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​EQUALITY IS FINE


[image: image]The traveler reached a new state on the go. The state was large and the population was high. So Traveler decided to


stay there for two to three days and stayed in an inn.

At night the mosquitoes harassed him greatly, but he covered himself with a sheet and slept.

The next day he LEM for a city tour. People on the street were strangely watching him. Some people were laughing also.

Then he saw a soldier saw coming towards him. The soldier came near him and said, "You have to give me a fine of a gold coin. "

Saying this, he took out the receipt book from his pocket and gave a receipt for his fine to the passenger. The traveler gave him a gold coin and asked, " Please tell me why have you imposed this fine on me.

The soldier said, " You have worn a half-sleeve kurta, this is its punishment." Look around, all the people have worn clothes covering the entire body. "

The traveler said, "I am a foreigner so I did not know about this prohibition.

The soldier said, " There is no question of half sleeve or full sleeve.

The reason for the punishment is that you left your body uncovered.

The traveler saw that some people had also covered their faces. Traveler again asked the soldier," Do the people here practice the purdah system.


dah system.

The soldier said, " No."

Then why so much bothering for covering the body?


The soldier said, " There are a lot of mosquitoes in our state during this season. You will find innumerable mosquitoes buzzing indoors and out in the evening. Therefore, the king commands that all the people wear clothes covering the whole body, otherwise they will be punished.

Because you are bitten by mosquitoes. Thus, you invite diseases caused by their bites, and endangers the health of oneself and those around you."

The traveler asked, "Does the state not spray mosquito repellent? " The soldier said, "In such a huge state, a lot will be spent on this work.


Which will put a burden on the state exchequer."


The traveler asked, " I don't want to go back to change clothes." If I spend a few hours in these clothes, do I have to be punished again?

The soldier said, " no, If any other soldier stops you, then show this acknowledgment to him. Today there will be no punishment again."


The traveler went ahead by thanking the soldier.


While wandering, the Traveler reached the garden of the city. Four soldiers were playing cards sitting on the soM grass in a part of the garden. Seeing him, they left the game and rushed towards him and said to him, " Give a fine of a gold coin."


The traveler asked, " If I don't give "

They said, " Then you have to stay in prison for a week. " One of them said, " Looks like you don't have gold currency."


There will be copper coins. Give us ten coins and we will let you go."

The traveler showed them the acknowledgment and said, " I was asking for information. I have given the punishment today.


The soldiers allowed him to go.


The traveler reached a temple while walking. there were some beg-gars in torn clothes and some bare upper body sat in a row. When some-one came out in front of them, everyone would

start pleading for alms. Someone would put some coins in their alms bowls.

Then the Traveler saw a strange scene. A soldier arrived. He took some coins from each beggar and went away.

The traveler reached the beggars. He gave some copper coins to everyone. Then he asked, "What did that soldier take from you and why?

One beggar told, " We do not have full clothes and we can- not give full punishment for not covering our body, so we give a little money to that soldier, and in return, soldiers do not trouble us.

The traveler asked, " How much punishment can be imposed on you guys? "

The beggar said, " The amount of punishment is the same for every-one "


The traveler was stunned and saddened to hear this.


He walked back to the inn thinking with a heavy heart, " Will the poor ever get the justice they had established equality between the rich and the poor in punishments. In the remaining areas?

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​2

[image: ]


​Janaki amma

[image: image]Janaki Amma was 90 years old. She had lived a fairly long life but now her old age had rendered her quite weak. Lying in her room, in one corner of the house, she would try to hear the feeble sounds and voices coming from outside and comprehend what might be going on there. If there was any birthday or wed- ding in the neighborhood, then she would wish to go and play some songs with the Dholak. But now even it was difficult to get up from her bed and go to the bathroom without any help. 

The daughter-in-law used to take care of her, but perhaps the pressure of the work made her irritable, and many times she got angry and shouted at Janaki Amma.

The voice of Janaki Amma had also become weak due to the decline of power. One day she shouted to call the daughter-in-law, but there was no reply from there. Janaki descended from the bed and reached the bathroom with the help of the wall. But there she slipped and fell. An empty steel bucket also fell with her. The bucket caused the loud sound, which was heard by the daughter-in-law. She came to the bathroom and seeing her mother-in-law lying supine in the bathroom she lost her temper.

She said to Janaki Amma in a loud voice, "Could you not call me? Do you have any grudge with me? If something happens

then people will say that the daughter-in-law did not care prop- early. "

In the meantime, Janaki Amma helped herself and sat up on the floor of the bathroom. Then the daughter-in-law grabbed her arms and helped her to stand and took her to bed and made her sit on it.

After the daughter-in-law's departure, Janaki Amma thought that she never talked to her mother-in-law in a loud voice. She also served her in her old age.


Then she was lost in her old memories.


Janaki and Suresh got married very early. Suresh then studied in class XII and Janaki passed the eighth class. That was the trend of that time. marriages were done at a young age. Janaki remembered that she had no joy in her marriage. She feared going to some unknown place husband and the thought of separation from the parents was killing her. At the time of departure, she wept to hug each member of her family.

Janaki's color was wheatish but she was beautiful. Suresh was tall, stout, and fair. Within a few days, her fear disappeared and She fell for Suresh. Suresh also took care of her. For further studies, he went to the city. first of Janaki's time spent on household chores and the rest in waiting for Suresh. She used to think that would She ever be able to stay with Suresh. That day also came and she departed from the in-laws and went to the city in a government jeep with Suresh. Suresh became a deputy collector. He got a government
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