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By Ivan Brett and available from Headline

The Floor is Lava


About the Book

101 fun-filled, boredom-busting games to occupy the whole family.

This book will bring everyone together with an endless selection of creative games you can come back to time and time again. You’ll quickly find the right game to match ANY occasion. Most are quick to set up and require minimal equipment – ideal for anyone looking for straight up fun.

Bored? Games! is the ultimate book to keep everyone entertained


Your name is Richard. You are my dad.


INTRODUCTION

I write this, as I have the entire book, during the height of the coronavirus pandemic, a disease which has ripped us apart in so many ways and challenged us to reimagine how we live every moment. I feel that makes what I’m about to say a little more poignant.

Play is infectious. It spreads without our permission, uncontrollably, with a will of its own. We can take steps to close ourselves off and reduce its power or, through social interaction, encourage it. But it can’t be stopped.

Like the other great aural folk traditions of music and storytelling, folk games are passed through activity. You play a folk song to teach it, likewise with a game. It is through play that it’s transmitted, and so it mutates with its new host, fitting the space that’s needed, finding the warm, fertile place in their mind it so craves. A folk song may have an ephemeral ‘standard’ version, an illusory base song that each musician will interpret as they reproduce it with their own sensibility, but no one person can claim to own it. While some of the games in this book are brand new, others are remixed versions of things that have come before. No matter what I write, however, your version will always be a little different from mine. Isn’t that great?

There is no definitive rule set for any game, and that’s their beauty. I’m not looking to change that. What I present here is a distillation of millions of people’s play into 101 games that are no more mine than yours. I’ve spent every moment of my life since the publication of The Floor is Lava going out into the world to give, receive and create games. My journey has taken me around the country with my voice recorder to play with dozens of new friends in woods, pubs, zoos and garden sheds. It took me 8,000 miles across the USA on my bicycle, accompanied by my partner Amy, where we traded play with the super-rich and the homeless, played our way across snow-capped mountains, baking deserts and moonscaped lava fields. It took me here, locked down in my shed, calling my mum for a game each morning so that our shared laughter may sit alongside the distance, the anxiety and the dire need for a hug.

Where hides the value in a game? It’s certainly not in the rules: these are merely the shell. The value lies in the potential for play hidden between the words, and this is what I want to pass on to you. I’ve spent the last two years collecting, creating and curating the greatest possibilities for play so that you, too, may get the bug. In place of actually playing the games with you, which is undoubtably the best way, I’ve done my darndest to present the rules in the simplest, most playful form possible, so that you can get started with barely any learning, preparation or gathering of resources. You’re welcome.

The 101 games within are divided into what you’ll need to play them (your hands, your head or your feet) and how many people you’ll need. Pick the section that’s right for you and get playing. Share the fun with the hashtag #BoredGames, then let me know your favourites on Twitter, @IvanBrett.


GAMES TO PLAY WITH YOUR HANDS

Humans are one of the few animals to have opposable thumbs, and of the others in that select group (chimps, gorillas, a couple of lucky frogs) we’re the only ones to have easy access to tables. It’d be a shame not to make use of this advantage. Here’s a slew of games requiring a little dexterity of the digits that work best when you’re sitting around a table. Some require paper and pencil, a couple need cards, coins or dice (but only when they’re really special). There’s enough here to ensure that your thumbs will never be idle again.


GAMES TO PLAY IN YOUR HEAD

I’ve spent enough time carsick in a back seat, sleepless in a cold bed or dead-bored in a long queue to know the value of a game that can be played with no warning, no equipment and no battery. Whether you’re alone or in a group, sometimes a game is just the salve you need to smooth out the rough times. In this chapter I’ve got guessing games, bluffing games, memory games and storytelling games. There’s noisy and quiet, friendly and mean, simple and complex. Something for everyone, and nothing’s needed but the chaotic zips and zaps inside your brain.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This book was a teamwork sandwich. I spent two years playing with, and learning games from, a planet full of the world’s greatest human beings: friends, pupils, strange relatives, relative strangers. Extra thanks go to those geniuses I’ve not had the chance to meet but whose work inspires me daily: Sid Sackson, Jim Gladstone, Bernie DeKoven and the daddy of them all, Andrew Fluegelman. I’ve credited the inspirations for each game where appropriate. While the world closed down, my tiny network of Amy, Otter and Olive (human, dog, cat respectively, all beautiful yet sporadically stinky) locked me in the shed until I’d finished writing all these words. I couldn’t have done that without my indefatigable mother, Viv Brett, who met me each day online to test each game to breaking point. 

Now the book is back in the world again thanks to the oh-so patient Eve and Ludo at Eve White Literary Agency, Kate Miles, my endlessly enthusiastic editor, Lindsay Davies, whose attention to detail may well be a superpower, Jack Storey for the cover design and all the team at Headline Home.
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Eleanor Rigby  here

Monkey Paw  here

My Horses!  here

Paddy’s Menagerie  here

Raar/Eek  here

Saved/Doomed/Saved/Doomed  here

Sentence Drift  here

We Share a Brain  here

Weird McDonald  here

Whose Toes Are Those?  here

Wise Wise Wise Wise  here

You Laugh: You Lose  here

simple games see easy games

single player see 1 player

6+ players

Assassin  here

Bing Bang Bong  here

Ha!  here

60-minute games see 1-hour games

Snap

Psychic Snap  here

SOS  here

Spell a Letter  here

spelling

Bodywriting  here

Contact  here

Nymphabet  here

Spell a Letter  here

Sprouts  here

Spyfall  here

Stained-Glass Window  here

State Plates  here

Stop Motion  here

storytelling

Fibber  here

Paddy’s Menagerie  here

Tales from a Hat  here

Superhero Slam  here

Sweeten the Deal  here

table games

Coin Rugby  here

Cups  here

Three-Coin Croquet  here

tactical games

Best Guess  here

Block  here

Clickipedia  here

Couch of Power  here

Cups  here

Flank  here

The Game Game  here

Get 1000  here

Hackenbush  here

Join Five  here

Mexican Standoff  here

My Card  here

No  here

Operation: Mind Control  here

Pennywise  here

’Scuse Me  here

Secret Number  here

SOS  here

Superhero Slam  here

Tic-Tac-Ten  here

Tales from a Hat  here

10-minute games

Block  here

Clickipedia  here

Compound Fractures  here

Danger, Men at Work  here

Danish Clapping  here

Diamonds  here

Eleanor Rigby  here

Jukebox  here

Mexican Standoff  here

Pennywise  here

Secret Number  here

SOS  here

Sprouts  here

Weird McDonald  here

10 minutes per drawing

Lock Eyes  here

10 minutes per round

’Scuse Me  here

Three of a Kind  here

10 minutes per story

Tales from a Hat  here

tense games

The Bucket  here

Fizz Buzz  here

Liar Dice  here

Mexican Standoff  here

Name ’Em  here

Three of a Kind  here

30-minute games

Are You Sitting Comfortably?  here

Contact  here

Double It  here

Liar Dice  here

Lieutenant Mallard  here

Mao  here

Monkey Paw  here

Monotone Poem  here

100 Floors  here

Reverse Engineer  here

Saved/Doomed/Saved/Doomed  here

Scissors  here

Stained-Glass Window  here

Sweeten the Deal  here

Towers  here

Whose Toes Are Those?  here

You Laugh: You Lose  here

Three-Coin Croquet  here

3 minutes per round

Flank  here

Get 1000  here

Three of a Kind  here

3+ players

Asleep or Dead?  here

Block  here

Contact  here

Frog on a Log  here

Liar Dice  here

Minister’s Cat  here

My Card  here

Name ’Em  here

Three of a Kind  here

Towers  here

Trackers  here

We Share a Brain  here

Weird McDonald  here

Whose Toes Are Those?  here

Wise Wise Wise Wise  here

Wrap Battle  here

Tic-Tac-Ten  here

toes

Screaming Toes  here

Whose Toes Are Those?  here

Towers  here

Trackers  here

travel games

Lieutenant Mallard  here

My Horses!  here

Scavenger Hunt  here

State Plates  here

trivia

The Bucket  here

Clickipedia  here

The Draft  here

Jukebox  here

Name ’Em  here

POLO  here

Short-Sighted Star-Spotting  here

Three of a Kind  here

20-minute games

Alphacross  here

Asleep or Dead?  here

Bing Bang Bong  here

Bodywriting  here

Break It Down  here

Coin Rugby  here

Cups  here

Ha!  here

Johnny Plays God  here

Join Five  here

Name ’Em  here

Paddy’s Menagerie  here

Pass It On  here

POLO  here

Red Ball  here

Spell a Letter  here

Three-Coin Croquet  here

Wrap Battle  here

20 minutes per round

Nuclear Apocalypse  here

Tic-Tac-Ten  here

Twenty Questions

What’s in my Pocket?  here

2+ hours-long games

Dérive  here

2–3 hours-long games

Stop Motion  here

2 players

Break It Down  here

Coin Rugby  here

Cups  here

Flank  here

The Game Game  here

games to play in your head  here

games to play on your feet  here

games to play with your hands  here

Hackenbush  here

Johnny Plays God  here

Join Five  here

Monkey Paw  here

Nuclear Apocalypse  here

Paddy’s Menagerie  here

Raar/Eek  here

Saved/Doomed/Saved/Doomed  here

’Scuse Me  here

Short-Sighted Star-Spotting  here

SOS  here

Sprouts  here

Sweeten the Deal  here

Tales from a Hat  here

Three-Coin Croquet  here

Tic-Tac-Ten  here

2+ players

Alphacross  here

Are You Sitting Comfortably?  here

Best Guess  here

Bodywriting  here

Compound Fractures  here

Danish Clapping  here

Eleanor Rigby  here

Fibber  here

Flick Racers  here

Get 1000  here

Jukebox  here

Lieutenant Mallard  here

Mao  here

My Horses!  here

Nymphabet  here

Pennywise  here

Psychic Snap  here

Secret Number  here

Sentence Drift  here

Superhero Slam  here

What’s in my Pocket?  here

What’s That Good Dog Probably Called?  here

You Laugh: You Lose  here

‘2048’  here

univocalic writing  here

vocabulary

Alphacross  here

Break It Down  here

Compound Fractures  here

Diamonds  here

Monotone Poem  here

Nymphabet  here

Psychic Snap  here

We Share a Brain  here

Weird McDonald  here

What’s in my Pocket?  here

What’s That Good Dog Probably Called?  here

Whose Toes Are Those?  here

Wink Murder

Assassin  here

Wise Wise Wise Wise  here

Wrap Battle  here

You Laugh: You Lose  here

Zendo  here


If you loved Bored? Games!, why not try The Floor is Lava

[image: Image Missing]

The Floor is Lava is a must for any gathering of friends or family. Packed with 100 games, this is a how-to for turning time together into quality time together.

There are games to start a party, ideas to trigger conversation, story-telling setups and fiendish puzzles, plus physical challenges, activities to soothe a weary brain and plenty more. In short, there is something for everyone.

Here you’ll find games for every occasion:

• beating boredom in the car

• hosting a party

• cooling off in the summer holidays

• sitting around the dinner table

• digesting your Christmas turkey

• being trapped in the house on a rainy day

Now, jump up and get started – the floor is lava!

 

 

Get your copy here
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