


    




        [image: Boulle's Jewels: The business of Life]

        [image: Quercus]

    
        Contents

        INTRODUCTION

        TIMELINE

        WOLF MAN

        LET YOUR CAREER FIND YOU

        WHICH BUSINESS ANIMAL ARE YOU?
[image: ]

        IS YOUR MP SEXY?

        EMPIRE BUILDING

        STAFFING THE EMPIRE

        PRINCIPLES OF ENTERPRISE

        THE HOLY TRINITY OF MONEY MANAGEMENT

        THE BOULLE INDEX

        PAY IT FORWARD

        IQ. DO YOU?

        NETWORKING

        MATCHMAKING: IN BUSINESS AND IN LOVE

        THE DATING GAME

        BOULLE'S WOOING WAYS

        BOULLE'S JEWELS OF ENGAGEMENT
[image: ]

        THINK YOU'VE FOUND 'THE ONE'?

        HEIR AFFAIRS

        THE BRO CODE

        SOCIAL MEDIA

        LIFE'S LITTLE NO-NOS

        PRANKING PRACTICALITIES

        GETTING EVEN

        SW1 SLANG

        SPORT AND SPORTMANSHIP

        SKATEBOARDING
[image: ]

        THE SURFING SEASON

        POLO: THE SPORT OF KINGS

        BOULLE'S PARTY RULES

        WINING AND DINING THE BOULLE WAY

        CREME BOULLEE

        MY ULTIMATE DINNER PARTY GUEST LIST

        PICNIC PROTOCOL

        BOULLE'S ANIMAL KINGDOM

        THE BOULLEIAN LIBRARY

        BOULLE'S FILM CLUB

        FESTIBOULLES

        BOULLE'S BREAKS

        FEARLESS FRANCIS

        BOULLE'S BUCKET LIST
[image: ]

        iBOULLE

        ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

    
    'CREATE LIKE A GOD

    COMMAND LIKE A KING

    WORK LIKE A SLAVE'

    CONSTANTIN BRÂNCUŞI

  
    INTRODUCTION

    [image: Francis Boulle in a tuxedo holding a skateboard]

    Countless books have been written about how to maximise your potential, but they all seem to be by people so far over the hill they’ve practically disappeared from view. With the arrogance of youth, the courage of my convictions and vast experience gleaned from the last twenty-four years, I offer this guide in the hope of inspiring you to create the life you deserve. Be audacious. Be bold. Be me.

    Just kidding. Be you, of course. The best version of you that is ... the newly minted, 24K gold, Boulle’s Jewels version.

    FRANCIS MAXIMILIEN YVAN CHRISTOPHE BOULLE

    
        MY LIFE FROM ROUGH DIAMOND TO POLISHED GEM

        (T MINUS 3 MONTHS)

        The as-yetunborn Baby Boulle conquers Mount Fuji in his mother’s womb.
            This pre-birth feat marks him out as destined for great things.

        8 HOURS OLD

        Perennially late, Francis decides to grace Planet Earth with his
            presence, arriving in his own time on 20 October, three-anda- half weeks late. Living up
            to his pre-birth rep, he does his first press-up on Day 1, lifting his upper torso and
            head to check out the nurses at Queen Charlotte’s Hospital. He proves very popular.
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        1 MONTH OLD

        Packs nappy bag and moves to Paris, taking family with him.
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        6 MONTHS OLD

        Francis Maximilien Yvan Christophe Boulle is christened at
            thirteenth-century church, Église Saint- Etienne, near his Fontainebleau family home
            whilst his twoyear- old cousin, Patrick, repeatedly regales the parishioners with his
            newly acquired word: ‘FUCKER!’

        2 YEARS OLD

        Honing his illusory talents, Francis goes missing in The Hall of
            Mirrors, Palace of Versailles, prompting security lockdown. He emerges from behind
            mirrored panels, exclaiming, ‘Let’s buy this house, Daddy.’

        3 YEARS OLD

        Begins education at l’école maternelle in France, but is sent home on
            the first day for thumping his classmate, Thibaud.

        8 YEARS OLD

        Like his namesake, Francis of Assisi (and Jesus), Francis ‘rescues’ a
            lamb from a flock in the neighbouring field, raises him, tags him and sells him back to
            the same unsuspecting farmer.
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        9 YEARS OLD

        Watches the Back to the Future trilogy more than 100 times and
            begins to heavily contemplate the philosophy of time. Does not get a DeLorean for
            Christmas. Builds a cardboard DeLorean in the barn.

        [image: ]

        10 YEARS OLD

        Inspired to take up polo after seeing his father play at Cowdray Park.
            Begins practising on his first polo ‘pony’, a bike named Ozark.

        11 YEARS OLD

        Family relocates to Florida where Francis begins honing his surfing and
            skateboarding skills. Shreds hard, obviously.

        Interviewed by local news for discovering and joining efforts to rescue
        nine beached pilot whales. Two lived.
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        13 YEARS OLD

        With sun-bleached blond locks, waterboy Francis returns to the UK and
            reapplies his stellar water skills to competitive rowing at his new boarding school.

        16 YEARS OLD

        Saves baby wild hare from becoming roadkill, taking it back to school
            and raising it secretly in the drawer of his dorm-room desk. Charges lower year boys £1
            for ten minutes of ‘Bunny Cuddles’.

        17 YEARS OLD

        Gets caught in flagrante in a dormitory with a girl from the nearby
            girls’ boarding school. Reprimanded by both headmasters and the girl’s parents ... oh,
            and her brother.

        Were allegations accurate, this would also have been the time Francis
            purchased 7,000 crickets, beetles and locusts from a live-bait website, releasing them
            in his school atrium under the cover of darkness. Francis has never confirmed or denied
            the allegations.
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        18 YEARS OLD

        Francis gets through three days of gruelling Oxford interviews and is
            told by the college that he has finished. Six hours and as many G&Ts later, he is
            unexpectedly summoned back for another interview with a different college. Reeking of
            gin, Francis is grilled by a panel of monks and tutors, hiccups and says goodbye to his
            Oxbridge dreams. The University of Edinburgh beckons.

        Reads philosophy at Edinburgh, attends a few lectures and plays even
            more polo. Sets up an international precious-metals brokerage in his dorm-room.
            Discovers his Midas touch.

        22 YEARS OLD

        Returns to London as the media world beckons, providing an ideal
            platform to promote his new business ventures, as well as his sweet skateboarding
            skills.

        24 YEARS OLD

        Publishes first of many international bestselling books.
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    WOLF MAN

    Whilst I generally shy away from direct comparisons between myself and
      greats like Johnny Depp or Winston Churchill, I must concede that we do share a fair bit more
      than just good looks (Depp) and statesmanship (Churchill). It appears we are also blood
      brothers, sharing Native American ancestry on our maternal sides.

    I descend from the Wolf Clan of the Cherokee Nation, Western Band. My great
      grandmother was a full-blood Cherokee Indian. For reals.

    Incidentally, as a professional athlete, she and her championship team were
      also inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame. No visit to her house was complete until she
      had mercilessly schooled you in a game of backyard hoops.
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    'LIFE SHOULD BE DRIVEN BY VALUE TRADES – I LEARNED THAT AGED NINE  WHEN MY MOTHER  FLEECED ME ON A DEAL'

  
    LET YOUR CAREER FIND YOU
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    Don’t be afraid to embrace every employment opportunity until you find the one that’s right for you. It turned out that underwater firefighting wasn’t my life’s work…

  
    WHICH BUSINESS ANIMAL ARE YOU?

    As a consummate strategist, Machiavelli taught us that in war, as in business and life, you must be the lion and the fox simultaneously: combining the intimidation of the lion and the strategy of the fox. Which business animal are you? I’ve seen them all since I became an entrepreneur. For reference (and it’s always useful to have these characteristics in mind when you meet new people), here’s a quick profile of the most common business animals.

    [image: ]

    LION:

    The leader. You can’t have a business without a lion. Lions represent the strength behind the brand and the power behind the organisation. It helps if the CEO also has a formidable mane of Heseltine-like locks. 
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    SNAKE:

    You can admire snakes, but keep your distance and on  no account attempt to do any deals with them. As my Cherokee grandpa says: ‘Don’t be surprised when a  snake turns and bites you in the ass. The snake was always a snake.’
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    FOX:

    Every business needs a thinker, someone who knows the territory and can plot the most profitable course through it. If you’re a lion, get a fox as a business partner. Better still,  be both yourself.
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    MONKEY:

    I don’t really get on with business monkeys: they see business as play, recreation. Business is not for monkeys.
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    LEMMING:

    Basically a bureaucrat. There’s nothing wrong with that, but a lemming instinctively  does things the way they have always been done so it’s not  suited for

    

    
    
  
    Dedicated to my family, past, present and future.
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