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  Introduction



As I write this, I’m in my fourth decade and have heard since I was a child that Jesus was coming soon. Yet, we’re still waiting for His return. What is He waiting for?

Considering that it has been over 2,000 years since Christ walked the earth, I imagine you might have heard, said, or thought that yourself. 

The book of Genesis pulls back the curtain on God’s grief:


Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. — Genesis 6:5-6 NKJV




While we don’t have a full breakdown of life during that era, we have several snapshots in the book of Genesis before the Great Flood. They give us a pretty decent idea of what was going on.


	Murdering brothers: The first family fractured when Cain’s envy drove him to murder Abel (Genesis 4:8).

	Polygamy and violence: Lamech broke God’s original design for marriage, taking multiple wives and boasting of his own violent nature (Genesis 4:23-24).

	Envy, strife, and weapons: Mankind began forging tools that quickly turned into weapons used against their fellow men (Genesis 4:22).

	Spiritual division: A stark contrast developed between the line of faith and those who chose total independence from their Creator (Genesis 4:26).

	Lust and spiritual sin: Spiritual rebellion and unbridled lust explode, crossing the boundaries of heaven and earth (Genesis 6:1-2).




By the time Jesus was born, things had gotten much worse on Earth. Just think: the very people the Lord came to deliver crucified Him, though they’d been waiting for the Messiah’s birth since the Fall (Genesis 3:15).

We see all that and more happening today. Murders are on the increase. Gender has become an unsolvable question. The debate about unborn babies continues to rage. The internet has disintegrated into a cesspool of toxicity as people rip into each other, sometimes with little or no provocation. 

As it was in the days of Noah, humanity continues to drift from their Creator, pursuing their hearts’ every desire. Yet still the Lord tarries. Why?

Over the next five weeks, we’ll discuss several reasons the Lord delays His return. Each study will include a snapshot from my novella, The Prince’s Unraveling, and a deep dive into the topic. We’ll end with a prayer and a reflection prompt to help you internalize the lessons.

While this is a 5-week study, intended to give you time to savor each lesson, you can choose to read the sections daily. Whatever format you select, my prayer is that at the end of this brief journey, you’ll have a deeper appreciation for God’s mercy and long-suffering. I also pray that we’ll move from self-reliance to total surrender to God.

Your partner on the journey, 

Aminata






I

Week 1: The Independence Trap







  
  
  The Illusion of Control

  
  




The minute we’re born, we begin a fight for independence and autonomy. Babies are helpless and must be cared for. Their caretakers teach them accepted behavior, even as they absorb the culture and social norms from those around them.

When they’re young, the caretaker has complete control over them. They choose what they eat and wear, where they live, and the social constructs their children inherit. As children grow older, they assert their independence. 

“No, Mommy, I won’t wear that.” 

“I hate sweet potatoes, Daddy.” 

The older children grow, the more independence they seek from those who raised them1. 

As adults, we exercise what rights we can over our careers, dress, life partners, and economic decisions. Regardless of our upbringing, one of the major decisions we make is whether to acknowledge Jehovah’s existence and accept Him as Sovereign over our lives.

* * *

From the Story


His heart pounded against his chest as one horrible scenario after another chased itself through his mind.

“What happens when a gatecrasher slips in unnoticed? Or a photographer hides behind those hedges? What if a stranger blends in with the staff?”

His gaze swept the open space.

“What if it is not a camera?” His jaw tightened. “What if someone gets too close?”

Silence stretched between them.

Any of these scenarios could happen, and as the person responsible, Anya would be caught in the middle.

“What if an interloper enters with a knife and attacks a guest? Or what if the trespasser has a firearm?” His eyes locked onto hers. “What is your plan then? To eradicate them with kindness?”

Her brow puckered into a scowl. “Do people often attack your family with weapons? I mean, I know Leilah was attacked in your secure palace while she was being guarded. But she’s safe here.” Anya’s hands flew out to encompass the grounds.

“Since Leilah’s been on Saturn Island, no one has approached the princess with an intent to harm her.”

Her logic short-circuited his arguments, but he refused to back down.

“That may be the case today, when nothing is happening. Can you protect this compound next week when Leilah is at the sweetheart table? The princess might as well paint a target on her head.”

“I don’t understand why you’re upset.” Anya squinted up at him, crossing her arms. “I showed you the plans the day you came to Saturn Island. I explained that we have security personnel stationed at all exits. You said it was a good plan. What changed?”

Heat flared in his chest.

“There are no walls!” The words exploded from his mouth with such ferocity that the two women turned to stare at him.

Grasping Anya’s upper arm, he drew her farther away from the Hawkes. She stumbled as she tried to keep up with him. Immediately, Makram slowed his pace to match hers.

“Do you not understand? If the entire Royal Guard surrounded this place, there would still be unprotected entry points.”

Anya pulled away from his grip with a slight tug. His fingers clutched at her, but he curled them into fists, tucking them against his thighs to force his posture back into a formal stance. The issue at hand was Leilah’s wedding, not his inexplicable attraction to a local event coordinator.

“I see your point, Makram.”

Her soft admission cut through his racing thoughts.

“You do?”

“Yes, Quincy shared similar concerns. But this is the venue Leilah chose for her reception. Quincy and I worked out a plan to secure it as best as we can.”

“This location is a logistics nightmare. I do not understand why Leilah would expose herself like this. She knows the risks. Probably better than most royals do.”

Because, to Anya’s point, Leilah Amira was the Iqbal who had been assaulted.

He shook his head. “I do not understand what Leilah was thinking when she reserved this location.”

Anya’s lips curved into a soft smile. “I think Leilah’s tired of living in fear. Hosting the reception at Heritage Farm is a signal that her faith is stronger than her fear.”

“Faith?” The word tasted foreign.

“Yes, Makram. Faith.” Anya’s mouth curved into a slight smile. “Leilah trusts God to protect her. Try doing the same.”

“God?” A snort escaped him. “What does He have to do with anything?”

* * *

Tea Time: From the Story to the Soul


Proverbs 3:7 NKJV — Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and depart from evil.




As Christians, we accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Maybe when you first became a believer, you thought that was enough. 

Instead, what we learn along our faith journey is that the battle between the flesh and the spirit is ongoing. We know God is ultimately in charge, so why do we often make decisions without consulting Him?

Let’s start with some simple examples. When we settled on a career, did we pray about it? Or did we select a field because of interest, or our belief that it would be profitable and offer us a better life? 

When we began dating, did we discuss our choice with God? Or did we choose a partner based on the world’s standards—their physical appeal, financial status, or how they made us feel?

I’m not judging, because I am guilty of all these and more. Let’s do one more. The last time you were in a difficult situation, was prayer your first response or your last resort? 

Better yet, when you prayed and God didn’t respond favorably, what was your reaction?


The Spiritual Vending Machine


If you’re like me, you’ve experienced crushing disappointment. You may even have stumbled in your walk. You might have asked, “What is the point of faith if God won’t give me the desires of my heart? Isn’t that what the psalm says?”


Psalm 37:4 NKJV — Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.




We often quote this verse, treating it like a spiritual vending machine. But faith isn’t like that, and God is under no obligation to answer our requests, much less how we designed them.

Many times when we look back on what God didn’t give us, we recognize His sovereignty at work. We end up praising Him for taking this thing from us or not allowing us to have it. But it takes a level of self-reflection and surrender to let God be God.

When we first meet Makram in The Prince’s Unraveling, he wanted nothing to do with the Almighty. As a prince in his own right, he was used to responsibility and power. If you had asked Makram whether anything could hold him back or prevent him from meeting his goals, he’d insist that he could accomplish any task with a purposeful system.

My friend, it’s easy for us to look at characters like Makram or those in the Bible and identify their failings and weaknesses. But what happens when we hold the mirror up to reflect on ourselves?


When Fear Outruns Faith


In 2 Kings 18, we read about Hezekiah. He was 25 years old when he became king, and according to the Scriptures, he did what was right in God’s eyes.


2 Kings 18:3-5 NKJV — And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father David had done. 

He removed the high places and broke the sacred pillars, cut down the wooden images and broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made; for until those days the children of Israel burned incense to it, and called it Nehushtan. 

He trusted in the Lord God of Israel, so that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor who were before him.




Because of that, the Lord was with him, and he prospered wherever he went. He even broke free from the tyranny of the king of Assyria and refused to serve him (2 Kings 18:7).

Though things were going fairly well in Judah, they were different for the northern tribe. In the fourth year of Hezekiah’s reign, the Assyrian king besieged Samaria. After three years, they had gained dominance. The Assyrians led the Israelites away as captives.

Can you imagine how Hezekiah felt as he watched his brethren from the Northern Kingdom being marched away as slaves? He must have been terrified that the Judeans would be next. 

For centuries, the Lord had warned through prophets that He’d turn His back on Israel and Judah because of their idolatry. Because God was merciful, they continued to disregard His warnings. 

Perhaps they’d convinced themselves that since they were God’s chosen people, the promised discipline would never happen. Yet there they were, watching from the sidelines as Israel was besieged, starved, defeated, overrun, and captured. 

Oh, the horror!

To put this into context, Judah was the smaller division, with only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, whereas Israel had ten tribes. (The



Trading Divine Protection for Earthly Security






























What Are You Leaning On?



















We Are Not God (And That’s Good News!)







A Quiet Moment: Closing Prayer










Heart Work: Reflection Prompt
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