
Series of work by the same author:

––––––––

Perilous Times 

In Pursuit of God 

The Holy Spirit 

The Disciple of God 

Deliverance 

Crossroads to Freedom 

The Kingdom of God 

The Prophetic 

Apologetics

Omnibus

End-Time Remnant



  	
	    
	      Also by Riaan Engelbrecht

	    

      
	    
          
	      Apologetics

          
        
          
	          Revelation: God’s Kingdom and the Dragon’s Empire

          
        
          
	          The Witches’ Brew, Devious Gurus & Pied Piper Seducers Part One

          
        
          
	          Bastion of Divine Truth Part One

          
        
          
	          Spiritual Struggles over the Ages

          
        
          
	          Shaking the Church Part Two: The Threshing Floor

          
        
          
	          Faith under Fire: Vanities, Fantasies, Mutiny and Psychedelic Entrapments

          
        
          
	          Overview of God’s Word: The True North of our Faith

          
        
          
	          Let My People Go: Exodus Out Of Religious Entrapment

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Deliverance

          
        
          
	          Setting Captives Free Part One: Dominion and Demons

          
        
          
	          Setting Captives Free Part Two: The Forbidden Snare

          
        
          
	          Spiritual War Part One: The Last Stand of Faith

          
        
          
	          Deliverance: The Realm of the Soul

          
        
          
	          Spiritual War Part Two: Watch and Pray

          
        
          
	          War on the Home Front

          
        
          
	          Setting Captives Free Part Three: Authority and Strategy

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Discipleship

          
        
          
	          The Disciple of God Part One: Spirit and Word

          
        
          
	          Embracing the Kingdom’s Blueprint Part One: Authority, Kingdom and Crowns

          
        
          
	          Embracing the Kingdom’s Blueprint Part Two: Consecration, Morality and Holiness

          
        
          
	          Emmaus Walk with Jesus

          
        
          
	          Evangelism

          
        
          
	          Ministering Disciples of Salt and Light

          
        
          
	          The Trinity and the Baptism: Foundational Stones of the Disciple

          
        
          
	          Authentic House Churches: Restoring the Fallen Altar

          
        
          
	          On Christ’s Mission: Overturning the World Volume One

          
        
          
	          On Christ’s Mission: Overturning the World Volume Two

          
        
          
	          The Disciple of God Part Two: Kings and Priests

          
        
          
	          Refining Discipleship

          
        
          
	          Disciples of Oil

          
        
          
	          Authentic House Churches: The Blueprint

          
        
          
	          Kings and Priests: The Dual Calling of the Disciple

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      End-Time Remnant

          
        
          
	          A Dangerous Church Vol 1: Faith in a Mighty God

          
        
          
	          A Dangerous Church Vol 2: Abiding in the Power of God

          
        
          
	          Living Victorious in Christ

          
        
          
	          Dawn of the End-Time Remnant

          
        
          
	          Set Apart in God's Sacredness

          
        
          
	          The Deep Deep Well

          
        
          
	          Empowered for Supernatural Living

          
        
          
	          God's SWAT Warriors Part One

          
        
          
	          God's SWAT Warriors Part Two

          
        
          
	          Revival and Awakenings Volume One: The End-Time Harvest

          
        
          
	          Jesus Part One

          
        
          
	          Jesus Part Two

          
        
          
	          Revival and Awakenings Volume Two: Refreshing of the Latter Rains

          
        
          
	          Hold the Line: The King is Coming Part One

          
        
          
	          Hold the Line: The King is Coming Part Two

          
        
          
	          Revival and Awakenings Volume Three: House Churches, The Shaking

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      In pursuit of God

          
        
          
	          Choose Life or Death Part One

          
        
          
	          Spiritual Unravelling of Divine Vision

          
        
          
	          The Way of the Lord Part One

          
        
          
	          Abiding in the Fullness of God

          
        
          
	          The Way of the Lord Part Two

          
        
          
	          Fire of God

          
        
          
	          Bastion of Divine Truth Part Two

          
        
          
	          Choose Life or Death Part Two

          
        
          
	          The Heart of God

          
        
          
	          The Mind of God

          
        
          
	          Serving a Mighty God with all Strength

          
        
          
	          Fruits of the Spirit

          
        
          
	          The Presence of God

          
        
          
	          God the Master Builder

          
        
          
	          Building Blocks of Faith: Capstone

          
        
          
	          The Bride & Bridegroom: A Divine Marriage

          
        
          
	          Pursue Moral Goodness, Shun Evil

          
        
          
	          Free in Christ

          
        
          
	          The Will of God

          
        
          
	          Unlocking God’s Wisdom

          
        
          
	          God's Voice

          
        
          
	          God the Father

          
        
          
	          Moses Volume 1: Radical, Relentless and Tough

          
        
          
	          Moses Volume 2: Strengthened in the Presence of El Gibbor

          
        
          
	          Jonah: Tale of Redemption

          
        
          
	          Awesome God

          
        
          
	          Radical Faith

          
        
          
	          Radical Prayer

          
        
          
	          Radical Worship

          
        
          
	          Be Born Again

          
        
          
	          The Burning Bush: Forging Purpose, Identity, and Divine Relationship

          
        
          
	          Storytellers of the Ancient Path:  Timeless Lessons from the Voices of the Bible

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Kingdom of God

          
        
          
	          Crossroads to Freedom: The Journey Begins

          
        
          
	          Crossroads to Freedom Vol 2: Armoured

          
        
          
	          Crossroads to Freedom Vol 3: Construction Site

          
        
          
	          Flame in the Woods Volume One: Glorious Delight in His Presence

          
        
          
	          God of Law and Order

          
        
          
	          Radical Truth

          
        
          
	          Walk the Ancient Path Volume 2: The Kingdom of God

          
        
          
	          Flame in the Woods Volume Two: Deeper Yearning for His Embrace

          
        
          
	          The Ten Commandments

          
        
          
	          Coming Home to the Saviour

          
        
          
	          Radical Hunger for God

          
        
          
	          The Covenant

          
        
          
	          Walk the Ancient Path Volume 1: Abide, Revived & Aligned

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Omnibus

          
        
          
	          Burn in Us Lord

          
        
          
	          On Course with God

          
        
          
	          Abiding in God and His Divine Plan

          
        
          
	          Disciples of Oil, Light and Salt

          
        
          
	          Embraced by a Loving God: Path of Redemption

          
        
          
	          Divine Journey of Salvation, Faith and Hope

          
        
          
	          Fortified: God’s Wisdom and Voice

          
        
          
	          On Fire in the Power of the Holy Spirit

          
        
          
	          Tangible Faith in an Awesome God

          
        
          
	          In Sync with God’s Mind and Heart

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Perilous Times

          
        
          
	          Overcoming Great Deception

          
        
          
	          Pitfalls and Dangers Part One: Deceptions and Entanglements

          
        
          
	          Darkness Descends Part One: Sinister Awakening

          
        
          
	          Destructive Isms of our Age

          
        
          
	          The Witches’ Brew, Devious Gurus & Pied Piper Seducers Part Two

          
        
          
	          Guarding the Gates Part One: Hell Shall Not Prevail

          
        
          
	          Restoring the Altar in Times of Apostasy

          
        
          
	          Pitfalls and Dangers Part One: Spiritual Blindness and Idols

          
        
          
	          Fire on the Mountain: Addressing Idolatry

          
        
          
	          Darkness Descends Part Two: Evil Flourishes

          
        
          
	          The Serpent’s Chaos Part One: Ancient ‘gods’ and Beasts

          
        
          
	          The Serpent’s Chaos Part Two: Hidden in Adullam

          
        
          
	          Guarding the Gates Part Two: Nehemiah’s Nine Gates

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Holy Spirit

          
        
          
	          The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit

          
        
          
	          A Return to the Upper Room

          
        
          
	          Ablaze with the 7 Flames of the Spirit

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Prophetic

          
        
          
	          Lessons of the Prophets Part One

          
        
          
	          Lessons of the Prophets Part Two

          
        
          
	          Prophetic Unveiling: God’s Move of Glory, Deliverance, Refinement

          
        
          
	          Thriving in Intense, Stormy and Dark Times: Prophetic Expressions

          
        
          
	          The Prophetic Realm Part One: Real and Counterfeit

          
        
          
	          The Prophetic Realm Part Two: Activation and the Spark

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Vine

          
        
          
	          Prevailing Over the Bulls of Bashan Part One

          
        
          
	          Prevailing Over the Bulls of Bashan Part Two

          
        
          
	          The Blood of the Lamb

          
        
          
	          Be not Moved Part One: Abide

          
        
          
	          Be not Moved Part Three: Presence

          
        
          
	          Be Not Moved Part Two: Glory

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Radical Christianity

          
        
          
	          An Eternal Kingdom of Order and Truth, not Lawlessness

          
        
          
	          Divine Vision and the Bearing of Good Fruit

          
        
          
	          Empowered for a Supernatural and Victorious Life

          
        
          
	          Glorious Resurrected Power of God

          
        
          
	          Radical disciples of Might and Faith

          
        
          
	          Saturated in God’s Love, Beauty and Freedom

          
        
          
	          Set Apart for Moral Goodness

          
        
          
	          Dark Storms of Apostasy

          
        
          
	          Victory at all Cost: No Surrender, No Compromise

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Riaan Engelbrecht’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


Table of Contents

Title Page

Also By Riaan Engelbrecht

Way of the Lord Part Two (In pursuit of God)

Walking in the image of the Lord

Walking in the Light

Paying attention to the Lord

Keeping to Lord’s way and forsaking wickedness

Maturity – walking with a backbone

Hinder not the work of the Lord

Laws of internal guidance

A closer study of the Law

A disciple obeys the commandments of God

The better way of Jesus

God upholds heaven’s constitution and laws

Abiding in God’s order

Church governance out of order

A Church of equipping and of soul winning

What is broken with the discipleship blueprint?

Restoring God’s tabernacle in the last days

Order and blessing

Remember the Lord at all times

God’s way, God’s will and God’s path: A lesson from Israel’s history

Sign up for Riaan Engelbrecht's Mailing List

About the Author

The Way of the Lord Part Two

This is a distributed edition from Avishua Ministries

The author’s intellectual property rights are protected by international Copyright law. You are licensed to use this digital copy strictly for your personal enjoyment only: it must not be redistributed or offered for sale in any form.

Scriptures quotes from the New Kings James Bible, Amplified, and the New International Version.

For more free study material visit http://avishuaministries.wixsite.com/avishua

Table of Contents

Walking in the image of the Lord    
Walking in the Light    

Paying attention to the Lord   

Keeping to Lord’s way and forsaking wickedness     

Maturity – walking with a backbone

Hinder not the work of the Lord   

Laws of internal guidance  

A closer study of the Law    

Laws of Jesus enveloping spiritually the Laws of Moses 

A disciple obeys the commandments of God      

Better way of Jesus  

God upholds heaven’s constitution and laws  

Abiding in God’s order   

Church governance out of order   

A Church of equipping and of soul winning  

What is broken with the discipleship blueprint?  

Restoring God’s tabernacle in the last days  

Order and blessing    

Remember the Lord at all times   

God’s way, God’s will and God’s path: A lesson from Israel’s history             

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Walking in the image of the Lord
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LORD, MAKE ME AN INSTRUMENT of your peace; 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, your pardon Lord; 

And where there's doubt, true faith in you; 

O Master, 

Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 

To be understood, as to understand; 

To be loved, as to love; 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

And it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life. 

This beautiful and famous prayer was penned by the 13th-century Saint Francis of Assisi. Francis was a Catholic deacon and the founder of the Order of Friars Minor, more commonly known as the Franciscans. He was a man devoted to the Lord, and he was well known for spreading the gospel of kindness and love. People called him the little poor man of Assisi, for he desired nothing but to be a blessing to others and, in doing so, glorify the Lord. For his simple and noble actions, he lives forever in the hearts of many. 

Francis was humble. He loved God's creatures. He loved birds and beasts. He loved the depressed and the outcasts. He treated the birds, the beasts and all beings as brothers and sisters.

Francis was not unique in his actions – he was merely mirroring the actions of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. St Francis was a living example of what it means to walk in the image of the Lord for he was a blessing to those around him. He sought to bring joy, love, and peace and hope where he went. He sought to be that light of the world and for that, he found inner joy and peace.

Sri Swami Chidananda, a spiritual leader of India said the following of this prayer: "The simple prayer of St Francis of Assisi provides for us a mould in which to cast our own life's conduct and character. It provides a blueprint upon which to pattern our living in our thoughts, speech and actions within our day-to-day relationships with our fellow beings and with all life around us. Therefore, the prayer of St Francis is a precious document for us, an indispensable, invaluable frame of reference by which to judge our own lives, and referring to which we can do the necessary to bring about the needed alterations and modifications for the upliftment and purification of our own daily life."

Indeed, our behaviour, character and deeds should be moulded on the conduct and character of Jesus. This is what St Francis strived for – and for us, it is not impossible. It is merely a question of whether we seek to be a blessing to others or if we are solely living for ourselves. 

Jesus showed us the way to a true and noble character in His Sermon on the Mount when He spoke regarding the beatitudes:  

Matthew 5 (New International Version): 3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

And just so, Paul also touched on what it means to walk in the image of Jesus in his epistle to the church of Colossians (chapter 3): 1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.  12Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Let us then strive on this day and throughout our lives to be a blessing and to show love, peace, joy and hope. Let us be a comfort, a light, a beacon of faith and let us forgive and pardon to bring unity and good cheer. 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Walking in the Light
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IN JOHN 8:12, THE LORD declares the following: “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” Of the Lord, David wrote the following in “Psalm 27: The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”

So our Lord is the light that will never dim. That light will continue to shine. It says of the New City in “Revelation 21: 22 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it.”

So the Light of the Lord is a light that will never fade or be extinguished. In the beginning, was the Light, and the Light continues to shine to lead us home. It will shine forever. It is the light of truth, of justice, of beauty, or morality and of life. For our Lord is the Way, Truth and Life, but He is also the Light.  We also read in “1 John 1: 5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.”

In God, there is no darkness. There is nothing corrupt, wicked, and there is nothing that pollutes. He is pure and holy. He is the Light of our Salvation, the Light of Hope and the Light of our Redemption. 

Let us be reminded of “John 15: 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.” Therefore, if we are called to abide in the Lord, we then shall abide in the Light. And once we abide in the Light, then the Light of the Lord shall shine. This is the premise of “Matthew 5: 14 You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

So we must abide in the Lord for the eternal light of goodness and holiness to shine, for the light does not come from us. God is the Light. In the context of Psalm 27, He is Adonai Ori, the Light. Yet for that Light to be visible in us and through us, we need to abide, meaning we must obey, submit and follow our Lord. In Him there is no darkness, so we must abide in such a manner that we completely yield and follow. All that we do must be to the glory of God, and we must walk in such a manner that is pure and holy, therefore not corrupt.

We read in Luke 16 where the Lord is saying: “8 For the sons of this world are more shrewd in their generation than the sons of light”. Indeed, we live in a time where we are either sons (or daughters) of light, or sons of the world. For the sons of light seek to walk the path of the Kingdom, thus the Way of the Lord, thus the path of purity and truth. There is no middle path. Either we live for the world, therefore walk in darkness and we embrace the carnality and the depravity, or we live as sons/daughters of the Light. There is no third option. And if we choose to be children of light, then we must walk in such a manner that there is no darkness in us to pollute the Light, for in God there is no darkness.

Also take note of the following in “John 12: 35 Then Jesus said to them, “A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” So yes, we need to walk in the light and not in darkness. We should have no association with darkness and no fellowship with the corruption and decadence of this world, for in God there is no darkness.”

And so Paul writes in “Ephesians 5: 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things that are [d]exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says: ‘Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light’.” 

Let us return to 1 John 1, which speaks about fellowship with Him and One Another: “5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”

Take note of verse 6. The Scripture thus says clearly if we walk in the light but also walk in the darkness, then there can be no truth within us. Remember, those who are lukewarm shall be spat out (Revelation 3:16). And this is serious, as Jesus is the Truth and the Truth sets us free. Thus, we must follow and abide in the Lord. We need to choose – the light or the darkness. We need to choose Truth or deception.  And if choose the light, then we must abide in the light completely, so that we walk in the light and thus in Truth.

Of the Lord it is written in “John 1 New King James Version: 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”

As He is the Word, take into consideration “Psalm 119: 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” The Word of God must lead us on the right path, so that we may walk in the Light and bring glory to God. Isaiah the prophet wrote in “Isaiah 2: O house of Jacob, come and let us walk In the light of the Lord.” So we must remain and abide in the Lord – completely, utterly and fully – so that we may walk in the light and hold true to the light. For then we shall walk by the Light and manifest Adonai Ori’s glory in all that we say and do. 

And more than ever it is important to hold fast and hold true to abiding in the Lord. The post-modern world is not an easy place to dwell in. We are subjected to tremendous physiological pressures, yes, even we as Christians, as we face the extreme challenges of the day, and we meet the Goliaths of our life on the fields of this broken and harsh world. It is so easy as a Christian to be pulled along by the currents of negativity, pessimism and scepticism as we look at this world, seemingly so shrouded and veiled in darkness, and we then become overwhelmed by a sense of hopelessness internally in our soul and spirit and also on an external level. 

Daily we hear of wars and rumours of wars as nation rises against nations and kingdoms against kingdoms. For we see famines and earthquakes in various places (Mathew 24:5-7). Indeed, we see murder, death and corruption. And as the Apostle Paul wrote in the Book of “2 Timothy 3: “1 There will be terrible times in the last days. 2People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.”

Jesus said to His disciples when He spoke about the end times that they should not be alarmed for such things must happen. It should not surprise us that we are living in such times, for Jesus said in John 12:31 that the devil is still the prince of this world, but we have also received the promise that this “prince” shall be driven out. In the same breath, Jesus said that when He is lifted up from the earth, then He will draw all men to Himself. What an eternal and beautiful promise to hold onto!

And so, in the midst of such temporary darkness on earth, the Lord calls for us to let our light shine, for us to stand tall and true as His followers, to proclaim the Good News that He is the Eternal Light and Eternal Hope.  For the Lord expects us to shine our light in hope, faith and love simply because He IS Love, He IS Glory and He IS the eternal hope for all we call upon Him. 

Praise the Lord for He is the glorious light and in Him, there is no darkness.  For this reason, we shall and must rejoice, for our hope is secure in Him, our future is bright and true, our course is set on a solid path, and after a while, this world will fade away to be replaced by the Kingdom of Light. Because of this eternal hope and promise, we must let our light shine and be of good faith, leading people out of darkness into His splendour and everlasting love. 

For we know the Truth that in Jesus we are citizens of heaven, so let us shine our light and show this world that true hope and love rest not with the powers and riches of this world, but with God and He alone. 
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Paying attention to the Lord
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HEBREWS 2: WARNING to Pay Attention:  1We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. 2 For since the message spoken through angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. 4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.

We need to pay attention to what the Lord is doing ... we need to pay attention to what He is saying in and out of season, and we need to pay attention to His every movement. After all, the true disciples of the Lord know how the Master speaks and moves.

When the disciples followed Jesus, they paid attention and followed, always keenly aware of where He went and what He did. They paid attention to how He was doing things, what He was saying and teaching, and they then obeyed and followed.

It is a strange thought, concerning paying attention, but if we are not paying attention, then it means we are distracted and even at times deceived. It means our thoughts are not on God and we are not completely and utterly living in the Spirit all the time.

We need to pay attention to what He is doing – all the time.

We need to pay attention to the Scriptures.

We need to pay attention to our lives. For it says in Matthew 7:3: “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?

We need to become aware of those around us, and we need to become discerning and mindful.

To pay attention implies being aware, all the time, of the Lord’s will. It implies taking heed of His movement, His voice and what He is doing.

Paying attention speaks of being mindful and of being aware.

Paying attention speaks of being in His will and acting according to His will.

Throughout the Old Testament, the Israelites were reprimanded for not paying attention, therefore not being mindful of God and His ways and His will.

Jeremiah 7 says, “23 but I gave them this command: Obey me, and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in obedience to all I command you that it may go well with you. 24 But they did not listen or pay attention; instead, they followed the stubborn inclinations of their evil hearts. They went backward and not forward. 25 From the time your ancestors left Egypt until now, day after day, again and again I sent you my servants the prophets.”

Jeremiah 44 says, “4 Again and again I sent my servants the prophets, who said, ‘Do not do this detestable thing that I hate!’ 5 But they did not listen or pay attention; they did not turn from their wickedness or stop burning incense to other gods. 6 Therefore, my fierce anger was poured out; it raged against the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem and made them the desolate ruins they are today.”

Zechariah 1 declares, “4 Do not be like your ancestors, to whom the earlier prophets proclaimed: This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Turn from your evil ways and your evil practices.’ But they would not listen or pay attention to me, declares the LORD.”

“Zechariah 7: 4 Then the word of the LORD Almighty came to me: 5 “Ask all the people of the land and the priests, ‘When you fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh months for the past seventy years, was it really for me that you fasted? 6 And when you were eating and drinking, were you not just feasting for yourselves? 7 Are these not the words the LORD proclaimed through the earlier prophets when Jerusalem and its surrounding towns were at rest and prosperous, and the Negev and the western foothills were settled?’”  8 And the word of the LORD came again to Zechariah: 9 “This is what the LORD Almighty said: ‘Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another. 10 Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor. Do not plot evil against each other.’  11 “But they refused to pay attention; stubbornly they turned their backs and covered their ears. 12 They made their hearts as hard as flint and would not listen to the law or to the words that the LORD Almighty had sent by his Spirit through the earlier prophets. So the LORD Almighty was very angry.”

The Israelites were reprimanded for not paying attention. They were not mindful of the Lord’s ways or His will or His commandments. The Israelites did not listen and continued in their ways of committing idolatry and spiritual adultery.

When the Lord spoke about paying attention, it is clear that we are not making enough effort or making enough time to know what the Holy Spirit is doing, to know God’s truth, to know what He is doing in our lives, to know what He is doing in the lives of those around us, to know what He is doing in the Church and what He is doing globally in countries and nations.

We can know by paying attention - paying attention to what the Holy Spirit is saying and doing, by paying closer attention to God’s Word and by paying closer attention to the prophetic being uttered. 

We see the importance of the prophetic in the following Scripture of “2 Peter 1: New International Version (NIV): 15 And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to remember these things. 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things.”

The true prophecy of the Lord, therefore, the utterance of the Spirit, reveals the truth, will and heart of God. It reveals, guides, and leads us on the right path of following Him. Ultimately, all and everything for us comes down to staying in His will and acting accordingly; thus, we need the prophetic, as in the days of old, to act like a shining light to show the way. The word of God is the shining light unto our path and the lamp unto our feet – this word is the Logos of Scripture and the Rhema of the spiritual utterances as prophetic by the Holy Spirit. If we adhere to the Word of God spoken as Logos and Rhema, we shall surely not get lost and we will remain focused, alert and mindful.

Ultimately, the closer we walk with God and the more time we spend in His Presence, we begin to pay closer attention.

It says in Ezekiel 40 when the Lord was showing Ezekiel a vision: “NIV 3 He took me there, and I saw a man whose appearance was like bronze; he was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring rod in his hand. 4 The man said to me, “Son of man, look carefully and listen closely and pay attention to everything I am going to show you, for that is why you have been brought here. Tell the people of Israel everything you see.” 

We need to listen, to take heed, to obey and to follow whatever the Lord shows us. We need to be mindful, we need to be aware, and we need to act upon what He is doing.

It says in 2 Peter 2 about the godless: “13 They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast with you. 14 With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are experts in greed—an accursed brood! 15 They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Bezer, who loved the wages of wickedness.”

Indeed, how easily it is us for us to leave the straight path and wander off, for this happens when we are not paying attention. This is why Psalm 23 is so important when it says: “1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.  2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths   for his name’s sake.”

We must pay attention by following our true Shepherd, who leads us down the right path, and not the path that the wicked follows. He is after all the Master – and we as His followers need to pay attention, for the sake of His Kingdom, for the sake of the lost, and for the sake of our own lives.

You see, the disciples were with Jesus all the time, and they paid attention to what He was doing. They weren’t wandering off or doing their own thing – no, they were learning, they were watching, they were paying attention, and so grew spiritually.

Solomon writes in “Proverbs 22: 17 Pay attention and turn your ear to the sayings of the wise; apply your heart to what I teach, 18 for it is pleasing when you keep them in your heart and have all of them ready on your lips.” 

We need to pay attention also to those, as Solomon wrote, who walk with God for they know the way and the heart of God. We need to pay attention to the move of God, always, and we need to keep our eyes on the Lord.

When it comes to paying attention, there is no greater illustration of such a ‘duty’ than one of a watchman. A watchman needs to pay attention all the time and take heed. It says in "Ezekiel 33:  1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, speak to your people and say to them: ‘When I bring the sword against a land, and the people of the land choose one of their men and make him their watchman, 3 and he sees the sword coming against the land and blows the trumpet to warn the people, 4 then if anyone hears the trumpet but does not heed the warning and the sword comes and takes their life, their blood will be on their own head. 5 Since they heard the sound of the trumpet but did not heed the warning, their blood will be on their own head. If they had heeded the warning, they would have saved themselves. 6 But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet to warn the people and the sword comes and takes someone’s life, that person’s life will be taken because of their sin, but I will hold the watchman accountable for their blood.’"

A watchman's duty is to pay attention, to be aware and to be mindful of what is going on. We are all in some way or another called to be watchmen, for the truth should matter to us and upholding God’s way and will should be evident in our walk. Yet it is very clear from Ezekiel 33 that not paying attention has consequences.

We become like watchmen who fall asleep when we fail to pay attention.

We become like watchmen who let all kinds of dangers get into the proverbial gate of the church if we are not alert.

Any diligent watchman stands watch by his Master’s command and instruction, and according to those commandments and instructions, he is supposed to remain alert and pay attention. So we are also in the Church, for we follow the Lord’s instructions and commandments, and we have to pay attention to them and keep watch lest we are found guilty of not paying attention.

Let us then diligently strive to keep watch, to be mindful and to be aware, and therefore pay attention to the Lord and His Kingdom.
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Keeping to Lord’s way and forsaking wickedness
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ISAIAH 55: 6 SEEK THE Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the Lord.  9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

To forsake implies a process of abandoning and deserting. It implies an active and functional activity whereby one chooses voluntarily and with intent to walk the path of righteousness and not the path of evil inclination.

Throughout life, we are faced with many options, and such a course of action implies an active movement towards embracing our decisions.

And just so, the prophet Isaiah’s words also speak of an active and purposeful intent to seek good and evil. We are called to seek and to call, which indicates a decision that we have to make, and no one else can make it for us. We are called to forsake, and we are called to turn away and to abandon all that is wicked, evil and not right.

This was the plea of Isaiah to a nation that had fallen into idolatry and wickedness. And yet Israel in the end chose not the right path and suffered at the hands of the Assyrians and the Babylonians. Shall we make the same mistakes?

The Lord has not made us be automatic machines but people with a soul and with free will and He has given us the intellectual faculty to think logically and to rationalize. He has also given us the operating faculty of our consciousness so that we can be conscious of what is right and wrong.

After the ascension of the Lord Jesus, God the Father also sent us the Holy Spirit to lead us in all truth, in righteousness and to take us away what is evil and harmful.

And so, regarding our free will, and with the Holy Spirit being freely available, and with all mankind having access to the Lord in heaven, and with His Word in mass print, a time comes that one has to make a direct and focused choice concerning one’s behaviour and attitude.

For in Revelation we read specifically how the Lord desires not for believers to be lukewarm but to be either ablaze for Him or to be cold, therefore distant from His truths. 

To be either hot or cold implies an action of choice and a deliberate spiritual course of action to either serve Him or to serve the prince of this world, who is Satan.

Even Bob Dylan, the famous folk singer, sang a song where he said that every man in his life will serve a master, and such a master is either the Lord or the devil. Now if Dylan had the insight to understand that we have to make a choice, so we, who have the Word of God freely available, can no longer, stay lukewarm. For the Lord Himself said we cannot serve two masters (Luke 16:13).

And this choice entails either seeking the Lord, calling upon Him and keeping to His ways or it entails walking in the counsel of the wicked. One day we cannot shift the blame and stand before the Lord with all kinds of excuses – we need to choose what course of action we shall take.

Indeed, there is a path to abandon the ways of wickedness, and thus follow the Lord, or there is the path of abandoning the Lord and following wickedness. 

And so easily we can try to walk both paths, but this simply does not work with the Lord. We must either glorify Him in all things (Colossians 3), whereby our deeds and words and actions speak loudly and boldly of His love, or we must abandon such hopes and continue along the route of darkness.

The Lord is full of grace and mercy, and so He forgives us every day and He grants us the opportunity of entering heaven. But then our hearts must speak of a righteous attitude, and our spiritual condition must testify to true repentance and a hunger to be more like Him and walk in His image. 

And so we are called to actively and with intent seek His ways, for He is God and we are man. It says in Colossians 3: 1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 

To set your minds on things above is also an active and clear call that we need to channel our thoughts and actions so that they will glorify the Lord and not call forth wickedness. If we think of the things of God, ergo His Kingdom and what is important to Him, then the condition of our soul will be filled with greater light and life. 

Romans 12 says, “2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

Let us then seek the Lord and His ways. Let us then with determination, with intent and purpose in this day and hour turn away from wickedness. May God’s love shine forth, may His light be evident within us, may our tongues be filled with praise and goodness, and let the world know beyond a shadow of a doubt that we are Christians.

Let us then make that decision, and let us make a choice. Let us do so while the Lord is to be found and while we have a chance to bring Him glory.
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Maturity – walking with a backbone
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LIFE OF PAUL – ACTS 20: 18 And when they had come to him, he said to them: “You know, from the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, 19 serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which happened to me by the plotting of the Jews; 20 how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house, 21 testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. 24 But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25 “And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face no more. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God[c] which He purchased with His own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.

It is time for the Bride of God to get a backbone, meaning it is time we walk as warriors of God instead of remaining as children who always complain, murmur, and throw tantrums.

God cannot go to war with spiritual children. He cannot fight a battle with men and women who are more concerned about their own needs, who are wallowing in self-pity and who allow the world and the devil to bully them around.

There has to be a time where we grow up from being children to becoming men and women in the Kingdom of God! As Paul writes in Ephesians 4, we need to grow into ‘manhood’ and into the stature of the fullness of the Christ and the completeness found in Him.

It is time we realise that God needs spiritual warriors whom He can take to the battlefield, instead of children pretending to be warriors.

We cannot wear the armour of God if we are still in our nappies!

But this is what is happening today – the children of God are not growing up into ‘manhood’, and into the fullness and stature of God.

1 Corinthians 13: 11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.

But we remain like spoiled children, always moaning, wanting, but never standing up for the Kingdom. Instead of standing in authority and fighting the good fight of faith, we wallow in our misery, blaming God, blaming others and blaming the world.

We are called to be conquerors and overcomers!

We are called to pick up the cross and deny ourselves. What does this mean than getting to a point where we realise it is not about us but about the Kingdom and the lost and the needy!

How sad that so often we remain spiritual childish – throwing tantrums, grumbling and moaning when we do not get out the way.

We need to grow up spiritually!

We need to grow a backbone!

The children of God are hardly standing in authority anymore. We allow the world and the devil to push us around. We allow ourselves to wallow in self-pity, and we have become cry-babies instead of warriors of God!

David has his mighty men who did everything and anything for their king and so the Lord our King is




































d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
RIAAN ENGELBRE






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





