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As long as a farmer has an abundance of water, he almost invariably yields to the temptation to use it freely, even though he gets no increased returns as a result.

 

—Yearbook of the United States Department of Agriculture, 1909
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Rivers and Canals in Imperial




BRIEF GLOSSARY

The following terms are of considerable importance in what follows. Readers unfamiliar with Mexico or the Spanish language may not know them, as when beginning my research I certainly did not. Although they get defined in situ, they might as well be given all together here.

 

Acre-foot—The amount of water needed to cover an acre one foot deep. One acre-foot = 1,233.5 cubic meters = 326,000 gallons.

 

Campesino—Literally, “country person.” Now a term used, with varying degrees of vagueness, to describe all tillers of the soil in Mexico. (Field workers employed in the United States are often excluded.) This encomium of commonality might have been first used by Catholic reformers shortly after the Mexican Revolution (1911). Before that, hacienda day laborers, indigenous inhabitants of pueblos, small-scale landowners, sharecroppers and former possessors of land reduced to vagabondage could well have seen one another simply as “other.” The word quickly established a connotation of leftist militancy not much to the taste of the Catholic Church.

 

Colonia—Settlements of a less corporate character than ejidos. The residents can buy and own parcels, and sell them.

 

Coyote—See pollo.

 

Ejido—Communal inalienable holdings, either from pre-Conquest times or else carved out of other lands by the Mexican Revolution.

 

Field worker—Somebody, in our context usually a Mexican, who labors in the fields of others, usually Americans. The words “campesinos” and “field workers” are often interchanged when speaking of the brownskinned people one sees stooping and sweating in the Imperial Valley. Acccording to the bargirl Emily at the Thirteen Negro dance hall in Mexicali, which is patronized by both groups, campesinos stay in Mexico, while field workers cross the line and do about fifty dollars a month1 better.

Fracción—A newer colonia.

 

Golondrina—Literally, a swallow (the bird, not what the throat does). Also, Southside slang for a fly-by-night maquiladora which shuts down without paying its workers.

 

Guía—A nice name for a coyote.

 

Hacienda—A plantation farm. Famous for gobbling up ejido lands. Very powerful under the Díaz regime. The Revolution of 1911 began to break up the haciendas.

 

Hectare—Generally employed in Southside in place of the acre. One hectare = 2.47 acres.

 

Maquiladora—A foreign-owned factory in Mexico, usually somewhere near the border. Pronounced with a single l, not a double, which would make it sound like something to do with makeup.

 

Northside—The United States.

 

Pollo—Someone who tries to cross the border illegally. Often guided by someone who is derogatorily referred to as a coyote. (A.k.a. pollista or pollero.)

 

Pueblo—A long-standing communal holding (often a village or town). Less formal a designation than ejido, and less tied to specifically agricultural land.

 

Rancho—A small private landholding. The owners were rancheros. Sometimes they allied themselves with the campesinos; occasionally, with the hacienda  owners.

 

Solo—A person who attempts to cross the border illegally and alone.

 

Southside—Mexico. (“Northside” and “Southside” are employed mostly by the Border Patrol. I have appropriated them for my own purposes.)




PART ONE

INTRODUCTIONS
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Chapter 1

THE GARDENS OF PARADISE (1999)

I think we all feel sorry for ’em.

 

—Border Patrol Officer Gloria I. Chavez, on the subject of illegal aliens




BODY-SNATCHERS 

The All-American Canal was now dark black with phosphorescent streaks where the border’s eyes stained it with yellow tears.—These lights have been up for about two years, Officer Dan Murray said. Before that, it was generators. Before that, it was pitch black.

He was an older man, getting big in the waist, whose face had been hardened by knowledge into something legendary. For years he’d played his part in the work first begun by Eden’s angel with the flaming sword, the methodical patrols and prowls to keep the have-not millions out of paradise—which in this case was Imperial County, California, whose fields of blondeness, of endless pallid asparagus, onion plants like great lollipops and honey-colored hay bales produced the lowest median tax income of any county in the state. Zone El Centro, named after the county seat, comprised Sectors 210 to 226, of which Sectors 217 to 223 happened to be Murray’s responsibility. He kept the key to the armory, whose rows of M4 shotguns awaited a mass assault from Southside which never came. He knew how to deploy the stinger spikes, the rows of accordion-like grids like a row of caltrops: Pull a string and they opened up to puncture a tire. One car actually drove twelve desperate miles on four flat tires until it was wrecked beyond any conceivable utility to its confiscators.

They’ll pop their heads up in a minute, he was always saying. He was always right.

An hour ago we might have been able to see through the bamboo and across the wrinkled brown water into Southside where Mexicans sat on the levee waiting to seize their chance, but at that time Murray and I had been over by the Port of Entry East bridge where two Mexicans waited, not aliens yet; while on our side, Northside, another agent sat calmly watching them in his car.

Hello, said Murray. Have those folks been there all day?

Yessir, the agent said.

Suddenly it was dusk, and the two men were already crossing. Now they were illegals.

Get out! an officer yelled at them. They turned and slowly, slowly walked back into Mexico across the humming throbbing bridge.

Then we drove west down the long horizon of border wall. Two Mexicans walked along the fence down in Southside, screaming obscenities at Murray.

Now, you see, this has got concrete, Murray explained. But it only goes down about four feet. They have their little spider holes. They pop up, throw a rock through the windshield, then go down again.

We drove west, down into the lights of Calexico and out again, passing the sandy waste whose incarnation as a golf course was memorialized by carcasses of palm trees.—See, another hole in the fence back there, Murray said. Usually you just hold back and wait. They’ll pop up.—The golf course had gotten robbed once too often, and then somebody burned down the clubhouse after a fence-jumper from Southside was shot. So some townspeople told me. Their stories were weary and muddled, but in them as in this former golf course the border wall remained ever in the background, its long, rust-colored fence dwindling into lights. Then the dim red fence abruptly ended, and we met the All-American Canal, which comprises so much of this sector’s border westward of the wall. Follow the All-American upstream on a map, and you’ll see that it abruptly turns north, wraps around Calexico International Airport near that abandoned golf course (the hollow in this spot is a good place for pollos and solos to hide, and sometimes for bandits, too, who murdered somebody here half a year ago), and then it bends due east again just before Comacho Road, ducking under the railway and Imperial Avenue, streaming on eastward toward its source, until the last we see of it, it’s overlined the streets named after southwestern riches: Turquoise Street, Sapphire Street, Garnet Street, Ruby Court, Emerald Way, Topaz Court—after which it runs off the map and out of Calexico. In the first four months of 1999 alone, eight people whom the authorities knew of had already drowned in the All-American’s cool quick current, all of them presumably seekers of illegal self-improvement; and I imagine that other bodies were never found, being carried into jurisdictions where perhaps the non-human coyotes got them. In April 1999 the United States Navy began to wire the canal with a two-hundred-thousand-dollar noise-detection apparatus.—The goal is to create a system that can alert authorities when someone is in trouble in the canal, my home newspaper informed me blandly. Who am I to doubt the Navy’s altruism?

You should see these guys pickin’ watermelon, bent over all day, said Officer Murray. They do work most Americans wouldn’t do.

We were close by the Wistaria Check, which lay opposite the place on the Mexican side where the taxi driver and Juan the cokehead had taken me the day before. The taxi driver had said: If you want, I’ll jump into the canal and swim across, if you pay me.

Juan, whose scrawny back and shoulders most proudly bore a tattoo of the Virgin for which he’d paid two U.S. dollars back when he was twenty (he was now Christ’s age), stopped the taxi to buy five hundred pesos’ worth of powder in a twist of plastic. He was a true addict. Every day I had to advance him his wages. By late afternoon he needed a bonus. I had found him amidst the slow round of beggars and drunks on a street two blocks south of the United States where a poster announcing a MILLION DOLLAR FINANCIAL SERVICE depicted a giant identification card which among all its elysian proclamations faintly whispered NOT A GOVERNMENT DOCUMENT, then rushed on to proclaim ORDER YOUR PERSONAL U.S. I.D. CARD HERE TODAY. On that hot afternoon when we departed Mexicali’s red and yellow storefronts and drove westward into the dirt, the houses shrinking into shacks, Juan and the taxi driver kept glancing at me and muttering together; but I told them that I would have even more cash when I came back tomorrow. Far away, deeper into Mexico, I could see the pale bluish-white mountains like concretions of dust. Now we came into Juan’s hometown where several of the Mexicali street-whores lived, and although Juan wanted to stop to buy more coke, business, personified by me, demanded that we leave behind those long blocks of tiny houses of cracked dry mud whose yards were dirt instead of grass. So we turned onto a long dirt road in parallel to the All-American Canal, which we could not yet see. Here each of the many tiny cement or adobe houses was fenced away from the world. One fence derived from boxspring bed-frames. Other fencepoles had been fashioned of twigs or columns of tires, and there were many hedges of thorns on that nameless road of prickly pears, bamboo, dust, beautiful palm trees, and turtles sleepily lurking in the stagnant ditch-water.

See all those cars in there? Stolen, my guide triumphantly explained. From America.

Well, I said, I’m glad they have a new home, Juan. How do you know they’re stolen?

I don’t think these people have enough money to buy a new car—or ten new cars.

He said that in Mexicali it cost two or three hundred dollars for a brand-new stolen American automobile, which I considered not a bad price. He said that another industry of the householders along this road was to hide emigrants on consignment until nightfall, then help them try to swim the canal. And just as he finished explaining these matters, we came upon a man in sunglasses who was  driving a brand-new van with tinted windows. We had seen no other vehicles before, and we saw none afterward except for one water truck whose corroded white cylinder tank slowly bled water as it went. The man in sunglasses rolled down his night-dark window to study us, which was the only reason that we could see him at all. He was gripping a pair of binoculars against his face. When he had digested us, he drove slowly past, the window still down. He was watching the canal now through his binoculars.

Think he’s a coyote? I asked.

What else?

Now we arrived at a little shrine to the Virgin and a cross. Someone had died, perhaps a solo. Juan read the inscription. Yes, he said, the man had drowned trying to cross into America, where everything was wider, cleaner, safer, more expensive, more controlled and more homogeneous. And by this shrine we parked the car and ascended the levee of crumbing mud-dust to gaze at the United States, where of the three of us only I could legally go. It was hot and thorny and dry on the Mexican side with all those American fields appearing so cruelly green like Paradise, because the water belongs to America, as Juan put it. Beside us, a skinny horse browsed in garbage.

Some chocolate-brown boys were swimming in the coffee-colored canal, and on Northside, very close to Wistaria Check as I said, a white truck was parked and two middle-aged white men were trying their luck at catfishing, ignoring the boys who ignored them. Juan pointed to the boys and said: See those poor people over there? They’re gonna try for the night time, then they’ll walk through all the fields . . .

Ask them where they’re going.

They’re gonna go to Canada, they say, unless Border Patrol catch them.

Ask them if they know where Canada is.

They say, they don’t know, but somebody told them it’s a real nice country where you don’t get hassled like you do in America.

On our side, the dusty desert side, an obelisk marked American dominion, and later I learned from the Border Patrol that the canal actually lay slightly north of the true border, but those guardians found it needlessly troublesome to assert their authority over the few slender feet of United States sovereignty between the marker and the water. Officer Murray said to me: If I saw people on the Southside of the canal, I’d just wave to ’em. You see a raft, now, you just back off. Don’t wanna spook anybody.

A day or two later the local papers carried a story about how Border Patrol agents had shot one of those rafts with a pellet gun. The raft capsized, and one or two aliens drowned. (There are Border Patrol officers in boats, and they’re like fishing,  a solo in Algodones told me. They cut open or shoot at the rafts and let ’em drift  downriver.—Last night there were about seven shots, his comrade said, shrugging.) But the drownings, I hope, were an aberration.2 I never at any time met a solo or  pollo who expressed physical fear of the Border Patrol. Murray insisted that some agents bought fast food with their own money for the frightened Southside kids they’d captured.

But the Mexican consulate never hears that, Murray said bitterly.

They’ll probably start rafting pretty soon, he muttered.

He stood listening to the canal, which was long, low, black with bamboo. His job was not to shape the destiny of those who sought America, but merely to postpone it. For what could he do to them, but lock them in a holding cell, then deport them back to Southside so that they could try again? And for a moment, as we stood there, each of us letting his private thoughts fall into the pit of the night, I almost pitied the futility of his occupation, as I suspect he did mine (the main purpose of my essays being to line birdcages), but then I fortunately persuaded myself that all vocations and callings are equally futile. He talked about how beautiful it was when he patrolled the shoulder of an onion field at dusk with the bees returning to their hives, and I started to like him. He told me about the fine catfishing he’d had in the canal, and we gazed at the sparse weak lights which shone from Mexico, until suddenly the radio said: There’s already a rope across. Looks like it’ll be near Martin Ranch.

Okay, said Murray, I’m up on the canal bank.

Okay, copy, replied the radio.

They could be running across the fields right now, he said to me. Okay, he’s got sign.

We were in the car now, speeding toward the place. We stopped by a wall of hay, which we smelled more than saw in the dark humid night. Border Patrolmen were searching with their lights.

Right here you got the traffic, Murray said.

And he shone his flashlight on fresh footprints in the sand.

These kids should be easy to catch, he went on, half talking to himself. But I feel naked; I don’t have a spotlight. I don’t have any alleylights . . .

The long field appeared green through an agent’s nightscope. The Border Patrolmen hunted and searched, as the crumbly earth devoured their feet up to the ankles. It was silt from the days of the ancient sea. They came through the field, stalking it with headlights which rendered the furrows cruelly bright.

Maybe we’ll find the bodies, Murray said. Maybe not. It’s just pure luck. But these kids tripped a sensor.

I can’t see ’em anymore, another officer said, resting his hands on his Sam Browne belt.

I got an eye on your bodies, said the nightscope man, whose monitor made the word bodies seem chillingly appropriate, for in the green night the aliens glowed white like evil extraterrestial beings or zombies out of a science-fiction movie. The nightscope man could also reverse the contrast if he chose, so that the bodies became green silhouettes in a glowing white field of night-ness.—They’re layin’ up in the middle of the field, he went on, directing the hunters through a darkness which neither they nor the aliens, who surely thought themselves safe, could penetrate. How eerie it was! Only the nightscope man could see! The aliens lurked on faith that the darkness was their invincible friend. The Border Patrolmen could scarcely perceive where they set their own feet; they could have been approaching a precipice; but they approached the unseen bodies with equal and, as it proved, more justified faith.—Lookin’ dead smack in the middle, said the nightscope man. Yeah, I got a fix on your bodies. Turn left. Three steps more. Another coupla steps. They should be right in front of you, right down there in those . . . Yeah, you got ’em.

Now came the wide circle of the spotlight. The hunters’ cars circled the field. And the bodies, hopelessly silhouetted, resurrected themselves from the fresh earth, giving in to capture and deportation. They rose, becoming black on black. And the shadow of a man whose hands were on his head was replicated manifold. Two of them with their hands on their heads stood gazing down at the half-empty jugs of water they’d carried. Sad and submissive faces gazed into the darkness, half-blinded by the brightness as the Border Patrolmen frisked them. Yes, the bodies stood wide-eyed in the light, all in the line, with their hands obediently behind them. Coughing, shuffling, they began to cross the fields.

You know what? a Border Patrolman said to one of the bodies. You really need to brush your teeth. You’ve got wicked bad breath, guy.

The body was silent. In the nightscope it had been as white as one of the freshly dead fishes in the cool green poison (or should I say “reputed poison”?) of the Salton Sea. Now it began to reveal itself to be brown—Hispanic, sunburned and field-stained.

Let’s go, amigos. Come on. Let’s go; let’s go.

None of the captives looked terrified. It was as Officer Murray had said: People realize they’re not going to jail for the rest of their lives, so they calm down.

Now, that irrigator’s car over there just happens to be in a convenient place, an agent was saying. We’ll have to check him out . . .

The Mexicans walked more quickly now, carefully cradling their water jugs, attended by the bright, bright lights. Now they sat in a line on the roadside, a long line of them, with their jugs and bottles of water between their legs. Most of them wore baseball caps. They were young, wiry, strong to work. Their eyes shone alertly in the night. Already resigned, they quickly became philosophical, and in some cases even cheerful, slapping their knees and poking one another smilingly in the ribs. Soon they’d join the people staring out the panes of the holding cells. After eight hours or so, if they had no criminal history, they’d be sent back to Mexico.

(As I reread this chapter almost a decade later, in these days of “extraordinary rendition” and the Patriot Act, I suppose that a body fears capture more nowadays. But how can I be sure? Our Department of Homeland Security seems disinclined to let me watch any more hunts and chases.)

We got some that made the river, but we bagged the rest of ’em, an officer was saying, but already the Border Patrol had found other game.—Two made it up into the housing development, a woman’s excited voice cried on the radio, but we’re tryin’ to inch up on ’em . . .




THE GARDENS OF PARADISE 

What did the bodies come here for? We all know the answer. I remember how on one of my many bus rides south I was meditating on the heat and strangeness of this corner of California when the man beside me awoke, and turned toward the window like a plant toward the sun. Soon we would come to the sign which read IMPERIAL COUNTY LINE and a few minutes later we’d pass the Corvina Cafe, which would surely be as closed and dead as one of those corvina floating belly-up in the Salton Sea. The man sat gazing alertly eastward across the desert flats toward the long deep green stripe of date plantations and the dusty red and blue mountains beyond. I inferred that this landscape was his by birth or long residence. Perhaps he had been away from it for awhile. He’d told me that he was coming from a Fourth of July party at his sister’s, but I’d seen the policeman standing in the loading area, watching to make sure that he boarded this bus whose disinfectant, pretending to be pine or lemon, stung the nose with its bad chemical smell. He’d slept with his chin in his hands all the way from Indio and past the tan silence of the Jewel Date Company’s former factory parallel to the railroad tracks where rusty flatbed cars gave off heat. Now he sighed a little, and turned toward me as eagerly as he had strained toward the mountains. He offered me Mexican candy, praising it because it was cheap. Openhanded, gruff and husky, he longed to tell the tale of his life. He’d served twenty-four years in the Spanish army—or maybe he’d been an American soldier stationed in Spain, this fine point being  occluded by his broken English and my ignorance of Spanish. At any rate, Spain had failed him, evidently by means of woman trouble. Now he was living in El Centro to be near his eighty-two-year-old father who had once been a mechanical genius but who lately did little more than putter around the air conditioner, trying to grow coolness like a vegetable and then inbreed and harvest it. When he spoke of his father, tenderness came into his voice in just the same way that the yellow flowers of the palo verde tree come briefly back even in July or August if there is rain. His father was too old to drive a car, so once our bus pulled into the El Centro station, my friend would be walking home in the hundred-and-ten-degree heat, which killed illegal aliens easily.

The ones who crossed alone were called solos. The ones who paid to be taken across were pollos—chickens. And who better to shepherd chickens through dangerous ways than a coyote? That’s truly what they were called! Coyotes never eat chickens, do they? (Every day, many pollos die, a taxi driver told me with solemn exaggeration. The newspaper said that only two hundred and fifty-four illegals had died last year, to which the taxi driver replied: Liars—assassins! Two or three a day die right here! They hide the bodies under the sand so that the Border Patrol won’t see.—They do die, a lifetime pollo later told me, but not that many.) Then there were the chicken-handlers, the pollistas or polleros whom the bigshot coyotes deputed to do the dirty work of canal-crossings and the like. Officer Murray called them “scouts.”—They’re pretty chicken, he said, not meaning the pun.—Like their bosses, they sometimes ran away when it was dangerous, leaving their passengers to die of thirst. For it was so very hot! When his father died, my seatmate might move away from Imperial County, on account of the heat. In his low, hoarse, not unpleasant voice, he remarked that he didn’t mind sitting outside in a hundred and five degrees, but when it got up to a hundred and fifteen, then his cold beer turned into hot coffee, and it was time to go indoors. He uttered many a melancholy jest of this character. I’d already begun to think of him as the old soldier, and was almost appalled that he was my age, thirty-eight; he looked twenty years older. This working man, dark and wiry, had resisted many solar assaults, armored by no more than an upturned cap-brim, but each attack had shriveled him a little more, so that he’d eventually be desiccated to his very soul. The hot, dry sunlight instantly warms flesh to a state near burning, then cauterizes it and stains it brown. Born in Brawley, which our Greyhound soon would reach, he’d never been to the Salton Sea in his entire life. (How far was it? Half an hour’s drive?) As a boy he’d been too busy in the fields, he said; after that he’d tried his luck in Spain. And now as we continued south on Highway 111 he began to explicate the crops to me, each time weighing himself down with a new story of dreary and dangerous drudgery.

Here came another date orchard to our left, with busy birds silhouetted in the  palm-crests, uplifting their beaks, clicking and crying even in the heat of midday. I admired the shade and luxurious fruit of those trees, but the old soldier turned to me with a bitter smile and said that the most perilous labor of his life had been ascending toward the birds on a rickety ladder leaned against each tree in turn, with no one holding the bottom for him; his job was to tie bags around immature dates so that they’d not be lost. Little and lean, he’d scampered into the sun which burned him until he resembled the black fly with alert yellow eyes which one often finds crouching in the dusty crease of a palm’s fan. Sometimes he got dizzy; sometimes the ladder slipped. His memories were stained with terror.

By the time he’d completed this relation, our Greyhound bus had drawn close to an onion field in glorious flower, and the old soldier croaked out that working in the onion fields had left him stinking of onion juice, his eyes watering day and night. After a week the onion juice was literally under his skin. (I thought of what Officer Murray had said: When you get people out of an onion field, you wanna roll your windows down.) No matter how long he bowed beneath the showerhead, scrubbing himself red, the onion smell kept oozing out of him so that he stank even to himself and coughed himself to sleep. Eventually he began to bring up blood from too much coughing.

No, I hung it up, the old soldier said. Don’t wanna pick in the fields no more. I got me a ladyfriend, she about forty, forty-five years old. And every morning she drives from El Centro all the way to Yuma. There are four of them people; they share gas. Then she picks. Imagine that, a forty-five-year-old lady and still out there picking! What a tough gal! One time she brought me a cantaloupe from the field. Another time, it was a big watermelon . . .

And he smiled a smile of loving pride. But then his bitterness landed on him again, like flies on a sweaty face. We’d come to a place of white puffballs left behind in the dark fields. The old soldier said that they were cantaloupes—no plants, only the pale spheres sticking out. The migrant workers would turn them up later. He had been among the up-turners of cantaloupes and of so many other crops, following the harvesters on foot, gleaning up lost fruits under that hot, dusty, greyish-white sky. He began to tell me how it was, waving his withered hands as he angrily, dolefully whispered, describing the ache between the shoulderblades, the throbbing in the small of the back, the shooting pains in the arms, the hands that after gripping and lifting all day became dirt-stained baseball mitts which could no longer open or close, painfully throbbing in the bones. Beyond these agonies he remembered with all his hatred the Imperial summers, which had moved one woman on a hundred-degree Saturday evening in Indio to tell me how she had realized that this planet truly orbits a star of immense heat and brightness; whenever she stepped outside on an Imperial day, she could keep possession of only a slender  slice of moments before being overpowered by stuporous confusion. Once she was safely back inside, everything on her person, every key or card, every square inch of her blouse, gave off heat. And yet the migrant workers had to spend all day outside, sometimes working for less than the legal minimum wage. The old soldier had finished with that. He could not bear it anymore.

The Imperial Valley Press stood on his side. In a section entitled “OUR OPINION: TIME FOR A CHANGE,” that newspaper laid out the problem: As important as agriculture is to the county, there are limits on a community with an economy so dependent on farming, because agricultural workers do not exactly get the highest salaries . . . Finally, agriculture is not as strong in the Imperial Valley as it has been in years past. The Press slavered over the smoothly-named Gateway to the Americas Project, which would soon erect houses and industrial parks near the new Calexico East Port of Entry. It could create thousands of jobs. The hoped-for future of the Imperial Valley: strip malls, office parks, chain stores, Los Angelesization. Meanwhile the old soldier’s ladyfriend went on fruit-picking, and in hopes of doing the same thing the pollos and solos slithered up and down the border fence.




THE FENCE 

Yes, they slithered up and down the fence with ominous grace, like the floor-show girl in her summer dress who flew around the catpole at the Miau-Miau Club on the Mexican side, spreading her legs to show each sector of her audience in turn that she wore no underwear; she did pull-ups, flashing her bottom in the red rotisserie-light which translated her into meat; then she somersaulted naked up the pole and descended it upside down, her hands outstretched, gripping it between her thighs solely, until her long hair was sweeping the floor and the men shrieked in triumphant admiration. And the aspirants flowed palely up and down that metal fence in strange and elegant ways which should have elicited equal applause; but they were mere men who mopped their foreheads with bandannas and who stank of sweat, which is our humanity; maybe they’d earn a hundred dollars somewhere before the Border Patrol caught them. They became bodies. Another name for them was EWIS—entries without inspection. Bureaucrats subclassified them into criminal aliens and administrative aliens. The United States was their road mirage, a silver-blue illusion of refreshment far ahead upon their burning path. More than one solo told me that he’d rather do prison time in America than be free on the streets of Mexico, because in America he got better fed.—America! That was the dream in which they overwhelmed themselves. They’d glean cantaloupes, bag dates, or weed onions—anything. About the “average man” he arrested Officer Murray said: You never know if he just did fifteen years for shootin’ a cop in Salt  Lake City or if he’s just lookin’ for work.—Yes, I occasionally meet such charmers as Hugo from San Salvador with his teardrop tattooed beside his left eye, and his ring which said 13 ; he kept saying he was good people; he’d been in prison a long stretch; and was I fuckin’ INS? Hard and paranoid, he threatened me, and tried to rob me; in the end I had to punch him. Then there were the joy-riders, the Mexicans running across the night fields just to see what they could see, the businessmen in suits and slacks rushing over on a lark to steal American watermelons. But most of the people whom I interviewed, well, they were just looking for work. And they gathered and swarmed there against the literal edge of Southside, yearning, planning according to their resources: brute strength to leap, run, hide and suffer, or cunning to spy out an easy secret way, or wealth to pay a coyote. They waited literally in the wall’s shadow, preparing to be brave, learning the weft of the forbidden country ahead. Near the post office, hot, filthy men settled down to sleep behind the bushes, laying out plastic bags of belongings. Yes, they told me; they aimed to cross into America. In Mexicali on that single night there were hundreds like them. (We get real busy in January, February and March, Murray said. Right now it’ll be quiet. Last night we only caught eighty-five aliens. A week ago on midnight shift, we did five hundred and eighty.) They gathered, pooled, collected themselves into waves. How could one miss them? Merely approach the wall, the music of the strip clubs fading into faint strange shrillnesses as one walked north past hot alley lights. White white smoke arose from the sidewalk barbeque stands. A weary vendeuse, perhaps Mayan or Mixtec, walked by, her platter of stuffed animals strapped below her breasts. Now here came another alley, old style, cracked and dark, with shuttered luminescence reflected in its stygian puddles. A pool of urine, a brightly lit PEMEX station under construction, the gargantuan anthill of sand illuminated uselessly, a square area of dirt lit up like a nightmare grave . . . Then Cristóbal Colón the border fence stood silent. How apt was that street’s name! For Cristóbal Colón was of course the discoverer of the New World circa 1492. And there indeed lay the United States of America, also known as Northside, hot and still beyond the fence through whose holes the eyes of a Border Patrol vehicle spied out Mexico unwinkingly. Closer to the legal crossing, at Morelos Street, ran a line of palms white-limed to head-height. Two rapid men in caps ghosted by. I saw them lunge at the fence and skitter partway up, hanging on it like those bees which cling with their forelegs to one of the many small yellow flowers of the palo verde tree; but then they leapt lightly back into Southside to free themselves from the alert green-clad men in white cars who’d instantly appeared—for to find a way across this subdelineation, and trade hunger for home-sickness, was not so easy. The fence required that they be agile as well as desperate. It more than any other factor had inflated coyotes’ prices from two hundred to twelve hundred dollars a head. The Border Patrol could be proud.

Well, at this time, said Duty Officer Michael Singh at Calexico Station, from inside of town it goes out approximately five miles, and about the same to the east. Right now we’ve got our crew putting up picket fence fifteen feet high . . .

That must have slowed the aliens down, I said.

Well, it has eliminated family groups. They’re coming underneath, but we have to knock that out, too.

Officer Singh was right and wrong about the family groups. For at Madero and Ayuntamiento, in Niños Héroes Park, in sight of the big dullish grey water tower with the hidden camera, my friend Carlos, swarthy, big, tattooed, moustached, filthy, sweat-stinking, sat in the darkness of palms with a gang of other solos each of whom had come from a different Mexican state, one from Guatemala even, and all of whom planned to jump the fence either that night or the next, depending on how brave they felt and how many Border Patrol cars they saw. Most of those men had done prison time in both Mexico and in the United States—tattooed Mario, for instance, had passed fourteen months in Santa Nella. In Mexican prisons you got only one meal a day, a bowl of beans, so he liked Santa Nella better. Roberto said much the same. He was strong; he wanted to work in the American fields for three or four dollars an hour . . . They’d slept in the park that entire week. Whenever the police inquired their business, they replied: We’re waiting for night to get across, at which the police shrugged and left them alone. And they literally called themselves a family. Whoever found food shared it with his brothers, they said.

Dan Murray, right as always, had said: See, we used to get a lot of groups, some female, some mixed. They go over, we chase ’em, they run back. This cat and mouse stuff, that’s what this fence will stop.

Will the fence get any higher?

Well, what we’ve done, we’ve stopped the females and the heavier-set individuals.

For that reason Carlos was despondent, fearing that he’d grown too fat and old. He said: I am never goin’ there, man. Here I am in the park, eatin’ nothing. Where else can I go? Only people I know is these people. They gonna go tonight, but not me. I’m too heavy to get over.

And as he sat with his temporary brothers, lurking in the darkness beneath those white-painted palm trees, a policewoman pedaled her bicycle up to them and stopped, dropping her booted feet to the ground. A line of brass cartridges was strapped across her broad back. She told the family that she’d arrest them all if they were in the park half an hour from now. Her partner also cycled up and began writing down their names in his notebook.

Where else can I go? muttered Carlos, wringing his hands.




CANALS AND RIVERS 

Well, there was always the All-American Canal. Carlos had swum it only two weeks ago, carrying thirty pounds’ worth of supplies: bread and baloney, then water for two days. Once he’d crawled up into Northside, peeked through the bamboo, and crossed the levee road (Officer Murray’s colleagues must have been hunting elsewhere), he’d begun to walk. He walked for two nights, all the way up to Niland, and then he got caught. He didn’t mind so much. He’d been creeping into America ever since 1982, when coyotes charged only two hundred dollars from Tijuana, because there was no metal fence back then.3 Now it cost twelve hundred dollars there—nearly the same as here. That corrugated steel wall of landing mat (some of it Air Force surplus from an easy little war of ours called Operation Desert Storm) presently extended three hundred and sixty-three feet into the ocean, then continued by fits and starts across all southern California. (We have so many gaps in this fence, lamented Gloria I. Chavez, the public affairs officer at Chula Vista. But these gaps are covered by agents.) Carlos saw no purpose in taking a bus all the way to Tijuana to gamble through one of those narrowing gaps. Sweating and stinking in the darkness, he told me that if his “family” went over without him, he might try the water route again. But his perils commenced even before he could drag his heavy, sodden body into Officer Murray’s jurisdiction. Robbers preyed on the solos. So on occasion did uniformed agents of Mexican dominion.

In the clipped lingo of the Border Patrol, American sentinels were called Alpha, while their Mexican counterparts were Beta. Accurate as they undoubtedly were in their depiction of the power relation between the two nations, those designations scarcely overwhelmed me with their tact. Alpha pursued Beta’s nationals whenever, like Carlos, they tried to breach Northside; Alpha’s nationals swaggered around Southside like lords. And so Beta sometimes cooperated with Alpha in a less than enthusiastic spirit. In the grubby wilderness of freeways, warehouses and cut-rate stores between San Diego and Tijuana there is a municipality called Chula Vista, which like so many of its kind in California no longer exists as a distinct entity; its grid shades into those of National City to the North and Otay to the south; and here I met a handsome, pugnacious Border Patrolman named Brian Willett who told me about the bad old days when Beta had declined to cooperate with Alpha at all. Willett once witnessed a murder in No Man’s Land, just beyond the gleaming corrugations of the wall. He radioed Beta on the special frequency set aside for such occasions (like many of his colleagues, he spoke fluent Spanish), but Beta would not come. All the while, the murderer kept staring into Willett’s face. Finally he leisurely sawed off his victim’s hand and flapped it at Willett in a mocking wave. Willett assured me that nowadays, whenever one side witnessed a crime in progress on the other, an officer employed the special frequency with excellent results. Beta sometimes even acted to interdict illegal border crossings! And on the Arizona line, in the Mexican border town of Algodones, one of Beta’s representatives proudly informed me that Alpha had just given him a new white Bronco in which to chase criminals. The result—and a highly desirable one, to Alpha at least—was that Mexican cops had begun to squeeze the border-crossers harder—not so much the fence-jumpers, for they went over very quickly, but the canal- and river-swimmers such as Carlos who were slower and hesitated upon the Southside bank for hours or days, waiting for the perfect moment. Of these water-striders, the solos  found themselves at greater risk of police interference than the pollos, because in one solo’s bitter words: Coyotes pay money for the police, so if the police ask you who you work for, and if your name is not on their list, you’re fucked. You go to jail.

And Carlos said: The other day, I was by the All-American Canal, and I was with these seven guys, and then this Mexican cop showed up with that fuckin’ automatic shotgun thing. Police started hitting us with their flashlights. They was gonna throw us in the canal. But really all they wanted was money. We said we don’t got nothing. So they gave up and said just get out of here within half an hour. We don’t want to see you here again. Ay, Mexican cops are a damn . . . They’re a bunch of fuckin’ . . .

Carlos might have been one of the waiting men I spied when I looked across from Northside. Perhaps Officer Murray would have recognized him. Sometimes when I was in Mexico I walked or took a taxi to that very hot and exposed spot where the steel wall ended by jutting forward at a right angle and down to the rippled brown water’s edge; here there never failed to be homeless seekers bathing in the canal or washing their clothes or just sitting, awaiting dusk while on Northside an agent in a white vehicle watched them. They drank out of the All-American Canal, and carried its water with them. They huddled against the graffiti’d wall. They slept, paced, sat spraddle-legged in the litter of plastic and abandoned clothing, whose scraps reminded me of the bits of cloth worked into the earth of the killing-fields of Cambodia, for it was all sad cloth, lost or torn, the temporary skins of the desperate. In the hard and eroded earth, which at least smelled better than the ditch twenty feet farther into Southside, they sat, bowing, closing themselves up against the sun like human jackknives, and when the Border Patrol scanned eyes and binoculars in their direction, they sank their heads even lower into their chests. It was here that Carlos had been introduced to Beta’s shotgun. When I was  in Northside I never walked to the place opposite that place; I always took a taxi. The levee, hardpacked out of tan dust, carried on its lonely shoulder no one but myself, my taxi driver, and the inevitable Border Patrol agent, who waved and watched me. Over in Southside, Mexicans were sitting at dusk, their dark heads down, shadows in their faces. I went there on different nights at different months, and they were always there. I never saw Beta. (Beta frequently hit me up for fines and bribes closer to the legal crossing, in Niños Héroes Park and thereabouts.)

As Officer Murray now drove away from this spot, the Mexicans raised their heads and stood, gazing alertly into the United States. Once the last daylight had failed, the night vision van would be sure to show the rafters coming in, the All-American Canal milky-white on the scope with each raft a black dot, trees transformed into negatives of trees, lights solid black. Later the nightscope man would reverse the contrast to reveal the bodies as white as the egrets which prance on their long dark legs on the embankments of Imperial’s irrigation ditches. On foggy nights he had trouble, but usually he could see aliens coming from over a mile away. They did not have much of a chance when he was around. His close-cropped head drank the light of the big screen he gazed into, his tattooed arm pulsing as he reached down at the control keypad, meanwhile keeping his left thumb hooked against the steering wheel out of some prudent habit or instinct; and on his shoulder shone the round patch where the words U. S. BORDER PATROL had been superimposed on an outline of continental Northside.

What do you see? Murray radioed him.

They’re comin’ across the check, sir, and I know they’re still there.

All right, said Murray. I’m there.

An asparagus field was blowing in the warm wind, and near it a rope tautly and diagonally spanned the All-American Canal. A pollista had lashed it to a bamboo trunk. Rapidly, yet with an almost elegant meticulousness, Murray cut it with his knife. The rope lay in the sandy weedy night like a dead snake. Looking into my eyes, Murray suddenly said with almost ferocious bitterness: Now he’ll write, and then the heartless bastard cut the rope.

I don’t have anything against you, Dan, I said, but he grew silent.

Murray knew that what he was doing was not very nice. And Gloria Chavez in Chula Vista told me: I remember being on the bike unit and at five in the afternoon I hear bing! and they’d thrown a big steak knife at me. That was the kind of aggression I got. Another time we had what we call a banzai—thirty or more up there, a group there. Well, this woman started screaming. I said: What’s wrong? She says: My leg, my leg! And when I went up to help her, I got pelted with rocks! I said: You stop throwing rocks or I’m gonna call Beta right now. Beta would’ve responded, although I don’t know if they would have come around there right then. The lady  had a broken ankle. I took care of her. The people who are gonna sometimes cause the problems are the smugglers and the guides, not the workers who follow them.

In 1996, a twenty-six-year-old Border Patrolman in Gloria’s sector was blinded by a glass bottle hurled at him in darkness from the Ensenada Freeway. Now there were klieg lights to counter-blind Mexicans who came too near, while the agents lurked behind the lights in Northside’s darkness, further protected by a secondary fence.

Here I had better tell you that in all the ten years it took me to write this book, I never met a single Mexican who could muster up good words for the United States Border Patrol.

See, on the west side you can’t get this close to the fence or they’ll bust your windshield, Murray said to me once, but I never had any such problems. And yet I was on his side. To be sure, I wished Carlos all the luck in the world—Carlos, Roberto, Mario and all the rest. But whether the laws which made them illegal from working on American soil were good or bad, and they were probably (so I suspected even then, and now I am sure) the latter, Murray’s mandate was to prevent illegal entry, a necessary labor in and of itself, because any country unable to control its borders cannot adequately enforce nor even define itself. And the murderer whom Officer Willett got to meet, I do not want that fellow to saunter into California, kill me and saw off my hand.

If something catches your eye, there’s a reason, Murray was saying. So I stopped right here and found a boat and a rope. I got thirty aliens . . .

He drove east to check the four tire-drags which lay in the sand near the Alamo River.—If anybody’s walked, said Murray, it’ll make a fresh wet depression.

I met a coyote who allowed that he sometimes brought his cargo over on the Alamo River, which crosses the border just east of Calexico’s East Port of Entry, then ambles north by northwest past Holtville, Brawley and Calipatria; it goes on brown and secluded all the way to the Salton Sea. Where were the Alamo’s pollos  on this evening of crying birds which resembled all the other evenings? They might be on their way now; for to the west, the wall was going rustier and redder now against the orange sky; its lights came on, and the palm trees started to hide in the blackness that was the coyote’s best friend.

Let’s show ’im what’s left of the old Ho Chi Minh Trail, another agent jocularly said.

Those Border Patrol agents in dark green with their Sam Browne belts loved to wargame everything, inflating their routines of searches and captures into a movie. They invoked the suicide-charges of our Japanese enemy half a century ago when they said: They’ll banzai you with twenty or thirty people. You call a van over and  you can hose that van out afterward . . .—And when they named the route up the east side of the Alamo River the Ho Chi Minh Trail, they got to fight the Vietnam War all over again. Leaning grasses tall and olive, tall bamboo groves and darkness smothered the place beneath an air of eerie exoticism. Not far away lay bright green fields which almost could have been Vietnamese ricefields.

They’ll come over here and they’ll even go over here on the west side or they’ll have tunnels through the brush, an officer said.

They showed me windblown, rounded human tracks through the bamboo. They showed me tunnels. I was going to see many tunnels for the next few years.

We got three groups out of here in the last hour and a half, another agent said.

The cool convenience of the river water and the cover provided by the bamboo had served the bodies well for a long time, but now the Border Patrol had placed sensors in the bamboo pipes, so on the Mexicali streets I now met more adherents of the East Highline Canal, whose blue water was born from the rippled All-American approximately five miles east of the Ho Chi Minh Trail.

About the East Highline an agent told me: It runs north. It goes north forever.—And it did—all the way up to the county line, at least, where it met the Coachella Canal in the desert along the edge of the Chocolate Mountains. But the problem with the East Highline was that its long flatness left any fugitive enormously exposed. Therefore truly desperate and determined swimmers such as Carlos played their ghastly ace-in-the-hole: the New River.

It runs right through Mexicali, crossing into the United States just west of the West Port of Entry. Southside its cartographic name is the Río Nuevo, but the green canals feeding it are aptly called shit water.—I don’t know why the American people want it, Juan the cokehead chuckled.—And at that time, water-illiterate, I still believed that naturally they didn’t. The New River has been called the most polluted waterway in North America. (We will assess that accusation later on.) After sunset it runs black beneath the surveillance lights, with white scum on its surface. Near a million people’s raw sewage thickens it; unregulated industrial runoff spices it. Through the corrugated gape in the steel wall it oozes, stinking, sometimes thick with evilly near-phosphorescent suds. Year by year the color changes, but the stink is always the same. To pick one’s way through the weeds and black plastic bags of abandoned clothing, descending into the slimy ravine through which it flows, is sickening enough.—About ten diseases crawl right up your ass, an agent chuckled. And Dan Murray said: That’s the worst river. If you wanna repaint your bicycle, dip the frame in for half an hour and it’ll strip the old paint right off. Ten years ago, you might see the occasional two-headed fish. Now it’s gotten so poisoned that the only life form you’ll see is—illegal aliens.—He told the tale of how he’d dove into that literally feculent river one time to catch a solo and broke out with a giant sore  that wouldn’t heal for months. Two years later, when I myself took a cruise on the New River, I was granted a similar souvenir.

Carlos said that he’d never attempted the New River, but he was considering it. Maybe if he wrapped his bandanna tight over his nose and mouth, he could bear to give himself to that reeking brown cloaca. It would take an agent as dedicated as Murray to go in and get him. Others might let him pass rather than risking their own health and stinking up their patrol car . . .

Carlos, why do you want to go to Northside so bad?

I dunno. I . . . I been out of my house for about thirteen years. The best thing that ever happened to me was marriage to that white girl in America. Well, see, I took the train to go to Portland, Oregon. I hopped that freight. I got married. And . . . Well, after awhile I got drinking, and got stopped by the police. I didn’t have no papers to the car I was drivin’, or a green card or an ID, so they took me to jail, and then this Immigration officer questioned me, and they deported me to Juárez. I ain’t never seen my wife again.

Do you want to try to find her?

Oh, I dunno, he said listlessly. I dunno if it would work out now . . .




THE WALK 

River or wall, let’s say they got across. Here is what happened next. If the Border Patrol did not catch them right away, they could lie low in the fields of Calexico, El Centro or another of those towns whose colors are muted silver and gold; the greys and whites all semiprecious with dust, the reds, yellows, greens, oranges bleached to a faint warm hue that might as well have been gold; but sooner or later they would need to cross a street or search for water. Shy, dark pedestrians where the streets were so wide and empty, a parked car almost an event, they could not evade the Border Patrol week in, week out. The Border Patrol was everywhere! Calexico Station, for instance, started as a seventy-man operation (that was what they told me, but we will go back in time and find sixty-nine men less); now two hundred agents operated there. The first time I set up my view camera in Calexico to photograph the international wallscape’s tall narrow rusty bars, there appeared within less than a minute three white wagons, each with a Border Patrolman inside it. And how strangely quiet Calexico was at night, just cricket-songs, the asphalt still hot! Every footfall called attention to itself. The aliens had to go north fast. With luck, they might reach Indio. No matter that the Indio Post was filled with announcements such as: NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE. File No.—9903005035 Servicer SOURCE ONE #505199724 Borrower—DEL CID YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, DATED 7/22/98. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO  PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. These dark brown people lurking in the shade of white walls were not here to borrow. They needed no explanations. They would work hard and live quietly. (Any illegals? I asked at the Brown Jug liquor store.—Right across the street. They jump off the train all the time. But they’re dangerous. If you see anybody in this here desert, don’t ever give ’em money or they’ll put the word out.) But the road to Indio was not easy. A few miles south of Salton City on Route 86, or somewhere on the hot and shimmering stretch of Highway 111 between Niland and Bombay Beach, the Greyhound would pull over at a surprise checkpoint. What happened next was not surprising at all. A man in Border Patrol green came aboard, with a pistol in his belt, and sunglasses perched upon his cap like fabled Argus’s extra eyes. He commanded all passengers to ready their identification. The old lady across
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“The Virgin of Guadalupe's inercession credited for ending a typhus epider
Meico,

Death of Corts n Sevile.

Death ofJuan Dicgo-

Loyols Cavelodiscovers pper Calforn
Supposed end offorced Indian labor in Mexico.
Supposed aboliton of ndian slvery (which continues in northern Mexico.

Fray Feancisco de Bustamante dismisscs the image of the Virgin of Guadalupe a “an
Indian painting”

“The Jesuits artive in Mexico.
Establishment o the Inquisiton
335 Chinese cmployed n shipb Lower Californ
First autoda-é in Mexico (5 people burned, others flogge).
i Francis Drake ands inor near San Francisco Bay:
Francisco Gali reaches Cape Mendocino.

Sebastiin Rodrigucz de Cermerion runs agrov

1 Meico

at Point Reyes.

1600-1700
1700

Water in Salton Sink (Lake Cahuila.

Sebastin Vizcaino lands in San icgo Bay.

Juan de Onate descends the Colorado, we know notprecisely from where to where.
Foundation of Santa e, New Mexico.

Failed Spanish colony at La Paz

Foundation of Mission Dolores the irst Spanish foothold n the Pimeria Subdistrict,
whose northsesten termins torches mperial atthe Gil River

Fathers Kino and Sabatierra explorethe Gila River and the northern
Foundation of Loreto, th firtJesuit ission in Lower Califoria
The Jesuits Ugarte, Sabatierra and Kuhn explore the Sea of Corts,

.

17001800
Francisco Eusebio Kino (in Lower California 1683-85) exploes the Colorado River
from the Gila to the Gulf. The junction of the Gila and Colorado rivers will ater
demarcate the .S -Mexico border, and also the frontir of the entity which 1 call
Imperial,

Completion of the basilica for the Virgin of Guadalupe.

Ugarte explores the Gulf o the Colorado's mouth,

Spanish population of Pimeria raches 300.

Upon proclamation of the Viceroy-Archibishop,the Virgin of Guadalupe becomes Pa-
troness of New Spain and stops a plague

The Virgin of Guadalupe’s ne staus ratificd by Pope Benedict XIV.

Jesuits expelld from their 15 missions in Lower Calfornia. Junipero Serra and his
Franciscans appoinied o replace them. Spanish colonization of Upper California
begins.

Foundation of San Dicgo by Gaspar de Portoli

Foundation ofthe Presidio of Monterey. Monterey made capital of Ata Califoni
“The Jesuit Father Baegert prints his account of the missions in Lower Caifornia.
Fray Feancisco Gardés explors the Colorado Desert as far s Signal Mount

First expediton of Captain Juan Batista de Anza. Dispatched overland from Sonora
(Pimeria) to Monterey, Calfornia, he passes through the Cahuilla (now Coachella
Valley.

First colonists arive in San Diego.

Second de Anza expedition explors the Yuha Descrt,
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Francisco 1. Madero i President of Mexico.
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Founding of Sccley on the westside of the Nebw Rier. Seeley approsimates the now-
defunct Silsbee.
Mexican Reoltion begins.
Border post near Caleico razed by arson.
Mexican and American adventurers try o launch 3 “reolutor” in Menicali; suppressed
by Colonel Esteban Cant
Overthrow of Ching Dynasty creates unrest in China and furthers desiec of Chinese
o immigrate o the USA.
Afireat the Tiangle Shirtwaist Factory in New York ils 146 and galvanizes the labor
movement
Maier Brevwing Company opens frs egal lquor oi
Coton introduced in Imperial and Mexical vallys.
First known discovery of concretions in Inperial, on northside o Signal Mountain.
Victoriano Huerta s interim President of Mexico, following a briefstnt by Pedro
Lascurin.
Completion of the first Los Angeles Aqueduct, which runs 233 miles from the Oser
Vally.
Water enters the East High Line Canal.
‘Arrival in Fl Gentro of Leo Hetzel, bettr known as “Hetzel the Photographer” His
photographs re probably thebestsingle visual ecord of Imperial during the frs bl
of the twentieth century
According to Eduardo Auyon Gerardo, Mexical
560 hectaresof cotton.

Pan

Imperial County.
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Venustiano Caranza is President of Mexico

Farthquake in the tmperial and Mexicalialleys.
Imperil Junction becomes Niland (which as ofthis wrting remains unincorporated).
Founding of Calipara

San Dicgo County sends Imperial County some lumber to begin the famous Plank
Road n the eastern sandhils. The Plank Road rernains the ain thoroughifre o Yarma

il 1927; used sporadically afe tht,
Colonel Estcban Cantiis Governor of the District of Bja Calfornia
Barbara Worth Hotl opens i El Ceniro.

Coachela Valley Stormwater Districtestabished.
Commencement of the famous plank road across the:
County.

California outlaws horseracing and prostitution. Guess what moves 10 Mexico?
Harry Chandle s indictd for allegedly seking to change the government of Baja
California. He gets acquitted
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1852
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1554
1554
1555
185592
1855
1855
1555
1555
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185861

1859

Drat California constitution ratified in Monierey by popular voe:
Dr. Oliver M. Wozencraf,“Father o the Imperial Vally.”artives in Calforia,visits
the Imperial Valley, and sees how ertie it could become given ireigarion.
6,000-10,000 Mexican miners take the de Anza route to and theough Imperial. Al
tofether, 100,000 “Forty-Niners” are etimated topass through Imperal

18501300

Populaton of Mesico s 7.6 millon.

California adrmitted o the Union as the 3ist tat, with 15 o

that same year. Population s §2,597. Total assessed val

$57.670.689.

Creation of Los Angeles County. The ity of Los Angeles incorporats (population:

1610)

Cration of San Dicgo County, which compriscs nearly allof present.day §

Imperial, Riserside and San Bernardino counties ot o meni

tertitory of the enity | call Imperial.

Foreign Miners"Tax penalizes Mexican miners in Cliforn

Gold rediscovered, probably by Mexican prospectors, in the Imperial Valley at Tumco
 Picacho,

Fort Yuma esablished.

Cave ohnson Coutsestmates the number of Indians in San Diego County(excluding

“desert and Colorado Riser Indians®) as 3,500.

2,719 Chinesearrive i Califoria, coming mosty rom Kwartung (Guangdong) Prov-

Los Angeles Connty enlarged.

Mormons ound an rrigated colony at Rancho de San Berrardi
ue 0.3 confrontation with the U.S. government in Utah).

Lifespan of Calfornia’s Pautah County, which just happens to i in Utah Terrtory

(presentaday Nevada),

Populaton of Mesico is 7,663,000,

New reay revises and refines Mexican-Americ
il ivers now caimed s 2 border paint,

“The Tennessee lawyer William Walker invades La Pa, hoping t be dictator of Sonor.

He proclaims the Republic of Lower California. Introduces black savery. Captured,

returned 0 U.S. acqited.

“The geologist Willam Blake exploresthe Salton Sink and names Lke Cahuil,

‘San Bernardino County split offfrom Los Angeles County, much of which was in turn

taken from San Dicgo County n 1353

In Los Angels,the gambler Dave Brown complains about gtting lynched by “a ot of

Greasers” White men oblige

Most Mexican s now gone from Calfomia due o ace prejudice.

Captain Chrstopher . Lovell writesreport on Cahuila Indians at Ran

Commencement of Reform period in Mesican gover

Benito Juirez is Mexican head of sta

California Foreign Miners' Tax secks 1o protect whies against Chinese and Mesicans.

Chinese Passener Tax penalizes Chinese immigration o Calfornia.

William Walker atacks Nicaragu

Expediton against the Molhave Indians.

California Chinese Exclusion Act

“The Buterfeld Stage Route carris mail from the et to California by way of the future
nperial County. This i the firstreal trail throvgh the arca

Over Wozenraftgets the rights o the Salon Sink, but fais to et backing to irigate

the Imperial Valey.

atcs, which becorme 27
of Califoria property is

1 icgo.
al the American

(abandoned in 1857

frontier Junction of Colorado and

o Jurupa
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The Devil's in the Details:
Water Transfers Must Stop Now
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Number of Farms

Year  Imperial  Riversde  SanDiego  Los Angeles CALIFORNIA

1969 83 2m0 2609 196 62148
oz 77 2333 3829 797 67.674
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1934
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1934
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1935

1956-
1936-
1956
1956

1997

1937
1938
1938
1938

40

Chicano population of Los Angeles is 97,116,
Los Angeles begins Mono County extension of s 1915 first aqueduct,

o incorporates.

cial Valley growers reduce wages or fruit and vegetable pickers, resuling in

more strikes. The local union acts tinidly, driving the laborers nto the arms of the
Communist-controlled Agricultural Workers Industral League, which will ater be
caled the Cannery and Agricultural Workers Industrial Union.
Mass meeting of AWIL in £ Centro broken up by farmers and law cnforcemment. Ovcr
100 arrests; 8 Communistleaders given prison sentences, although al will be parcled
by 1933
13,332 Mexicans from Los Angeles County and 3,492 from San Bernardine Courty
forciblyrepatistd.
“The Distrit of Baja California becomes the Northern Teritory of Bfa California,
California passes “County of Origin law 1o prevent one place from taking another
place’ water, s Owens Vally.
Theflow ofthe Colorado River begins 1 be “smoothed out.”
18,142 llgalalens of vrious races deported.
Mirshall Gove renamed La Quinta,
Leonard Knight bor in Vermont,
Death of George Chffey:
Probiition repeld.
President Roosevelt instgates the Subsistence Homestead Program, saying that he
would like "o put 25,000 familics on farms al an erage cost of $1.000 per il
Massive coton stike in San Joaquin Valley: Meicans killed near Arvin and Pisls.
‘Nonunion laborers brought up from the Imperial Vlley.
Lizaro Cirdenas s President of Mexico. He redistributes more and than any of his
predecessors
51000 letuce workers in the Inperial Vally participate n  strke o by the Cannery

d Agricultural Workers Industrial Union. The stike s
The ACLU lawyer A, L. Wiri, visitng the mperial Vally in connection with the labor

arest,is kidnapped by anti-union men, obled, Ieft 10 walk 11 miles barfoot across
the deser.
Impertal Vally growers oin theircollegues in other parts o California to createthe

jon Associated Farmers of America, led by E. Raymond Cat.
Construcion ofthe All-American Canl begins
Flow of Colorado River a Yum i 4 millon aerefect.
1o Mirage Community Assocation esablshed

pletion of Hoorer Dan

i, There will be 13 can

Los Angeles forms a Committee on Indigent Alien Transients and sends policeto turn
back anyone without jobs or moncy. After 2 months this practce i prohibited by Cl-

Colorado River Land Company forced t0sell out 10 Mesican governmen.

More thin 200,000 Okies arrive n California.

Sonora-taja Ralroad cnacted by decree mumber 1276,

Using violent methods, the Assocated Farmers of America break  lttuce strke in

Salinas,

Using nonsiclent but perhaps intimidating methods, campesinos in Mesicali ind
expropriste arge ranches.

Formation of the Colorado River Board of Calforn

Palm Springs incorporats.

Imperal Dam consiructed (capaciy: 85,000 acre fect)

Parker Dam constructd (capacity: 648,000 acre-fect)
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Flood in Coachella Valley:
Aggregate income for “cvil
Cirdenas visits Mexical

 residents” of mperial County is $28,624.

1940
Population of lmperial County is 59.740 (0.86% of Californ
(45% of the county's workforce) engage in agriculture. Total i
$30.043,000.
Mxican Revolution enters a onsoldation period. Manuel Avla Camacho becomes
President.
Completion of frst sction of the All American Canal's Coachella branch.
Pumping forthe Los Angeles Aqueduct see 193] drains four of Moo Lake's tributary
crecks completely dry.
First water enters the MYD's Colorado River Aquedict
“The All-American Canal commences operation. Reirement o the old Alamo Canal
hrough Mexico.
Mexican Imperial s now rigating  millon acres.
Rooseveltsigns Executive Order 9066, which authorizes the detention of Japanese
Americans. Imperial and Coachella vallys affeced.
Opening of General George Patto's Desert Training Center in eastern Coachella
vlle. The concrete slabs l1d down near Niland il become Slab Gity.
Bracero Program aduits 200,000 Mexican feld workers to U,
Repeal of Chinese Exclusion Act.(See etriesfor 1883, 1392, 1002
Mexico protests high U.S. consumpion of Colorado River wate.
Closing of Desert Trainin Center in Coachells Valle.
Imperial County becomes California's number-one county fo carbon dioxide prodic
tion.
Mexican-American Water Treaty grants Menico 1.5 million acre feet per year of Colo-
rado River water
Formation ofthe San Diego County Watee Authority.
Death of Harry Chandler
California State Water Resources Board establshed.
Enactment o the Riverside County Flood Controland Water Conservtion Diste
“The cty center of Mesicali now counts 134 Chinese businesses.
Second major fire destroys much of Mexical's Chinesca.
Imperial County contains 696 farms, 1,700 businesses, and 50,000-60,000 resi
dents,
Aggregate income for “civlian residents” of Imperial County s $92.172,000 (more
than triple the 1939 figure).
Cityof Coachella incorporats.
The San Dicgo Connty Water Authority joins the Metropolitan Water Distict
Bones of Cortés discovered in  secret niche o Hospital de e, Mexico City:.
Lic. Alfonso Garcia Gongzlezis Govemor of Baja Calforni.
Lowrainflln Baja Calfornia.
First San Dicgo Aqueduct connects to MWD's Colorado River Aquedict
Carro Festivl lanched in Holnile
Date Festivalin Indio begins selecting  Date Queen and Dt Princess.
d are $25.514.74.
7 millon acresis tax.

y
able,butonly % il acres are “productive.”
Population of Brawleyi 13,000. Population of Fl Centros 13500.
First water throngh Coachella Branch of the All American Canal, which is completed
in1949.
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NAME OF DECEDENT

Last  First  Initial  Iniialsof Spouse AgeUnits No.of Units Sex Race

CLARK  WILBER EF 1 o

PLACE OF DEATH DATE OF DEATH  DATE REGISTERED LOCAL FILE NUMBER

County City  Month Day Year Month Year  District  Number

70 0 u o2 2

STATE FILE NUMBER
51520
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Date: March 15, 1935.
To: Harry E. Drobish, Director of Rural Rehabilitation.
From: Paul S. Taylor, Regional Director.

Subject: Establishment of Rural Rehebilitation Camps for
Migrants in California. Item VIIIC.

Azong suitable locations for initial camps, the following
Riverside County: Indio, Oasis; Impe-
risl County: Westmoreland, Mt. Signal, Calipatrie...

are recommended: .
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At the Government Price of $1.25 per Acre?

Wi waler right I 10 al_the_lowest_price _ever offered?
‘These can be had nowhere but in the

IMPERIAL SETTLEMENT

Inthe Bastorn part of San Diego County, Caiifornia
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IMPERIAL LAND Co.

5. W. FERQUSSON, Geserl Masager.  IMPERIAL. SAN DIEGO CO.,GAL.
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1899

California ranks 14h in U.S, forvalue of farm produces.

1899 Mosico and Chinasign the Treay of Ay, Commerce and Navigation.
1900

1900-1920.Los Angeles popultion willncrease by acor of 5.

1960-1950. Calforia popultion will ncrcase by  fcor of 10

1900-1947 Perod of latively high ainfll n Bfa Calfomnia.

1900 California's population i 1.489.053 o which 1.5% s rural. Totlassessed alue of
Galforni propenty s $1.217645 565

1900 Populationof Los Anees i 103,47

1900 Populton of Mesico i 13,606,000

1900 Per capia U, water consumpion for agricultura,in
uses is o gallns per e, (Compare with 175 figure )

1900 10 registerdvoters n Blue Lake (e future Sisbee), White popultion of mperial
Vally:aboutzo.

1900 Geonge ey becomes Presdent ofthe California Devclopment Company and cons
the name “tmperia Vally”Establshment of the Imperil Land Compan:

sgor Nameof town and vallyof il changed to Conchell (-Cabuilla” » concha”
small sashels). Ofcillyapproved by USGS i 1909,

1g01 Name of the Couchell Vlly town Kokel(oundaton date unrcorded) changd 10
Therml,

1ot Imperil (own) foundesd.

1g0r Imperil Valley's first school founded beside Min Canal near Cleico,

1961 Wier Clrkarives n the Imperial Valey with his Fthe o and b sister Margare,
who becomes th irst potmisres.

1901 Thetownof Coschells s s st posmastc.

1oe1 Wil the completio ofthe Imperal Canal(ltr calld the Alamo Canal, rgaton
begns inthe Imperia Valey WATER IS HERE. Farmerscckholders pay so¢
peracrefoot. Salon Sink sl dry.

1o01 Standard Sat Co.begins compeing with New Liserpoo! Salt Co.in Slton Sink.

1902 Drawky founded (nital popu Silthes incorporated.

1962 Birthofthe Us, Reclamation Servce (atrthe Burea of Recamatio). The Reclrma-
tion Act (17 une) sets 2 160-cre homestesd it or 320 acres for husband and
v,

190 binh of the Golorado River Land Conpany.

tgox st schoolin Mecca.

1o2  Farming beginsin Marshall ove,which will e b called L Quint

1902 Imperial Canal completed

1902 Chinese Excusion Act made perpetial

1902 g2 Chinese workers st out on fotfrom Sa Felpe o Mencli 35

bef 1903 Foundstion of Arabia in Coachell Valley (ied sl aftr coton gin mosed o Ther.
malin 1920),

1903 Populaton of mperial Valley increass from 3,000 107,000 50,000 acres now under
aulivat

1903 John C. Van Dyke publishes The Deser:Fuhr Stuis i Natural Appearance. At he
Golorado's mouth e red iver rushes nder, the blue tide rushes ovee.”

190y Humcover New River.

190y Moicli founded.

190y Incorporaton f Holtvill friinaly Holton).

1oy Fis Japanescarivein Coachlla Valley

1904-42

Imperial and Meical valleys share Colorado Rver water throgh the Alamo Canal.
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Years Imperial Dam Mordlos Dam

1902 400 parts per million.*

1932 600 ppm"

1951-60 770 ppm

1961-62 844 ppm 2110 ppm

1963 800 ppm’”

1966 702 ppm

1974 861 milligrams perliter 22 (4,000-5,000 mg/1 “after
the last Mexican diversion’)

1984 879 mg/l

1990 775 mg/l gtomg/l

1995 1050 ppm”

2001 760 mg/l 921 mg/l

Mo 1 ppm appro - 1 mgl

“Imperil Dam was ot builyet. Bact location ot ndicated n sorce ext

Pxact location ot indicated in source tex.
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Acres Percent of Total Entity
800,000 8o Colorado River Land Company
50,000 5 Andrade estate

35500 36 Mexican government

29,000 29 Sold by Southern Pacific Railroad
28500 28 Kept by Southern Pacific Railroad
16,000 16 Imperial Development Co.
12,000 12 Globe Mills Co.

10,000 1 Mt. Signal Land & Catile Co.
8,000 o8 Shintani Ranch

999,000 98.9 (due to rounding)

NoteThelands sold by he Sothern Paific Rafload et o fur ranches and deelopment
companics, e of whose owners had Anglo nams. The remaining 16,634 acres o those

T e i e e T S S Al e Rl

cas).”
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Imperials Population by Decade,
as a Percentage of Southern Calforna's Population
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Potrero de a Cienega
Potrero el Carizo

Little Temecula

San Jacinto Nuevo y Potrero
Santa Rosa (Moreno)
Sobrante de San Jacinto

La Sierra (Sepulveda)

La Sierra (Yorba)
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167.51
223342
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BEGINNINGS TO 1500
“Millions ofyears ago”

Gulfof Califoria reaches beyond the site o Indio.
“Perhaps a5 carly 15 40,000 "
First migration to Mexico
a.700-c. 900
Waterin Salton Sink.
c.1000-ca. 1400
Waterin Salton Sink.
ca.tio0 Indians setlein the Goachell Valley

After 1400-a. 1500
Water n Salton Sink.
1494 Treatyof Partiton of the Oceans gives Spain do

1500-1600
150220 Reign of Moctezuma Il {Xocoyotzn).

ca.tio Ordonez de Montalvo publishes his romance Sergs de Esplandian, which mentions an
istand called Califoria, "very near tothe Earibly Paradise,” and inhabited by Amizon.

like black wome
1519 Conts arives in Menico,taking s bis concul
‘whom he christens Dona Marina, Their sor
1520 (une-Oct)
Cutibuac scceeds Moctezuma as Adtee Emperor.
152021 Cuaubtémoc succeeds Cuilihuac

nea “mistress of vassals” from Jalisco
s the firs recorded mestizo n Mexico.

1521 Cortés complets his conquest of Mexico Gity (Teochitin). Mexico s now New

s
5211821 Spanish rule over New Spain

1524 Cortés repaced as head ofsat by functionaries ofth Spaish Crow

15 The Aviec comvert Juan Dicgo (Cuaultlaoatin) s four seprate pparit

Virgin of Guadahupe conflated by some wih the Azic goddess Tonant

catsyt Conquistadors explore Mexico a fa north a San Lais Potosi

1535 Cortés discovers and, some say, names the Califoni
the never-neser and in Esplandiin’s romne.

Cabeza e Vaca lands on the California coast.

.

River: “The sa there i vermilon i color; the tidesrise and fallrgulrly”
Mixtén War between Spaniards and Mesican
Hemmando de Alarcén sils from Acapulo to Y.
Melchior Diaz passes close by Yuma.

father northvest

o peninsula, presumably afier

Francisco de Ulloa explores the Sea of Corts all he way to the movth of the Colorado

Conquistadors break natve rebelions around Guadalajar, 5o hatthey can niow push

1542 Juan Rodrigucz Cabrillo makes harbor in San Dicgo o perhaps San Pedro, His expe-

diton continues norhward 1o Cape Mendocino, Cabrillo dying on the wa.
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1915
1916
196

1916

1917
1917
198
1919
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199
1999
1919
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1919
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1920
1930
1920

1921
1921
1921
1921
1922
1922
1922

192

1922-29

1923
1923

1923
1923

30

Mexicali becomes the capital of Baja California Norte
“The Sweetwater Dam colapses
Whitewater River flood cuts 4 gorge through Coachella Valley. Mecca, Thermal,
Coachella underwate; Indio flooded,
Imperial Irigation District uys the assets of the bankrupt Calfo
Company for S millon.
California outlaws pro boring and dance halls. Gucss what moves to Mexico?
Tecate becomnes 3 municipaliy:
Coachella Vlley County Water Distrit cstablished.
Los Angeles begins pumping groundwatr from the Owens Vally.
Riverside County's boundaries gt wrtten nto the Califoria politcal code
Completion of railroad between Fl Gentro and San Diego.

corporaton of Calipatra (Caifornia® + “atherland')
United Sttes restiets Chinese
Confederation of Mexicalis 28-0dd.
deMeial,
According 0 Eduardo Auyén Gerardo, Mexical has 11,000 Chinese, 1500 Mexicans,
500 Japancse and 200 Indians. The Chinese raise cotion on 29,753 out of the 37.190
‘available hectares in the Mexicali Valey.
Assassination of Emiliano Zapata,
Valstead Act probibits iquor in the U.S. Guess what moves to Mexice? Egene Dab,
Imperial Vally farmer: “They had some real nice nightclubs untl, o, about, 1955

i Devclopment

1920

Adolfo dela Huerta s inteim President o Mexico

Populaton of Los Angeles i 575,480, of which there are 3,644 C

Population of Imperial Connty i 43,453, o 0.1279% of California total, Total assessed

property value s $40,350.450; populaton i 55,000.

Imperial Hazel Dece (named simply Hazel Decd on her death certificate) dics in

Fresno County, aged 14, of appendicis.

. Luis M. Salazaris Governor ofthe Districtof Baja Californa or s weeks; succeeded

by Engincer Manuel Valarezo.

According o Fduardo Auyén Gerardo, 50,000 hectares are now under cul

the Mesicali Valley.

. Epigmenio 1bara becomes Governor of the Disrit of Bsja Clifonia
wauguration of Indio Date Festival

A time bomb fils 0 desioy the Virgin of Guadalupe's image.

Mexico bans importation of nskilled Chinese labor

Lic.Jose Inocencio Lugo becomes Governor ofthe Disrict of Baja Cliforia,

Imperial County besomes America’s number.onelttuce prodicer

Imperia Irigation District finally takes over the valey's emaining rnutual watercomne

panics, which had been bankrupted by the Salton Sea accident

Colorado River Compactdivides the river's waters between 4 pper-basin and 3 lower

basin states, with 7.5 millon acre-fee 10 cach basin, and provsion fo lower basin to

et milon scre-fect more. (Virgin flow of ntir iver: approximately 1s million acre

feet)

Bert Vaugh, rsidentof Jacumba, builds the Desert View Tower

General Abelardo . Rodrigue is Governor of the Distrctof Baa California

Final dlineation of Imperial County’s borders, resulting in slightly more erritory.

Boundarics of Los Angeles, San Diego and Riverside countis also fixcd. Riverside

Countyis 7,240 square miles.

Populaton of Cahuila Indians i approximatcly 750,

Firstmiaor fire destroys most of Mexial's Chinesca.
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oul - 6262 tons tang & othe, 5.4 tonspe crs hce 1 512 ons

Abrviaons: < mumber of s not reporied:ac - ctes plated:d - admied o mperialCouny b
e r - rinfarkoads sent ot - i i caroads: i, i tons NB - nosbesting c - euck.
caroads w/MX - mayinclude partof Mesiali Valley.

“The figur o grapefu res s als given as 46152

e Impeia oty Agrcultral Commission papers st o i his e

ln his e the Chamber of ommerce swiches fom numbersof i e 0 ubers of acesof .
s | ey asume thatt i pint n e, 1600 ornge res - 25 actes: n ther words, 14cre -
G orange res.

“ere and i some subseguent yeas crops re subivided nto March, Augustand Ocober acres.Fo he
Sakeof simpificaton | s Marchacres.

By simple division it would ettt akes 101 grapefui s t il rrosd cu of it

iy division, it woukd s hat it ke 16312 oane tees o prodsce  alroad car of i, whichwould b
very e

Wealsofindthe gureof 143 acres mived s, whic it

ReleantFruit nd Nut” age missing fom thi opy of e repor. Sl 43 scres mied s,

108 acres misedcitrus,

i aces mied cirs,
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“Trees brought into the country,” 1912-17.
Nodata

1,426 nonbearing.

May include Mexicali Valley.

4,280 nonbearing

“Admitted into Imperial County.”

1,012 nonbearing,

1,012 nonbearing,

Number nonbearing not specified.
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CIA. MEXICANA DE TERRENOS DEL
RI0O COLORADO, §. A.

Se hace del Conccimiento de los ocupzmtes lega-"" ¢
les de terrenos en proceso de colonizacion en el "'
Valle de 'Mexicali, que por acuerdo de esta col
paiifa y de la Comision Nacional de Colonizacién
SE AMPLIO EL PLAZO HASTA EL DIA 31 I)E
JULIO DE 1949.
Para que regularicensu smla ot
con su Admisién como colonos'y con la- celeb
cién de sus contratos de compra venta, confs
me al contrato de colonizacion de 23 de Abril de
1948 y sus Reformas de 9 de Septiembre del mi

mo ano.
ATENTAMENT!
Mexicali, B. Cfa., Abril &}9{9
Ing. Alberto Celaya V.- Gerente
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DISEASE RATES (per 100,000)

Discase USS.average  Califomia-Mexico border  Mexican average.
Amebiasis 134 138 7988
HepatitisA 126 3710 sox
Shigellosis 109 353 2
Typhoid* oz o4 361

D F. W, Peterson reprted back n 1915: “Typhoid fever has been in evidence in the Valley

sincethe firs.
theline into Ar
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2006

Philip L Fradkin publishes A Riser No More AL the Gulfof Calforni, he says, the
presence of the Colorado “depends on when thetoilt i being fushed.

Cathedral Gty incorporates.

Miguel dea Madrid i President of Mesico.

La Quinta incorporates.

The U.. informs Mexicothat seepage from the All-Amercan Canalis American prop-
eny.

Baja Calfornia urban population reaches 1,350,000,

Disastrous carthquake in Mexico City.

Leonard Knight begins painting Sabation Mountain

The clevision showSixty Minutes” cll the New Riverthe most plluted rier in the
world

“The U.S. Immigration Reform and Control Act punishes exmployers of llgal workers
and anmesties some permanent esidents,

Carlos Salins de Gortri i President of Mexico.

Salvation Mountain collapses becatise sand was used in the adobe, Leonard starts
Earnings sent fromllegal workers 1o Mexico now at $1.25 bilion a year.
of Califoria population subject o water rationing, due tothe drought
1991, that figure will rise 10 7. Dy

Coachella Vlley,the

1987, by
o senior water rights, Impertal County, the
ima Indian resersation and Blythe are lagely unaffected.

1950
After heavy rains Salvation Mountain collpses; Leonard promply begin redoing the
work.

nperial County's gross agricultural income surpasses $1billon fo th first tin
“Third major fire destroys most of Mexical's Chinesca.
North American Fre Trade Agreement [NAFTA) creates 2 common market consisting
of Canada,the U.S. and Mesico.
President Salinas privatizes the gidos.
Mexico eplaces Japan s the secondargest importer of .S, manufcures.
Death of Gsar Chivez.

Ernesto Zedilo s President of Mosico,
Operaton Gatekeeper begins.
NAFTA comes into efec
aperial County and the state of Californ
aallingta toxic nightmare.* Independer
s savd.
“The Tijuana maguiladora Metals y Derivados gets shut down by the Mexican govern-
ment. An arrest warrant i ssed for its owner, José Kahin, wheo hasillegally abandoned
sixthousand melrictons of eadslag, Kahn escapes (o San Diego, where he dies  free
7.5 millon tilapi i 3 single day

atcanpt o bulldoze Salaton Mot
testing inds no poisons; Sabation Moun.

he Salton Sc.

2000

Vicente Fox ends PRI stranglehold and becomes President of Mexico

Rural population of Califoria s 5 5%.

Populaton of Imperial County s more than 142,000,

“Signifcant salinization is damaging about 35 percent of theirrigated land in Caifor-
iaand nearly 70 percent of that in the lower Colorado River basin.”

Deaths of palo along the entire Mexico-U.S. border seta record of 385.
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Refrigerators,
Ice (ream Freezers,

Everything in Hardware
[0 we havent gol what you
want we will ge it for you,

WILBUR CLARK

Postaffice Store, Imperial, Cal.
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Soclal Security $4
County Jail  $6
Out of Imperial $8, 9,10 and more
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Walker and his followers captured and executed in Honduras.
California's population i 379,999 (a 310% increase from 1350).

Pony Express begins operaton.

Gold discovered by an Indian a Picach aperial Connty:

German immiigrants estabish the rrigated colony of Anheim.

California Swarap and Overflow Act reulsin many Chineselaborers”buidinglevees
in the Sactamento Delta

Bad drought n California destroys many large cat
Wilber Clark born in fow,

Actfor the Protecton of Wihite Labor in California.
Mexican prospectors commence operations a Picacho
Emperor Maximilian von Hapsburg rules Mexico,
W Holtbor

Completion of the Centrl Pacfc Rilroad, which promply recruits Chincse aborers
for further constrction.

Birth of Albert Henry Laeson.

Completion of the U, Transcontinental Rlroad

Economic depession reaches California. Also he time of “orange fesr” n southern
California

California's population i 560,247-

Firstsucessfil American planting of the navel orange, by Willam Saunders of the
USDA.

Foundation ofthecity of Riverside. Digging of s first canal

Near present Interstte 15, 2. mills castof western Imperial County border, Moun.
tain Springs Sation stone tollbose (bl s storchouse in 1863) n se b San Dicgo
and Fort Yuma Turnpike Co.

First orange ree planted in Riverside.

In Los Angeles, the “Chinese Massacre” wipes out anywhere from 18 10 72 Chinese
depending on which sources you read) affer a Chinese kil a Cancasian who ris to
stopatong killing

L M. Holt arrives
Southern Pacific survey crew chooses 3 aiload line near Indian Wels, which soon
willbecalled Indio.

Death of Cave ohnson Couts.
Population of Los Angles reaches 11,000.
Guillermo Anidrade’s syndicate comprised mestly of Mexicans lving in San Francisco,
begins operation. They establish Colonia Lerdo in the Mexical Valls.In shortorder
they willsll out fo Thomas Bythe.

Mrs. L. C.Tibbets plants the first navel orange in Riverside:
“The Porfirato,or era o Porfrio
First period in which Porfiro Diaz s Mexican head of state.

116,000 Chinese in Califoria; 15,000 inall Uz, including 6,000 wornen

The Southern Pacific Railroad reaches Los Angele. Sevice to and from Indio begins.
“Town of Coachell (then called “Woodspus

Old Beach railroad stop estabished. In 1914 it will becorme Niland. Southern Pacific
line crosses the Colorado River, puttng the stesmboat to Yumna out of business,
“Thomas Blythe irigats Palo Verde using Colorado River water.

First Citrus Firin Riverside.

California’s population is 864,694

Chinese Exclusion Act forbids further immigation from China for 10 years and pro-
h nese alradyresident n the U.S.from becoming America ciizer

George Chaffey founds the rrigated colony of Etiwanda.

ches.

Riverside.
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redt. Amer, Legion has at Branley emergemay commithee. Pabroled and garded
(i) et i cade of Enithgune. Commnfer efnced 15 times before calfing
ot his commitiee. 40 memlert vespoded. All imon i as deptics. Tried bo
3ot i Disilding. Chief of Police hit over hend with bnr. Tear gad bl thromn
iy Carme vint fighting. Fomnd meder platform lnench of $-400 chclit. Masmy
had gpikes thim end. Climmed b b ied for fremovd.
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2003

2005

2006
2008

Salinity o Salton Sea 46,000 ppm.

Imperial erigation Disrictfarmers pay $15.50 per acre-foot of water (31 trmes the 1901
figure). San Diego wants 10 buy it a $a50 per acre-ool
Senator Rarbara Boxer proclaimis Sahation Mountain
The Mexicali magquiladora Hlor e Bja produces the lrgest taco in the world. Then it
shuts down. At this juncture the workers are llgedlylocked together in the cold oom
ntil they sign away many of theirrights.

Deaths ofpalosalong the enire Mexico-U.S. border et new record of 460, “mastly
Mexicans,”and 261 of them “while crossing the Arizona deserts.”

Los Angeles agrees o rlease 9,000 aerefoct of water back into the Owens River

A prottypeof the new “irtual border s to gard Northside from Souhside.

sional rcasure
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1904 Pope Pius upgrades the Virgin of Guadalupe's shrine 0. baslca.

190 “Moxicanofficials decided it wasime1o stabish acustoms post on the Mexican sde
ofthe boundary I

1904 corporation of mpetial on sccond

igoq HareyLyon, mtivea Turke, arivs i the mperal Vallywilh His wite Juls.

1904 USDAcstablshes an expermental dat siaton near Mecea, singeutings from Egypt
and Arabia

1904 Arralof the Colorado Rivee Land Company in the Mosical Valoy

1904 heie canls are sling up and since Congress won grant them any American
waterights,the 1mperia Valley watr comparies make: cut n the Colorado River i
Mesican eritor for the mew mperil Caml. A seies of loads widenstis cut dan-
o

1905 hes his riumphalist evision of The Conguest of Arid

1905 foriais 3%

1905 00,000

1905 Populationofthe Imperial Valey i 10,000,

1905 Founding of F Genteoorginally clld Cabarke).

1905 Closingof old mine at Hedges (Tumes).

1g0s  binhof mper

igos  Finstain

1905 Widening of the Mecan cu Coorado River flods the New River
channel. Salon S formee.

1905 on S 3350 pats per millon (pm).

19068 Aaverage annual virgn flow of Colrado River t Glorado River Corpct oiot - 151

ilon acrefet.

1996 San Dicgo and Arizona Rabwaysincorporatd.

1906 Ol Beach rarosd stop becomes hpeial unction.

1906 Golorado Rivr now drops 1 fotthrough Meican cut Mosical washed away by the
New Rive flood. Silsbee abandoned

1907 then Pacfc Railroad scas off the Mevicn cut.

1907 wperal County reaks away from (o i some versionsis soughed off o) San Dicgo
County on 15 Augus.Aves 741760 acres (9iargest county i the sat). F Centro
becomesthecounty sea.

1907 Population of Clexco s 500, of Ml 00,

1907 First school i Theral,

1907 Los Angeles passes  bond inifitive to inance the Owens Valley Aquedct,

1908 incorporat

190y Estimated populaton of £l Centro s 3,000.

1909 Estimated popultion of Los Angels i 352,000,

1909 Total assesed value of property in nperal Couny is $71.168.146. Actes gt
181,545 Valucof produce cx

1909 Sonthern Pacifc Raeoad aks o b ren
for closing the Colrado River brcak.

1909 Howof olorado River at Yum i 26 millo acre-fec, (S enry for 1934)

1909 First gambling house opens in Mevicli

1910
1g10-30. Imperial County i he third-ascstgroving county i the U
1910 Almost 20,000 peoplen the Iperal Vally (ater Cliformia Bosrd of Equalzation

estimate: 13591, or 0.57% of Califoria total )
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Fray Luis Jayme martyred by Yo
S Dicgo River.

Californa separated from New Spain and made a semiautonomous territory
Yuman chief Palma baptzed in Mexico City and confirmed in Durango, with de Anza
as his godfather.

De Anza appinted Governor of New Meico.

Firstpublic execution in wht il be Upper California: 4 insurgent ndian chicfsshot
by firing squad n San Dicgo.

o of 2 missions at the junction of the Colorado and Gilarivers: Portzucla
de la Concepeitn (the future site o Fort Yuma), and Puerto de San Diablo about 10
miles southward. (Altemate names: Mission Purisma and Mission San Pedro y San
Pablo,)

Palima bapized.

(Colonists arive at the 2 Colorado missions. They treatthe Indians badly. Begin
of gold mining in Cargo Muchacho area of Imperial.

“The Yuma Massacre: Boh missions get wiped out by Indians. Men massacred, women
and children taken captve, ate ransomed. Spanish reprisals accomplish litle. No
furtherattempt o raise missions n this area.

Foundation of Los Angeles.

Governor of the Califorias Pedro Fages and Ensign José Velizquez explore Laguna
Salada,the Colotado Delta and part of Imperial Vally in scarch of  and roue 0 Alta
Califoria to replace the ane throvugh the former Yuma missions. The Cucapahs are
hostic.

Spanishspesking popuation o Los Angeles is 139,

Acting Governor José oaquin Arrillagaeads a new expedition through orihern Baa,
Laguna Salada and the Delta up o the Rio Hardy. He winds up in San Diego.
Foundation of Mission San Luis Rey de Francia, 134 eagucsfrom San

ndians at Mission San Diego de Alcali on the

®

18001850

Waterin Salton Sink half dozen times,
More than 17,000 inhabitants of Calforni.

About 6 millon people in Mexico

ULS. makes Louisiana Purchase from France, Southwestern (Mexican) boundary of
his remains vague.

Upper California incorporated s a province called Nueva Califoria,

A Mexican pries aises p the Virgi of Guadalupe's image a anicon o independence
from Spas

‘Adams.Onis Treatydemarcates the MencanAmerican border. Within Mexico:the fs
ture California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas and then some.
Abolition of the Inquisiton in Mesico.

Francisco Novela becomes last pre-Independenice Mesican head of sate (Juan
O"Donessucceeds him but docs not serve

Birth of Cave ohnson Couts

Under Augustin de lturbide, Mexico dechares independence from Spain.Septermber 16
becomes anational holiday

Reign of Hturbide.

Califoria aso declres independence from Spain, affirms dependence on Mexico.
James 0. Patte ravels from Kentucky to California and back again, trapping beavers
on the Colorado River and rekking across the desert of Imperial-

Mexican constitution abolishes slavery, affirms preeminence of Cathlic Ch
grants President emergency dicttoril povers

Nueta California becomes Al California

Kumeyaay Indians kil sodiers and injure 3 others at Fort Pacheco,the only Mexican
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ot Alta California. Locaton: halfa milewest of present iy of rmperial, on western
bank ofthe New Riser.

Los Angeles boasts 82 houses

USS-offers Menico 1 millon for Texas.

UsS.offers Mexico 8 million for Teas.

Mexico defeats 3 Spanish atempt 1o reconquer the counry

Juan Bandini reccives a grant o the 1,600 hectres of Canada de Tecat, site of the
e city.

“Traty of Limits recognizes Menican sovereigty over Tewas.

California divided intodistricts.

Actof Secularization confiscates Franciscan esttes in Mexico (not put nto rigorous
effect untl 1846; but weakens power of California missions).

‘Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna i and outofoffic.
Seculaization of missions begins in Upper and Lower Calforn
Richard Henry Dana, . vists Mexican Califoria as 2 common salor
Los Angeles becomes the terrtoral capital of Alta Clifonia,

“Texas Wars of Independence.

“Towas decares isela sovereign republic

American Californians aise 2 one-star flag and revolt against Mesico. They are ap-
peased with ower axcs.

Willam Harinell serves 15 Visitador Generalof the Missions of Alta California

L M. Hol born n Michign.

American immigrants reach Los Angeles.

Eugine Duflot de Mofras visits California. When he returns o France the following
year, he publishes a memoir estimating the area at 500,000 square miles and the
populationat 5,000 excluding Indians (4,000 people of Spanish origin, 9o Mexicans,
900-0dd Anglos and Americans

General John C. Frémont sconts outthe Coachella Valey:

I his essay “The Young American,” Emerson writes, “The bountful continent is
U.S. and Texas sign the Texas Amnexation Treaty

Wagon route 0 Calforni established.

Mexico grants 3,000 square leagues of Calforia,including San Francisco Bay,toan
Irish pricst.

UsS. formally annexes s and offers Mesico 85 million for it

(Captain James Hobbs finds the remains of 17 immigrants who died of thirst not far
from the New River.

Lieutenant W. H. Finory writes 3 report whose purview ing
and the Imperia Valey.

Mexican War.

Donner Pary resorts to cannibals

American flag aised over San Dicgo.

Battle of San Gabriel near Los Angeles ends Mexican controlof Ala Calfornia.
“Traty of Guadalupe Hidalgo cedes halfof Mexico 0 U.S. including much of the area
which 1 call Imperial. U.S. pays Mexico $15 millon.

James Marshall finds gold near Suttr's Ml Calfornia Gold Rush begins,

First few Chinese arriv in Calfornia, possibly via Peru o on the brig Fagle

“Texan ferrymen at Yuma crossing massacred in revenge for ther contimied and re.
peated rapes of ndian and Mesican women pissengers.

First stcamboat ascends Colorado Riser from Sca of Cors.

Colonel Cave Johnson Couts,fllowing more o less the same route as Hobbs, inds
Imperialolerably dy. He stablishes Camp Slvaton (present.day location: Rockwood
Plaza n Calexico) s  estsop fo goldseckers. Camp Salvtion ass fom Septe!
through December

s the Colorado River
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Acreage

Number of Farms  Average Aceage  Median Acrcage

Galifornia 79,631 346 3

‘Countiesin the entity which 1 call Imperial, and their rivals

Imperial 537 (41" 957 (7). 402 (1)
Riverside 3186 (5) 180 (40) 10/(53)

San Diego 5:255 (3) 78 (54) 5 (tied for 54)
Los Angeles 1543 (15) 72 (55) 5 (tied for 54)

Highest-ranking other counties in chosen categorics

Fresno 6.281 (1)
Inyo 2668 (1)
Modoc 400 (2)

*Iihe mumber in parentheses afir each entry ndicate the county's rank for that datum. For
instance, the ()" following Imperial County's median acreage value shows t
jghest median acreage of any ofthe stae’s 58 countics.
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Imperial
Riverside
San Diego

Los Angeles

CALIFORNIA

Note:The 1974 defini

555)

$293,222,000

223,333,000
117.813,000

106,085,000

3898330000

n ofa farmis used.

1974
$573,938,000

374:778.000
206,430,000

146,407,000

7:399.623,000

+96%
+68%
+75%
+38%

+99%
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SPACE  NAME DESCRIPTION

E3 MARTHA G.VERDUGO LUQUE BOXES UNKNOWN
HSE ESFRAIN CASTELLANO EYEGLASSES
D131 REYNALDO MIRANDA CHACON HOUSEHOLD GOODS .

D4 PRISCILLA ANN SANDOVAL .. BOXES - CONTENTS UNKNOWN
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1927

1927
1938

1928
1928
1938
1929
1929
1929
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19508
1950

Willam Mulholland and assocates raft down the Colorado River sceki
Al

sites for the

Upton . for reading aloud from the Bill of
Rights.

UsS. Border Patrolcstablished.

Johns: of Mexicans o the US.A.

End of the realestate boom n southern California
Death of “John Doc unknown Mesican,” ged about 35, of heatstroke on Southern
orth of mperial city. Local registered death .

Death of Ménica Gordins, aged 3 months, fher unknown, mother Mexican, of heat
prostrtion,in Imperial ity Localregstee death mumber 29,

Owens Valey anchers dyanamite Los Angeles Aqueduct near Alabama Gate, causing
minor damage.

Pucblo i Los Angeles sid to contin largest Mexican populaton outsde of Mexico
ity All the same, strong anti-Mesican feing s noted in LA, for the restof the de-
ade.

Puerie Blanco (New Town Bridge) connects Mesical o Colonia Pueblo Nuevo. Mu-
nicipal theater and ibrary constructed.

“The Ku Kiux Klan opens shop n Riverside; n the
in Chinatown and he chases them offwith a shoig
Gradual demise of Riverside’s Chinatown.
Firstlots sod in Cathedral City.

Levee breach causes o damage o the Imperial Valle and mild damage to Mesicali
Death of Albert Henry Larson, famer, 7 miles northvwest of nperial ciy Death ce
tificate reads: “Suicide by shoofing and slashing wrist with 1 azor.™

Owens Valley farmers plant more bombs in Los Angeles Aqueduct; Los Angels nst

i they threat

George Wong.

atesa state audit which inds Owens Vally banks guilty of raud. Los Angeles then
wins the “water war.

fitan Water District (MW D), which
geles and San Dicgo.

Birth of César Chivez, near Yum.

ollapse of the Saint Francis Darm bt by Willam Mulholland for Los Angeles. About
500 deaths result

A California cons
iparian watr ights.

Swingohnson bil o fund the All-American Canal passes.

Imperial Vally workers form La Unién de-Trabsjadores del Valle Imperial. When their
demand for an increase in cantaloupe pickers” wages i denicd, wildeat stikes begin
butare crushed.

California Limitation Act grants the satea celing of 4.4 milion acre fectof Colorado
River Water plus up to halfof any remaining unchimed surplus water

“The wates o Salto Sca are almostas saly as the occan.”

Great Depression begins.

1 2003 comprises 27 agen:

1930
“Tiwentyfive percent of Calfornia's land was owned by only 2 percent of ts ar-
W, Rtcliff carves sone animals in rock garden around the Desert View Tower.
Population of mperial Countyis 60,903, 0 1.079% of Calfornia otal.(perial Valley
Directory estimate: “About 50,000 ... Local st 65,000.") Totalassessed value

bl property peaks at $6,257.231. 1 willdeclin

assessed value n 1929: 855,718,654
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Population of tmperial County is5t.400 (preliminary figure), or .50% of Calfornia's
otal.
Death of “Hetzel the Photographer”

1950
of Mexicali s 64,660.

of tmperial County s Ga.513. Totalcvilian incomme s $122,555,000. Cult-
vated,urban or industialland i 507,000 acres. Desert o barren land i 2,222,000
actes, The Salton Sea,says the Calfornia Bue Book for thatyear, i “destined to disap-
pear

Regarding San icgo, “no par of the countey maintains so high a clain for the
able:and sociable qualitis of the fairer porton of its

California s now the second most populous st

cash income from agriculure carned by Califor

Salinityof Salton Sea 3800 ppn.

Bracero Program reactivated t admit 4. million Mexican field workers to U..
WF. Holtdi

the U.S. More than 1% of Us.
farmers.

“The Northern Territory of Baja Cliforia becomes the Estado Libre y Soberande Baja
Galifornia,
itiaion ofthe Arizona . Calfonialawsuit over Colorado River water.

Opertion Wetback (General Joseph May Swing in command) deports 1 millon llegal
aliens.
Population of Mexicali s 80,000.

nissoner in Tmperial County.

Adolfo Lipez Matcos is President of Mexico.
Population of mperial County has increased by 7800 since 1950, a 139 ncrease, but
only  quarter he average rate for souther Calforna 25 a whole.

ULS. Supreme Court unanimansly upholds the 1902 160-acre imitaion n
Do decision.

Gésar Chvr organizes in Oxnard against the granting of Califoria feld wrktolower.
paid braceros in place of Mexican-Americans

famous

1960
Second San Dicgo.
Saliityof Salton Sea 550 ppin.

Population of Mexical i 174,344. The nunicipality a5  whole also con
rural people.

“The Colorado River s now so heavily utiized that it pters out in the desert before.
reaching the Gulf of California.

Arizona's Wellion:Mohawk Irrigation and Drainage Distritrasesthe salinitylevel of
the Colorado River 103 point where Meican crops show signs of poisoning: Mexican
farmers protst.

Arson destroys the Barbara Worth Hotlin Fl Centro.

Gésar Chivez resigns from the Community Service Organization and begins o build

106793

Population of the Imperial Vally is about $0,000.
Desert Hot Springs incorporates.

Supremme Courtdecision in Arizona . Calfornia educes California' share of Colorado
River water

Los Angeles constructs  sccond aquedet n the Osens Vally.

Gustavo Diaz Ordaz s President of Mexico

Populaton of Calesico i 10,000.
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