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Moses’ life of importance and value
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If we examine the life of Moses, we find numerous spiritual lessons that benefit any disciple of Jesus. Is his life important? Most assuredly, as this volume of work explores. He was a murderer, yet God used him mightily. He was almost killed as an infant, yet survived to do great things for God, leading a life of worth and value for 120 years. He survived the harshness of two wilderness journeys, totalling 80 years, and rightly takes his place, even though human, as one of the great heroes of the Bible.

Of how many biblical ‘heroes’ can you say that God Himself buried them (Deuteronomy 34:6)? God had not chosen to reveal much to us about the circumstances of Moses’ death. We know that he was 120 years old when he died, “yet his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone” (Deuteronomy 34:7). Despite his age, Moses was still in his prime when he was called home. At the end of Moses’ life, God gave Moses a glimpse of the land he had left Egypt for. Moses was ‘buried’ in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth Per, but no one knows his grave to this day (Deuteronomy 34:5–6).

Scholars have suggested that God buried Moses secretly and without a grave marker to prevent the grave from becoming a shrine or a place of worship. As the Israelites were prone to idolatry, this seems plausible. Others believe that there was no grave at all and that Moses was translated in the manner of Enoch and Elijah. These scholars point to the appearance of Moses with Elijah on the Mount of the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1–10). The problem with this latter view is that the Bible specifically says Moses “died” and “was buried” (Deuteronomy 34:7). In any case, the circumstance of God personally burying someone and keeping the burial place secret is unique in all of Scripture.

Another mystery involves Jude 1:9, where we learn that, when Moses died, the archangel Michael contended with the devil over the body of Moses. We are not told exactly when this angelic argument occurred, although it was likely at the time of Moses’ burial. We also don’t know why the devil and Michael would be arguing over the body. Whatever the reason for the dispute, Satan lost the battle. It also highlights the significance of Moses in Israel's history and ultimately underscores the crucial role he played in God’s master plan of redemption, which culminates in Jesus Christ's fulfilment.

In Mark 9, we read, “2 Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led them up on a high mountain apart by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. 3 His clothes became shining, exceedingly white, like snow, such as no launderer on earth can whiten them. 4 And Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.” There are countless debates on why Elijah and Moses appeared with Jesus. Some say they represent the prophets and the law, even though Moses was one of the greatest prophets (of human nature) we lived. The fact remains that Moses was among the three on the mount, which shows his incredible importance when it comes to the fulfilment of God’s redemptive plan for Jews and Gentiles.

The purpose of the transfiguration of Christ into at least a part of His heavenly glory was most likely so that the “inner circle” of His disciples could gain a greater understanding of who Jesus was. Christ underwent a dramatic change in appearance so that the disciples could behold Him in His glory. The disciples, who had only known Him in His human body, now had a greater realisation of the deity of Christ, though they could not fully comprehend it. That gave them the reassurance they needed after hearing the shocking news of His coming death. God’s voice from heaven – “Listen to Him!” - showed that the Law and the Prophets (as some would say represented by Moses and Elijah) must give way to Jesus.

In the chapter ‘Moses and Jesus’ in this volume of work, we see how Moses as a prophet played a vital role in pointing towards the life and the ministry of Jesus. After all, just as God gave Moses a vision of heaven that became a pattern for the tabernacle (see Exodus 25:9, 40), he also gave Moses a vision of the Prophet (Jesus the Son of God) who would lead Israel on a new exodus. He’s not just a spokesman for God, as Aaron was for Moses (Exodus 7:1), nor was he one who received dreams and visions from God like other prophets (Numbers 12:6–8). Rather, Moses was a prophet who spoke face to face with Yahweh (Deuteronomy 34:12; cf. Numbers 12:8). No other in Scripture spent so much time alone in God’s presence when he went up Mount Sinai.

Moses is of great importance in the Bible for he is recognised as a deliverer (Exodus 3:7–10), covenant mediator (Exodus 34:27), priest (Psalm 99:6), and ruler (Exodus 2:13–14; Acts 7:27). Moses’s larger-than-life status as prophet was designed by God as a template from which all other prophets would be measured. But of course, Jesus would do more than bring a message from God. He would bring God to his people and his people to God.

The story of Moses begins with Joseph, son of Jacob, who was sold into slavery by his brothers and arrived in Egypt as a poor, powerless servant. Joseph’s wisdom and ability to interpret dreams soon brought him power and status, though, and he became the Egyptian king’s trusted advisor. His entire family joined him in Egypt, as did many of the rest of the Israelites. There they prospered and multiplied for many generations. But a new king (“pharaoh”) came to power in Egypt – one who did not remember how helpful Joseph had been. The Israelites’ numbers had greatly increased over many years, and the new Pharaoh was suspicious of them, fearing they would someday rise up against him. So he treated them harshly, forcing them to work as slaves in terrible conditions. Nevertheless, the Israelites survived and continued to multiply.

Dismayed by their fortitude, Pharaoh took harsher action, declaring that all sons born to Israelite women should be killed at birth. The courageous Israelite midwives, Shifrah and Puah, defied this decree, but the infant boys were still in great danger. When an Israelite woman had a baby boy, she feared for his life. She placed him in a basket and set him floating in the Nile River, near where people came to bathe. As her daughter, Miriam, watched from a distance, Pharaoh’s daughter came to the river and found the baby in the basket. She took him, named him Moses (which means drawn from the water), and raised him as her own.

Growing up in the palace, Moses knew very little of the life he might have led. As he grew, however, he became aware of the plight of his people. One day, seeing an Egyptian taskmaster beating an Israelite slave, Moses killed the taskmaster. Realising what he had done, Moses fled to the land of Midian, where he married a Midianite woman, Tzipporah, and became a shepherd. Tending his flock one day, Moses came upon an amazing sight – a bush that was burning, but not consumed. God spoke to Moses there, telling him that Moses and his brother, Aaron, would free the Israelites from slavery. Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and demanded that Pharaoh free the Jews. But Pharaoh, sceptical that Moses spoke on behalf of God, refused. In retaliation, Pharaoh forced the Israelites to work even harder and beat them mercilessly. God then told Moses that, as proof of God’s power, the Egyptians would suffer a series of plagues until Pharaoh agreed to let the Jews go: And the rest you can say is history of how they were indeed set free, only to wander the wilderness for 40 years before the Israelites entered the Promised Land.

The story of Moses is quite incredible. Although he was raised by his mother, Jochebed, his only education was not just about the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. As the adopted son of the Egyptian princess, Moses would have received the best education in Egypt, which was really the best in the world. Stephen said this about Moses, “And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians...” (Acts 7:22 ESV). Egypt had studies in music, mathematics, medicine and astrology. They also had a writing system called hieroglyphics, which is still the marvel of historians today.

Despite all this education, God still needed to take Moses on a journey of learning what really mattered the most. Indeed, all the wisdom and knowledge that Moses acquired meant nothing when it came to obeying and following God. This is still true today. We do not need to be educated to serve God. We do not need to be intellectual. Yes, we need to know the Scriptures, and we need to walk in the wisdom of God, but these are matters of the spiritual.

The futility of this world’s wisdom when it comes to God and His Kingdom is underlined in “! Corinthians 1: 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.” 20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”

Moses’ education reminds us of Apostle Paul. Bible students know from Paul’s own testimony that he was well-educated. “I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel” (Acts 22:3 NKJV). Luke also has this comment concerning Gamaliel, “Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in respect by all the people” (Acts 5:34 NKJV).  At age thirteen, Saul most likely was sent to Judea to learn from a rabbi named Gamaliel, under whom Saul mastered Jewish history, the Psalms, and the works of the prophets. We read Paul's letters in the Greek language, so we know he could think, write, and articulate himself in Koine Greek.

Despite the education of Moses and Paul, both of them needed to learn true knowledge and wisdom from God. It is only by the Spirit of God that we truly know the spiritual Kingdom, the truths of God, and His will and ways. 1 John 2 says, “26 These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.” While it is good to know the Word and to study, there is no greater teacher than God Himself. Therefore, the Spirit says in “Isaiah 11: 2 The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.”

Both Moses and Paul would eventually walk in the will, way and truth of God, for they sought God. Just so, we need to abide in God, seek His presence, and desire to yield to His Spirit to know the truth of God and His way. 1 Corinthians 2 says, “10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the [d]Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. 16 For “who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.”

One word that is used in Scripture to describe Moses is meek (Numbers 12:3). If any of Moses’ qualities made him attractive to God, it would be this. Moses could have occupied a lofty position in Egypt. After all, he was the adopted son of the Egyptian princess. He had a comfortable and charmed life ahead of him. Moses chose to be identified with the lowly Hebrew slaves with whom he shared his ethnicity. He humbled himself in submission to God’s design for his life. His whole existence was built on his meekness. Oh yes, he had his weaknesses, but like David, sought the Lord and walked in the ways of God. Matthew 5 says, “5 Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”

If we truly want to be used by God and to walk in His plans and purposes, we need to remain humble and meek. As we yield and submit to God, we shall walk in our inheritance of eternal life. John 3:30 says, “He must become greater; I must become less.” Jesus said in “Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” If we truly want to be a follower of God, as Moses followed the Lord, we need to lay down our crown in pursuit of the everlasting and great God.

Hebrews 11 says the following: 23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command. 24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the [g]passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures [i]in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them. 29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned.”

Moses was, therefore, a man of faith, and he was meek. He reminds us that we serve a God of the impossible, yet we need to trust the Lord. Indeed, with God, all things are possible, yet are we truly willing to believe? Jesus dealt with the importance of faith countless times when it came to the disciples. "For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you." (Matthew 17:20-21).

Moses’ entire life is about the miraculous. God wants us to walk in such miraculous faith, for we serve a miraculous God! This is a God who still heals, protects, delivers and saves. This is the same God who led millions of Israelites through the wilderness for 40 years, taking care of their daily needs. He even gave Moses victory in numerous battles. Do we still have such faith as children of God? Are we truly meek and humble?

It is also clear that Moses’ faith was greater than the fear. Who wouldn’t be fearful of fleeing from the Egyptian army? Who wouldn’t be fearful when you come to the Red Sea, and there is no way through? Who wouldn’t be fearful when you are about to enter a wilderness with millions of people following you? Who wouldn’t be fearful if there is no food or water, or when attacked by armies? Yet Moses endured all these trials, tribulations, and storms because of a faith in a mighty God. He met God at the burning bush and saw how God shook Egypt with the 10 plagues. Why then be fearful, for fear only paralyses us, while faith empowers us to do the will of God. We all face tough times, yet our faith needs to be greater than our fear.

In Deuteronomy 1 we read (Moses speaking), “19 “So we departed from Horeb, and went through all that great and terrible wilderness which you saw on the way to the mountains of the Amorites, as the Lord our God had commanded us. Then we came to Kadesh Barnea. 20 And I said to you, ‘You have come to the mountains of the Amorites, which the Lord our God is giving us. 21 Look, the Lord your God has set the land before you; go up and possess it, as the Lord God of your fathers has spoken to you; do not fear or be discouraged.’ 22 “And every one of you came near to me and said, ‘Let us send men before us, and let them search out the land for us, and bring back word to us of the way by which we should go up, and of the cities into which we shall come.’ 23 “The plan pleased me well; so I took twelve of your men, one man from each tribe. 24 And they departed and went up into the mountains, and came to the Valley of Eshcol, and spied it out. 25 They also took some of the fruit of the land in their hands and brought it down to us; and they brought back word to us, saying, ‘It is a good land which the Lord our God is giving us.’ 26 “Nevertheless you would not go up, but rebelled against the command of the Lord your God; 27 and you complained in your tents, and said, ‘Because the Lord hates us, He has brought us out of the land of Egypt to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us. 28 Where can we go up? Our brethren have discouraged our hearts, saying, “The people are greater and taller than we; the cities are great and fortified up to heaven; moreover we have seen the sons of the Anakim there.” ’ 29 “Then I said to you, ‘Do not be terrified, or afraid of them. 30 The Lord your God, who goes before you, He will fight for you, according to all He did for you in Egypt before your eyes, 31 and in the wilderness where you saw how the Lord your God carried you, as a man carries his son, in all the way that you went until you came to this place.’ 32 Yet, for all that, you did not believe the Lord your God, 33 who went in the way before you to search out a place for you to pitch your tents, to show you the way you should go, in the fire by night and in the cloud by day.”

Moses has no problem entering the ‘unknown’ land besieged by the Amorites. Yet for so many in the camp, their fear was greater than their faith. Moses rebuked them, reminding them of how God carried them and would fight for them. The result of their lack of faith and rebellion is stated in the same chapter: “34 “And the Lord heard the sound of your words, and was angry, and took an oath, saying, 35 ‘Surely not one of these men of this evil generation shall see that good land of which I swore to give to your fathers, 36 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him and his children I am giving the land on which he walked, because he [k]wholly followed the Lord.’ 37 The Lord was also angry with me for your sakes, saying, ‘Even you shall not go in there. 38 Joshua the son of Nun, who stands before you, he shall go in there. Encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.” Eventually, the 11-day journey to liberty took 40 years!

Moses certainly didn’t allow himself to be paralysed by fear. He stood in faith. The people were even afraid when God came down to be present on Mount Sinai. Yet Moses dwelt for 40 days in the mighty presence.

Do we have faith like Moses, or do we allow fear to overwhelm us? Fear causes us to remain enslaved in Egypt. Faith allows us to escape the clutches of this oppressive world to find our liberty in Christ.

We know Moses killed the Egyptian (which forced him to flee into the wilderness for 40 years), yet the motive might not be so clear. It could be that he did it because, in his own strength, he tried to fulfill his destiny of being a deliverer. Maybe he was also running ahead of God. Yet the time had not yet come for the release of the Israelites. God took 40 years to train Moses. By the time God was done with him, he had lost everything he knew of himself. Moses also had no influence on his own people. Not only was he not raised among them, but he had been gone for 40 years because he was a fugitive murderer. Yet God still used him mightily, for he was meek and willing to obey.

Zechariah 4:6 says, “So he answered and said to me: 'This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ Says the Lord of hosts.” In our strength, we can easily land in trouble. The disciples of the first-century church had to quickly learn that they could not fulfil the Great Commission in their own wisdom or might. For this reason, the Holy Spirit was poured out to empower disciples in His knowledge, might, counsel and wisdom to make disciples and tell the world of Jesus. Moses did not have the luxury of the baptism of the Spirit, but he learned to trust and rely on God’s strength.

Remember, Paul didn’t go into ministry directly after his Damascus encounter. It took years before God sent him to spread the Gospel among the Gentiles. John the Baptist had to wait until he was 30 before he baptised Jesus. Moses was only called to lead the Israelites to freedom when he was 80! Abraham was almost 100 when he saw the birth of Isaac, through whose lineage God will birth the nation of Israel from which Jesus would be born. Our time is not God’s time. He knows best. We must only yield and submit. Sometimes the preparation far outweighs the work itself. This calls for humility to place our lives in the hands of God, and to have faith in His perfect Will.

We serve a God of power, but we need to trust Him in all things. We need to follow Him step by step every day. Indeed, the battle belongs to God, and not man. Moses most likely allowed his enthusiasm to get the better of him, but God remained in control.

Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” Our destiny rests in the hands of the Lord. We need to allow the Lord to guide and steer us through life. We cannot run ahead or lag behind. This is why John 15 is so important, for it speaks of abiding in the Lord, which means to ‘rest’ in His glory so that we can be fruitful for His Kingdom. After Moses fled, he became a nobody. He was no longer a palace boy and the Hebrews had rejected him. He was just a shepherd out in the middle of nowhere among strangers. He had no claim to fame. He didn’t think much of himself. Many people feel like this in the world today, but the story of Moses proves that all that matters is God’s destiny for our lives. Nobody is a nobody in this life. We all matter to God, and all that matters is what God says of us. We are called to listen to God, and not be swayed by the opinions of man.

From the time God appeared to Moses in the burning bush, Moses enjoyed a kind of communion with God that very few Bible characters had. Before the Israelites built the Tabernacle, Moses used the Tent of Meeting to meet with God. Multiple times during the wilderness experience, Moses went to the mountains to talk with God. On two separate occasions, Moses spent 40 days each time. Truly, as children of God, we need to walk in the presence of God, to know Him, to talk to Him and to follow Him every step of the way. Our walk with God should be primarily about a relationship. We do not follow a religion, but a living God who loves us.

God gave Moss the Ten Commandments. God gave him the details for building the Tabernacle and all the furniture in it. Moses did exactly what God told him to do. When God told him to set up the priesthood with Aaron and his sons and to consecrate them, Moses did it. When God gave him all the laws for food, health, and relationships to pass on to the Israelites, Moses didn’t hold back.

When God was to set up the Levites as the priesthood in Israel, Moses followed God’s instructions to take a census and perform the redemption exercises. Moses gave himself fully over to God in complete obedience and surrender. Just so, we as disciples must yield and submit to God, all day and every day.

Come along on this journey as we look at the life of Moses, and let us learn some important spiritual lessons. The Bible is to teach us in the ways of God, and through Moses, we certainly learn of the path of God. And such a path is one of joy, love and peace. As Moses endured, we can endure. As Moses rose up his circumstances, so can we rise up. We just need to stay humble, be obedient, have faith and allow God to be our pillar of fire and light for the rest of our days. 
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If we look at the life of Moses, we can describe him as relentless, radical and tough. And this is how any believer should be living in these perilous times. We should be relentless in the pursuit of God and fulfilling the Great Commission. We must be radical in our faith and stand tough in the fires and storms of this world.

Consider what this man endured. How many times was he not met with resistance from Pharaoh? Moses had to go to Pharaoh 10 times and continue to ask the same thing. God sent plagues on Egypt after each of Pharaoh’s refusals. It is interesting to note that it wasn’t until the fourth plague that the land of Goshen (where the Israelites lived) was spared. So, it’s highly likely that Moses also had to endure the first three plagues of blood, frogs, and gnats, which couldn’t have been an enjoyable experience. Yet he remained relentless and tough in what God had commanded him to do.

He first had to survive being left in a basket as a baby, drifting on the waters. He was raised in the Egyptian palace but became a fugitive for murder. He survived 40 years in the Midianite wilderness before returning to Egypt. So he survived  80 years in a harsh climate, enduring all kinds of conditions that assail the senses and the spirit. Apart from having to face the might of the Egyptian army and danger from other tribes, he also faced numerous challenges within the ‘tribe’. For example, Numbers 16:1–40 indicate that Korah rebelled against Moses along with Dathan and Abiram and 250 co-conspirators. The 250 co-conspirators were punished for their rebellion when they offered incense to God in fire pans, and the heavenly fire from the incense pans consumed all of them.

Numbers 12 says, “12 Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married; for he had married an Ethiopian woman. 2 So they said, “Has the Lord indeed spoken only through Moses? Has He not spoken through us also?” And the Lord heard it. 3 (Now the man Moses was very humble, more than all men who were on the face of the earth.)” Miriam and Aaron most likely experience pangs of jealousy because God used Moses mightily.

In the same chapter, God then came to the defence of Moses: 4 Suddenly the Lord said to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, “Come out, you three, to the tabernacle of meeting!” So the three came out. 5 Then the Lord came down in the pillar of cloud and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam. And they both went forward. 6 Then He said, “Hear now My words: if there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, make Myself known to him in a vision; I speak to him in a dream. 7 Not so with My servant Moses; He is faithful in all My house. 8 I speak with him face to face, Even plainly, and not in dark sayings; and he sees the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak against My servant Moses?” For her rebellion, Miriam became leprous.

We read in “Exodus 16: 1 And they journeyed from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came to the Wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they departed from the land of Egypt. 2 Then the whole congregation of the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 And the children of Israel said to them, “Oh, that we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and when we ate bread to the full! For you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

Moses endured all kinds of difficulties and trials. This included the people’s rebellion when they built the golden calf. We also read in “Deuteronomy 1: 1 These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel on this side of the Jordan in the wilderness, in the plain opposite Suph, between Paran, Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab. 2 It is eleven days’ journey from Horeb by way of Mount Seir to Kadesh Barnea. 5 On this side of the Jordan in the land of Moab, Moses began to explain this law, saying, 6 “The Lord our God spoke to us in Horeb, saying: ‘You have dwelt long enough at this mountain. 7 Turn and take your journey, and go to the mountains of the Amorites, to all the neighboring places in the plain, in the mountains and in the lowland, in the South and on the seacoast, to the land of the Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the great river, the River Euphrates. 8 See, I have set the land before you; go in and possess the land which the Lord swore to your fathers—to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—to give to them and their descendants after them.’

We have to remember Israel could have gone into the Promised Land after 11 days. Yet when spies were first sent out to view the land, their courage failed.  This is despite what Moses said, “21 Look, the Lord your God has set the land before you; go up and possess it, as the Lord God of your fathers has spoken to you; do not fear or be discouraged.” These same words of courage and being bold were spoken to Joshua as well when they entered the Promised Land 40 years later. Moses and Joshua were indeed courageous and fearless, for they trusted in God. Similarly, as children of God, we need to be fearless and courageous.

Moses faced tough times, yet he remained tough to lead the people and to be obedient to God. He never gave up. He walked in God’s presence, reminding us that if we truly want to lead a supernatural life, with a faith believing in the impossible, then we need to become radical for God. In the Book of Revelation, Jesus says that He spits out lukewarm people. The Lord is looking for red-hot Christians who are on fire for Jesus. Moses was certainly on fire for God. How else after his experience at the burning bush and spending 40 days and nights in the presence of God?

For the radical Christian, it is all about Christ and nothing else. For Moses, it was all about God. Philippians 3 says, “7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.”

Paul had indeed done great work for the Kingdom of God. He  wrote two-thirds of the New Testament. He travelled far and wide to spread the Gospel. He led so many people to Jesus. Yet he wanted not fame or fortune. He just wanted Jesus! How radical are we then? Do we still seek after the world, or do we only seek Jesus above everything else?

God is calling for a people who will no longer submit to the ‘normal’. Are we just going through the motions of serving Christ? Has our spiritual life become bland, dull and dreary? Moses’ life was anything but normal, for he walked with God. The apostle Paul wrote in “2 Timothy 1:6: “I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you.” What is the gift of God in us? In the very next Scripture, it says: “7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity or cowardice or fear, but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of sound judgment and personal discipline [abilities that result in a calm, well-balanced mind and self-control].”

Let us be reminded that before we were born again, our spirit was completely dead, cold, and empty. But when we believed in Christ, He as the life-giving Spirit came to be mingled with and live in our spirit. Our regenerated human spirit was ignited with the divine fire of the Spirit of God. The precious gift of God in us is our spirit indwelt by the Holy Spirit. This is the gift we must fan into flame. Yes, our regenerated spirit was ignited by the divine fire of the Spirit. But after we’re saved, our zeal for the Lord may eventually fade. We’re not as hot and burning as when we first received the Lord. But Romans 12:11 exhorts us not to be “slothful in zeal, but be burning in spirit, serving the Lord.” Dear believers, the Lord wants us to be hot, burning in our love for Him and our service to Him. This is why we need to fan our spirit into flame!

Yes, many in this world still rebel against God, while some believers have completely abandoned their faith, but then you also get those who still serve Him and trust Him yet that inner fear of a life submitted to God has run cold. Revelation 3:16 speaks of a spiritual life that is in limbo, neither alive with God nor dead. It has become stagnant, and passive and the fire is slowly fading. How the Lord is again calling for believers in this time and age to fan the flame again! How the Lord is calling for people to seek Him like never before, reconnect with the Spirit, and let the fire of God burn, yes, burn! For many, where there was once a burning flame, there is now only embers. Yet when you fan the embers, they then become alive again!

Leviticus 6:12 (New King James Version) says the following: “And the fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it shall not be put out. And the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order on it; and he shall burn on it the fat of the peace offerings.” In the Old Testament, the fire never had to die on the altar, because the aroma and sacrifice must be a constant reminder of the covenant between the people and God. Just so, we are the living sacrifices who have laid down the old life. The flame must never die within us, so that we may be constant sweet aroma unto God, and that there is a constant manifestation of the living Covenant sealed by the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 2:22). Constantly we must yield, submit and walk in the Spirit. For it says in “2 Corinthians 2:14: But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us spreads and makes evident everywhere the sweet fragrance of the knowledge of Him.”

Yes, our lives must always be connected to the Spirit of God. We must be infused into God so that He truly abides in us and we abide in us! The normal, the spiritual deadness, the dryness and the staleness is to be found in the traditions and the rituals of a religion that we have labelled Christianity. God is calling for a people who will step outside the ‘normal’. We are not called to follow a religion, but God and God alone. Jesus never came to start a religion, but to show us the way to the Father. He came to show us how to lead a vibrant life, infused with divine holy power! For God has spoken clearly then it is time for a people to arise who will no longer be satisfied to walk in the staleness, deadness and dustiness of a religion that has no power. Consider, that religion implies rules and programmes and agendas as determined by man, not God. Christianity with all its man-made definitions, rules, and traditions has resulted in people becoming stale in their walk with God.

2 Samuel 6 says, “So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with gladness. 13 And so it was when those bearing the ark of the Lord had gone six paces, that he sacrificed oxen and fatted sheep. 14 Then David danced before the Lord with all his might; and David was wearing a linen ephod. 15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the trumpet.”

And what was the reaction to David’s radical behaviour in honour of God? We read, “16 Now as the ark of the Lord came into the City of David, Michal, Saul’s daughter, looked through a window and saw King David leaping and whirling before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart.” Religion despises the move of God. It despises true liberty in the Spirit. Religion and the traditions of man seek to quieten the move of God. And God is calling for His people to become radical again in Spirit, therefore, to lay aside their reputations. Yes, we need to ‘dance’ like David danced, meaning we must break the bondages and yokes of the ideas of the world and the church. The devil and religion will always seek to silence God’s true children. But the radical Christians don’t care what the religious or the carnal think! They don’t care about the traditions of the church, for they seek to serve God radically in Spirit and in truth!

In Exodus 32, as Moses comes down the mountain to be greeted by the golden calf, we read, “19 So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing. So Moses’ anger became hot, and he cast the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20 Then he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the fire, and ground it to powder; and he scattered it on the water and made the children of Israel drink it.” Now that is radical!

To be stale speaks of being no longer fresh and, therefore, musty or dry. God is calling for believers who are walking in his freshness. Therefore, a people who constantly seek God, who walk by the anointing of the Holy Spirit and who live for only His glory and truth! If we are dry, then it implies a lack of water. How can this be if we are supposed to be led by the Spirit of God? For by the Spirit of God, there are streams of living water flowing out of us!

God is indeed for radical believers in the final days. We are talking about people not settling for the normal, the stale, the boring and the dryness. In the earliest days of the Church, when persecution against believers was extraordinarily acute, those early Christians could not be deterred. If anything could have stopped the Church, it would have been the storm that raged against them. But Jesus promised, “...The gates of hell shall not prevail against it [the Church]” (Matthew 16:18). Although waves of persecution have come and gone many times over the past 2 000 years of Church history, every turbulent episode has proven Jesus’ words in Matthew 16:18 to be true — the gates of hell cannot prevail against the true Church of Christ who have the revelation, that He is the Christ! God has always had a remnant who will not bow to the oppression of the enemy, even if it comes from within— and at this final port of call, He will have that remnant once again. If you are of the 'true church,' you will experience previously unknown levels of the power of God as a result of your commitment to stand by the truth.

Oh yes, how we need to come alive again in the power of the Holy Spirit to be true representatives of God on this earth. How we need the wind of the Spirit to blow again through our churches, our hearts and our lives! How we need to again seek the Spirit of God to lead us in all truth, in power, in boldness, in God’s beauty and strength! God has spoken prophetically about how the Church needs to get back to the Upper Room. This means we need to reconnect with the Spirit. For directly after the rushing wind, there was revival. And such revival continued and flowed like a mighty river beyond the Upper Room and into the streets of Jerusalem and still today to the outer reaches of the world. The revival in the Upper Room was sustained and gained momentum for it was the Holy Spirit that was birthing the church.

How we need the Spirit of God to breathe life into us! How we need the Holy Spirit to shake our worlds so that we become alive from our spiritual apathy to be on fire for God! We need the Holy Spirit to be filled with conviction and a certainty that God is faithful and true. How we need the holy fire of God to burn in our bones so that the dry bones may live, and the spiritually dead and lost and forgotten may be revived. For in the Holy Spirit, we are no longer stale!

We need to remember no one else can save us. God sent Jesus, His one and only Son, to earth so that He could make a way for our salvation (John 3:16). After living a perfect life, Jesus was crucified, bearing the punishment for our sins upon Himself. He was resurrected from the dead three days later, conquering death. When we place our faith in Jesus and His sacrifice, we are saved and filled with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit within us is what enables us to live out the spiritual rebirth that has taken place: "But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh" (Galatians 5:16). Yet it is also the Spirit that wakes us up from our slumber through divine conviction. Those legitimately born again are indwelt by the Holy Spirit (John 3:5). What does it mean to have the Holy Spirit living within us? Fundamentally, it means that the Holy Spirit is communicating a conviction about Christ’s moral beauty to the eyes and ears of our hearts.

By the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, we come out of the deadness of our old life, of religion, man-made traditions and stale rituals. We come out to live by the power of the Holy Spirit! This is radical Christianity. How we need the church to be overshadowed again by the Spirit of God. How we need the Holy Spirit to conceive divine life within the believer and the church in such perilous times. How we need the Spirit of God to set our hearts on fire for God and the lost! Psalm 63 says, “1 O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for You; My flesh longs for You In a dry and thirsty land Where there is no water.” How we need to long and thirst for God so that we can come out of our staleness! Psalm 107:35 says, “He turns a wilderness into pools of water, and dry land into watersprings.”

The disciple of God is not called to walk by such staleness, but to lead a vibrant life in Christ. We do so by following Jesus by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. It is a life infused with the power and fire of God. We are not talking about being radical in the negative sense of the word. Many people in history have used the name of Christ to inflict terror, persecution, and genocide upon those with religious differences. That form of radicalism was never condoned by Jesus—who was Himself a radical. His message of love, forgiveness, and mercy was at direct odds with the accepted views of the day. He refused to fight back when attacked (1 Peter 2:23), to allow Peter to defend Him with violence (Matthew 26:51–52), or to condemn the woman caught in adultery (John 8:4–11). Those were all radical acts for that time and culture. One reason some people turned away from Christ was that His requirement of giving up everything for His sake was simply too radical (Luke 18:22–23).

We walk in the freshness and fire of God when we walk in liberty as found in God, and not in the liberty of this world. And in such liberty as is found in God, lies great power. It is the power of freedom that was sealed when the veil was torn in two at the crucifixion of Jesus. We are liberated from the kingdom of darkness, thus the oppression and the clutches of the devil (Colossians 2:15). We are liberated from the lies of the world. We are liberated from manipulations, distortions and propaganda. We are in a new creation in Christ, thus liberated from the old self, from pain and hurt. We are now new wine skins carrying the new wine of the Covenant! We are indeed called to be liberated from religion and to be free in Christ!

Smith Wigglesworth said the following: “The reason the world is not seeing Jesus is that Christian people are not filled with Jesus. They are satisfied with attending meetings weekly, reading the Bible occasionally, and praying sometimes. It is an awful thing for me to see people who profess to be Christians lifeless, powerless, and in a place where their lives are so parallel to unbelievers’ lives that it is difficult to tell which place they are in, whether in the flesh or in the Spirit.”

We must only be satisfied with a life dedicated to Christ! It is a life saturated with the divine. It is a life filled by His Spirit, where we seek the supernatural above the natural. For the radical believer, all things are possible, for God is the God of the impossible! If
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