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ERRORS

Please contact us if you find any errors.

We have taken every effort to ensure the quality and correctness of this book. However, after going over the book draft time and again, we sometimes don't see the forest for the trees anymore. 

If you notice any errors, we would really appreciate it if you could contact us directly before taking any other action. This allows us to quickly fix it.

Errors: errors@semsoli.com 
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REVIEWS 

Reviews and feedback help improve this book and the author.

If you enjoy this book, we would greatly appreciate it if you were able to take a few moments to share your opinion and post a review.
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ENQUIRIES & FEEDBACK

For any general feedback about the book, please feel free to contact me at this email address: contact@semsoli.com 
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Thank you for taking the time to purchase this book, ‘Shipping Container Homes: Learn How To Build Your Own Shipping Container House and Live Your Dream!’ Clearly you have an interest in understanding what truly goes into building and living in your own shipping container home. 

And you have come to the right place!

Over the last years, shipping container homes have grabbed the interest of:


●  potential homeowners looking to enter the housing market for the first time

●  retirees looking to spend their golden years in a domestic paradise, and

●  successful professionals who want to fully own a home so they no longer have to slave away at a job they don’t like just to pay their monthly mortgage payments. 



Why? Because you get incredible value for your buck! With housing prices going through the roof, a shipping container home can be built for a fraction of the cost of a regular home. 

Moreover, many shipping container homes are eco-friendly, resistant to extreme weather conditions and offer a high level of safety.

This book covers all facets of shipping container homes. It contains step-by-step instructions on how you can go about designing and building your own shipping container home, as well as guidelines in your selection.

At the completion of this book you will have a good understanding of what building a shipping container home entails, as well as what its main benefits and features are. So you can make an informed decision on whether this is the right choice for you. 

If living in a shipping container home is your dream, now is the day on which you can take the first step to changing your life.

Thank you again for purchasing this book. I hope it will inspire you to make that dream come true.

Welcome to the family!
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​Chapter One: What Are Shipping Container Homes?
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“We decided to build the home out of shipping containers because it uses less energy to re-purpose them than to recycle them (melt them down and remold the metal into something else). They are also really cool looking and add a fun industrial feel to the home. They are metal so we can use magnets all over the walls and they are almost indestructible. It’s the first shipping container residence in our city... so we thought it would be cool to build the first one here in my hometown!”

Ryan Naylor, on why he decided to build a home out of shipping containers.
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Key Takeaway: Shipping containers are sturdy, durable containers that are used  to transport goods by sea all over the globe. Many of these shipping containers are only used once, and as a result can be bought for a low price. This, combined with the eco-friendly aspect of it, has sparked the trend of shipping container homes: converting these big steel containers into living spaces. Shipping containers have been used to build living accommodations for students and even shopping malls. In this book you will learn how you can go about designing and building your own shipping container home. 
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Purchasing or building a home is one of the biggest decisions you will make in your life, and possibly one of the most financially-taxing as well. There are many considerations you will need to put into account when selecting the type of house, how much space is necessary, design, materials, location, and other variables. It is a decision that has both short-term and long-term repercussions on your lifestyle, so you should equip yourself with as much knowledge and available options as possible.

In recent years, a trend that has grown in popularity among many home-buyers is the conversion of shipping containers into usable living spaces. How does that work?
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​Turning a Shipping Container Into a Home
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Shipping containers are designed to carry all sorts of cargo by sea, to every corner of the world. They are made of steel, which makes them very sturdy. Also, they can withstand various elements of nature. 

The majority of shipping containers in the world today come from China. It is estimated that there are around seventeen million of these containers around the world today. 

Now check this: Many containers are only used once!

Did you know that? It blew my mind when I first heard it.

Often it is cheaper to let these one-trip containers gather dust at a shipping container graveyards close to shipping ports, than sending them back to their point of origin.

This, together with it being a cost-effective alternative to traditional housing options,  has sparked the trend of converting these shipping containers into homes.
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​How Shipping Containers Are Used For Retail and Housing 
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Enterprising individuals have successfully converted these big steel containers into office or retail spaces worldwide. 

For instance, in Le Havre, France, shipping containers were converted into Cité A Docks, a 100-apartment complex for students. Each unit is equipped with a bathroom, kitchen, and Wi-Fi access.
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Cité A Docks, Le Havre

Something similar has been done in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. A lot of students struggle to find an apartment for a rent they can afford. To accommodate these students, the local government started the Keetwonen project and had an impressive number of shipping container homes built. As a matter of fact, with 1,000 homes it is the world’s largest container campus for students.
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Keetwonen Project, Amsterdam

Meanwhile, in the United States, retailer Puma converted 24 shipping containers into a three-level, 11,000-square foot store and event venue. Dubbed as Puma City, the travelling store was completed in 2008 by the LOT-EK architectural firm, and has made stops in many cities. 
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Puma City

In a review of the Puma City concept store, Olivia Chen of Inhabitat.com wrote: “While the structure of the shipping containers is evident in the multiple frames created by the knocking down of the shipping containers’ walls, the open and well-lit environment makes the industrial aesthetic seem almost intentional. Additionally, built-in details, such as the two decks located on the upper floors and recessed lighting, gives the store a greater sense a permanence and less like a prefabricated structure that can simply be folded up and moved.”

And finally, in Christchurch
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