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			Foreword

			The rise of artificial intelligence is a game changer for how we relate to technology. AI raises practical and ethical questions about our future—questions that are currently generating a great deal of anxiety and hope. But AI also raises deeper metaphysical questions about selfhood and humanity. What does it mean to be a person? What gives human life value? Are human beings truly unique? If so, how? Though these questions are increasingly unavoidable, most people are underprepared to answer them.

			Jason McKinney has written a wonderful book that walks us through the fundamental contours of human uniqueness. Emphasizing the unparalleled nature of the human person, he offers a balanced and careful analysis of AI, demonstrating that it is possible to utilize it as a tool while resisting its very real dangers.

			The question driving McKinney’s book is: what are the necessary conditions of selfhood? He explores various features of our humanity, including consciousness, free will, sentience, the soul, the body, and imagination. The ultimate basis for human exceptionalism, according to McKinney, is creation in the image of God. Human uniqueness is ultimately a theological reality, bestowed from above. This conviction arises not from prejudice, but from an awareness of our qualitative uniqueness, manifest in many diverse aspects of human culture and life but ultimately rooted in our relationship with our Creator.

			McKinney avoids classifying AI as purely bad. It can function as a helpful tool, but it must be held in check: any wise use of AI must begin with a proper appraisal of its nature. That is what McKinney offers in this book. Along the way, the discussion raises all kinds of fascinating issues, such as the nature of angels.

			The nature of AI is a topic that can no longer be avoided. Whether you are just entering the conversation or coming with a particular question in mind, I highly recommend What is a Person in the age of AI?. This is a topic that must be addressed head on. The implications are far-reaching and increasingly relevant. As we consider the reality of personhood, we come face-to-face with the most fundamental questions of life: who we are, and where we find meaning. It is only when we have clarity about our own nature that we can appreciate the wondrous and happy discovery that reality itself is Personal.

			~Gavin Ortlund, PhD, Fuller Seminary

			Dr. Ortlund serves as President of Truth Unites, Theologian-in-Residence at Immanuel Nashville, and Visiting Professor of Historical Theology at Phoenix Seminary. He is the author of numerous books, including Why God Makes Sense in a World that Doesn’t.

		

	
		
			

			Introduction

			I recently taught an undergraduate class about copyright in a Survey of Music Business course. Copyright can get quite complex in many ways, but what constitutes an author has traditionally been straightforward. That is until recently. In 2023, a song went viral that mimicked the voices and style of artists Drake and The Weeknd. While a ghostwriter technically wrote the song, there was significant controversy because the writer wasn’t just influenced by Drake and The Weeknd but used AI to data scrape their styles and voices. The song was allowed to be submitted for Grammy consideration. This was allowed because a human technically wrote the song. The Recording Academy has stated that only human creations are eligible. Further the U.S. Copyright office in 2025 further clarified in Part 2 of the Copyright and Artificial Intelligence Report that human contribution is necessary, essential, and must be perceptible for a work to meet the threshold of copyrightability. The legal issues on AI and copyright are by no means settled, however there at least seems be a stake in the ground. However, with AI song generators like Suno and LimeWire Audio the barrier to entry in order to create a professional, marketable, and historically monetizable work, has literally zeroed out. An article in Digital News states of Limewire, “The company says its AI Music Studio will introduce a revolutionary, easy-to-use interface that empowers individuals, regardless of their experience, to become music artists.” In essence, with simple prompts, anyone can create songs with the help of AI—however, the AI will data scrape artists’ past songs, including their musical and lyrical style. The entrance of AI-generated content, and where the AI get their “ideas” from, complicates the issue of who is an author both legally and ethically. When the thread of this is pulled to its conclusion, it takes the issue back to what it means to be a human.

			The following is an outline of the conversation regarding copyright that took place in the classroom.

			Professor: For a song created with the prompt, write me a track like Led Zeppelin but with the lyrical styling of Michael Jackson and a vocal melody like Bruno Mars. Who should be the author?

			Student A: The author is the person who put in the prompts. They had the initial idea and that idea is perceptible.

			Professor: Remember, ideas cannot be copyrighted. The idea must be put into a fixed form to be copyrightable, ideas are not in themselves perceptible.

			Student A: Didn’t they put it into a fixed form by writing the prompt?

			Professor: Technically, the AI put the idea into a fixed form. Again ideas, in this case prompts, cannot be copyrighted. I could have the idea for a song about a washing machine run by aliens in the style of a gospel hymn played on the didgeridoo and phrased like Tom Waits in the key of H# at 1654bpms in 4/4 time, but I did not write a song. If you took that idea and wrote a song with those specifications, you wrote the song.

			Student B: Yes, because if you (professor) didn’t come up with any melody or lyrics, you didn’t write the song. The lyrics and melody are what make an author.

			Student A: That is true; then it would be the artists being mimicked or data scraped.

			Student C: That can’t be. We all mimic artists by whom we are influenced. The Beatles datascraped Carl Perkins, and countless artists have mimicked the Beatles. The AI is just better at mimicking than we are.

			Student D: Then the author is the person who created the AI to begin with, right?

			Professor: If you follow that logic, should I not get all my son’s copyrights because he is a songwriter and recording artist? I mean, I created him.

			Student A: But you didn’t actively participate in writing any of your son’s songs. He came up with those ideas and put them into fixed form. The songs came from his thoughts.

			Student B: Even if you gave him the idea for the song, if your son wrote it, he should get the copyrights. Ideas aren’t songs.

			Student C: So, then the AI itself is the author? How does that work? How would AI get paid?

			Professor: Only people (or groups of people incorporated) can own intellectual property… song copyrights being intellectual property, how can AI be given ownership? The copyright office has said AI created works cannot be copyrighted, but should they be? Is this the ethical stance?

			Student E: For now it is, but what if AI can create content on its own without a prompt and they have or will reach the point where they are self-aware and conscious, they become a person!

			Professor: The terms human and person are synonymous. To date, only humans have been granted a person or selfhood status. Are you saying AI can be human or that personhood is not necessarily tied to being a human?

			Student E: I think the second one. Why is it that only humans can be persons? In the age we live in now, what gives us the right to say that only we can be persons?

			The question at the heart of that final statement is, what are the necessary conditions of selfhood, and why can’t AI meet them? This question is born out of the bigger, perhaps biggest, philosophical question facing contemporary culture: what does it mean to be human? Humans face this question as a kind (intrinsic to the species) and a type (specific to groups of individuals or individuals). I will go through a thought experiment where I will deconstruct philosophical assumptions about what makes a person a person. I will break down different variables often asserted as making humans different and try to determine if they are necessary. This argument might seem circular to some as I deconstruct the assumptions that humans are people. It seems like all philosophy
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