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Preface

 Micah 6:1-8 exposes a people who had
lost their heart for God. Despite all that God had done for them,
His ways had become wearisome. They no longer understood God or His
heart for them. Speaking through His servant Micah, the Lord
instructs His people in His purpose for their lives.

Here in this
passage, Micah reveals the false notions his people had about God
and His requirements. God’s people spoke of burnt offerings, rivers
of oil and firstborn sacrifices. God pointed them to justice,
kindness, and humility. Israel focused on religious duty and
painful obligations, but God showed them the way of compassion and
willing surrender.

What does God
require of us? Ultimately, He demands nothing of us that He is not
first willing to offer abundantly to us in His Son Jesus Christ
–justice, kindness and true humility. How easy it is for us to make
our faith about all the things we do for God. Micah, however,
challenges us to do for others what God has already done for
us.

The faith Micah
presented to his people was a faith that impacted others. It was a
faith that demonstrated in word and deeds the justice, kindness and
compassion of God to a world in need. May the Lord renew Micah’s
message in our day through this simple study.






God bless,

F. Wayne Mac
Leod







Chapter 1 - An
Indictment Against God’s People

 The setting is a court. Standing before
us is the Creator of the heavens and the earth. He is the One
against whom a serious offence has been committed. As the court
session begins, the accusation is declared:

(3) “O my
people, what have I done to you? How have I wearied you? Answer me!
– Micah 6:3 ESV

Notice the
words, “O my people.” These words reveal the identity of the other
party in this case. The case is between God and His people.

The remaining
words of verse 3 declare the reason for the trial. In His opening
sentence, God asks two questions:

1)What have I
done to you?

2)How have I
wearied you?

These questions
are directed to the people of God. They had turned their back on
Him and found His demands to be a burden. They lusted after other
gods and spurned His Law. Like a husband and wife, however, they
had been joined by a legally binding covenant promise. That
covenant stated that God would be their God, and they would be His
people. This oath of faithfulness bound them to each other.

As the
allegation is declared, we meet the jury. This jury consists of the
mountains, hills and the foundations of the earth. They are called
to hear the charge of God against His people:

(1) Hear what
the LORD says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let
the hills hear your voice. (2) Hear, you mountains, the indictment
of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the
LORD has an indictment against his people, and he will contend with
Israel. – Micah 6:1-2 ESV

The mountains,
hills, and earth’s foundation existed from the beginning of
creation and witnessed history’s unfolding. They saw the work of
God from the start. They could testify to His character, power and
efforts. They understood the big picture. Who could question the
ancient wisdom of the mountains and hills?

As the case
continues, God reminded His people of what He had done for them. He
begins by recalling how He had rescued them from the cruel slavery
of Egypt:

(4) For I
brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the
house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. –
Micah 6:4 ESV

As they
travelled through the wilderness toward the Promised Land, Israel
encountered the opposition of King Balak of Moab, who wanted to
curse them. Balak hired a false prophet by the name of Balaam to
bring this curse upon the people of God.

(5) O my
people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam
the son of Beor answered him – Micah 6:5a ESV

God met with
the prophet Balaam, however, and kept him from cursing His people.
He protected His people lest their enemy harm them. This was only
one of many incidents that illustrated God’s care and protection in
the wilderness.

Finally, God
pointed his children to the events that took place from Shittim to
Gilgal.

and what
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous
acts of the LORD.” - Micah 6:5b ESV

Israel was
living in the region of Shittim at the time of Balaam. After
averting the curse of Balak, it was here that they fell into the
sin of immorality and idolatry (Numbers 25:1). From this city,
Joshua sent the first spies into the Promised Land (Joshua
2:1).

According to
Joshua 4:19, Gilgal was the first camp of Israel in the Promised
Land. In Gilgal, Joshua circumcised all the men who had travelled
through the wilderness (Joshua 5:8-9). The first Passover
celebration in the Promised Land took place in Gilgal, and it was
at Gilgal, the Lord’s daily provision of manna stopped (Joshua
4:10-12). This city would be Israel’s base as they conquered the
Canaanite nations and settled into the land (Joshua 10:7-8). By
pointing His people to what took place from Shittim to Gilgal, the
Lord reminded His people of how He protected them from the days of
Baalam until they took possession of the Promised Land.

The Lord
presented His evidence. He revealed how He cared for and delivered
His people from their cruel bondage in Egypt. As they wandered in
the wilderness, He protected them, gave them overwhelming victory,
and settled them into their land. Admittedly, life was not all ease
and comfort for Israel, but God had always been faithful.

The temptation
of Israel was to look at the struggle of the moment. She saw the
enemy and felt God had abandoned her. She ate manna for the seventh
time in the week and felt rejected because God did not give her
more variety in her diet. Instead of seeing the provision and
protection of God, she grumbled and complained. Looking back over
time, however, Israel would see the hand of God giving victory over
every enemy attack. She would also marvel at the love of a God who,
faithfully without fault, provided manna every day for forty years
to sustain them.

While God’s
ways were different from her ways, He had always been faithful to
Israel. He has a purpose for what He does. His objective is not
just to make us comfortable but to train us in godliness and draw
us closer to Himself. This training requires that we be stretched
at times. While God may not always make our life comfortable, He
will certainly make us better people through the experiences He
sends our way.

Before
concluding, let me take a moment to examine the question, “How have
I wearied you?” This question demonstrates the attitude of Israel
toward God at the time. She was weary of God and His ways. There
was no delight in her heart for God. The thrill of knowing the King
of kings had waned. The enjoyment of fellowship with her Creator
had faded. Other things had captured her attention and drawn her
away. The question, “how have I wearied you?” is one God could
easily be asking us today. Have there not been times in our lives
when we have lost the sense of joy in the Lord. This was the case
for David after his sin with Bathsheba. Listen to his prayer in
Psalm 51:12:

(12) Restore
to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing
spirit. - Psalms 51:12 ESV

The psalmist’s
heart was grieved when the joy of his salvation seemed to dwindle
after his sin. He cried out to God for its restoration. He
understood that this lack of joy was not a healthy experience.
Those who know the salvation of God were to experience “pleasures
forevermore.”

(11) You make
known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of
joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. - Psalms 16:11
ESV

It is for this
reason that the psalmist cried out in Psalm 85:

(6) Will you
not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you? - Psalms
85:6 ESV

The psalmist
understood how easy it is for the human heart to be distracted from
the beauty and delight of God. He cried out for a revival of
rejoicing in the Lord. Has God become wearisome to you? How we need
to experience this revival in our hearts. Israel had fallen into
this weariness. Her eyes had been blinded to the beauty of her God.
Her heart had become so hard with sin that she no longer
experienced joy in her Creator and Saviour.

How striking it
is that God would take up this case against His people. It grieved
God’s heart deeply, however, that His people were not rejoicing in
Him. Do you realize that it is the heart of God that we delight in
Him? Do you know that it is His purpose that we experience great
joy in Him and His work in us? Could it be that the charge God
brings against Israel could easily have been brought against us
today? How much He has done for us, and how deeply He cares. May
our hearts once again leap for joy in knowing and experiencing
Him.






For Prayer:

Father, as we
consider these verses in Micah 6, we understand that You called
Your people to account for their lack of delight and confidence in
You. We recognize that Your ways are not the same as our ways. We
confess that we do not always understand Your purpose. Teach us,
however, to trust what You are doing. Restore to us the joy of our
salvation. Forgive us for allowing lesser things to distract us
from Your beauty. Reveal Yourself to us in such a way that it
removes all temptation to question Your ways. Give us a heart that
once again longs for You and Your presence.







Chapter 2 - With
What Shall I Come Before the Lord?

 6 “With what shall I come before the
LORD, and bow myself before God on high? - Mi 6:6a, ESV

Micah 6:1-5
details the case between God and His people. In these verses, God
demonstrated that He had faithfully cared for His people from their
bondage in Egypt until they arrived in the Promised Land. He proved
beyond a shadow of a doubt that He had been faithful to His
covenantal agreement with His people. Israel was left without
defence and found guilty of abandoning her legally binding covenant
with God.

This guilty
verdict humbled the children of Israel, and they were forced to
reconsider their obligation to their Creator. As we come to verse
6, God’s people ask an important question:

6 “With what
shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? –
Micah 6:6a ESV

There are
several details we need to see in this section of verse 6.

Notice first
that Israel recognizes her guilt. In Micah 6:1-5, God had asked her
what He had done to them and how He had wearied them. This question
shows that Israel had accused God of wrongdoing. She had also found
Him and His ways wearisome. As a result, she abandoned Him to serve
other gods. This is very clear from the words of God in Micah
5:12-14:

(12) and I
will cut off sorceries from your hand, and you shall have no more
tellers of fortunes; (13) and I will cut off your carved images and
your pillars from among
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