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			PREFACE

			What is a parable, a word while certainly not archaic, just as certainly it is not a component of the typical modern person’s vocabulary. The standard Sunday School definition, taught to multitudes of children throughout untold numbers of generations, is that a parable is “…an earthly story with a Heavenly meaning.” All well and good, and this simple phrase captures the essence of much of the teachings of many parables. Still, many of the parables say nothing of eternity or Heaven, and often find these concepts the interpretative reader must strain himself mentally and spiritually to wedge in such a meaning. Actually as we hope our study demonstrates many could more competently be described with a reversal of the subject words and so described as a Heavenly story with an earthly meaning. This definition should not be discarded, but neither should it fetter our understanding of this wondrous teaching technique.

			Each parable possesses a uniqueness of story, an emphatic stress on certain moral principles and a factual scenario of its own. It was the apostle Paul who described himself as “…all things to all people,” and the parables have a certain kinship to the moral thrust of his argument.

			For over two thousand years, parables have been defined in a plethora of ways, and no one definition has ever seemed to corner the market on accuracy and truth. Here, our text could make a lengthy review of parabolic definitions, but hopefully we shall spare the reader from having to travel that road of tedium. One definition, so popular and not without great amounts of substance and reality, bears a brief moment of contemplation, though. This is the standard, most popular, and most widely accepted of viewing each parable as an allegory. While we should never accept any dictionary entry as Divine Truth one such definition, of allegory, though, is succinct and helpful:

			“A story, play, poem, picture, etc., 

			in which the meaning or message is represented symbolically.”

			This is certainly and fairly applicable to many, perhaps at least in part to all the parables, but it, too, at times falls short. Although we postpone its substantive discussion until later, the most famous of the parables, the story of the Good Samaritan, can only be seen as an allegory by running the risk of missing the substance of its meaning. Its setting is strikingly realistic, its characterization of persons, both good and bad, is shakingly realistic, and it not only stands but presents a tower of truth and meaning, none of which require any props of understanding other than the reality of the story’s events.

			Parables historically, spiritually and in a literary sense traditionally have been deemed to be fictional stories. Perhaps they are but a majority of them can easily be seen as factual even by a non-believer. The situations, persons, motives and actions are drawn so clearly only the totally unimaginative person can fail to see the simplicity but a deep simplicity of their meaning. Almost all fall within the realm of realistic plausibility, so plausible and even likely that the reader is tempted to certify their variability as fact. They are as far from the scripturally condemned “cunningly desired fables” which many of the ancient great minds had conjured as is the east from the west.

			So far, the majority of our words have been devoted to the negative argument of which a parable is not. Far more importantly, we must pivot and seek to define the essence of a parable. It is both the earthly and the eternal blessing of humanity, that parables are incontrovertibly associated with the Master Teacher of all, Jesus Christ, but they have been utilized, especially Biblically, by others. As with all His teachings Christ employed an economy of words, so beautifully, brilliantly and precisely that it is impossible for any other teacher, no matter their sincerity and/or ability to speak so much in so few words. Those persons who are familiar with such stories as the Good Samaritan or the Prodigal Son but who have never read them may likely suppose that they are the length of a novel or at least a short story. The Biblically unlearned would be surprised to learn that a number of even the most famous parables have a length of fewer than one hundred words. From childhood and youth throughout a long professional life bedecked and powered by endless words, decades of teaching and the writing of numerous books the author is aware of both how difficult and important it is to employ a brevity of words. In all His Life and Teaching the Master established these standards, and they seem to have attained their zenith in the parables. Parables, though short, seem to be constructed in a manner to be understood at multiple depths and levels. The serious student will continue to detect ever deeper moral lessons, and the views of a disciple at age twenty may be quite blinkered compared to what he or she will see at age seventy. When we speak, write or teach in parables they are not designed to exclude all but one narrow interpretation. As the disciple’s knowledge and faith grows so will the burgeoning understanding of the parables follow.

			For an answer to any question of importance of the parables the inquirer must start with the recognition, startling as it may seem, that over one-third of the recorded words spoken by Christ were in the text of the parables. The Savior was personally present with us for but three years of actual teaching and ministry, so every moment of His time was of platinum value. He had no hesitation filling that precious, but tightly prescribed time, with parables. His time and attention alone establish their importance, but other reasons for their beautiful essentiality and importance are easily grasped.

			Stories, tales, mythologies and the like have always been a highly preferenced way for teachers and cultures to impart truths, teachings and legends. A first, penetrating glance, logically leads to the observer asking just how Christian parables are really any different from Greek and Roman mythologies, both of which have been at the heart of the Western canon and tradition for over two thousand years. Many are engaging, fascinating and have certainly been amenable to artistic expansion and exposé through novels, plays and cinema. Still, though, they often retain an historical, even purposely other worldly quality. Save for our knowledge of their originator and teacher it is well-nigh unbelievable that one man could produce so many stories of fascinating factual interest coupled with towering, eternal moral significance as did Christ with the parables. The Romans and Greeks, intelligent and imaginative as they were, packed their reigning mythologies of tales of powerful, yet flawed, even wicked gods and goddesses, who were at war with others. The stories were often populated with fantastic beings, crippled deities, entities that were half-human, half-beast, and even then, the heroes and heroines succumbed to evil desires.

			The parables of Jesus spoke of the misfortunes of life, the duties and obligations to all, even strangers and the necessity and Divine pleasure which God experiences when we show kindness, and mercy to our neighbors. At great length and with frequency they speak of the most intimate relationships between brothers and sisters, fathers, mothers and children and even husbands and wives. Not a word of them is dated. Our mind’s eyes see their characters perhaps dressed in ancient clothing and speaking another language, but the characters and plots are immediately and seamlessly capable of being transferred to the modern gaze’s easy understanding. About them is no such quality as cultural datedness, for they are timeless.

			The parables were designed for the humble, simple Galileans among Jesus lived, but they retain a freshness and force which should be easily (though often not) highly intelligent and credential modern information technology expert. As with any lessons of any sort, of any subject and at any time, the parables make certain prerequisites for their understanding. 

			The understanding of a parable requires a serious, certainly a curious and open-minded student who will attempt with serious mindedness to understand the parable’s increasingly more profound meanings. These stories which we call parables have been interpreted, analyzed, reinterpreted and reanalyzed since that pure beautiful voice of Jesus first spoke to them, and many of these have had repetitive interpretations so monotonous that they cling to them like barnacles of an old sailing ship. Actually, with most, but not all, of the traditional interpretations hopefully this work will be evidence that we have no quarrel. All parables, though, plead and cry out for lifetime interpretation and bid the disciple to see that the breadth and depth of their meanings are never exhausted. We hope to honor the long-accrued wisdom of most of the traditional interpretations while simultaneously dividing our attention to even more expansive construction. Only each individual reader is the proper judge of whether we succeed.

			So what exactly is the modus operandi of our study. Perhaps if we limit ourselves to only two words they would be “depth” and “complexity.” The maximum depth of Christ’s teachings is beyond our reach, but nevertheless while examining it our attention is to eschew complexity. The end result of the study of any subject may be largely determined by the attitude which the student brings into the study. For example, many of the Pharisees and scribes, among the most committed of Christ’s detractors, failed in their understanding of the Savior’s not because of a lack of knowledge and understanding but rather due to the “carnal” attitudes which were a toxin to their minds. The disciples, often lower on the social and educational scales understood because their hearts were hungry for spiritual substance. Today, any student should ever remember not to complicate the lessons of the parable. The oft repeated words of Jesus should ever be a guide, and one of the most cited is that He is the Light of the World. Darkness, despair and despondency will never be found in a true understanding of a parable, but rather their opposites of light, optimism, hope and promise. They are meant as a lamp unto our feet.

			Again, the so-called “traditional” interpretations of parables are generally true and rarely miss the mark. Still, tradition should never be a barrier to a deeper, even a more poignant understanding of these magnificent narratives given to us by Christ. What, then, should be our attitudinal approach when we approach them? Because we live two thousand years distance from their first oral publication by the Master Himself, we are advantaged in so many ways. To us has been granted not just the parables themselves, these direct words of Christ always remaining the best evidence, but now supplemented by some twenty centuries of study by sincere men and women, both scholarly and simple, who have reaped a warehouse from an ever-replenishable harvest of lessons. Still, and at the decided risk of the error of repetition, as readers and hearers today we should always seek depth but not complexity. Never to be forgotten is the primary composition of the receptive element of the Savior’s audience which first heard them. Standing there in Galilee by a large lake or at the Temple in Jerusalem who were these early “church-goers” (a phrase not to be taken with complete literalism). Most were “ordinary” Jewish people, usually literate, productive and serious minded. To greater or lesser degrees they were familiar with the dense history of their own nationality and its Law of Moses, a law of basic morality. Doubtless some were of somewhat higher social and economic standing, but all obviously interested in the teachings of the unusual Rabbi from Nazareth. Just as undoubtedly, too, they must have shared another trait. They knew something about, the tools and strains of making a living, the joys and at times heart-breaking realities of family relationships and the basic certainty that this life could terminate without a moment’s notice. In short, they were very similar to those persons in any era and place who are receptive to the teachings of Christ. It is from people such as these that Jesus has always drawn the bulk of his flock. While worldly, as to some extent are we all, the light of spirituality burned within the. To this day, it is from this group that Christ draws the majority of His disciples. This number is the fertile ground for the reception of the parables.

			Never did the Son of God seek to mystify anyone by His teachings. He came so that the disciple might have a greater, clearer, not a murkier understanding. Christ called for a follower to have the innocent gaze and heart of a child coupled with the understanding of the mature and sagacious servant. More startingly He told His apostles to strive to be as “… wise as serpents and harmless as doves.” As we get older it generally requires more to “excite” a person and to evoke strong enthusiasm for any subject. We venture that to the spiritually minded disciple this matter may be at least partially assuaged by the richness of the parables and by their ultimately demonstrating the love that God has for each of them.

			Parables are short beautiful literary expositions that are meant to be practical. When it comes to actual interpretation when it is all said and done it is a matter of the individual reader’s conscience, needs, proclivities and just that natural tendency which we human beings of each seeing a story or situation just a bit differently. Since this is a Preface, the author will permit himself a bit of self-expression and self-indulgence on this issue. Although it will become obvious that many of the parables are so layered and rich with a multitude of lessons this should never become an impediment to our seeing the one or two main lessons which mark any parable and upon which we should concentrate. One example of many is in the famous parable of the Prodigal Son which serves as an endlessly producing well of rich moral lessons about youthful recklessness, sibling rivalry and jealousy and false friendship, all good lessons but all in the shadow of its greatest teaching about the Divine love and forgiveness which is God’s.

			The subject matter of the stories is the deepest reservoir of lessons ever presented by one man and all over a short span of time and recorded in a single book, the New Testament. In just a few dozen short stories Christ covered with Divine breadth and wisdom such evergreen topics as the use and abuse of wealth, the proper and improper employment of time and resources, and attitudes to the poor, which will often seem to us as somewhat disturbing and disconcerting, the importance of true justice certainly based upon foundations of law and eternal standards of right and wrong but bolstered and tempered by compassion and mercy. In so many parables forgiveness will be seen as paramount and one of the defining qualities of God, but its generous reception will be enjoyed only by those who themselves are willing to forgive. Just this brief partial summary of the messages of the parables should dispel any argument that they are not relevant to modern times.

			Two of the greatest writers in the canon of Western literature are the nineteenth century Russian novelists Leo Tolstoy and Fyodor Dostoevsky, literary geniuses of the first magnitude, the magnum opus of Tolstoy War and Peace and that of Tolstoy The Brothers Karamazov and Crime and Punishment. All three, as well as the authors’ other works are dense and lengthy, and especially with Tolstoy very, very lengthy, War and Peace extending to some 1,200 pages. To the serious reader and moralist they repay the reading, though. They are multi-layered with large casts of characters, realistically drawn and portrayed and who readily engage our interest. The moral philosophies, especially those of Dostoevsky, are guided in the main by Christian ethics and principles and generally align with an “orthodox” (a loaded word religiously) view of Christianity. Still, with a total upwards of a few thousand pages they pale in comparison to the short parabolic stories of Jesus Christ.

			This present work adds to the endless reservoir of words which an army of teachers and scribes have put forth in efforts to explain and expand the stories. It is really not my intention to do either, but rather to mine their depths so that the present bounty of understanding may be enhanced, and additional nuggets of wisdom mined. Neither myself nor any other is the teacher because The Teacher has long ago spoken. May we join those disciples and even the apostles of ancient times and sit at the feet of Jesus.

		

	
		
			

			CHAPTER ONE

			THE SOWER 

			Matthew 13:1-8 and 18-23

			Agricultural production is the unheralded wonder of the advanced, modern world. For thousands upon thousands of years farming techniques varied but little, and all were based upon the simplicity of planting a seed, watering, cultivating and harvesting, all of which remain the superstructure of producing the first true physical essential for mankind. Since this chapter, least of all this book, has no pretense in this direction let it suffice to aver that the last century and especially the last two or three decades have wrought changes in farming production, most of which have gone unnoticed by a world oblivious to what is provided for it.

			Let us take for our physical template the farmlands of the American Midwest and the Great Plains states which abut them on their western fringes. Already rich in nutrients the soils have been over time carefully prepared to supply a super-abundance of nutrition to their crops. The fields are plowed and tilled with modern machinery, and the best of them are a bucolic version of an artist’s easel, awaiting the touch of a master’s brush to produce a cornucopia. Transversing these immaculately groomed and well-prepared fields will be the most modern mechanized vehicles and machines that modern technology has produced. These mechanisms, though, are but little constrained by traditional ways in sowing the seeds (shall we say, of grain) which hopefully will yield harvests of a magnitude undreamt of in the past. The seeds are not merely strewn upon the ground but are individually dropped in holes of a depth which has been measured, computerized, digitalized and every other version of “ized” which the modern mind can imagine and articulate. Such methods and others beyond the ken and ability of the author to delineate, have given the farmers and their beneficiaries, in effect the entire world, material blessings both unimagined by past generations and unappreciated by the present. It is neither your father’s nor your grandfather’s farm, and certainly it is not the farm of the New Testament time of two thousand years ago. No one more simply but eloquently described the methods of first century Judea than Jesus when He began a parable thus:

			“Behold a sower went forth to sow;

			And when he sowed, some seed fell by the way side, 

			and the fowls came and devoured them up.”

			 In the twenty-first century a relatively small proportion of the population is engaged in farming, but the numbers of gardeners remains great. It is a fact, a truth and a hardship that a percentage of effort will be thwarted with an immediacy that disappoints and disheartens. All the planning, all the efforts, the hopes, and to a farmer his vital source of living itself, suffer an immediate blow when the seed vanishes, succumbing to the ravenous appetites of birds, squirrels, or whatever creatures that may be lurking. It can be so dismaying that the novice may be tempted to quit, to throw in the towel and go upon his or her way. Yet all human endeavor is met with abundant failure, and much of the failure may come early and with an immediacy that saps the spirit, even squelching the will to go forward. From religion, those matters of eternal concern, to personal hopes and ambitions the dreams, plans and desires crushed so early as to be practically stillborn, are legion. We are fortunate in a blessing for the text to offer Christ our detailed explanation for the beginning of this parable:

			“When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, 

			and understandeth it not, 

			then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. 

			This is he which received seed by the way side.”

			Numbers rarely have great Biblical significance, especially in the New Testament, but a safe, but sad, averral is that this initial description in the parable is the majority of mankind. The seed, the truth, right, the opening lights to the path of life, simply bounce away from any reception in the hearer’s heart and mind. He or she immediately becomes easy prey to Satan, and that is the last we hear of them. The seed of truth to them is as the ‘pearls cast before swine” referenced by Christ. The sad, immutable truth and known better by Christ than any man who ever lived is that the mass of people who have ever lived are unmoved by the Great Story of Christ and would have slumbered through His Sermon on the Mount. He, above all, knows this.

			In this great parable of Jesus the sower walked upon a variety of terrain, and his seeds were spread upon them all. Ancient Judea, especially in certain places, offered a topography found in much of the world, and Jesus utilized this as He continued His parable:

			“Some (seed) fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: 

			and forthwith they sprang up because they had no deepness of earth.”

			Topsoil. Dirt, but the giver of life. Where present on the earth it is usually at a maximum depth of five to ten inches. It is a substance of organic matter and minerals capable of holding water and air which encourages biological language. In plainer terms, it is dirt which sustains life. In its absence life collapses. What farmer or gardener would not wish the crop sown in topsoil? It beckons, it promises reward and ultimately it honors the sower with life and success. Yet, its use may be precarious, because in the Savior’s words it is shallow and difficult for a root system to develop. In the plainest of terms the seed starts well, becomes stunted or even strangled by weeds, blocked by rocks and starved of nutrients. Already, by the time of Christ the Bible was replete with examples. Lot, the nephew of the great patriarch Abraham, was a “righteous” man, but a man who decided to move his family to that city whose name is still synonymous with evil, Sodom. Although Lot was counted righteous even into New Testament days his character and reputation was forever soiled and tainted by its being choked by the evil which surrounded him. From a righteous man he fell to the level of a father who offered his own two daughters to a Sodomite mob who sought pleasure from, of all beings, two angels who had visited Lot. Not many days thereafter we find a “righteous” but drunken Lot engaging in incestuous sex with his own daughters. Again, though, it is Christ who best describes the meaning and character of Lot and others, well intertwined but too easily dissuaded, for the Master explained:

			“But he that received the seed into stony places, 

			the same is he that heareth the word, 

			and anon with joy received it.

			Yet hath he not root in himself, 

			but endureth for a while, 

			he when tribulation ariseth because of the word, 

			by and by he is offended.”

			The world from the Church’s inception is filled with churches which are continually welcoming new members to the fold. Sometimes, perhaps may we say, “oftentimes” these new converts, new Christians, are abuzz with enthusiasm, veritably crackling and sparkling with joy, which in astonishingly short periods of time begins to fade and eventually to a vanishing point where they are never seen again. Ultimately, only God is the judge of any person’s character, but to us mere mortals so many of these persons fit the precision of Christ’s definition of having no root in them.

			Let us not stray too far from the metaphorical scenario of Christ’s great parable of the sower. Stones and rough ground often are not even necessary to choke the discipleship of certain novice Christians. Their own root systems, for perhaps a multitude of reasons, are too shallow to survive almost any dilatory condition. Doubtless the world over landscapers and gardeners are familiar with many varieties of weeds which bloom early in the spring. Some initially bear flowers and have a superficial resemblance to the more desired flowers and greenery, In the part of our nation from which this is being written, the landscaping or gardening enthusiast is familiar with at least two such weeds by the names of chickweed and henbit. The latter is particularly interesting, for very early in the growing season it can cover an entire lawn with greenery and its purple flowers. Its staying power, though, is enjoined by the first few days of really warm sun or even by a simple mowing. It has no staying power, and no efficient lawns keeper would be bothered by attempting to extract it. It has little root system and may be easily knocked or brushed aside. Sadly, yet truly, the same has always been applicable to many disciples. Satan likely does not even bother with them, inasmuch as the problems and vicissitudes of life easily topple them on the way to the eradication of their souls.

			Even on a small farm or perhaps even a garden Christ knew that a variety of souls are present. In an almost terse manner he also described:

			“And some fell among thorns, 

			and the thorns sprung up, and choked them.”

			Choking, strangulation, or whatever term may be employed is obviously one of the most horrible deaths, a demise wherein the victim literally has the life squeezed from him or her. No one needs to receive a detailed lecture on the difficulties of having “the wind knocked out of you.” Surviving heart attack victims commonly proclaim that one of its worst aspects is the panic of not being able to breathe. Certainly it is aptly symbolic for life’s and the world’s working on every human spirit, both good and bad. For the good the image of Martha, one of three siblings especially close to Jesus and whose moral virtue is unchallenged. Observing her in a frenzy of worry she was cautioned by Jesus Himself as to the damage which life’s thorns could exact when He calmed her with the ever so gentle admonition:

			

			“Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things…”

			Martha, as strong a disciple as the New Testament recounts, doubtless regained her composure, and she certainly remained one of Christ’s truest disciples. Still, Jesus above all, knew the spiritual lethality of cares. In His explanation of this segment of the parable He explained that:

			“He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; 

			and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, 

			choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.”

			In so many almost numberless ways “the care of this world” is universal and burdens the good and the bad. Both the productive citizen and the pernicious thief are daily concerned about having enough to eat, sufficient clothing and a dwelling to protect them from the elements. The worries are ubiquitous, and among those qualities which may be described as from the cradle to the grave just the worry about having an adequacy of life’s sustenance is at the top. The Biblical examples of this are so legion as to really require no citation, and daily life and struggle keep them ever before both the saint and sinner. The man or woman who has joyfully received the Truth has done so sincerely and with an open heart. The demons of Hell itself, though, are almost omnipresent to literally blind that disciple by shoving daggers of supposed “greater” worries into his heart. No matter the religious enthusiasm and dedication of the disciple is basic worry about business, the tenuousness or loss of a job and the dwindling and evaporation of bank accounts will allow the afflicted no time or room for spiritual matters. Satan is choking him to his spiritual death.

			All of this is so true that even a sincere observer might say “yes, but any normal person knows that life can be tough, rigorous and harsh,” so what is so special about Jesus’s observance of this fact. A fair enough inquiry, and one which invites a cogent response. Certainly, Christ makes this parabolic observation about the cares of the world, but it is a statement where He shows its harshness may be softened by a trust in Him. Later His great apostle Peter, a man who himself knew something about worry and care wrote:

			“Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you.”

			Even more to the point and to answer the universal worries of humanity Christ taught to His disciples and assured us that:

			“…your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before you ask Him.”

			Still, though, these benefits promised by the Master are conditional, but as a contingency in the best and purest meaning of the term. The “catch” is discipleship, and in this great parable the cares of the world, ubiquitous and universal, often overwhelm the promises of Christ and His apostles. Though the cares of this world, so numerous that they are resistant to inventory, are manifold, great and deadly, their “thorniness” is really secondary to the other danger to which Christ cautioned His hearers, the “deceitfulness of riches.”

			Wealth, money, filthy lucre, riches or whatever name by which materiality is known, is an evergreen theme of both of the Testaments. Never once does money have to scripturally bear the title of “evil,” but rather it is always proceeded by terminology such as its love, its deceitfulness, its false promise, etc., but put together it has never ceased to be a danger to any man or woman who has ever lived. Riches have changed form, quantity, quality and proportion throughout the ages, but they have been present since the dawn of creation. So often political movements, especially those of a revolutionary character, literature, ancient, medieval or modern, cinema, and what we might consider the folk-wisdom of the populace, traditionally aligns and synchronizes riches with wickedness in contrast to the ennobled honest poor. Not so the Bible, as a few strikingly prominent examples will on this point suffice.

			The progenitor of all Semitic peoples, Abraham, was one of the wealthiest men of his time, so wealthy that he and his nephew could not dwell together due to the friction caused by their abundance. Ever suffering Job, the epitome of patience, was a rich man who lost the bulk of his wealth but whose undying faith in God was blessed by his wealth being far greater at the end of his days than at the beginning. Two of the Church’s greatest evangelists, Barnabas and the apostle Paul, were men of great means, Barnabus explicitly and Paul by implication. Wealth and money are themselves neutral, but Christ’s explanation of His Parable of the Sower explicitly names their real danger, their “deceitfulness.” They most certainly can provide pleasure, comfort and even power, and their possession and enjoyment is an allure. Their temptation, though, is to a life that appears to be so comfortable that it may even be bereft of problems and difficulties. Its possession may fill the possessor with a spoken, or maybe even unspoken, belief that he or she has attained superiority over the common herd. Their deceitfulness, though, lies in many places.

			

			Riches may allow, especially in modern advanced societies, a certain deceptive isolation from the common lot of the mass of humanity. This means better food, more comfortable dwellings, a greater variety of entertainment and amusement, better and safer schools for their children, ad infinitum. None of these are opprobrious evils and in fact individually and in the proper perspective, a positive good. In the aggregate, though, the spiritually shallow may see them as triumphant competition over Christ that wrap their tendrils around the Truth and in the words of the Savior, “choke the word.”

			At this point the sadness and even tragedy of this parable is palpable. Wherever the Sower has scattered his seeds he has met failure face to face, sometimes immediately and sometimes with a modicum of delay. In any activity this usually means discouragement, depression, despondency and even despair. But… the sowing has not been concluded. Christ, as He almost always did, ended His story with a triumphal flourish of hope and encouragement:

			“But other seed fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, 

			some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.”

			Sowing the seed, evangelizing, teaching, even to those most committed at times seems the definition of futility, of hopelessness, of wasted effort and a pit of despair for those conscientiously and sincerely engaged. So, too, it must have been in the time of Christ and His generational successors. The apostles. Yet, among all the seeds sown, all devoured, all trampled, all that never even germinated, it was to be found those kernels or grain which fell in good soil, in the right places, and grew. But where, when and how was it done then and just as importantly how is it done now? Does Christ’s great parable have any value, any practicality, in the savagely secular modern era?

			It is not pessimism nor defeatism to recognize and admit that most teaching of the Word falls on the ground most described in Jesus’s parable, that is the ground that provides no or only temporary nutrition. If numbers of seeds maturing into beautiful plants is solely the measuring stick that Christ Himself and His apostles were failures. Jesus recognized that “… many are called but few are chosen.” Christianity in this life remains a minority religion, and such it has ever been. God knows bitter disappointment. His Son, Christ, the Founder of the faith knows disappointment. God is inured to the sower’s numerical failures, and each Testament is in its own fashion a testimony to a certain failure. Still, the Divine Plan, which most definitely includes sowing the seed, was commenced before the “… foundation of the world.”

			For our study purposes and our parabolic metaphor let us commence with the ancient calling of a man named Abraham (nee Abram) from fabled Ur of the Chaldees, from whose descendants God promised to make a great nation. That nation was Israel, later Judah or if you prefer, Judea, from whom the King of Kings would come. Almost all the remainder of the Old Testament, spread over a couple thousand years, is the detailed history and narrative of the Jewish people, unfortunately in the main a story of indifference to God, betrayal, rebellion and even abject hostility. God, save for a remnant, a veritable remnant of the Sower’s seed, abandoned this people before the Savior ever arrived on Earth. His Word, His Law, the seed of Truth was not defective, but His chosen people’s rejection of it followed the precise pattern set forth in the Parable of the Sower. Finally, with the sending of the Savior, God’s only Son, Jesus, an opportunity for the Jews to come back and demonstrate that they were good soil was in the offing.

			Even after the Death, Burial and Resurrection there was an abundance of signs that the Jewish nation was finally ready to prove itself productive as good soil upon which the seed of truth had fallen. On Pentecost, the day of the Church’s founding, over three thousand, each a Jew, followed Christ in obedience, and suddenly the Church had a great start. In the Biblical phraseology the “word (i.e. the seed) grew and multiplied” and through
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