevelt Field on Long Island in search of the Orteig Prize: $25,000 to the first aviator to complete a nonstop flight between New York and Paris. His single-engine plane, made of canvas, cleared telephone wires by a mere 20 feet upon takeoff, yet a gentle climate was on his side. Navigational calculations were performed by hand, as he worked the foot pedals and held the flying yoke between his knees. The other inspiring technology of the time was “pilotage,” known these days as “looking out the window.” Luck and ace pilotage conveyed him across an ocean and into history. Thirty-three hours after his wonky takeoff, he did a victory lap around the Eiffel Tower before landing at Le Bourget airfield to a crowd of 100,000, hollering with frenzied elation.

Lucky Lindy used the swell of international veneration to develop air travel into an industry, writing, “America has found her wings, but she must yet learn to use them.” He became the technical director for Transcontinental Air Transport (later TWA), helping to plan its routes, determine its stops, design airports that would welcome its planes, and interview every pilot.

Though Lindbergh plunged from grace, naturally the airline industry ascended in every way, achieving the height of jet-age cool by the early 1960s. That’s when celebrated architect Eero Saarinen designed the world’s most glamorous airline terminal: JFK’s swanky, three-story TWA Flight Center—a masterpiece of mid-twentieth-century modernist architecture.

The head house (or main building) stopped functioning as an air terminal in 2001. The Port Authorities of New York and New Jersey assured its protection from demolition. Still, it went largely unused until incorporated into an expansion of Terminal 5 as JFK’s only on-site hotel. Today, the modernized time capsule is best enjoyed during long layovers, for a nostalgic nightcap, or in moments when you’d like to pretend you were screaming along with the masses as The Beatles arrived at the terminal for their first US visit.

In homage to the glamorous Jet Age, many of TWA Flight Center’s details have been updated with replicas of the originals. The large departure board, a feature since its inception, was fully restored. The hallways employ this blood-red carpeting, evocative of the original lounge (even if you never visited). The hotel staff help enable the time-traveling experience by sporting vintage-inspired TWA outfits, for extra-credit retro delight.

A total bonus is that you don’t have to fly to go in an airplane. The last model of its kind, a Lockheed Constellation L-1649 Starliner—once preferred for long-haul flights—was shipped to the site for conversion into a cocktail bar. The lounge has fondly been nicknamed “Connie” and sits just outside the hotel. Guests (and special canines) are invited to board and sip while experiencing aviation history.

If cocktails enjoyed inside a vintage airplane along with fellow adventurers isn’t your jam…perhaps reassess your priorities. But either way, they’ve got you covered: there’s a retro-chic Pool Bar, a wall-to-wall Twister game room you never realized you needed, rotating museum exhibits, or the Sunken Lounge—“the Tub”—located where passengers used to wait for flights. If you feel eerily stuck in the 1960s, clear your head at the rooftop infinity pool. It doesn’t promise the cleanest air, but—as it neighbors a 10,000-square-foot observation deck—it does deliver a spectacular view of those epic runways, should plane spotting be of recreational interest.

The TWA Hotel is a testament to the aviation visionaries who soared in or out of its airport. It makes use of vintage TWA memorabilia that otherwise would have landed in a dumpster. It makes egregious plaid fabric look cool. And most importantly, it enabled Connie to once again find her wings, delivering high-flying cocktails.
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THE FLUTE SHOP
 Torrey, Utah | c. 1994
 Photo by Jeffrey Czum

Instead of finding a mint on your pillow or a few bottles of travel-size shampoo, how about bringing home a custom-made musical instrument? Part trading post and part motel (albeit only four rooms), The Flute Shop offers its guests one-of-a-kind hospitality that’s deeply committed to sharing Native American culture. And, as suggested quite subtly by its name, their
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