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Towards the end of 2022, the Lord showed these two words: SET APART. The words were bold and golden, and I knew instinctively that at the end of days, which are perilous, God is calling for a remnant that is completely and utterly SET APART for His Kingdom. 

This volume of work delves not too much into theological teaching. It is merely a collection of prophetic understandings and insights led by the Spirit of God. It is designed to make us ponder, consider, and reflect on our walk with God. For there is, without a doubt, an urgent cry from heaven for SEPARATION, meaning we cannot continue looking, behaving, and acting like the world.

Our God is holy, and He is looking for a holy people who will worship Him. His holiness signifies God's absolute moral purity and separation from everything else. It implies that God is free from sin, imperfection, and evil, and is entirely distinct from His creation. The Hebrew word for "holy" (kadosh) translates to "separate" or "set apart," highlighting God's unique and unblemished nature. For this reason, we need to be set apart, and we must honour Him as a holy God.

Everything about God is sacred, for He is holy. In the Bible, "sacred" generally means holy, set apart, or consecrated for religious purposes, often associated with God. It implies a special reverence and respect, distinguishing it from the ordinary or common. 

In this world, sacredness not only implies something associated with religion. For some, a sports team could be sacred, for others, it could be a collection of goods. What is sacred to the beholder speaks of absolute devotion and reverence. 

Let us understand, God’s Word is sacred for it is holy and pure. His Name is sacred. The Covenant is sacred. His Presence is sacred. Yet we treat such sacredness with contempt, for we violate His Covenant with our idolatry. We use His Name for our gain and personal exploitation. We distort His Word to advance our agendas. 

Can we understand the importance of treating what is sacred with absolute reverence? If His Word is sacred, then we should be teaching and preaching it in the fear of God. If His Word is sacred, then prophecy is sacred, for it speaks God’s will and truth.

Sacredness often implies a sense of awe, respect, and even fear. Things considered sacred are often not to be treated lightly or tampered with. Yet we treat God, His Name, His Word, and His Presence so lightly for we have made God cheap as we pursue a religion that enslaves instead of the Kingdom which empowers.

The Lord has shown so many times over the years the deep separation which will take place within the church. It is a separation between those who truly follow the Lord in Spirit and truth, and those who seek after their glory and will. It is a separation between those seeking God’s holiness and those seeking self-exaltation.

William Branham, who was an American Christian minister and faith healer who initiated the post-World War II healing revival, spoke years ago of such a separation. 

In one prophecy, he spoke of a false movement within the church, resulting in the united confederation of churches. He said at the same time the true church of God will be drove together. He said: “The real, true believers out of Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Pentecostal, Nazarene, Pilgrim Holiness, whatever they'll be, will go together, and cemented by the love of God, that'll make the body of the Lord Jesus Christ, all the believers. And agnostics and the shallow-minded will be cast to one side; they'll go right on into the confederation of churches.”

This separation has been taking place for a while. It is a separation between the truth and lies, between the spirit of truth and the spirit of error, and between what is sacred and what is common.

God is a holy God, and it is time we seek His holiness and revere His sacred way. 

When we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we say, “Our Father who is in Heaven, hallowed be your name.” Hallowed is translated from the Greek word ἁγιασθήτω, it means to be made holy or sanctified. So what are we praying when we say, “hallowed be your name”? We are not making God more holy, rather, we are praying, recognising God’s name is holy, set apart, sanctified. We pray that we would worship God as God, that He is holy. That as we pray, we would sanctify God’s name, set it apart as special, because God is holy and special. God is holy and worthy of our praise; He is sanctified.

And yet, even as God is holy and set apart, He does not keep Himself removed. No, even as Jesus was teaching the disciples to pray, the Son of God was standing with them. The Son of God “became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14). The holy Son of God walked with people, ate and drank with them, and taught them how to pray. God is holy, and we make his name holy, but He sent His Son to be one of us. The Holy One came to us, and made his home with us and even died in our place, in the flesh. In the flesh, He offered Himself in our place as the perfect sacrifice. 

Jesus says to the crowds in John 6 that He is the living bread that comes down from heaven. The Holy One offers his flesh to us that we may live. He offered His flesh and Blood on the cross to us in Communion, this is why it is sacred. “Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” Matthew 26:26-28

Our Heavenly Father is holy, and holy is His name. Nothing we pray can make this any truer, and even as Jesus the Son of God took on flesh and lived among us and offered Himself to us so that we may receive forgiveness and eternal life does not diminish God’s holiness. 

Nothing we do can increase or decrease God’s holiness. Because prayer is for us. Because we need to pray that God is holy, that His very name is holy. We need to be reminded daily that God is holy and I am not. We misuse God’s name in very unholy ways, so we allow His name to be anything but set apart. We use God’s name in ways that we don’t even use our name or our mother’s name. 

As we pray “hallowed be your name”, we are praying that we may keep the second commandment. We must keep God's name in honor, holiness, and beauty; not to swear, curse, not to be boastful or seek honor and repute for myself, but humbly to invoke his name, to pray, praise, and extol it, and to let it be my only honor and glory that he is my God and that I am his lowly creature and unworthy servant. So we see that even as we pray, “hallowed be your name” we are reminded of who God is, that He is holy and who we are, not-so-holy, and that we get to use God’s name in holy manners.

We pray and confess that God is holy, set apart, sanctified, because He truly is. As we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we worship God’s holiness; we join with angels who continually worship God shouting, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” (Isaiah 6:3)

In Jewish thought, a name is not merely an arbitrary designation, a random combination of sounds. The name conveys the nature and essence of the thing named. It represents the history and reputation of the being named.

In English, we often refer to a person's reputation as his "good name." When a company is sold, one thing that may be sold is the company's "goodwill," that is, the right to use the company's name. The Hebrew concept of a name is very similar to these ideas.

An example of this usage occurs in Exodus 3:13-22. Moses asks God what His "name" is. Moses is not asking "What should I call you?" Rather, he is asking "Who are you; what are you like; what have you done." That is clear from God's response. God replies that He is eternal, that He is the God of our ancestors, that He has seen our affliction and will redeem us from bondage.

Another example of this usage is the concepts of chillul Ha-Shem and kiddush Ha-Shem. An act that causes God or Judaism to come into disrespect or a commandment to be disobeyed is often referred to as "chillul Ha-Shem," profanation of The Name. We are not talking about a harm done to a word; we are talking about harm to a reputation. Likewise, any deed that increases the respect accorded to God or Judaism is referred to as "kiddush Ha-Shem," sanctification of The Name.

Because a name represents the reputation of the thing named, a name should be treated with the same respect as the thing's reputation. For this reason, God's Names, in all of their forms, are treated with enormous respect and reverence in Judaism.

The most important of God's Names is the four-letter Name represented by the Hebrew letters Yod-Heh-Vav-Heh (YHVH). It is often referred to as the Ineffable Name, the Unutterable Name or the Distinctive Name. Linguistically, it is related to the Hebrew root Heh-Yod-Heh (to be), and reflects the fact that God's existence is eternal. In scripture, this Name is used when discussing God's relation with human beings, and when emphasizing his qualities of lovingkindness and mercy. 

The first Name used for God in scripture is Elohim. In form, the word is a masculine plural of a word that looks feminine in the singular (Eloha). The same word is used to refer to princes, judges, other gods, and other powerful beings. This Name is used in scripture when emphasizing God's might, His creative power, and his attributes of justice and rulership. Variations on this name include El, Eloha, Elohai (my God) and Elohaynu (our God).

Jews do not casually write any Name of God. This practice does not come from the commandment not to take the Lord's Name in vain, as many suppose. In Jewish thought, that commandment refers solely to oath-taking, and is a prohibition against swearing by God's Name falsely or frivolously (the word normally translated as "in vain" literally means "for falsehood").

Judaism does not prohibit writing the Name of God per se; it prohibits only erasing or defacing the Name of God. However, observant Jews avoid writing any Name of God casually because of the risk that the written Name might later be defaced, obliterated or destroyed accidentally or by one who does not know better.

The commandment not to erase or deface the name of God comes from Deuteronomy 12:3. In that passage, the people are commanded that when they take over the Promised Land, they should destroy all things related to the idolatrous religions of that region, and should utterly destroy the names of the local deities. Immediately afterwards, we are commanded not to do the same to our God. From this, the rabbis inferred that we are commanded not to destroy any holy thing, and not to erase or deface a Name of God.

Normally, the Jewish people avoid writing the Name by substituting letters or syllables, for example, writing "G-d" instead of "God." In addition, the number 15, which would ordinarily be written in Hebrew as Yod-Heh (10-5), is normally written as Tet-Vav (9-6), because Yod-Heh is a Name. 

Nothing in the Torah prohibits a Jew from pronouncing the Name of God. Indeed, it is evident from scripture that God's Name was pronounced routinely. Many common Hebrew names contain "Yah" or "Yahu," part of God's four-letter Name. The Name was pronounced as part of daily services in the Temple.

Some Christian scholars render the four-letter Name as "Jehovah," but this pronunciation is particularly unlikely. The word "Jehovah" comes from the fact that ancient Jewish texts used to put the vowels of the Name "Adonai" (the usual substitute for YHVH) under the consonants of YHVH to remind people not to pronounce YHVH as written. A sixteenth-century German Christian scribe, while transliterating the Bible into Latin for the Pope, wrote the Name out as it appeared in his texts, with the consonants of YHVH and the vowels of Adonai, and came up with the word JeHoVaH, and the name stuck.

Indeed, God is holy, and His Name is holy. His Name speaks of who He is. It speaks of His reputation. It speaks of His divine and sacred nature. If we treat His Name with contempt, then we treat Him with contempt. Some people have, of course, gone completely overboard with the Name of God, not even wanting to pray in the Name of Jesus. To keep a balance, we approach God with reverence, and when we speak or use His Name, we should do so in reverence and with great awe for His sacred and divine nature.

The blood of Jesus is also holy due to His divine nature and the sacrificial act of His crucifixion, which atones for the sins of humanity, making it a source of cleansing, sanctification, and reconciliation with God. It is how believers are made holy and set apart for God's purposes. 

The shedding of Jesus' blood is the ultimate sacrifice that atones for the sins of humanity, providing forgiveness and a means of reconciliation with God. 

It is a cleansing agent, removing sin and making believers holy, righteous, and set apart for God's service. It provides power and authority to believers, enabling them to overcome evil and live a victorious life. The blood of Jesus is seen as the price paid for the redemption of humanity, offering hope for eternal life. 

I Timothy 2:6 says Jesus "gave himself as a ransom." A ransom is a price paid to purchase someone's freedom. In 1193, the English King Richard I, also known as Richard the Lionheart, was returning from leading a Crusade to the Holy Land. As he returned through Europe, Leopold V captured him in Austria. The Holy Roman Emperor demanded a ransom for Richard's release. The price was to be 150 000 marks, equal to three tons of silver. This was an enormous ransom demand. But the people of England so loved their king that they submitted to extra taxation, and many nobles donated their fortunes for Richard's release. After many months, the money was raised and King Richard returned to England. That's where we get the expression, "a king's ransom."

But to us, the term "a King's ransom" could better be applied to the tremendous price Jesus, the King of Kings paid for our sins on the cross. This King wasn't being ransomed; He paid the ransom so we can be set free. It is the most expensive ransom in the history of mankind.

In a sense, that's what Jesus did for you, but He didn't just give His hand - He gave His life. As mentioned, Jesus’ sacrifice is the means by which God delivers, or saves, humankind from sin and death. The Bible refers to the shed blood of Jesus as a ransom price. (Ephesians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:​18, 19) Thus, Jesus said that he came “to give his life a ransom for many.”​—Matthew 20:28, King James Version.

The first man, Adam, was created perfect, or without sin. He had the prospect of living forever but lost it by choosing to disobey God. (Genesis 3:​17-​19) When he had children, he passed on to them the defect of sin. (Romans 5:​12) For this reason, the Bible indicates that Adam “sold” himself and his children into slavery to sin and death. (Romans 7:​14) Being imperfect, none of them could buy back what Adam lost - Psalm 49:​7, 8.

God felt compassion for Adam’s descendants in their hopeless situation. (John 3:​16) However, God’s standard of justice required that he not simply overlook or excuse their sins without a valid basis. (Psalm 89:14; Romans 3:​23-​26) God loves mankind, so he provided the necessary legal means for their sins to be not only forgiven but also eliminated. (Romans 5:​6-8) The ransom is the legal basis.

In the Bible, the term “ransom” involves the following three elements:

It is a payment - Numbers 3:​46, 47.

It brings about a release, or redemption​- Exodus 21:30.

It corresponds to the value of what is paid for, or covers it.  Consider how these elements apply to the ransom sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

Payment. The Bible says that Christians were “bought with a price.” (1 Corinthians 6:​20; 7:​23) That price is the blood of Jesus, with which he “bought people for God out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation.”​ -Revelation 5:​8, 9.

Release. Jesus’ sacrifice provides a “release by ransom” from sin - 1 Corinthians 1:​30; Colossians 1:​14; Hebrews 9:​15.

Correspondence. Jesus’ sacrifice corresponds exactly to what Adam lost​  - one perfect human life. (1 Corinthians 15:21, 22, 45, 46) The Bible says: “Just as through the disobedience of the one man [Adam] many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one person [Jesus Christ] many will be made righteous.” (Romans 5:​19) This explains how the death of one man can pay the ransom for many sinners. In fact, Jesus’ sacrifice is “a corresponding ransom for all” those who take the steps necessary to benefit from it.​—1 Timothy 2:​5, 6.

Jesus paid a hefty price for our sins. His Blood is precious for He is precious. The act of redemption is sacred, therefore, we should take our salvation very seriously. We are not redeemed cheaply. We are redeemed with divine and sacred Blood.

The devil knows the sacredness of the Blood of Jesus. For this reason, his followers institute the counterfeit and blaspheme the sacredness of the Blood through demonic blood rituals and covenants. 

As mentioned, the concept of sacredness is closely tied to the idea of holiness. Something sacred is believed to be holy and to have a special connection with God. God is holy, as declared by the angels around the throne. Every Word He speaks is sacred, for He is holy. The death on the cross was sacred, for the Blood spilt is sacred. Do we treat the sacredness of God with reverence and fear?

In Christian theology, the word holy has two meanings. The holiness of God refers to the unparalleled majesty of His incomparable being and His blameless, faultless, unblemished moral purity (Isaiah 6:1–5; Revelation 4:1–8). Holy also refers to something or someone that has been separated from the common or set aside for God’s use. As an example, Belshazzar profaned the holy temple vessels -those set aside for use by God’s priests - by drinking toasts to his idols (Daniel 5:2–4). Belshazzar’s abuse of these holy artefacts made him guilty of sacrilege. He exchanged what is sacred for what is common.

We need the fear of the Lord in the church again, so that we treat what is sacred as holy again! We cannot distort His Word for our gain. We cannot try and exploit the Blood for our gain. We cannot abuse His Name for our self-exalting endeavours. If we do, we are guilty of sacrilege. 

Matthew 7 says, “6 Do not give that which is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, for they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.” Some translations render the word “holy” as sacred.

The metaphor seems to be teaching against giving what is considered just or holy to those who do not appreciate it. Animals such as dogs and pigs cannot appreciate ethics, and this verse implies that there is even some class of human beings who cannot, either.

As the Bible illustrates, people thought dogs were disgusting (Luke 16:21), dumb (Proverbs 26:11), and worthy of disdain (1 Samuel 17:43). In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus drew upon the poor reputation of dogs to illustrate an important point to His disciples about preaching the gospel. We notice that Jesus forbids two foolish acts, which both symbolize the same thing. First, He warns against giving dogs what is holy, as they do not revere sacred items. Second, He cautions against offering pigs what is valuable, because they do not esteem such prized possessions. Neither dogs nor pigs hold such things in high regard; the special quality of valuable items is lost on such animals. In these descriptions, what is holy and valuable represents the proclamation of the gospel, and the animals represent those who have heard the good news and have rejected it.

The disciples shouldn’t offer what is holy (the message of the gospel) to dogs (those who have shown that they consider it worthless). Jesus reiterated this principle in a more straightforward way later in His ministry, saying, “And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or town” (Matthew 10:14; cf. Proverbs 9:8).

The reality is, there are some within the Church fold will at this moment are not willing to embrace God’s sacred truth. Accepting God’s Word is difficult for those in the world who do not know God yet, but the sad reality is that some believers do not uphold God’s sacred Word, for they have chosen to believe lies and erroneous doctrines. God’s Word is holy, for Jesus is the Word. 

2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.” Yes, His Word is divine, holy, and pure and by His Word all things have been made. It should be revered! 

God is holy in every attribute and every action: He is holy in justice. He is holy in love. He is holy in mercy. He is holy in power. He is holy in sovereignty. He is holy in wisdom. He is holy in patience. He is holy in anger. He is holy in grace. He is holy in faithfulness. He is holy in compassion. And His very Word – written or spoken – is holy.

By starting out his gospel stating, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God,” John in the Gospel is introducing Jesus with a word or a term that both his Jewish and Gentile readers would have been familiar with. The Greek word translated “Word” in this passage is Logos, and it was common in both Greek philosophy and Jewish thought of that day. 

For example, in the Old Testament, the “word” of God is often personified as an instrument for the execution of God’s will (Psalm 33:6; 107:20; 119:89; 147:15-18). So, for his Jewish readers, by introducing Jesus as the “Word,” John is in a sense pointing them back to the Old Testament, where the Logos or “Word” of God is associated with the personification of God’s revelation. 

And in Greek philosophy, the term Logos was used to describe the intermediate agency by which God created material things and communicated with them. In the Greek worldview, the Logos was thought of as a bridge between the transcendent God and the material universe. Therefore, for his Greek readers, the use of the term Logos would have likely brought forth the idea of a mediating principle between God and the world.

So, essentially, what John is doing by introducing Jesus as the Logos is drawing upon a familiar word and concept that both Jews and Gentiles of his day would have been familiar with and using that as the starting point from which he introduces them to Jesus Christ. 

But John goes beyond the familiar concept of Logos that his Jewish and Gentile readers would have had and presents Jesus Christ not as a mere mediating principle like the Greeks perceived, but as a personal being, fully divine, yet fully human. 

Also, Christ was not simply a personification of God’s revelation as the Jews thought, but was indeed God’s perfect revelation of Himself in the flesh, so much so that John would record Jesus’ own words to Philip: Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” (John 14:9). 

By using the term Logos or Word in John 1:1, John is amplifying and applying a concept with which his audience was familiar and using that to introduce his readers to the true Logos of God in Jesus Christ, the Living Word of God, fully God and yet fully man, who came to reveal God to man and redeem all who believe in Him from their sin.

When we, therefore, distort or abuse God’s Word, we blaspheme God’s holiness and mock the divinity of Jesus. Erroneous doctrines and teachings in churches should be of great concern, for they speak of a lack of reverence and awe for the sacredness of God, who is the source of the Word. Jesus, after all, emphasises the power of the sacredness of the Word when in the wilderness He countered the devil’s lies by saying, “It is written.”

God’s Word is not merely stories; it is alive, real and very powerful. The Word is God. As God is Holy, so is the Word. We must respect and uphold God’s sacredness by upholding the sacredness of the Word. We do so by being faithful to the Word.

In the last part of Matthew 7:6, Jesus emphasised that persecution is a key factor when it comes to those not embracing the holiness of God’s Word. “They may . . . turn and tear you to pieces.” When there is a hostile reaction to the gospel message, the hearers show their nature. In seeking to harm the messenger, the hardened sinner becomes dog-like in his viciousness. So, it is important to discern when to “shake the dust off” and take the message elsewhere.

Again, the reality is that there are some in churches who do not accept God’s truth. This may be shocking, but it is the truth. Apostasy is marked by the spirit of error, which leads some, if not many, down a path of rebellion against God’s sacred Word. Apostasy, when marked by the "spirit of error," signifies a defection from faith, often characterised by the embrace of false doctrines and teachings that deviate from established religious beliefs. 

Apostasy, from the Greek word apostasia, means “a defiance of an established system or authority; a rebellion; an abandonment or breach of faith.” In the first-century world, apostasy was a technical term for political revolt or defection. Just like in the first century, spiritual apostasy threatens the Body of Christ today.

The “spirit of truth” is the Holy Spirit (John 15:26), and His leading will always be consistent with God’s Word, which is truth (Psalm 33:4; John 17:17). The “spirit of error” (literally, “fraudulent error” or “deception”) is Satan or his angels, whose leading is “of the world” (2 Peter 4:5). 

2 Timothy 4 says, “3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” Indeed, we blaspheme God’s holiness when we reject His truth, for we then do not revere the sacredness of His eternal Word.

Paul made this difficult decision once when persecution arose in response to his proclamation of the gospel in Corinth: “And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to them, ‘Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles’” (Acts 18:6). Then he left the synagogue and began preaching next door (verse 7). If Paul had continued to preach the gospel of Christ in the Corinthian synagogue, he would have been guilty of giving dogs what is holy.

We need to listen carefully to God to bring God’s Word to those who revere it and who will embrace it. Those who resist His word are rebellious. Unlike His created beings, God is eternal, preeminent, omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent. He was, is, and will be before all things. He is ageless, tireless, and faultless. He is beyond full human comprehension. Indeed, our language lacks the superlatives necessary to justly describe Him. Drawn to Him for His unequalled goodness and majesty, the psalmist wrote, “As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God” (Psalm 42:1, ESV). Nothing or no one satisfies like God, for He is altogether lovely to behold. Earthly treasures will pass away, but the Lord is our great reward and inheritance (Joshua 13:33).

Exodus 23:24 says, “You shall not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do according to their works; but you shall utterly overthrow them and completely break down their sacred pillars.” Exodus 34:13 says, “But you shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images.” God has never changed. We are not to be part of anything which brings dishonour to God, or in other words, make common what is sacred. Idolatry leads to a path of sacrilege, for we violate the goodness of His Name, the Blood and the Covenant.

2 Chronicles 31 speaks of the reforms of Hezekiah: “1 Now when all this was finished, all Israel who were present went out to the cities of Judah and broke the sacred pillars in pieces, cut down the wooden images, and threw down the high places and the altars—from all Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manasseh—until they had utterly destroyed them all. Then all the children of Israel returned to their own cities, every man to his possession.” Indeed, children of God must stand against anything which stands against God’s sacredness.

Israel’s sin and captivity is outlined in “Hosea 10:1 Israel empties his vine; He brings forth fruit for himself. According to the multitude of his fruit He has increased the altars; According to the bounty of his land They have embellished his sacred pillars.” Indeed, in their idolatry and spiritual unfaithfulness, they violated God’s sacredness.

(Isaiah 6:1–5, ESV). “In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!’

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’” 

In the numinous presence of the Lord, the prophet Isaiah stood in awestruck wonder, yet the holiness of God caused him to recoil in reverential fear. Similarly, the prophet Daniel and the apostle John demonstrated the same emotional mixture of attraction and dread when ushered into the presence of their majestic Creator (Daniel 8:17; Revelation 1:17).

John wrote, “And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those who had conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in their hands. And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying,

‘Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations! Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? All nations will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed’” (Revelation 15:2–4, ESV).

To the redeemed in heaven, the holiness of God is no longer a mystery. In a unified voice of praise, the citizens of heaven declare in Revelation 15 that

• God is the author of great and mighty deeds

• God is just and true in His ways

• God is the King of all nations

• God is to be glorified

• God alone is holy

• God’s ultimate righteousness will be made manifest

The holiness of God should stir our hearts to continual praise and adoration. We delight in Him, for in Him is our ultimate purpose and reason for being (Jeremiah 29:11). No one living apart from God is truly whole. To those who believe, He gives Himself. God is more than a means of achieving a transitory desire or worldly goal, for He is our greatest good. God is an end in Himself.

Though God is worthy of our highest respect and reverential fear, He is neither distant nor aloof (James 2:23). He desires intimacy with us. Despite the sins we have committed, the frequent folly of our thinking, the bouts of pride that stain our character, and the shameful lapses in our faith, God welcomes us with open arms through the redemptive work of His Son, Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:21; Ephesians 2:8–9). Remarkably, we may approach God as a friend, but we are never to consider Him as our equal.

God’s desire for intimacy with us is not a point to be overlooked. Those who have placed their faith in Christ Jesus as Savior He lovingly adopts as sons and daughters (Ephesians 1:5) and encourages them to call Him “Father” (Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:6). That a holy and blameless God could cherish such dirty-faced orphans, “children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:3), is nearly unimaginable, yet through the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, the vile and profane are transformed into beloved children and the cherished objects of His most tender affections (1 John 1:7).

We will not achieve holiness or sinless perfection on this side of eternity, but our lives should reflect the immaculate purity of God. The Lord Jesus called us to be “the salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13). Salt is a preservative, and in these days of moral degradation, may we not be conformed to the behavior and thinking of this decaying planet; rather, may we be ambassadors of Christ and agents of transformation and renewal (2 Corinthians 5:20; Romans 12:2). By imitating the holiness of God, we bring honor to Him and comfort to others.

God is holy. In Him, there is not even the faintest trace of evil. He is impeccably pure, wholly without fault, and uncompromisingly just. God cannot lie. He cannot make wrong decisions. He is blameless, timeless, and sinless. By contrast, we are flawed beings tainted by sin (Isaiah 53:6; 1 John 1:8). By all rights, a holy and righteous God must judge sinners, and the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23); thankfully, we can escape the wrath of God by placing our trust in Christ Jesus as Savior (Hebrews 2:3). Were it not for the gospel of Jesus Christ, the holiness of God would be mankind’s greatest fear, for no sinner can stand in the presence of His blinding glory. But, through a simple act of faith, those who believe in Jesus as Saviour have been pardoned (Matthew 9:6). To the lost, the holiness of God is a dreadful matter, but to the redeemed, the holiness of God is our greatest good.

In the same way, "holy, holy, holy" is meant to stretch the boundaries of your imagination. Whatever you think of when you hear that God is holy, you need to know that God is in an entirely different category of holiness; he is much holier than you ever thought holiness could be.

But even "holy, holy, holy" was not enough for the seraph as he tried to capture God's holiness. He had to add, "The whole earth is filled with his glory."

How great is the holiness of this Lord of hosts? Great enough to fill the whole earth! Again, these words are crafted under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to take your imagination where it has never gone. They're meant to blow your mind with the thought that God is unlike anything you have ever encountered. They're meant to humble you with the realization that God is fundamentally different from you. They're intended to help you understand that who you're dealing with is Someone greater than anyone and everyone you have ever dealt with before.

The Lord of hosts is holy, holy, holy, earth-filling and gloriously holy. He is holy, holy, holy.

Exodus 15:11 asks, "Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?" (ESV) 1 Samuel 2:2 declares, "There is none holy like the Lord: for there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God." (ESV)

There's even more to be said. God's holiness is not an aspect of who he is or what He does; no, God's holiness is the essence of who He is. The holiness of God sits at the centre of the grand narrative of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Without the holiness of God, there would be no moral law to which every human being is responsible. Without the holiness of God, there would be no divine anger with sin. Without the holiness of God, there would be no perfect Son sent as an acceptable sacrifice for sin. Without the holiness of God, there would have been no vindication of the Resurrection. Without the holiness of God, there would be no final defeat of Satan. Without the holiness of God, there would be no hope of a new heaven and earth where holiness will reign over us and in us forever.

To be holy as commanded means we should be set apart by God's grace for God's purpose. Our allegiance is no longer to the kingdom of our success and happiness, but to the progress of His kingdom of glory and grace. The holiness of God decimates our autonomy and self-sufficiency and drives us to the Savior, who alone is able, by His life and death, to unite unholy people to a holy God. God reveals his holiness to us not as a warning that we should run from him in eternal terror, but as a welcome to us to run to Him, where weak and failing sinners always find grace that lasts forever.

There are many aspects of God you will encounter as you read through the Bible. One by one, as you turn the pages of Scripture, you will see who God is laid out before you. Different aspects of God’s character that are revealed in Scripture help us to understand a little more of who God is.

With God, there are no shortcuts. We cannot mock Him, deceive Him, outsmart Him or manipulate Him – it is all about His Holiness and Glory. Throughout the Old Testament, He made it clear that He shall be served in holiness and purity, and He shall be approached in Holiness and Purity as on the Day of Atonement.

Have not lost the reverence for God? Maybe we have if we look at how easily false doctrines are preached, how worship has become a big money spinner and how churches have become a prosperous business. We have treated His Covenant so lightly. We have mocked the Blood through our iniquity. 

We can come to the Lord anytime, but we must ALWAYS do so in holiness and purity and in reverence of who He is – I Am that I Am. Whenever we come in silence before Him, or when we minister or worship, it must ALWAYS be in reverence, for He is a holy God. The veil has been torn, hallelujah, but Jesus remains the plumb line and the standard for holiness.

He is sacred. His Word is sacred. The Blood is sacred. And so is the reality that He is the Trinity. What did the Lord teach in the Ten Commandments? 

What did the Israelites learn? How to be good sons and daughters of the Lord! They learned to be set apart, to be holy and to be pure of heart, even though externally to the greatest measure. They had the privilege of having a Father wander through the desert with them, as a cloud by day and by fire by night. What did the 613 commandments teach them? How to be holy! How to be set apart! Simply, how to be proper Christians as sons and daughters who revere and respect their Father and how to respect each other as brothers and sisters. 

The Father Himself showed up at the Tent of Meeting. The Father Himself made Himself a home in the Holy of Holies in the Temple. The Father Himself dealt with the Israelites - they were taught first-hand about Sonship and Daughtership under the tutorship of the Father.

What did ‘Christianity’ mean to them? Being a holy and set-apart nation that fellowshipped and loved Him. They were farmers, peasants and warriors - they had no purpose but to obey the Lord and to be good sons and daughters.

Yes, we are called to be holy for He is holy. We are called to seek what is sacred, for everything God does and says is sacred. There is a separation taking place in churches, and it is seismic in force. Are we going to choose the sacredness of God, or what is common and unholy?
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It says if something looks like a duck, swims like a duck, and quacks like a duck, then it probably is a duck. The test implies that a person can identify an unknown subject by observing that subject's habitual characteristics. It is sometimes used to counter abstruse arguments that something is not what it appears to be. The problem these days is discerning whether someone is from the world or serving God. On the one hand, so many tend to behave like the world, so based on their habitual characteristics, you would say they are from the world. But then something funny happens – the “duck” is no longer quacking but making other “strange noises”, known by some as praise, worship and prayer! So is this a duck, a hybrid, or something completely different? In other words, are we true followers of Christ or a hybrid product that serves God and the world?

Jesus said in “Matthew 7: 15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them.” Yes, we shall be known by our fruit. The church can make no impact if we look and behave like the world. We are called to be set apart, meaning set apart in holiness and purity. We are called to serve the eternal Kingdom, and not the kingdoms of this world or our kingdom.

1 John 2 says, “15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.” Yes, we will either love God or the world. We cannot look like Christians yet behave like pagan!

Returning to Matthew 7, Jesus also taught the following: “13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.” This teaching led to the following: “21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ To depart speaks of separation, so God is saying those who do not truly follow Him as a disciple have no part of Him. He cannot be their Shepherd for they have chosen a different master.

So we need to choose – either walk the path of the narrow gate or the broad way. There is no middle path. We need to choose, either we serve the world or we lead a life that is set apart for the Kingdom of God. Jesus also said in Matthew 7: “24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” Are we truly grounded in Christ, or is our foundation one of shifting sand?

This is a season of threshing and sifting. The Lord will expose all and bring all things wicked and deceitful into the light. There is a mighty move of the Spirit for God's people to operate in glory, but so many will find themselves on sand that will turn to mud as the flood of the Lord cleanses and purifies. Alas, some believe they are on the unmovable Rock of Jesus and will find this is a false reality - it is the time to stand in Spirit and Truth on the true Rock that smashes the dominion of the devil. For a fire burns from heaven, purging the barren branches. A fire burns to raise the warriors of the Lord, but this calls for abandonment unto God and a yearning to lay it all down. So many will fall for they stand on clay and dirt as the Lord roars and shakes, bringing Babylon to its knees. Repentance and humility are key. Seek Him and seek His Truth for the devil deceives the whole world. Stand and fight the good fight in His Glory! 

The Lord is right now more than ever separating the holy from the unholy, the pure from the impure, the faith from the secular, and the world from the everlasting kingdom. He is our resource, yet the church still trusts and lives by the resources of the world. The Lord has shown how, for many, this separation is going to be painful and hard. God is busy separating but still, many who seek Him are holding onto this world and are bound by this world and even are ruled by the wisdom and 'power' of this age. Now is not the time to cling to the past, the old, the broken, and the vanity of life, but it is time to seek the Lord.

Matthew 25 speaks of the Son of Man judging the nations: “31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world ... 41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” If we do not separate ourselves now from this world, we shall find that the Lord will separate us one day. And such separation is eternal.

Jesus often referred to humanity as sheep and Himself as the Shepherd (John 10). Although sheep have a reputation for being senseless and needy, Jesus did not use this term in a condescending or belittling way when He called His followers sheep. Ezekiel 34:11 says, “For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out.” This example of the shepherd and his sheep demonstrates the care God has for us. The term sheep describes those who believe in Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. Jesus used this term to highlight the love and concern that a shepherd has for his sheep, which emphasised God’s love and care for His followers.

Sheep are willing to follow; they are made to need a shepherd, and they stick together with other sheep. We need to be willing to follow God as true disciples. He must be our all and everything. God has also made us to be in a community with other believers for encouragement, support, and spiritual growth. Jesus, our Shepherd, loves His beloved sheep and laid down His life for them. On the other hand, those who reject salvation in Jesus are referred to as goats in this passage. Goats are stubborn and independent, and unlike sheep, they are not led well or willingly. Using this term to describe unbelievers, Jesus conveyed that unbelievers are stubborn in believing, think that they are fine without God, and overall, do not eagerly come to follow Jesus. Truly, sheep and goats are very different from one another – just as believers and unbelievers are different from one another. Although Jesus came to save all, not all will accept salvation in Him.

We need to separate ourselves from the defilement and spiritual corruption of this world, just as God separated John the Baptist from an early age to go into the wilderness. Because of the separation, John remained untainted by the world’s defilement. He stayed hungry, willing and ready to serve the Lord. When the time came for him to rejoin the world, he was ready and prepared to prepare the way of the Lord. As John the Baptist was prepared for a moment and time to make straight the path of the Lord’s coming, so we must always be ready and willing to be obedient as we grow in the fullness of Christ. Yes, we need to prepare the way of the Lord’s coming, and we do so by separation.

And such separation means not locking yourself in a little room or in a monastery for the rest of your life! It speaks of keeping yourself pure before God, adhering to the Word, and being led by the Spirit. We must love what God loves. We must also despise what the Lord despises. For our heart must be set upon the Kingdom, His truth and His will. Our ‘separation’ may be marked by crying out, struggling, suffering, sacrificing and hoping for a better day, but those who remain true to their calling and mandate shall surely walk in God’s fullness of grace and love. How the Lord calls for a people who will seek obedience to His will more than the reward, more than any praise or recognition! John lived on wild honey and locust to survive – yet for his obedience, he was rewarded not with great wealth but with great praise from the Lord Himself!

Paul writes in “2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? 6 But I trust that ye shall know that we are not reprobates. 7 Now I pray to God that ye do no evil; not that we should appear approved, but that ye should do that which is honest, though we be as reprobates.” Paul admonishes that one must constantly check your walk with God and test all things to make certain you are in the will of the Lord and walking in his ways, lest one become a reprobate, thus someone cast away and handed over to a reprobate mind. 

In 2 Timothy 3 we read (KJV): “8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. Therefore, this speaks of men whose moral sense is perverted and whose minds are beclouded with their own speculations.” In Titus 1 we read in verse 16: “They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.” Thus, Titus 1 speaks of those who come to the Lord crying “Lord, Lord” yet are shown away (thus cast away), because they truly do not know God. Again, there is a clear danger that exists if we as believers depart from obedience, and truly abiding in Him, lest we become abominable in our actions and behaviour. This calls for a purposeful and committed separation from the profane and the unholy. 

In Leviticus 22:20, we read how God said that nothing must be offered unto Him with a defect. In Malachi 1:8, the Lord accuses Israel of bringing Him blemished offerings: “‘When you bring blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try offering them to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you?’ says the Lord Almighty.” Bringing animal sacrifices to the temple that were blind, disfigured, or sick was a direct violation of the Mosaic Law (Leviticus 22:22; Deuteronomy 15:21). The reason for this command was that such sacrifices dishonoured the Lord. “Do not profane my holy name” (Leviticus 22:32). They were sacrifices in name only; a true sacrifice must cost something, and there was no pain involved in getting rid of something already slated for culling. More importantly, each sacrifice was a symbol of the future sacrifice of Christ, who was “a lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:19). The cheap, marred sacrifices of Malachi’s time were travesties of Christ’s perfection.

The application for Christians today does not involve animal sacrifices, of course, nor is it even directly related to financial offerings. Rather, it is a matter of treating God as holy. Our entire lives must be a testimony of God’s perfection, holiness and purity. This concerns all areas of life, ranging from how we speak of God, to how we obey Him and how willing we are to sacrifice our lives unto service. Offering God a blemished animal was like treating God as an afterthought, and it truly mocked Him. We can never treat God in such a manner. He deserves our best and our all. We must be disciples of excellence, seeking to be consumed and be burning all the time with His holy fire. We do this by being an offering of purity and holiness. 

Ephesians 5 saysm, "27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish,” and also “Revelation 19:7-8 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.” The message remains clear. As the temple of God, we must remain pure and clean. Be not defected by the world, and remain an offering aflame with God’s presence.

So we need to realise that just as God only dwelled in a tent or a temple that was kept clean, pure and holy, just so God is looking to dwell in a pure, clean and holy vessel. Nothing has changed when it comes to God and the ‘environment’ He seeks to inhabit. He seeks to habitually dwell with us through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, yet He is looking to dwell in a temple, thus a vessel of blood and flesh, that is consecrated (set apart) and consecrated for God’s glory and presence. You see, God wants to dwell in us in our entirety. If there is something offensive or defiled or impure or unholy also occupying the ‘environment’, do we not think this is an affront to the Spirit of God? Everything about us must be completely and utterly surrendered to God. The Lord dwelt in His entirety in the entirety of the tent of meeting and the temple, not in portions. May we truly seek to surrender all to God so that God, as an all-consuming fire, may consume us completely and utterly.

As God separates, it reminds us of separating twins that have been joined at the hip. It is a process of cutting and tearing away. This is a time of the separation between God’s Truth and the truth of man, between God’s Kingdom and the kingdom of man and between God’s ways and the ways of man. Yes, it is hard to be set apart, for at times it feels like we are losing ourselves, for our very reality is shaken. But the problem remains, we still trust in the world, and we still live by sight and seek our help in 'Egypt' for our strength and hope. To truly know the divine, we need to be torn away from the natural as we pursue the ways of the eternal and living God. Our very DNA needs to be altered to the spiritual.

Genesis 1 says, “13 And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day. 14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” God separated day from night, for there is no association between the two. He also separated the waters from the land. Just so, He is still separating the holy from the unholy, the pure from the impure and the truth from the lies. Revelation 22 says, “11 He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.”

God will expose those who seek Him truly and those who seek self-indulgence, self-glorification, self-edification and self-exaltation. Such endeavours and desires of the self shall crumble and be exposed for their wickedness. 1 Corinthians 3 says, “11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. 14 If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames.” We are also reminded of “Philippians 4:8: Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.”

Yes, the Lord will ADDRESS idolatry, paganism and another seducing spirit in His Bride. If we seek to dwell in the dark, we shall know His judgment (also read Romans 1). Yet in Christ, we find our fortress and eternal hope. We need to separate ourselves from rebellion against His ways, from religion that enslaves and from this world that only defiles. 

Glory to God, if we are IN Christ (John 15), then we shall never be separated from God. But then this calls for obedience, loyalty, faithfulness, carrying the cross, denying the self and following the Lord. We are our worst enemies, and through our actions, moral conduct, and speech, we can separate ourselves from His light and holiness if we are not careful. Let us seek the Lord and be set apart in service, love, hope and faith. God is calling for a Bride without spot or wrinkle, therefore, a remnant that is set aside for the glory of God.
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Consecrated unto a sacred God 
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We need to separate ourselves from the common, the unholy, the immoral, the dark and corrupt because we serve a God who is holy. Everything God does is sacred. He deserves our awe, respect and complete devotion. God calls us to consecrate ourselves in the service of His Kingdom and Glory. In the Bible, the word consecration means “the separation of oneself from things that are unclean, especially anything that would contaminate one’s relationship with a perfect God.” Consecration also carries the connotation of sanctification, holiness, or purity.

When the people of Israel arrived at Mount Sinai, it was a place of consecration, covenant, and clarity. God told Moses to prepare the people, for He was about to speak. This was not a day for casual conversation; it was a day when God drew near to shape a nation’s identity. Consecration speaks of being set apart for God’s purposes and for His will to be done.

Similarly, the importance of being consecrated or pure in our relationship with God is emphasised in an incident in the book of Joshua. After forty years in the wilderness, the children of Israel were about to cross over the Jordan River into the Promised Land. They were then given a command and a promise: “Joshua told the people, ‘Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do amazing things among you’” (Joshua 3:5).

The people of God were commanded to bathe and change their clothes; the married couples were to devote themselves wholly to the Lord (1 Corinthians 7:1-6). The significance of this command was that in ancient times, water was considered a luxury and wasn’t used often for personal hygiene. The bathing and changing clothes symbolised making a new beginning with the Lord. The picture here is that sin is defilement (Psalm 51:2, 7), and we have to be cleansed before we can truly follow God.

Upon consecrating themselves, the children of Israel were assured of God’s promises. The Lord promised that He would do amazing things among them (Joshua 3:5). Just as He opened the Red Sea to deliver them from their Egyptian bondage, He would open the Jordan River and take them into the Promised Land. This was just the beginning of the miracles God would perform for them in the conquest of the Promised Land. It’s no wonder the psalmist declares, “Your ways, O God, are holy. What god is so great as our God? You are the God who performs miracles; you display your power among the peoples” (Psalm 77:13-14).

So before they entered the Promised Land, God told them to separate themselves in service and holiness unto Him. It was a sacred moment. It was a moment orchestrated by a sacred God. In Deuteronomy 6, towards the end of their sojourning, Moses said the following to the Israelites: 6 “Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which the Lord your God has commanded to teach you, that you may observe them in the land which
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