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Introduction

This volume of Geographers contains eleven biobibliographical studies. Three derive from France, two from England, and one each from Austria, China, Korea, Norway, Peru (by adoption) and Poland. One of the figures is taken from the sixteenth century, two from the nineteenth century, five from the fin-de-siècle, and three from the twentieth century.

And so we have a mélange – of pre- and post-disciplinary figures, of western and non-western persons, and of university and non-university careers. When they are elaborated all too briefly in Geographers, as subjects of biobibliography, certain common themes and strands may become apparent in their life paths. In part that is the product of, and encouraged by, the three fundamental headings which we have adopted since the inauguration of the series: Education, Life and Work; Scientific Ideas and Geographical Thought; and Influence and Spread of Ideas (these three main headings couple with end matter which includes bibliography, sources and chronology). Inevitably more is written about life than about thought and spread of ideas. All of this encourages us to learn what is common to the geographical enterprise and what, perhaps, is less common, though nevertheless helpful to the structure of contribution.

The biobibliographies of our series constitute an inexhaustible supply of building blocks in the history of geographical thought – inexhaustible because eminent geographers are passing away in aggregate more quickly than they can be elaborated on and appreciated in Geographers. Each of these essays functions as a corrective to the belief that geographers share a group-like mentality and move in a pack. The individuals who have helped make geography what it is are many, and they have wrought their contribution on a large canvas. From the accumulated anthology of writings and the lexicon of achievement one recognizes (or at times perceives) a number of national geographies, and a larger, much more loosely knit and hard-to-define international geography.

The internationalization of our field may be traced through the work of a number of travellers, intellectuals and societies. Arguably, however, there was a more formal beginning to this process when in 1871 in Antwerp, members of our guild assembled to commemorate and honour Mercator and Ortelius. Meetings followed in a series of international geographical congresses: in Paris (1875), Venice (1881), Paris (1889), Bern (1891), London (1895), Berlin (1899), Washington, DC (1904), Geneva (1908) and Rome (1913). Hostilities interrupted those quadrennially attempted meetings and in 1922 the International Geographical Union was founded. This latter gave birth to commissions, working groups, and meetings both regional and international. And just as institutions have contributed to the development of an international science, so we can recognize individuals who have contributed similarly.

It is perhaps invidious to select an individual representative of the internationalization of geographical science. Nevertheless, and in remembrance of an honorary member of this commission, we might select as exemplar Richard Hartshorne (1899–1992), as one who attempted to trace the development and explicit nature of (western) geography. His work, The Nature of Geography (1939), was translated into Spanish, German (partial), Chinese and Japanese, though other workers in non-English-speaking lands sought to read parts of the study in the original publication. It was a large contribution which aimed to find common ground in the nature of our undertaking, and was one of the first books concerning this task to experience global diffusion. That work might yet be subject to a bibliobiography. To a lesser extent all subjects of the published biobibliographies contribute to the understanding of a shared science. Their work renders them internationalists as copies of Geographers are distributed, shared and read around the world.

This volume, as mentioned above, contains eleven biobibliographical entries. A few lines by way of introduction: Xu Hongzu has provided a description of much of early seventeenth-century China that remains of interest to contemporary scholars. He also demonstrated and brought to a new level the method of systematic observation of natural phenomena and resultant geographical condition. Hongzu’s remarkable work was, at least in part, brought to the west by the Italian P. Martini. Also from east Asia (Korea), Kim demonstrated the reality and the worth of bringing the regional geography text and map of that area into juxtaposition as an inseparable pair. The third of what might be called our pre-disciplinary subjects is the Italian Antonio Raimondi del Acqua, who adopted Peru as his own land and proceeded to write of his travels and map the country from his own gathered data. He has bequeathed to us the four-volume El Perú, a virtual geographic handbook of the country.

Five of the subjects in this volume lived at least some of their professional life at or near the turn of the nineteenth century – a period in the western world when learning, institutions and professionalism were melding to form discipline. Paul Reclus, nephew of Elisée, curiously stood apart from mainstream activity and remained aloof from helping with the emerging discipline. He was extremely modest, was given to unconventional enthusiasms, and devoted much of his time to compiling the works (and promoting the reputation) of his uncle, Elisée Reclus. Louis Cuisinier was grandson of Elisée Reclus, an archivist by sympathy, earth scientist by capacity, and geographer by family affiliation. He became very knowledgeable on Indochina and especially what might be called mining geography. He wrote considerably on mining potential in the tropics, and developed maps of these areas, little known because they have been retained as the property of these companies. The third Frenchman, Paul Meuriot, was not related to the Reclus family. He was a keen and knowledgeable student of social statistics, who exploited his data to study urbanization in all of its modes. In some ways his work was much ahead of its time; in part it was overshadowed by the Golden Age of French geography when the study of the region, dominated by the students of Vidal de la Blache, was at its zenith. Never forgotten, his work was variously discovered and rediscovered. J.L. Myres of England, a classicist associated with Oxford University, developed an impressive knowledge of ancient geography, and published some excellent work in geographical history, typified by The Dawn of History (1911). In insisting on the primacy of the mind, and examining the interaction of the mind with the external environment, author Koelsch suggests that Myres anticipated cognitive humanistic geography. And the Norwegian Nansen, crypto-geographer, developed a first-hand knowledge of the Arctic and oceanography. His work with the Fram (‘a floating scientific station’) and his discoveries with regard to the interior of Greenland contributed to understanding of the Polar Basin and climatic theory. It was as a result of the three-year drift of the Fram that the ‘Ekam Spiral’ was developed. His Greenland crossing, embracing a winter spent with the Eskimo at Godthåb, resulted in Eskimo Life. Other than that, Nansen’s remarkably productive life brought attention to the northlands (Norway in particular) and the harsh reality of the northern physical environment.

The three remaining geographers written of in this volume are from the twentieth century: Franciszek Bujak, John N.L. Baker and Hans Bobek. Bujak, of Poland, devoted his life to a study of history and geography with special reference to Poland. He also became very interested in the history of cartography and geographical science, and, indeed, in the whole of Polish intellectual history. His dissertation, entitled ‘The Development of Geography in Poland in the Middle Ages and at the Beginning of the Sixteenth Century’, has been the subject of reference frequently and to the present time. Bujak, however, was prolific and published some four hundred items. J.N.L. Baker, who spent most of his life at Oxford University, also read history and geography. As was the case with Bujak, he too had a keen interest in historical geography and the history of geography. In 1963 his geographer friends and colleagues at Oxford gathered together a selection of his writings which were published as The History of Geography: Papers by J.N.L. Baker. This, like the rest of his work, was widely read throughout the English-speaking world. Finally the Austrian Hans Bobek completes the roster for Volume 16. Author Lichtenberger informs us of this talented geographer who grew up and spent his life in the German-speaking lands. Bobek, emphatic believer in the concept of ‘landschaft’ and pioneer in social geography, geo-scientist and positivist, lived to witness the radical departure brought about at the Kiel meeting of German geographers in 1969. He was not enamoured of the new and numerate approach, but at the age of 65 began the study of statistics to keep apace of the new movement. His knowledge of Iran, derived from fieldwork, and his theory of rent capitalism inspired in the field are particularly of note.

The editor of this publication continues to invite further biobibliographies of eminent and deceased geographers.

Geoffrey J. Martin
Editor
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