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      Grimm lived only for vengeance… until fate served Lilith up to him on a silver platter.

      Fate gave him everything. Then it stole it away as Grimm watched his combat brother die before his eyes. Orphaned in his teens and disgraced from shifter black ops, he has nothing left to lose. Until Lilith barges into his life, completely turning life upside for this Angel of Death.

      Lilith is done playing by the rules. Life passed her by as she waited for the right time to do things for herself. That ends now. Which means when she steps into Grimm's life, she's not taking no for an answer.

      After completing the mating ritual, they're ready for their happily ever after, except an old enemy has other ideas. Unlike before, Grimm has the perfect weakness now.

      Marked by the Cougar is the third in a series of steamy, black ops bodyguard shifter romances. If you love daring adventures, bearded heroes, and fated mates, then you won't want to miss out on this… Download Marked by the Cougar and claim your mate today!

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            JOIN THE RESISTANCE

          

        

      

    

    
      What does Join the Resistance even mean? You just came here to read a book. Don't worry, I’ll let you read it in a bit, but bear with me for a moment.

      First of all, welcome to the world of Zoey from wherever you are, whether that's Earth, some other planet, a galaxy far far away, or locked in a bathroom hiding from your family.

      Before you jump into this story, I want to make sure you'll enjoy my quirky, laugh out loud, dark humor romances. There's nothing worse for a voracious romance reader than to get excited about a book, read the first few chapters, and then realize this isn't your jam. I know because I've been there. Hence this message.

      My sense of humor isn't for everyone, so if you're looking for a cookie cutter, written for PG tv, kind of romance, I think you took a wrong turn somewhere along the way. You're welcome to stay and see if this quirky new world is for you. Here's your warning though. I want you to know what you're getting into before you scroll down and invest your time in one of my alternate realities.

      So embrace the weirdness, let a little bit of your quirky side show, and shove reality away. Read a book, because you need a break from your life. Take a moment to practice some self care and laugh until you wet yourself, or cry until you've lost twenty pounds of stress.

      ^^^^^^^

      That right there, that's the Resistance. Be you, whether that's a badass bitch, a book reading babe, or you have an odd penchant for dressing up as a bee, I won't judge. I love cosplaying too. In Zoey's world, the only rule is to be yourself.

      Join the Resistance and my weekly email updates, and I’ll send you an exclusive, can’t get anywhere else, Shifter Speed Dating book.
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      To all the diverse individuals who walk through a less than perfect life and survive hard times, you are worthy. I appreciate all the hard work you’ve accomplished to be here and read my book.

      

      You are amazing, and don’t let anyone else tell you different.

      

      To the boyfriend that has learned to cook because I’m writing all night, thanks for the pizza! Lol.

      

      And that critique partner of mine, Dawn’s a bit crazy, but all kinds of amazing.
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        * * *

      

      Trigger Warning.

      While my characters are made up, they all have real world issues. For more details, go here: https://geni.us/ContentWarning
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      Thank you so much for reading Marked by the Cougar. The books in this series take place over the same time period, so some of the same scenes may appear in every book.

      In each book, I make an attempt to make the scene as fresh as possible since the point of view has changed, but you may experience a sense of familiarity or repetitiveness.

      I can assure you, the majority of the book is new content with lots of new drama, intrigue, and romance. There are even some new things learned in the scenes that line up in the books.

      Thanks for reading.
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      These are terms created for or specifically defined within my Fated Mates World, which means they may or may not be in this specific book. The first book in this world is Totally Spooked. It’s not required to enjoy this series, but it does connect with characters who appear in both series.

      

      
        	Agenati (A-gen-na-tee) - Hunter; usually refers to a shifter or kindred with abilities or training to hunt vampires.

        	Agenwi (A-gen-wee) - Shifter, regardless of animal.

        	Anila (A-nil-a) - The council of the wolves.

        	Asadne (A-sa-d-ne) - Witch wizard; a facilitator; Pandora.

        	Ayotaal (A-o-tall) - Ceremony and 24 hour grieving period for murdered shifters.

        	Didavado (Dee-dah-vah-doe) - Blessed Soul, a term used by shifters to refer to the kindred(blessed vampire) people.

        	Guardian - Shifter who lives their life as an animal. Usually domestic, they are sent on missions to protect at-risk humans from vampires. They work independently with a receiver to answer to. They have limited ability to change forms or magick in general, but usually have the ability to heal only their humans.

        	Hesolga (He-soul-guah) - Insanity disease that consumes males if they don't finish claiming their Tsigo (fated mate) before the end of the lunar cycle.

        	Kindred - Humans murdered by vampires, who were given the venom, but lacked sins in their heart. Blessed to have a second life. Term used by humans and vampires.

        	Liwozaq (Lee-whoa-zak) - The banishment hunt. When a pride leader calls for the hunt and execution or banishment of a pride member. They are forever forbidden to return to the pride or associate with any member of the pride. If they do, an instant execution order will be issued.

        	Receiver - Shifter who lives most of their time in human form and run teams of guardian shifters. They use their guardians to protect humans who could potentially be at risk of a vampire attack due to status or abilities. Usually magickly strong.

        	Retriever - Shifter who works for the council in charge of hunting down and retrieving shifters on council orders. Disliked by most of the shifter population.

        	Shaabacho (Sha-bach-oh) - Werewolf, a term used by a shifter to describe a fellow werewolf regardless of gender, mating status, location, clan, or pack.

        	Shaabacho/Shaabachan - Referring to shifters and their ancestors.

        	Tsigo (Tuh-sigh-go) - Love Forever, a term used by a shifter to describe being fated for mates by the shifter gods.

        	Tsvado (Tes-vaa-doe) - Evil soul; a term used by shifters to refer to cursed vampire people.

        	Vampire - The dead beings cursed by a distraught shaman, to live eternity with the sin of their soul. Term used by humans and kindred.

        	Wigi (Wee-gee) - Shifter healer who uses a combination of new age medicine and old spells. Usually a gift one is born with.

        	Yenayu (Yen-na-you) - Festival/celebration of ancestors and history. Mainly celebrated on the PNW islands.
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          ONLY FATE WOULD BE SO CRUEL.

        

      

    

    
      GRIMM

      Fate had fucked me over… Not only would I have a supernatural target on my back for the rest of my life, but it would draw every single one of my past enemies to come and claim their long sought revenge. Painfully and in the worst way possible.

      When I got up this morning, I knew today was supposed to suck. It was the kind of suckage that came from helping a friend out when all I want to do is stay home and punish a stack of weights with all the self loathing I could heap on top. Except, here I was, standing in front of a small horde of human women while holding a tray and gnashing my teeth.

      Only fate would be so cruel.

      "It's a silver platter." The human standing in front of me was the most gorgeous woman I'd ever seen. My inner beast paced and lunged inside of me, desperate to get out and mark her as our Tsigo… our fated mate. The soul that was created at the beginning of time to complete mine. I could try to deny it as much as I wanted, but my beast wouldn't let me. There was no decision for him.

      "Actually, it's stainless steel, but just say the words and I'll get you a silver one." Dammit, the words were out of my mouth and I'd pulled her against my chest before I could stop myself. I was in deep shit. From my peripheral vision, I saw every other shifter on my team consumed by one of the humans. Nix that. We were all in deep shit.

      She melted against me, her eyes locked on me. "I can't believe the universe heard me."

      For the first time, I was at a loss for words. While it was true, I didn't speak unless there was a good reason to. I'd never been struck speechless before. Now, when the one woman I never thought I'd ever meet wrapped her arms around my waist, there was a whole lot I should be saying, but here I stood completely silent.

      I felt Felix enter the room, and my beast joined in with the others from my team, growling and snarling at Felix when he mentioned the women leaving us to start the dating event. No fucking way. She was mine.

      "I claim him as my mate."

      Her mouth moved, matching perfectly to the sounds I heard, but I couldn't seem to process them. They were so foreign, so improbable, and yet, here they were. My chest tightened as I felt the mating bond pulled at me. It wanted me to claim her back, to take her home and mark her until we were fully bonded.

      "He's leaving, so there's no reason to eat him." My Tsigo gently extricated herself from my death grip, then gave me a soft hug before she took my hand in hers and pulled me after her. "Come on, let's go over here and get to know each other."

      She led us over to a couch. I took a seat, unsure of what to do next. My human side wanted to run, to get as far away from her as I could since being near me was dangerous.

      "Guess there's no chance that you are just along for the ride, and you aren't here to actually find your mate?"

      Even before she responded, I knew she had come here with the intent of finding her soulmate. "It's the only reason why I even came. Unlike you, I'm not warring with some type of internal demon. I've done my soul searching and forgiven my vendettas, so the only thing left for me to do is enjoy the rest of my life."

      Of course, because only I could be this lucky in life. For so many years, I wanted to find my Tsigo, but now that I'd come to accept that she would never come, she barged into my life. I took a deep breath and laid on the couch while staring up at the ceiling. What should I do now?

      She picked up my head and scooted until she rested it on her thigh. Her fingers slid through my hair, brushing the hair out of my face. The sensation was incredibly soothing. As much as I wanted to push her away, I couldn't seem to.

      "How about we start with basic introductions? My name's Lilith. What's yours?"

      Lilith. I wanted to say her name over and over until it was the only thing I heard, but I didn't want to seem that desperate. Because I wasn't… or maybe I was. Fuck. I was a goner.

      Her fingers slid through my hair. My eyes closed. It was too much. Her scent grew stronger with every movement, leaving my beast desperate to claim her. "Angel but the team calls me Grimm."

      "Hmmm, and why do they call you that?" While Angel was my name, it should have been hers. Her touch felt like the clouds caressed me and had more of an effect than made sense for a woman I'd just met. Which only validated the whole Tsigo thing.

      I clenched my jaw. The answer to her question would reveal a lot about me. If she had a problem with violence, I wasn't sure how she'd ever cope with what I'd done. Actually, it might solve my problem before it even became one. "Because I'm the Angel of Death… A walking lethal weapon created and used for one purpose, killing."

      Silence weighed me down while I waited for her to push me away while shouting at me. I was a monster. Blood covered my hands and drowned my soul. Even if I spent the rest of my life as a saint helping those in need, I couldn't redeem myself. I'd taken too many lives.

      "It sounds like your time in the military has taken a toll on you." Lilith's voice sounded anything but accusatory. Empathetic, reassuring, and supportive; three things I hadn't expected to hear. "Maybe it's time you stop punishing yourself and let yourself feel something good for a change?"

      Her verbal slap to my shitty self esteem made me gasp. My eyes opened, locking onto hers. She gazed down at me with an intensity I'd never seen before. "That's a whole lot of assumptions for someone you just met."

      Lilith shook her head. "No assumption here, buster. I made a true conclusion from several little pieces I saw here and there."

      "No way you could have known any of that about me." The fact that she guessed so accurately was a major irritation.

      "Grimm, my sweet, naïve little Tsigo, I wasn't guessing. When I first walked in, there was a look of terror on your face, unlike anything I had ever seen. One that I've only even come close to seeing on men right before they walk down the aisle and sign on for a lifetime of commitment. Oddly, it matched most of the other shifters next to you. You all have a cohesive, organized group feel to how you interact. And all of you have the same darkness in your eyes, like the same evil taints your soul, which makes me think that you all went together somewhere and did something… like a mission. For it to leave that kind of mark on you, it had to have gone bad. It's the best explanation for why you all feel the same guilt and self-hatred without directing that to each other."

      I listened to her words, but I didn't want to believe that she guessed all of that so easily. If anything, I was far from naïve. For a second, I was tempted to throw her over my shoulder and take her somewhere so I could show her how far from naïve I actually was. Except that, she continued before I could get a word in.

      "Your ultra lean friend isn't healthy. He's actually quite gaunt, which tells me he's punishing himself by starvation. Your other friend is so terrified by the idea of having a fated mate that he retreated all the way across the room until he hit a wall. And you, buster, workout entirely too much. Sure, your muscles are well defined, but clearly you're punishing yourself with pain. So if you add all of that up and combine it with the fact that you are all some kind of team, tell me everything I just said is true. Oh, and the gnarly tattoo on your abdomen."

      I wanted to argue with what she said, but I knew Lilith was correct. She had read all of us like an open book, and that was just in a matter of minutes. I'd barely said anything, and she'd seen so deep into my soul that she knew who I was, and all I knew was her name. My beast demanded that I mark her. We wanted to take her home and claim her
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