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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to mostly university students. I've taught every class under the sun! These days, I'm living and teaching on Vancouver Island, Canada.

I hold a Masters degree and I've completed the CELTA and DELTA teacher certification programs. You can find me here:

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Instagram: www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

ESL Speaking: www.eslspeaking.org

You might also be interested in these books: Advanced English Conversation Dialogues and The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use. Both of them are by Jackie Bolen. You can find them wherever you like to buy books. They have hundreds of helpful English phrases and expressions that can be used in a wide variety of situations. Learn to speak more fluently in American English.
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​Introduction to the Book 
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Welcome to this book designed to help you expand your knowledge and understanding of English vocabulary related to LGBTQ+ history and current issues. My goal is to help you speak and write more fluently. Plus, be able to understand more of what you hear and read. 

Let's face it, English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find English dialogues, vocabulary words and phrases that are ideal for intermediate level students. The best way to learn new vocabulary is in context.To get the most bang for your buck, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Try to use some of the phrases and expressions in real life. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English!

−  Consider studying with a friend so you can help each other stay motivated. 

−  Use a notebook and write down new words, idioms, or expressions, that you run across. Review frequently so that they stay fresh in your mind. 

−  Be sure to answer the questions at the end of each lesson. I recommend trying to do this from memory. No peeking!

−  I recommend doing one lesson a day. This will be more beneficial than finishing the entire book in a week or two. 
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​Same-Sex Marriage
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Maya: Did you know that not all countries recognize same-sex marriage?
Leo: Yeah, I’ve read that only some countries have made it fully legal.
Maya: That’s right. In many places, same-sex couples still don’t have the same legal recognition as heterosexual couples.
Leo: What kind of rights are they missing?
Maya: Things like inheritance, adoption, tax benefits, or making medical decisions for their partner.
Leo: That seems unfair. Marriage should offer equal protection to all couples.
Maya: I agree. And in some countries, same-sex marriage is not just illegal—it can even lead to punishment.
Leo: Hopefully, more countries will change their laws in the future.

Vocabulary
same-sex marriage: A legal union between two people of the same gender.
legal recognition: When the law formally accepts or approves something.
inheritance: Property or money received from someone after they die.

Comprehension Questions

	Do all countries legally recognize same-sex marriage?

	What are some legal rights that same-sex couples may not have in some countries?

	What is one serious consequence of same-sex marriage being illegal in certain places?


Answers

	No, not all countries legally recognize same-sex marriage.

	Some rights include inheritance, adoption, tax benefits, and the ability to make medical decisions.

	In some countries, same-sex marriage being illegal can lead to punishment.


Discussion Questions

	Why do you think some countries still do not recognize same-sex marriage?

	How might legal recognition of same-sex marriage improve the lives of LGBTQ+ individuals?

	Should international organizations play a role in promoting marriage equality worldwide?
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​Coming Out Experiences
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Luis: I recently watched a documentary about people coming out in different countries.
Aisha: That sounds interesting. Were their experiences very different?
Luis: Yes, some felt accepted by their families, while others faced rejection or even danger.
Aisha: I guess it depends on the culture and how LGBTQ+ people are viewed there.
Luis: Exactly. In some places, coming out is seen as brave and positive, but in others, it can lead to serious problems.
Aisha: It must take a lot of courage to come out when you know it might put you at risk.
Luis: Definitely. But sharing stories can help others feel less alone.

Vocabulary
coming out: Telling others about your sexual orientation or gender identity.
rejection: The act of refusing to accept or support someone.
culture: The beliefs, customs, and way of life shared by a group of people.

––––––––
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Comprehension Questions

	What does “coming out” mean in this conversation?

	How do coming out experiences vary in different cultures?

	Why is coming out considered courageous in some places?


Answers

	“Coming out” means telling others about one’s sexual orientation or gender identity.

	In some cultures, people are accepted and supported, while in others they may face rejection or danger.

	Because in certain places, coming out can lead to serious social or legal consequences, making it a brave action.


Discussion Questions

	How does culture influence how LGBTQ+ people are treated when they come out?

	What kinds of support can help someone who is coming out?

	How can sharing personal stories change the way people view coming out in different societies?
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​Gender-Affirming Healthcare
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Nina: I’ve read that many transgender people struggle to get gender-affirming healthcare, especially in smaller towns or countries with fewer resources.
Sam: Yes, in some places, it’s very hard to find doctors or clinics that provide these specialized services, and sometimes the medical staff are not well trained in transgender health.
Nina: Plus, insurance often doesn’t cover gender-affirming surgeries or hormone treatments, which makes it very expensive for many people.
Sam: That can make the whole process very stressful and difficult, especially when someone needs ongoing care and support.
Nina: Access to this kind of care is really important for mental health and overall well-being, helping people live as their true selves.

Vocabulary
gender-affirming: Supporting a person’s gender identity, especially through medical care or social recognition.
insurance: A system that helps pay for medical costs or other expenses.
mental health: A person’s emotional and psychological well-being.
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Comprehension Questions

	What difficulties do transgender people face regarding gender-affirming healthcare?

	Why is insurance important for accessing gender-affirming treatments?

	How does access to gender-affirming care affect transgender individuals?


Answers

	They often struggle to find providers, face high costs, and sometimes receive care from medical staff who are not knowledgeable.

	Insurance helps cover the expensive costs of surgeries and treatments.

	Access to care supports better mental health and overall well-being.


Discussion Questions

	How can healthcare systems improve access to gender-affirming care?

	Why is gender-affirming healthcare important for transgender people's mental health?

	What challenges do you think people face when seeking these medical services in different countries?


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Bullying and Harassment in Schools
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Jamie: Did you hear about the report on bullying in schools?
Ravi: No, what did it say?
Jamie: It showed that LGBTQ+ students face a lot of bullying and harassment from classmates.
Ravi: That’s awful. Do schools do anything to stop it?
Jamie: Some schools have support programs, but in many places, teachers don’t even talk about it.
Ravi: That’s a problem. Everyone deserves to feel safe at school.
Jamie: I agree. More education and awareness could make a big difference.

Vocabulary
bullying: Repeated harmful behavior toward someone, often to hurt or control them.
harassment: Unwanted and repeated behavior that causes fear, stress, or harm.
awareness: Understanding or knowledge about a problem or issue.
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Comprehension Questions

	What kind of problems do LGBTQ+ students face in schools?

	How do some schools respond to bullying and harassment?

	Why is awareness important in preventing bullying?


Answers

	LGBTQ+ students often face bullying and harassment from classmates.

	Some schools have support programs, but others ignore the problem.

	Awareness helps people recognize and understand the issue, which can lead to better support and prevention.


Discussion Questions

	What can schools do to create a safer environment for LGBTQ+ students?

	How can students support their LGBTQ+ classmates who are being bullied?

	Why do you think bullying of LGBTQ+ students is still common in many schools?
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​LGBTQ+ Refugees and Asylum Seekers

[image: ]


Nina: I read about LGBTQ+ people who have to flee their countries just to stay safe.
Omar: Yeah, they often apply for asylum in places where being LGBTQ+ is not a crime.
Nina: It’s heartbreaking. Some of them are rejected or have to wait years.
Omar: And they can face more discrimination in refugee camps or during the asylum process.
Nina: It’s not just about escaping danger—they also need support after they arrive.
Omar: True. Safety should include both legal protection and respect from society.

Vocabulary
asylum: Protection given by a country to someone fleeing danger in their home country.
refugee: A person who has left their home country because of war, violence, or persecution.
discrimination: Unfair treatment of people because of who they are.
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Comprehension Questions

	Why do some LGBTQ+ people become refugees?

	What challenges might LGBTQ+ refugees face during the asylum process?

	What kind of support do they need after arriving in a safer country?


Answers

	They may flee their countries to escape violence, punishment, or discrimination for being LGBTQ+.

	They may face rejection, long delays, or more discrimination in camps or during interviews.

	They need legal protection, safe housing, and social support to live with dignity.


Discussion Questions

	How do you think LGBTQ+ refugees feel when they are not accepted in either their home or new countries?

	What can governments do to better protect LGBTQ+ asylum seekers?

	Should LGBTQ+ identity be considered a strong reason for granting asylum? Why or why not?
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​Transgender Rights
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Elena: Did you know that in some countries, transgender people can’t legally change their gender?
Max: Really? I thought it was possible everywhere now.
Elena: Not yet. Some places still require surgery or medical proof before they allow it.
Max: That seems unfair. People should be able to choose how they identify without going through that.
Elena: I agree. Legal recognition is important for things like ID cards, jobs, and healthcare.
Max: It’s about dignity and equal rights.

Vocabulary
transgender: Describes someone whose gender identity is different from the sex they were assigned at birth.
legal recognition: When the government officially accepts and records a person’s identity or status.
identity: A person’s sense of who they are, including gender, culture, and beliefs.
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Comprehension Questions

	What does it mean to be transgender?

	Why is legal gender recognition important?

	What are some barriers transgender people face when trying to change their legal gender?


Answers

	It means a person’s gender identity is different from the sex they were assigned at birth.

	It helps people access services like healthcare and jobs and be recognized by society.

	Barriers include needing surgery, medical proof, or living in places where it is not legally allowed.


Discussion Questions

	Should governments allow people to change their legal gender without medical requirements? Why or why not?

	How does a lack of legal recognition affect the daily lives of transgender individuals?

	What can society do to better support transgender rights?
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